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A view of

ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER

the main building of the new World Trade Center complex in Lower
Manhattan, New York City. One World Trade Center is the tallest
skyscraper in Western Hemisphere and the fourth-tallest in the world.
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Editor’s

corner

Dear Readers,

What comes to mind when you think of trade? Is it the flow of
goods across the border from Afghanistan to Pakistan, or huge
crates slowly making their way from ports in Asia across the
Pacific Ocean to California? Maybe it is the excitement of being
an entrepreneur in an emerging economy and selling your products
to overseas markets? However you see it, international trade is the
exchange of capital, goods and services across country borders.
International trade has a huge impact on everyone’s quality of life,
and in an increasingly globalized world, is absolutely essential to
growth and prosperity.

In this edition of Khabr-o-Nazar, we take a look at the individuals,
businesses, and institutions that are working to further international
trade in the United States and Pakistan. The U.S. is Pakistan’s largest
trading partner, and for a good reason. We remain committed to an
economic relationship that taps into the enormous potential of the
people of Pakistan. In this edition of Khabr-o-Nazar, you’ll learn
about the importance of breaking down barriers to trade and hear
from someone whose job is to make sure that the global marketplace
is fair to all Pakistanis. You will also hear from the U.S. Ambassador
to Pakistan, Richard Olson, and get a gimpse into what happened
on a recent Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
Trade Mission to the United States. For more personal perspectives,
read up on some young Pakistani women who are training to become
trade professionals with a little help from the American people.

We’ve received an enthusiastic response from our readers on the
“50 states of America” series, and it continues in this edition with a
feature on the U.S.” most populous state, California. We also invite
you to appreciate a piece of literature that explores the Sufism and
Quawwali music experience from an American perspective. Lastly,
we explore Pakistan’s beloved sport, cricket, and how its popularity
is growing in the US.

As you can see, this issue has something for everyone, and we hope
you enjoy reading it. Give us your thoughts about this edition of
Khabr-0-Nazar and tell us what you'd like to see in the future. We
look forward to hearing from youl m

Sincerely,

|,A., W !V Harwtn

(,ynrhm Harvey e

Managing Editor and Embassy Spokesperson

U.S. Embassy
Email: intﬂoish@zsmte.g()\‘ | Website: http://islambad.usembassy.gov
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I am pleased to write these
lines about your prestigious

monthly magazine Khabro-
o-Nazar.  The articles on
entrepreneurship  in the

previous issue stimulated new
ideas in my mind and enabled
me to share the valuable
information with my students,
most of whom aspire to
start their own businesses in
the future. I congratulate to
the entire Khabro-o-Nazar
team for publishing such an
informative and worth-reading
journal.

Captain (retd.) Syed Hamid
Ali Shah

Principal, Quaid-e-Azam
College of Commerce,
University of Peshawar

Dear Syed,

Thank you for your letter. It is great
to bear that the magazine is helping
your students.  We are norking
bard every day to ensure that this
publication is a relevant tool not only
1o teach Pafkistanis about the United
States, but also to generate ideas on
important fopics like business and
entreprencurship.  Hopefully what
you have learned, and what they
learn from you, not only infornis the
development of their own bisinesses,
but belps further overall trade in
Pakistan, the topic of this month’s
issue!
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Besides disseminating valuable
information about US. culture
and society, this magazine also
serves as a bridge between
the peoples of Pakistan and
the United States of America.
Particularly, the articles about
the “50 States of America”

provide useful information
about each of the states in the
country. I would like to suggest
that translation of the works
of modern American poets
also be included in subsequent
issues of “Khabro-o-Nazar.”

Sami Jamal
Karachi

Dear Sami,

Thank you for your letter. We
Jirmly believe that Khabr-o -Nazar
5 a bridge between Americans and
Pakistanis and it is great that you
agree. The 50 States of America
are dynamic and impressive in their
own ways, which is why we are eager
1o feature them in each issue of our
magazine.  Featuring  American
poets s a great idea ﬁnﬁ‘ our next
issue. In the meantime, enjoy a short,
non-fiction piece we have included in
this months edition by our Cultural
Affairs Attache, [udith Ravin.

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR
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EXPANDED MARKETS, EXPANDED OPPORTUNITY

4"

A Bragilian farmer uses a machine to rake drying coffee beans inside a greenhouse, an innovative technique introduced to boost productivity.
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goods and services across borders by reducing traditional

trade barriers such as tariffs, quotas and bans. Establishing an
environment of unrestricted, nonbiased trade fosters competition,
inspires innovation and benefits all parties.

Regiona] free trade agreements facilitate the free flow of

While international competition may harm some domestic
industries, it ultimately results in greater economic and social
stability for countries, access to new markets and increased capital
for businesses, and lower prices and more choices for consumers.

STRONGER ECONOMY

Regional free trade agreements put countries on a shared path to
prosperity. From spurring economic growth to enhancing regional
security, free trade confers upon participating countries a range of
economic, societal and political benefits.

The competition, innovation and knowledge transfer stimulated by
free trade generate growth in developed and developing countries
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alike. According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Bhutan
experienced more than a 77 percent increase in its gross domestic
product (GDP) since signing the South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA) agreement. Other SAFTA countries such as India and Sri
Lanka have experienced similar growth.

Beyond bolstering a country’s economy, free trade enhances a
country’s investment appeal. By reducing trade restrictions and
encouraging greater transparency, regional free-trade agreements
create an economic predictability that eases investors’” concerns and
increases the likelihood of investment. According to the World
Bank, for example, net inflows of foreign direct investment (FDT)
to Kenya increased by more than 250 percent after it helped form
the East African Community (EAC) trading bloc.

