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U.S. Scholarships Help Broaden Horizons
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common disease that diminshes crop yields. USAID introduced disease
resistance varieties tripling productivity.
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Bditor’s Corner

Dear Readers:

One of our most important responsibilities at the U.S. Embassy
is to promote greater dialogue between the people of Pakistan
and the people of the United States. Much is written in the
Pakistani media of a perceived “trust deficit”between the United
States and Pakistan. We believe that educational, cultural, and
professional exchanges are effective tools to promote dialogue
and better mutual understanding. They also serve to foster
long-term relationships between people and nations. In short,
building trust between peoples.

As 21st century diplomacy is no longer the preserve of
governments alone, education and cultural relations provide a
platform for people-to-people diplomacy, allowing individuals
opportunities to get insights into societies and cultures that
are different from their own. We are very pleased that this
year, almost 160 students from all across Pakistan will attend
different colleges and universities in the United States to pursue
their studies in a host of disciplines. These young people, we
are confident, will become bridge builders of understanding
between the United States and Pakistan.

As part of our Visitor Exchange program, more than 2,000 men
and women from the field of engineering, politics, agriculture,
and business will spend time in the U.S. this year to further
hone their skills in their areas of expertise. However, this is
not a one way process and we hope to increase the number of
Americans from different fields of study to come to Pakistan
as well.

The June issue also has a range of stories from development
assistance to profiles of some remarkable Pakistanis who
are making their mark on society, to U.S. help for children’s
education and Higher education, to better broadcast facilities
to name a few. Our featured State this month is Tennessee
and if you have an opportunity to visit there you will not be
disappointed.

Your letters and suggestions are of help and value and greatly
appreciated.

"Thank you.

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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KhabrChat% N RES

| am really grateful to you for sending wme a copy of
the khabr-o-Nazar wagazine. Owing to its diverse
contents, the April 2010 issue was very interesting
and. nformative. Particularly, the articles on the US.
assistance for road. reconstruction in Malakand; Visit the
50 States; President Obama’s message on Pakistan Day;
and Gull’s Giirls, are worth mentioning.

Muhammad Arshad,
Dera lsmatil kKhhan

I am regularly receiving khabr-o-Nazar for which | am
grateful to you. It is a complete magazine in all respects.
Apart from providing valuable information about the
US.-Pak friendly relations, it also highlights the
immense aid the United States is providing to develop
various sectors in Pakistan. Funds for the reconstruction
of roads in Malakand, and educational scholarships for
Pakistant students to study in the United States are
the proof of this cooperation.

Yasser Abbas,
Skardu

[ am a regular reader of your esteemed wmagazine. |
appreciate the financial assistance which the US. is
providing to improve the performance of various sectors
of Pakistan’s economy. | hope that the friendly relations
between our two countries will continue to strengthen
with the passage of time.

Muhammad Sarang Shanbani,
Kumb

| had the opportunity to read Khabr-o-Nazar and found
it a very interesting and informative. It discusses in
detail the cooperation and financial assistance which
the United States is providing to boost the economic
growth of Pakistan.

Syed. Gul Nawab Shal,
Peshawar

khabr-o-Nazar can play a very important role in further
strengthening the U.S -Pak relations, and bringing the
peoples of the two countries closer.

Ms. Farrukh Khaw,
Islamabad
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| am a regular recipient of kKhabr-o-Nazar for the last
ten years. | was very happy to read in the April 2010
ssue that the WS. is providing assistance for the
reconstruction of roads itn Peshawar awd Swat. The
provision of equipment for the construction of roads in
FATA is also highly appreciated. The people of Pakistan
are grateful to the U.S. government for providing funds
for the reconstruction of Boltow Market in Karachi.
Please also thelude the masterpieces of civil engineering
n America in the future issue of this magazine.

The ewntire team of kKhabr-o-Nazar deserves
congratulations for publishing such beautiful awnd
informative magazine.

Engineer Mazhar Abbas Baloch,
Dera Ismatil Khan

{ am reading the Khabr-o-Nazar for the Last three months.
Being an avid reader, | find it a very interesting and
thformative magazine which always contains scholarly
articles on important issues. Besides, it also provides
valuable information about various sectors of the US.
economy and the American soclety, such as politics,
education, and social welfare. | think that this magazine
can effectively counter the anti-U.S. propaganda of the
extremist elements, by further bridging the gap between
the peoples of the two countries.

Magsood.-ul-Hassaw,
Hafizabad

| received the April 2010 issue of khabr-o-Nazar and found
it very informative. it really added to my khwowledge and
tnformation. The Strategic Dialogue held between the
top leadership of the United States and Pakistan was
of much importance because it will certainly open new
vistas for further strengthening the existing friendly
relations between the two countries by expanding mutual
cooperation.

The side-by-side publication of its contents in Urdu and
English is very helpful for both the highly-educated as
well as the common readers of this magazine.

Sagheer Almed,
Lalore

| received the April issue of Khabr-o-Nazar wiiich carried
very interesting and informative articles, especially
in the context of the U.S.-Pak friendly relations. The
generous cooperation and assistance provided. by the US.
for different sectors Pakistan’s economy; financial relief
for the riot-affected Karachi Bolton Market traders; and
the Rs 7.2 billion for Low-tncome Pakistani families,
are highly appreciated. | express my deep and heartfelt
condolence to the vietim families of recent tornado in
the Mississippl state.

Habib-ur-Relhman Rind,
Quetta
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160 Pakistani Students
0ff to U.S. for Higher

Education
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Almost 160 undergraduate students from all over the
Pakistan will be departing for studies at various colleges and
universities in the U.S. on scholarships. These scholarships
are fully funded including travel, boarding, lodging, stipend,
health insurance and the tuition fee for the entire period of
study. Some students will attend summer institutes for four to
six weeks; others will be studying for either a year or semester.

United States Educational
Foundation in Pakistan Holds
Orientation Workshop
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All students are required to return to Pakistan to complete their
Bachelor’s degrees.

