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Deputy Secretary of State Higginbottom Leads
U.S. Delegation to the Pacific Islands Forum

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea: U.S. Deputy Secretary of State for Management and Resources Heather Higginbottom landed in Papua New Guinea earlier this week to lead a high-level U.S. government delegation to the Pacific Islands Forum Post Forum Dialogue.‎

Her trip, which includes site visits and bilateral consultations, demonstrates how deeply the United States values its relationship with Pacific Island countries. Follow the Deputy Secretary’s trip and learn more about her visit via Twitter at @hhigginbottom and @USAsiaPacific.

In her meetings with Pacific Island leaders, Deputy Secretary Higginbottom emphasized the need for substantial commitments on climate change, sustainable fisheries, and women's empowerment.

She also visited U.S.-funded projects that provide economic opportunities and shelter for women at risk of gender based violence and potable water for local communities.

Previous heads of delegation to the Pacific Islands Forum include Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in 2012, and Deputy Secretary of State Thomas Nides in 2011.

Deputy Secretary Higginbottom announced several new commitments and programs for the Pacific Islands region while in Port Moresby, including:

· An additional $2.5 million investment in USAID's ADAPT Asia-Pacific program, which builds the capacity of Pacific Island governments to access and manage adaptation finance, including from the Green Climate Fund.

· $1.5 million in new funding this year to expand USAID/OFDA’s disaster risk reduction program in Papua New Guinea so that it reaches a total of 12 provinces.

· An expansion of U.S. conservation management collaboration to include two additional Pacific Island marine protected areas – New Caledonia’s Natural Park of the Coral Sea and Marae Moana in the Cook Islands.

· $1.8 million in support of women’s economic empowerment and a gender-based violence prevention campaign in Papua New Guinea.
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