Ask

the Consul

"Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

T awish to work in the United States.
What visa do I need?

If you want to work temporarily in
the United States and then return
to Pakistan upon completion of
your employment contract, there are
several types of nonimmigrant visas
available. The specific classification
of nonimmigrant visa you would
require would depend on the type of
the work you would do in the United
States. If you want to live and work
in the United States on a permanent
basis, you would require an immigrant
visa. In both cases, with very few
exceptions, work visas are issued
for specific positions and require
prearranged employment. U.S. law
does not contain any provision for

informal working holidays.

(AP Photo)

If you are being transferred by a
current employer to a subsidiary company in the U.S., then an
intra-company transferee (L-1) visa is required. To qualify, you
must have worked for the company for at least one year and be
in a managerial, executive, or specialist level position. An L-1
visa is also appropriate if the employee is coming to the United
States to establish a subsidiary office. The employment must be
approved in advance by the office of the United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS) on the basis of a Form 1-129
petition filed by the company. Any questions you may have
concerning this process should be addressed to the USCIS office
in the area where the employment will take place.

You will require an exchange visitor (J-1) visa if you are being
sponsored by an educational institution, a nonprofit organization, a
summer program for students such as BUNAC or Camp America,
an au pair program, or are going to work in the U.S as a medical
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intern or resident at a hospital. The J-1 visa
is required by anyone taking up prearranged
employment, training or research in the United
States under an officially approved program
sponsored by an educational or other nonprofit
institution. The sponsor of the program will
send the visa applicant the form DS-2019.
An exchange visitor visa cannot be processed
without this form. The first step in applying
for the visa is to contact the sponsor to find
out whether or not the form is available.

A temporary work (H) visa is required by
anyone who is going to the United States to
perform a prearranged professional or highly
skilled job, or employment which is temporary
or seasonal in nature and for which there is
a shortage of U.S. workers. The employment
must be approved in advance by the office of
the United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) on the basis of a petition,
form 1-129, filed by the U.S employer. Any
questions you may have concerning this process
should be addressed to the USCIS office in the
area where the employment will take place.

There are several categories of employment-
based immigrant visas. 'The majority of the
categories require a petition to be filed in
advance by an employer. Because these visas
are so highly sought after, there is often a wait
of several years prior to such a visa becoming
available for issuance. Further information
about employment-based immigration is
available at www.uscis.gov, on a page entitled
“How Do I Apply for Immigrant Status Based
on Employment?”
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How Do | Apply for Immigrant Status Based on

Employment?