A Pre-Departure Orientation was arranged by USEFP in
Islamabad. Speaking on the occasion the Minister Counselor
for Public Affairs, U.S. Embassy, Larry Schwartz, congratulated
students and ensured the continuous support to grantees on behalf
of the U.S. government. “We congratulate you on your success
in this very competitive scholarship program,” said Mr. Schwartz,

Invest your considerable energy
and enthusiasm in your American
experience. It will be truly
worthwhile.
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“Now what remains for you is to invest your considerable encrgy }(lﬁ'/f.‘:’%_b}:/li JZ}&JTé(u{lf/UZ_,/_ngZuf;/LLJx’]

and enthusiasm in your American experience. The investment
will be truly worthwhile.”

The grantees were briefed about the program, visa regulations,
American culture, US higher education and campus life. Dr.
Robert H. Nichols, Assistant Professor, Richard Stockton College
of New Jersey, himself in Pakistan on a Fulbright Scholar Grant,
briefed grantees about studying in USA and adjusting to life as a
new student in the U.S.

The acting Executive Director, USEFP, Rita Akhtar pointed out
that the real exciting thing about these undergraduate programs is
that so many of the students come from remote or economically
underprivileged areas of Pakistan including AJK, Fata, Interior
Sindh, Balochistan, Punjab, and the Northern areas. Around a
third of the grantees are female. These grantees will be taking
courses on a variety of disciplines, including humanities and
social science subjects, engineering, basic sciences, and business
administration.

The selected students are funded under five different programs, of
which three are administered by the United States Educational
Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP) and two are managed directly
by the U.S. Embassy.
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U.S. Provides
$§45 Million to
Support Higher
Education

28 Universities and 7,000 IDP Students
Receive Benefits through PaRistan’s
Higher Education Commission
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education in areas of
the country affected by
militant conflict.

The grant funds, provided
through the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID),
will assist 28 public
universities, and cover
the costs of one year’s
university fee waivers for
over 7,000 students from
families that have been
internally displaced.

Speaking at a cercmony
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The United States has awarded $20
million (Rs. 1.7 billion) to the Rafi Peer
Theatre Workshop to support a four-
year educational outreach program for
children across Pakistan. In collaboration
with the Ministries of Education and
Information and Broadcasting, Rafi Peer
will develop a multi-media program
designed to build language, problem-
solving and analytical thinking skills.

“Through this initiative, Pakistani
education and communication experts
will have a vehicle to develop and
provide educational content for Pakistani
children,” Lawrence Hardy, Acting
Mission Director of the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID)
said after the agreement was signed.
“The messages will promote learning
while reflecting Pakistani culture and
values, based on the country’s education
curriculum.”

The four-year program will feature
puppet-based  television broadcasts,
complementary radio programming
using the same characters,and a dynamic
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website where children can interact with their favorite
puppets. The project will also reach remote, rural areas,
including conflict-affected districts, through live shows staged
from vehicles set up as theatres. Thirty “district ambassadors”
will also be trained to show pre-recorded puppet programs on
laptop computers.

“A project of this magnitude is a great opportunity for the
children of Pakistan,” said Faizaan Peerzada of Rafi Peer.
“Over four years and hopefully beyond, our children can grow
up with this program, engaged in a creative learning process
informally at their own pace.”

'The Rafi Peer Theatre Workshop has been involved in television
and radio programming, puppetry, theater, and the arts with
schools and communities across Pakistan for 35 years. They
will receive production and design assistance from the Sesame
Workshop (formerly the Children’s Television Workshop), an
educational media nonprofit organization reaching more than
100 million children in 140 countries worldwide including
Egypt, Jordan, and Indonesia, with its innovative promotion
of literacy, math, science, and social development skills.
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U.S. Backs
School Rehabilitation In Peshawar
e i o el eyt |
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U.S. Consul General in Peshawar E. Candace Putnam and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Additional Secretary for Educa-
tion Qaiser Alam visited the Government Primary School
for Boys, Agricultural University, Peshawar - one of 187
schools in the Peshawar district that the United States
Government is rehabilitating to improve the environment
for learning.

“We in the United States are enormously impressed by the
courage and determination of the people of Peshawar to
help young people get the schooling they deserve,” said Ms.
Putnam. “This school rehabilitation program is one small
way in which the American people are supporting you - -
and we hope this effort will improve the quality of educa-
tion for your children.”

The rehabilitation project funded by the U.S. Agency for
International Development, includes whitewashing, in-
stalling new fans and tube lights, raising boundary walls,
improving the water supply and sanitation, rehabilitating
latrines, and providing electric water coolers, first aid boxes,
and desks and chairs for teachers. Approximately 26,000
students are expected to benefit from this activity.

This school rehabilitation project is part of the U.S. Con-
sulate General’s Peshawar Urban Improvement Plan. The
plan includes the newly inaugurated southern bypass road,
repaving Old Bara and eight other roads in University
Town, upgrade of the Shahi Bagh Park, and improvements
to Lady Reading Hospital and the Khyber Medical Insti-
tute in Hayatabad.

12 | Khabr-0-Nazar
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Radio Pakistan Access

for Millions in
Khybher-Pakhtunkhwa and FATA
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U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan Anne W. ' ]
Patterson signed an $8 million agree- i’ "
/ 4

&

ment with the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation (PBC) to purchase and
install new AM transmitters in Pesha-
war and Dera Ismail Khan. The project
will expand radio access for millions of
Pakistanis in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
and the Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA).

“The United States desires to support |
our Pakistani friends in their efforts
to have the voice of this democrati-
cally-elected government heard clearly
throughout the country, and particu-
larly in the sensitive border region,”
said Ambassador Patterson. “The’
agreement we are signing today is one
of many ways our governments are
working together to make those com-
mitments a reality.”

The new transmitters will improve dig-
ital signals and enable Radio Pakistan
broadcasts in remote areas of the coun-
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try beyond the reach of current broad-

casts. With expanded Radio Pakistan broadcasts, people
throughout these areas, including North and South Wa-
ziristan, will have access to entertainment, news and current
affairs, vital information on health, and educational program-
ming for students.

“At a time when we are fighting a most important war
against extremism to bring peace to Pakistan, we want to
send through our airwaves a message of hope, courage and
resilience to those men, women and children who have been
affected the most by this menace,” Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Qamar Zaman Kaijra said at the ceremony.

The U.S. government has pledged $7.5 billion over five years
to improve education, health, governance and livelihoods op-
portunities for the people of Pakistan.
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Roshaneh Zafar, born into a well-to-do
Pakistani family in Lahore, started out in
life to become an investment banker. Then

she had an epiphany.

“T realized that I didnt want to make
wealthy people wealthier. I was plagued by
the inequity of resources and why so much
poverty was borne by women,” Zafar said.
She tried her hand at development work
_ at the World Bank in the early 1990s, but
was disillusioned when she saw that all too
often, large, expensive projects did not affect
the plight of poor women. “They were the
last to benefit,” she said.

A chance meeting with Mohammad Yunus
— founder of the Grameen Bank, father
of microfinance, and Nobel Peace Prize
laureate — led her to Bangladesh, where

she witnessed what she calls the “miracle”
that a $100 loan can work for a poor woman
with an entrepreneurial mind. Zafar talks
about Khairoon, a Bangladesht woman who
owned one sari when Zafar met her. Starting
with a $100 loan from the Grameen Bank,
Khairoon has gone on to open a pastry shop,
a poultry farm and a call center.

After training under Yunus for two years,
Zafar returned to Pakistan and established
the Kashf Foundation in 1996, devoted to
the economic empowerment of women.
Starting with a handful of clients in Lahore,
Zafar has increased Kashf’s microlending
operations, enabling about 1 million poor
Pakistani women so far to take out business
loans.

Thirty-four percent of the families that

Roshianeh Zalar
pakistani Miracle Worker
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borrowed regularly from Kashf for three
years have moved above the poverty line,
according to Zafar. Kashf clients have
increased spending on their children’s
education by 20 percent and have reduced
the number of days per year that their
families go hungry from 40 to 10. The
women also are getting better health care.

“Poor women dont go to doctors. Poor
g
pregnant women don't go to hospitals. We’re
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One of Zafar’s e

left with five children when her husband
died of a heart attack in 2000. Her husband
ran a shop in Lahore, buying and selling
motorcycle “a very macho, male-

Zafar said. With

ageable installments, she qualified for
: (0. Her credit
worthiness has risen to the point that she
a $1,000 loan. Using Kashf

as her financier, Sl

1d loan, this one for $

now qualifies for
nded her
business to employ five men. She has built
a house for her family, who lived in a rental
property before. She has provided education
for all of her children, some of whom are in

university.

“This is

particular household, This could grow into

a huge tansformation for one

millions of other stories,” Zafar said. In fact,

Shahida’s success has inspired other women
in her neighborhood to start businesses,

according to Zafar. “Helping women has a
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each other,” Zafar said.

Kashf has expanded its operations to
include all of Punjab Province and pa
Sindh Province. In the past 15

said, Kashf has had phenomer

loan repayment, with an overdue rate of

only 0.5
loan of

cent. “Waorking closely with our
the clients know that they have
to make a small payment on a certain date
every month. Ninety-nine percent of the
time women will pay you back,” she said.
Zafar Kashf
into interconnected
of microfinance-based

established the :

is making the Foundation

an conglomerate
compan She
a for-profit enterpri

ll(')['lpriinf‘.[l'
banks take deposits, allowing them to create

to !'I‘IiL'.!(_)hl]d!'lL institutions,

ing capacity than nonprofit
The Kashf Bank so far has

1zations.

attracted 15,000 depositors, one fourth of

whom are women. Z g
ors to 1 million h\
2015 and aims for two-thirds of them to

the number of de
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be women. In addition to the bank, Zafar is

r plans for a Kashf insurance company,

F financial education company and

hf business incubator. The business

TOWETs

nd to become small businesses that
loy others. “Very few mic
ever expand to become employ

said.

Forbes, a U.S. business 1 ine, ranked

the 1f Foundation 3

v s top 50 microfinance institutions in

“You're talking about low-income women,

servicing them with small loans, and we're

still  pro
Zafar said. “This shows that microfin:

is profitable and can draw in private-sectc
money and it can have a positive return on
investment at the end of the day.”
(Roshaneh Zafar participated in President
Obama’s entrepreneurship summit held in
Washington D.C. in April this year.)
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right planning
and push

in the right
direction,

| hoped to

persevere
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Perseverance Buﬂds a
Business in Pakistan

Ibrahim Qureshi did not need to work
when he studied at Idaho State University
and the University of California, Los
Angeles. His father is the owner of one
of the largest construction companies in
Pakistan. But Qureshi quickly noticed
that most students held part-time jobs and
not only earned money, but were gaining
valuable work experience. So he got a job
— first as a “runner” for a dormitory food
service managed by Marriott International
Inc. and later as an entry-level workerin a

technology lab.
Today, Qureshi is the founder and chief

executive of Raffles Pvt. Litd., the first
locally assembled, original-equipment
manufacturer of branded computer

systems in Pakistan. Most major national
and multinational corporations are among
Raffles’ clients. Qureshi was recognized
as the 2008 Businessman of the Year by
Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani
and participated in the Presidential
Summit on Entrepreneurship hosted by
President Obama in Washington DC.

The beginnings of Raffles were humble. In
1999, when Qureshi started the company,
the Pakistani market was flooded with
counterfeit computers and pirated
software. Qureshi wanted not only to
establish the first domestic computer
brand, but also to bring to the market new
opportunities, skills and innovation that
go with licensed, legitimate businesses.

This was an ambitious goal. His firm
needed local investment and hoped to
develop partnerships with Microsoft
Corporation, Intel Corporation and
similar companies. But investors were
reluctant to deal with an unknown
startup, and American technology giants
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were wary of Pakistan’s business climate. Government
agencies, which were in the position to validate Raffles
through procurement, did not see much value in
having licensed products.

“It took a lot of convincing and educating,” Qureshi
said. Despite the effort, he said, in the first three
years, he wasn't quite sure whether his company’s
local computer brand ever would succeed. But a
breakthrough came when the Pakistani Department
of Information Technology in Punjab directed that all
government organizations and educational institutions
consider the Raffles system because the company was
local and provided fast technical support and regular
software updates.

From that point, Raffles gained more recognition,
which led to the company increasing its market share,
obtaining more licensing agreements and eventually
expanding overseas.

The test of Qureshi’s business acumen came with
iRaffles, the first premium Apple computer store in
Pakistan and a joint venture between Apple Computer
Inc. and Raffles. When the store was ready to open in
2008, after a year of preparations, Qureshi suddenly
faced demand depressed by tight credit and the global
recession, with national political turmoil on top of
that souring consumers’ moods.

He decided to press ahead with the opening anyway.
“With the right planning and push in the right
direction, T hoped to persevere,” he said. After a tough
first year, iRaflles persuaded some newly launched TV
stations to use Apple products, which got the products
noticed by viewers and, in turn, drove an increased
demand for them.

Qureshi’s credo seems to be push yourself to the limit
and never rest, and his aspirations go beyond making
profits. Recently, he talked the provincial government
of Punjab into forming a partnership with Microsoft
designed to curb intellectual property piracy and bring
innovation to the province. As a result of those efforts,
a Microsoft innovation center will launch soon in the

first Software Technology Park in Lahore.

“My hope is that the outside world will read it as
a powerful signal that Pakistan is on the road to
becoming a good place for investment,” Qureshi said.
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From Philosophy to Food,

Asian Culture
Inspires Americans

If you haven't tasted a Korean barbecue short-
rib taco, popularly known as the Kogi, you
must. Chased with chili salsa, kimchi and
crushed sesame seeds, the Kogi is an invention
so new that it is sold only from two roaming
trucks in Southern California. The drivers post
their destinations on the social networking site
Twitter, and folks line the streets in Orange
County and Los Angeles —sometimes waiting
for up to two hours. Food lovers around the
country are waiting anxiously for the trucks to
go national. Next stop: New York City.

What happens in California rarely stays in (AP Photo)
California — it spreads like wildfire to the rest '
of the country and beyond. And many of these - = .; . 2
artistic and cultural innovations are, more ' g_gad)}r 2 £ M

often than not, inspired and informed by an
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Asian cultural influences have lapped at the ” = " "

American shores ever since the Chinese

brought their herbal medicines and array -LfJLridﬂﬁJu//‘ ‘J/’U:(LGJ/&‘)’J/G/L KL//..E(,P’/’Z_._«T/%I
of other plants during the California Gold ‘ N . ) T L
Rush in the mid-19th century. But it’s only »,a’..fgua;k(u‘;ﬁ e byt Sl K y;ﬁ:k(/:ﬁ C//J:C:LLJI’»/:’/L ..g;&u/u.?/r‘a Cl s
since the 1980s that Asias influence, along o v & , . L e,

with Asian-American demographic growth, J/"J“/‘;}C}JJ’JJQ ""t"f"‘”‘j':o;f 7= lllie U sl -‘dAgJ/V/”/E@‘@/
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respectable and — indeed — desirable. The PR ’ o S

effect is that what once was considered ethnic - t‘nl./z(d;id?.'d:f:d%;jﬁé tl L_fc)'}/c’ 25 L u//' UICJ K Luxn":k(

or even esoteric has spilled irrevocably into the - e s < P %
. .. . . . i e o= I L i e ‘13 1o
mainstream, mixing with mainstream habits C/{ U‘JDL/U{/ = Dyl L o k=) TwittereAL- N /JLU//U <~

@ oLl
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Go to a public park in any major metropolis Jlk‘u(d_ru:y»":gd:bﬂédﬂqﬂ’é){fé L//%"Ku:(/ulfédux,u/*/ﬂufu'%

and see ‘Americans of all colors and stripes

practicing tai chi, the ancient Chinese exercise. JQ';'UM":’!JL&Lﬂafl/'elulméﬁ'u( Ku;u’fuf“’/lﬁéJ/}_._fgﬂﬂét""ﬂ‘%“

In supermarkets, you can easily find fish sauce

and wasabi. Turn on the television and see dg'djg/&ié’lgBOJgfc//G/JM‘ Yy 74 J[J/J»(/;u?uf‘az/jlb;i
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movie about a slum dv g a game show in India.

The popularity of acupuncture or yoga, the ancient form of

spiritual practice, or the fact that many women and men of
¢ a South A

s that Asian cultures have evolved
ted in the 21st century to the extent tlnt it's
often non-Asian Americans who practice and promote /
cultures.

American letters now yr Chinese last name
r is news. What'

and fully integ

pnpuidr r]mt many L th:-t thlllk{.l’\ and writers \'an‘lt, 7

(. |11n.1 muldn t make the same movie. But just as Kung Fu P: inda
; nce crew named Jabbawockeez wowed

Americ:

and won M1 Dance Crew. S

members on the team were of Asian descent.

(AP Pt

noto)

West has changed the East, indeed. But for every McDonald’s
that springs up abroad, we should take into account the Thai and
Vietnamese restaurants that line the major cities in America.
East is changing the West too, in profound ways. After all, one
does not believe in the effects of feng shui and acupuncture
without eventually recognizing the chi, that mysterious force
ancient Taoist priests saw flowing through the universe. One
does not practice yoga and meditation without making some
kind of inroads into the nature of the enlightened mind, the way
ancient yogi saw it.

Tu Weiming, the Confucian scholar at Harvard University,
called this new millennium “a second axial age.” “It is a kind of
era where various traditions exist side by side for the first time
for the picking,” he states. That is to say, people living both in the
East and the West now have more options than simply accepting
the traditions in which they grew up.

The story of America began with a vision of the East. It was
in search of Cathay and the Indies, their riches that spurred
Columbus to sail west, where he found a new continent instead.
That vision remains alluring. And that epic meeting hasn’t yet
come to a conclusion. We're only approaching the dramatic
turning points at the beginning of the 21st century.
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PAKISTAN'S YOUTH
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Twelve dynamic teenagers looked
seriously concerned and dedicated

as they fed the birds and cleaned
pollutants from the mirky water by
the port area of Karachi. ‘This is a
group of 12 students from different
schools and colleges of Karachi
who call themselves Earth- Savers. |
They are participants of the iEARN ;
YouthCaN Pakistan project. ¥

With support from the Avari group
and Beach Luxury Hotel, the Earth
Savers gathered at a local Hotel and
started off their morning by cleaning
the water body in front of the hotel
premises. The water was full of trash
including wrappers, polythene bags |
and plastic bottles mainly tossed by
the visitors to the Hotel. The group
sailed for five hours on the small
wooden boats connected to a strong
rope tied on the edge and collected
trash in long nets as they sailed. The
trash was then disposed off in jute
bags to protect the environment.

Later the group left for the mangroves
island and spend sometime feeding

the birds in the lagoon which serves 9//&&%@8&&.):(/1Z.IJ&LDKMJ:Jui,'/;ﬂi;‘a,/dﬁ;lu(uu/rcd‘ﬁ;:’(jgd/{.’c)'ﬁ)m@o/@
Zid;};ege?ea; ist;twi(:afs S%?: lzglj)i:tﬁz 2L ] gufigwéu’u-u;g{u:;w/_;”:;_m‘a.r,/ KL UAC I L GRS, &

some oil spills so these birds have -ugdf(é

stopped coming here. N . P
PP 8 :((}Lu’rél/cc‘jy'/lcl(ddlulc_rb"u"jrdb»b( etml” (Llu,«cu.JJMUJ%@/J’.:«J/UJU

Towards the end of the day the - :

group completed their last activity SRS !Jnt/ﬁu{d{.xﬂfdf/l};ulugﬁwf‘i‘ri.wufgﬁlﬁwi/fcz_ﬁ/&gd-g@d;/db
by planting a palm tree. This palm . . o .. o
tree marks Earth- Savers visit to the ‘C‘Jl?.i‘uf(f“;‘cc/bxybgﬁ‘&/”’{. U’f'(d’g‘fd}djgf"—*:"/‘c SHEZ RV, S04

community and their commitment -ElgL@é_{m’c&)’Sﬁc'be)/ﬁuZ/XfJngﬁlgCJ/it/(‘j‘%/éu'

to a clean environment. Their hard

work day is a great example of how (u,,uzé_l‘j"{:_Lll)‘,;lu(u;,u’/_:Ll;"L/ug,/,llfn,;lub}}‘&/_{ZLbu?uu/@.r;/;(u:ub/u/uﬁpf
the young people of Pakistan can ' Do . - R O
be proactive in community issues “LL”’{L"ulf'-’-a-u"c/ec“""'/'c‘-’"j‘ﬁf'mﬁ"/40‘{Vku:‘-~/zu";¢’k>(3-”()d)‘jw9dp
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and can make a difference. The local business,
organizations and community leaders can play
a vital role in providing guidance and synergy
to the young people in order to be active and
informed citizens of society.

iEARN YouthCaN is a youth run global project
that uses technology to inspire, connect and
educate people worldwide about environmental
issues. In response to the ever increasing
environmental threats and issues in Pakistan, a
group of young people in Pakistan decided to
start the IEARN YouthCAN chapter for Pakistan
and have performed several projects including
beach cleanups, tree plantations, goverenment
school cleaning, dustbin installation in different
government schools, paper recycling, online
YouthCaN forum workshops and environment
presentations in different schools of Karachi.
The project is nationally headed by a group of
25 iIEARN YES (Youth Exchange and Study)
Alumni who have been to U.5.A on a high school
exchange program and are now volunteering
as Earth Savers to save the environment of
Pakistan through various 1IEARN-YouthCaN

environment projects.

Reported by the iEARN —Pakistan Office-A
project of Society for International Education
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Photo credit: JOBS Program

A USAID PROGRAM EKS TO

TRAIN 100,000 PAKISTANI YOUTH

FOR IN-DEMAND JOBS

o

o

Holding an electric arc in his right hand, and a steel and
glass helmet in front of his face with his left, Najeeb
Ahmed bears down on a sheet of metal, focusing
intensely as he heats a straight line across a forge under
the watchful eye of an experienced ironworker.

Like millions of young Pakistanis, the 30-year-old
Najeeb is ambitious and eager to work yet is nonetheless
unemployed. Becoming a welder may be his last chance
to provide a good life for his family of six. Previously,
he had eked out a meager living as a clerk in a garment

- shop until even that fell through because of the

business’s poor sales.

“The future looked very bleak,” Najeeb said, wiping his
brow after removing his mask. “It’s only been a few days

of the training and I already feel skilled to take on a job.
24 | Khabr-o-Nazar

+
‘—f A

" o R T TN L .
&53_.[‘[/3/?{1,‘!‘/-..!{ 1\1\\ l
= ) i . Faiy -~ ‘1 \ 1
L Lgo_Lé'/:e;y;L':'wJufubm

= r A o
ekl der
.

g By el Z U ne Bt b T
e i) ST, L6 e ) Bt i L E S L
e s 2SSk
Ki./(w.‘q_‘f’?fzugu"-’__,ff,lvsoc)xfuiwdw LUl
KU Srg e ot hond e Cietoc Kna Effngfc 1558
O b o 22§ s KE T IUTE Uy
DY S PN ¢ BV { B AR L OSSR P81 7
B

A GUben FTE w2 g5 e Lt




Najeeb focuses during welding training. He is among
100,000 underemployed Pakistani youth USAID is
training and helping with job placement under its
Economic Growth program.
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Just a short time ago, I wasn’t sure how I was going to
feed my family.”

Najeeb is among thousands of young Pakistanis caught
in the long-standing gap between job skills the business
sector requires for growth and the standard training
that young men and women receive in the Pakistani
education and vocational system. Ironically, the country
simultaneously has a critical need for qualified workers
while unemployment remains alarmingly high.

When Najeeb learned that he met the criteria for the
welding training supported by the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID), he immediately
registered with the Training Institute in Multan. He
joined 24 other apprentices at this training center, where
they learned to manufacture materials ranging from
window bars to farm tools.

The training focuses on teaching two types of welding
methods in high demand in Pakistan: gas metal and
shielding metal arc welding. The six-month training
program will empower youth with a skill demanded by
employers and will facilitate their placement in Multan
factories that specialize in manufacturing agricultural
implements.

Welders attending this training institute are part of a
USAID program that connects jobseekers with employers
through linkages that join skills demanded by local

businesses with targeted training.

From the business owners’ perspective, this program
provides substantial benefits as well.  Participating
employers have committed to hiring 25 newly-trained
youth into their companies. The welding students are
a part of the first 100 trainings being conducted by a
USAID project called JOBS in sectors such as Agriculture,
Energy, Fisheries and Textiles. These trainings will help
less-educated young adults to specialize in the particular
needs of an industry and ultimately provide them
opportunities for stable sources of income.

The project seeks to facilitate the placement of 100,000
Pakistanis — at least half women — in skill-matched
jobs through training and placement centers that
establish linkages with the businesses, complementing
other USAID programs such as education, health, and

economic growth initiatives.

- “As soon as I completed my training, I started receiving
a salary which was enough to meet our everyday living
costs,” Najeeb said later. “I've always dreamed of having
a brighter future for my children, and with USAID’s

support, I can see that happening.”
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Reporting
New Realities

!N e.SIA.AND THE PACIFIC
Hong Kang = April 7‘ .28. 2010

o ..:.:_ I_._: o

y

200 Asia-Pacific journalists from 21
nations meet in Hong Kong

Three prominent Pakistani journalists,
Ms. Mariana Baabar of The News, Mr.
Ethesham ul Haq from Saama TV and
Mr. Rasheed Safi of daily Mashriq, along
with 200 fellow journalists and media
professionals from 21 nations recently
met in Hong Kong for the second
International Media Conference held in
collaboration with the East-West Center
at the University of Hong Kong,.

The theme for the conference was
“Reporting New Realities in Asta and the
Pacific.” The event discussed important
regional news and media issues through
speakers and a distinguished panel of
experts. Media training workshops on a

variety of important professional skills
were offered. The event was an opportunity
for Asian and Pacific Island nations to
share and exchange views. U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs, Dr. Kurt Campbell, was
one of the keynote speakers.
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Alumni Connect

a Hameed, MPA

from South Asian |
countries that are
playing their roles quite effectively in their
own respective countries. Throughout our
journey we built liaisons within the group 7%
which will last us a lifetime. As women
from the same continent, we have similar
challenges, but each of us had a unique
solution to help our community
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_ %! women  leaders

—

The International Visitor Program on ___.
“Women as Political Leaders” was an
opportunity to visit four very diverse states,
each with its own unique culture. QOur
first stop was Washington, DC. Besides
being the capital it’s a beautiful city. The
cool weather was a bit of a shock, but
nevertheless, a pleasant one. :

"The city is a combination of history, politics
power and scenic beauty. I was surprised to
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learn that all of the buildings in Washington,
DC must be shorter than the Capitol
building. To me, that further demonstrated
the power of elected government.

Arlington Cemetery, which is a burial
ground for veterans dating back
America’s Civil war is marked by beautiful
statues that are truly eye catching. On
the second day we attended a lecture on
the government system. The lecture was a

timely one as it helped us throughout the
visit. We had heard that the American

government is for the people, by the people,

and of the people, but it was still surprising
to see how true that is. Even judges have to
contest elections unlike our countries where
judges are appointed. Some day we might
see this transition in Pakistan also. We also
visited USAID and UNDIP offices. Since
Pakistan receives assistances from these
organizations, these proved to be very useful
meetings. They appreciated our feedback that
parliamentarians’ training programs need to
be held locally and how foreign NGOs need
to bring parliamentarians on board when
funding rural projects in Pakistan.

While in DC, we also visited the women’s

to e

suffrage center. It was very inspiring to see
how women have successfully fought for
their rights. Each room was like turning
the page of a history book, only it felt more
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alive. At the State Department, Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton’s team briefed
us on the various initiatives the Obama
administration is working on, especially
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women’s rights. It was impressive to see the
kind of steps she is taking to provide relief to
women at the grassroots level. Moreover, she
has designated a specialist for each country
so that she can gain a better understanding
of the issues on the ground.

However, since there are several differences
in South Asian and American culture, I feel
that there needs to be more interaction so
that the Secretary can gain a more realistic
insight into this region. Her visit to Pakistan
in October 2009 was an important step in
this direction.

Finally we the Senate. As
parliamentarians, we were really excited to
see the Health Care bill being debated. I
was disappointed to see only a sprinkling of
women in the Senate. It is sad that while
there are many American women leaders

visited

in other fields, there are still very few in
politics. I guess it very expensive to run for
an election. Being appointed to reserved
seats, as is done in Pakistan, gives women a
boost initially, considering that the majority
of women here are financially dependent on
male family members.

I missed the cherry blossom season because
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it was too early for the flowers to bloom —
but I've heard that it is a memorable sight.
Better luck next time.

Our next stop was Reno, Nevada. It was

cold snow-capped
mountains surrounded us. Everything was
new for us. Life in Reno is much slower
because it’s a small city, and people were
very casually dressed, in stark contrast to

Washington, DC.

InNevada, we met women running for office,
interacted with the Hispanic minority there
and learned of the problems that people
without proper legal documentation face,
including challenges Latino woman face
running as minority candidates. We also had
a useful conversation with a retired judge

and snowing, and

which was truly an enlightening experience
for us. The university was beautiful with all
kinds of facilities available for students. We
hope to see the same in Pakistan, particularly
in the government-run universities. We
met with the local tribal head who is a
woman. She explained how they have their
own tribal government apart from the state
and the deteriorating state of their tribal
ways as youth leave the reservation. We
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too have a strong tribal system in northern
Pakistan, with people facing similar issues.
The highlight of the visit was attending the
Women’s Day conference where we all got
to meet local community leaders.

When we landed in Pensacola, it was nice
and warm, with lovely sandy beaches. We
finally took our coats off. A tour of the lovely
unijversity brought back many memories of
my own student life. The highlight here was
the home hospitality where I experienced
the true taste of American family life.
Pensacola is a city where people vacation
or retire because the weather is warm. We
enjoyed fresh sea food and sea breeze; it was
like a holiday. We also met the Mayor and
were given honorary citizenship of the city.
We also met a councilor who was running
for the next mayoral election. She shared
her experience of running for office and
the challenges that she faced during the
campaign.

Overall, this was a wonderful experience.
I learned a lot about women’s roles and
struggles in the United States, some of
which arent too different from ours in

Pakistan.
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Admission to Union: June 1, 1796 1796 uﬁ{ e Uty
Capital: Nashville J# et
Population: 6,214,888 6,214,888

State Flag LY State Seal paey
State Bird: kel State Flower: WELERY
Mocking Bird oy Iris v

Tennessee is situated in the Southeastern United States
of America. It has a population of 6,214,888, and covers
109,220 square kilometers. Tennessee is bordered by
Virginia and Kentucky to the north, North Carolina
to the east, Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi to the
south, and Missouri and Arkansas to the west. The
Mississippi River forms the state’s western border and
the Appalachian Mountains dominate the eastern part of
the state. Tennessee’s capital and the second largest city
is Nashville. Memphis is the state’s largest city, with a
population of 670,902.

Tennessee was admitted to the Union as the 16th state
on June 1, 1796. In the early 19th-century, Tennessee
was home to some of American history’s most colorful
political figures, among them Davy Crockett, Andrew
Jackson, and Sam Houston. Tennessee was the last state
to leave the Union and join the Confederacy at the
outbreak of the U.S. Civil War in 1861, and the first state
to be readmitted to the Union at the end of the war.

In the 20th century, Tennessee transitioned from an
agricultural economy to a more diversified economy, aided
at times by federal entities such as the Tennessee Valley
Authority. In the early 1940s, Oak Ridge, Tennessee was
established to house the Manhattan Project’s uranium
enrichment facilities, helping to build the world’s first
nuclear bomb.

Tennessee is the home of country music, and has played a
significant role in the progress of rock and roll and early
blues music. Beale Street in Mempbhis is considered by
many to be the birthplace of the blues, with musicians
such as W.C. Handy performing in its clubs as early
as 1909. Memphis was also home to Sun Records,
where musicians such as Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash,

ST uie bt 3 end Lo F et
VEJEL Uiee #F 8,109,220 3.1 6,214,888
A A MU R B O iz
P& e COULInI S Sl
Lo B2 PL o) Ny Bl e o KKy
bl e Ern s il et RAL
- 670,902, TS e 1z

Sy g bl ML/Q’)16J~..G‘J:179601?{/&;!
AP bt 1 AL Sar 19T S
cehS Bt P e Sk P e sl
LEe 861y e Pt
U Ln JE U S e e oy 5 T
gfdcu:u:'g&‘f‘up&v’miﬁ;u,mfupdﬂ
@

LI - S RSy S AP I
Diics $i1 Fon et 2 L i . n iz
y’u:frg K&‘f@;qﬁu‘j@li1 94034 & Ussly!
J(/Uc«l;:‘;&f&f»?" J(f%ﬁi;f"‘u’fuﬁfb
SOt K e P

Qb St Uns sd S & sl K G S N

o,

Khabr-o-Nazar | 31



- |
I
-

(AP photo)

32 | Khabr-o-Nazar

| Carl Perkins, Jerry Lee Lewis, Roy Orbison, and

Charlie Rich began their professional careers, and
where rock and roll took shape in the 1950s. The
1927 Victor recording sessions in Bristol generally
mark the beginning of the country music genre,
and the rise of the Grand Ole Opry in the 1930s
helped make Nashville the center of the country
music recording industry.

Tennessee’s main industries include manufacturing,
agriculture, and tourism. Tobacco, cotton, and
soybeans arc the state’s primary agricultural
crops, and major manufacturing exports include
chemicals, transportation equipment, and electrical

equipment. The Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, the nation’s most visited national park, is
headquartered in the eastern part of the state, and
a section of the Appalachian Trail roughly follows
the Tennessee-North Carolina border. Other
major tourist attractions include Elvis Presley’s
Graceland in Memphis and the Tennessee
Aquarium in Chattanooga.
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hub for the health care, music, publishing, banking o s, . g if
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number of educational institutions.

Memphis is a city in the southwest corner of
Tennessee. ‘The city is located south of the
convergence of the Wolf and Mississippi rivers.
The greater Memphis metropolitan area, including
adjoining counties in Mississippi and Arkansas, has
a population of 1,280,533. This makes Memphis
the second largest metropolitan area in Tennessee,
surpassed only by metropolitan Nashville, which
overtook Memphis in recent years.
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U.S. projects to Boost
Pakistan’s Agriculture
Sector profitability

Agriculture is Pakistan’s principal
economic activity, accounting for
23 percent of the country’s Gross
Domestic Product. It occupies
44 percent of the labor force,
reaching as high as 70 to 95
percent in rural areas. A modern
and  regionally  competitive
agriculture economy is the
single most important engine to
produce jobs and raise incomes
for the majority of the poorest of
Pakistan’s citizens.

Over the next five years, the
United States through USAID
programs will seek to modernize
the  agricultural  production
chain, as well as strengthen
market linkages between small-
scale farmers, large-scale food
producers and exporters, to
substantially increase agricultural
incomes.

In collaboration with private
and public sectors partners, U.S.
funded agricultural projects will
increase productivity, improve
marketing, and raise farmer
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incomes. They will focus on remote
rural communities in dairy, food,
and  horticulture  production;
improve the country’s agriculture
research capability; upgrade
irrigation  systems and promote
advanced water management to
improve efliciency of water use.
‘They will also establish cold-storage
facilities linked to key trade routes;
and reduce post harvest food grain
losses through improved transport,
storage and marketing.

USAID’s - programs will engage
national and provincial governments
and the international donor comm-
unity to press for policy reforms
such as eliminating restrictions
on the cross-border movement of
agricultural commodities, modern-
izing distribution systems, and lifting
price controls.

Pakistan has the potential to
become a modern, market-
driven agricultural economy that
simultaneously meets domestic
food requirements while earning
foreign exchange through exports.
A thriving agricultural industry
will improve the lives of thousands
of Pakistan’s farmers and rural
populations  through increased
employment opportunities  and
enhanced income.
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Title:
What's Up America: a foreigner’s

guide to understanding Americans

Editors:
Diane Asitimbay

Publisher:
Culturelink Press. 2009.

Pages:
271
ISBN 09759278639

Description:

Diane Asitimbay the author is a humorous intercultural
expert, international educator, speaker and author of
“What’s Up America?” Uncovering the absurdities of
American life with penetrating wit, Diane Asitimbay
gives us a peek at Americans behavior as viewed by non-
Americans.

Diane has been called “a powerful and important emerging
cultural commentator” for the way she enlightens and
entertains us when she dissects cultural quirks, from
magnets on refrigerators to the bumper stickers on our
cars.

Bornandraised in Detroit,Diane gets her global perspective
from her years as a journalist in Mexico City, her studies in
Ecuador and Spain, her travels to Thailand and India, and
the culture interchanges with her Ecuadorian husband.

Asitimbay has 20 years of experience helping international
students and visitors adjust to the U.S.

Organized into twenty chapters, the author boldly
answers questions like the following. Why do many young

Americans leave home when they turn eighteen years old? <?

What is American food? Why are so many Americans on
diets but still overweight? How do we judge if an American
is just being friendly or truly being a friend?

You'll find everything foreigners always want to know
about Americans but are afraid to ask. The author answers
the real questions that foreigners have asked her in the
course of her international career.

Lincoln Corner Islamabad
International Islamic University
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L

(AP photo)

Q: How long may I stay in the U.S. on my F-1 student
visa?

A: When you enter the United States on a student visa, you will
usually be admitted for the duration of your student status. That
means you may stay as long as you are a full time student, even if
the F-1 visa in your passport expires while you are in America. For
a student who has completed the course of studies shown on the
1-20, and any authorized practical training, the student is allowed
the following additional time in the U.S. before departure:

F-1 student - An additional 60 days, to prepare for departure from
the U.S. or to transfer to another school.

M-1 student - An additional 30 days to depart the U.S. (Fixed
time period, in total not to exceed one year). The 30 days to prepare
for departure is permitted as long as the student maintained a full
course of study and maintained status. An M student may receive
extensions up to three years for the total program.

“Your chance to ask the Consul General at the
U.S. Embassy, Islamabad your visa related gquestion”
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Q: What happens if I stay in the U.S. beyond my authorized
stay or go out of student status?

A: Tt is important that you depart the U.S. on or before the last day
you are authorized to be in the U.S. on any given trip, based on the
specified end date on your Arrival-Departure Record, Form 1-94.
Staying beyond the period of time authorized by the DHS causes
you to be out-of-status in the United States, which is a violation of
U.S. immigration laws. This may cause you to be ineligible for a visa
in the future for return travel to the U.S.

Staying unlawfully in the United States beyond the date Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) officials have authorized, even by one
day, results in your visa being automatically voided, in accordance
with immigration law, INA 222(g). In this situation, you are required
to reapply for a new nonimmigrant visa, generally in your country of
nationality.

Q: What is Optional Practical Training and how do I find
out if I qualify?

A: Students who are authorized for Optional Practical Training
(OPT) must have an 1-20 endorsed for OPT, and provide a
USCIS-issued. Employment Authorization Document (EAD).
When authorized, Optional Practical Training (OPT) is temporary
employment that is directly related to the eligible F-1 student’s area
of study.

Q: What is SEVIS and SEVP? What should I know about
it?

A: The Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) is designed to
help the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Department
of State better monitor school and exchange programs and F, M
and J category visitors. Exchange visitor and student information
is maintained in the Student and Exchange Visitor Information
System (SEVIS). SEVIS is an Internet-based system that maintains
accurate and current information on non-immigrant students (F and
M visa), exchange visitors (] visa), and their dependents (F-2, M-2,
and J-2). SEVIS enables schools and program sponsors to transmit
mandatory information and event notifications via the Internet, to
the DHS and Department of State (DOS) throughout a student or
exchange visitor’s stay in the United States.

All student applicants must have a SEVIS generated I-20 issued by an
educational institution approved by DHS, which they submit when
they are applying for their student visa. Your school is responsible
for entering your information for the I-20 student visa form into
SEVIS. The consular officer will need to verify your 1-20 record
electronically through the SEVIS system in order to process your
student visa application. Unless otherwise exempt, all F-1 or M-1
principal applicants must pay a SEVIS I-901 fee to the DHS for
each individual program.

Additional Information:

To learn more about OPT and SEVIS, please visit the U.S. Customs
and Immigration Service (USCIS) Website at http://www.uscis.
gov and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement international
students webpage at http://www.ice.gov/sevis/index.htm.

20 | haher ~ KNaonr

<u3£mﬁlt£dr‘7£lzw{/lap’T..;Tc.w,(fndju_}ui
L1396 Lt (3O 6 L L s
1496 T INA222(gusb e R & AT £ o fit
Pl e bonlnfd LTt e S e tonlss Fod
e d Lipsan R e

Sl Tun MEI I’J”{-‘- dsr L.-:'/h‘izﬁf“uudi.l::"' I
Sunle/ i LA

b P2 L e G il S (OPD e 3 ABIUE b 112
= SHSAGTS R mun & SIS 61-202 £ 3ot ot
301 et BFL S I8N S S e ithns S
_f‘_u”‘i}“;/uuu.c.uﬂdfiédsﬁd -1l e Qore itk

0 Ll MUILE Ut A Lt SEVP i SEVIS:ir
163 E65 U F S by s (SEVPY AL i 01 St
4/,%“-”&;&;/‘;,&5/@ FM,J sl (I/Qéi{l I Bl
cfiyu _»;s,f/us/bg/Ku}#u:.:./géf“_juwu‘;, é’fn_f_/&!f
e K1tz e T ey e be U SEVIS) 261 s
F2 WAL itz )i2 801 s Ealasn) b
STOSIA I B3 Bl Sost e e s E(M-2 J-2
LALER 23 e a3 L ey I
op1 i) KUrihyol e\ G unL efe g oG Ut
S E G A2 B IS5 s
LRGSR LS e $nfd £ el bz sentiss
Jigld:‘émo:/d/(gK:./bld..&/_"lo{’.mmrpﬁ1—ZODJ/C”L?.{{_/}
L Ly eissioy e bbb U1 S e S 2 0
815 223511200 e bty IFIE T it
("'/uz’léu’d,dlu:’u}fT)"Z}}_.:./@uui’uz’léTd,dtuz’ut}’fii
Sripestd _Tre dnt/Jud§ 31208 T 5L
Jt‘ﬂfbg;'uﬁ'rﬁu@ﬂw'fuuf-{-&3ndu/"’i£-—@*/:g
EISsL L 1oy oS bnp it £ gbirsertins M F-Apl
U SBUESEVIS 1-90147

RS R By

SURID Pt F Rl el pte N SEVIS . OPT
M/}ﬁ’%j’g'(ﬁ/?’u’ http://www.uscis.gov&L/h./_:d/(u'fléf
< http://www.ice.gov/sevis/index,htm @%,f,‘,f/lﬁ/":l

el



e
GRAVPHIIC INJOWVIELS

PRAWING THE ASIANAMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Asian-American
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Graphic Novels: An Evolving Art
Form Tackles New Themes

have attained
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Asian-American Graphic Novelist
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