HOW BUSINESS BENEFITS
FREE TRADE
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® Encourages innovation

e Increases productivity and

efficiency

IMPROVED LIVING STANDARDS

Free trade produces social benefits, too. Countries that are more
open to international trade boast higher employment rates, higher
incomes and better living standards than countries that restrict trade.
For example, Mexico’s poverty rate, defined by the World Bank as
the percentage of the population living on less than $2 a day, has
decreased 63 percent since the country signed the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994. Moreover, Mexican
sectors that export 60 percent or more of their products pay wages
39 percent higher than Mexican sectors that do not.

Canada has also experienced NAFTA’ ssocietal benefits; according
to the World Bank, the country has seen a 23 percent drop in
unemployment since signing the regional free trade agreement.

BETTER GOVERNANCE

Regional free trade agreements also promote good governance by
incorporating binding commitments to transparency, due process
and public accountability. Where improved living standards remove
the incentive for corruption, international commitments remove the
opportunity.
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For Rwanda, joining the EAC has contributed to a 220 percent
reduction in corruption, according to the World Bank’s Worldwide
Governance Indicators (WGI).

Other countries have also reaped the political benefits of free trade.
El Salvador, for example, has improved its WGI rule-of-law rating
by 92 percent and its regulatory quality rating by 388 percent since
joining the Dominican Republic Central America United States Free
Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR). Fellow signatories Honduras and
Nicaragua have made comparable improvements.

ENHANCED SECURITY

The political stability and personal prosperity furthered by free trade

TTT 1 LARAAAANZ
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also lead to enhanced regional security and stability. When countries
trade freely, they become economically engaged with one another
and are less likely to go to war. For example, since forming the
European Union, the continent that staged two World Wars is now
home to some of the world’s most peaceful countries. Simply put,
the path to prosperity is also a path to peace. m

Conrtesy of: Burean of International Lformation Programs, U.S. Department
of State.
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ON THE CUSP OF REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY

By U.S.
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This article was originally published in the
Hutfington Post on November 25th, in
anticipation of the SAARC Summit held on
November 26-27, 2014 in Nepal.

18th Summit of the South Asian Association for Regional

Cooperation (SAARC), there is growing expectation for the
discussions to result in stronger economic and energy connectivity
in the region and opportunity for enhanced regional collaboration
on a host of other areas. While it is too early to tell what agreements
will be forged at the SAARC summit, such a focus is long overdue in
a region that continues to be one of the least connected in terms of
interregional trade. The United States firmly believes that increased
regional economic connectivity within South Asia, as well as with
other parts of Asia, can bolster economic growth, reduce poverty
and enhance l.CglOIlA_l stability and security, which is why we continue
to encourage governments, civil society, and businesses in South
Asia to strengthen regional cooperation.

3 s South Asian leaders gather in Kathmandu this week for the

This is not to say that progress has not been achieved. It has. Over
the past 20 years, South Asia has averaged six percent economic
growrh per vear, lifting millions out of poverty, and improving the
quality of life for hundreds of millions more. It is the second fastest
growing region in the world and has the human capital, industry,
and technology to catapult its citizens forward in the 21st century.
Still, in terms of economic linkages, the countries of South Asia
remain oceans apart, especially in stark contrast to other regions of

10

South and Centr

Iszan Affairs Nisha Biswal
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the world. For South Asia, intraregional trade is anchored at around
five percent, the lowest in the world. But the good news is we are
seeing real leadership from governments of the region to change
that dismal statistic.

India’s Prime Minister Modi has made growing trade and investment
among SAARC countries one of his government’s top priorities,
and these early efforts are having positive ripple effects throughout
the neighborhood. This is especially true in areas like energy
connectivity, where increased flows of electricity can fill supply gaps,
provide factories with the power they need to engage in regional
trade and showcase to potential investors the region as a platform
for business and market access. Following Modi’s trip to Nepal
earlier this year, the two countries have advanced power trade and
power development cooperation, which could enable greater private
sector investment to develop hvdropower capacity. India and Bhutan
recently signed agreements to strengthen their ties and deepen
regional energy, trade, and educational connectivity. And India and
Bangladesh are working closely to expand their cross-border 500
MW electricity transmission line, which came online last year. In
Afghanistan, the newly elected Government of National Unity has
prioritized regional economic engagement, already signing a pricing
agreement for transiting electricity from Central Asia through
Afghanistan to Pakistan as one of its first policy acts.

This week, SAARC members have the chance to further deepen
regional ties by moving on three agreements that have the potential
to revolutionize trade and regional economic growth: a South Asia
power trade agreement, a motor vehicle agreement and a railway
agreement which collectively will provide the basic framework for
regional integration. We also welcome the continued pursuit of a
South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) by all the countries of SAARC,
which would provide a strong, stable and transparent framework for
investment while fostering greater trade and spreading opportunity.
Such steps are necessary to create a single regional market that will
spur market efficiencies, generate comparative advantages and shift
to more productive, innovative and balanced economies.

As SAARC members work together towards a more connected and
more prosperous future, they will have the support of international
partners like the United States. We are already taking several steps to
support greater South Asia cooperation. On the energy side, we have
been working with South Asian countries on steps needed to create
a regional energy market through greater electricity trade. On transit
trade, the United States supports a strong regulatory environment
for private investment and greater harmonization of trade standards
across borders. On border crossings, we are implementing a single-
window customs system to reduce border wait times at key points
such as the Benapole-Petrapole crossing across India and Bangladesh.
We have also offered technical assistance to organizations that
facilitate greater regional linkages to the global marketplace like the
Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) secretariat.

The United States sees a South Asia with unlimited potential, not
only to dramatically increase trade within the region but to also
reach out to regional neighbors in Central and Southeast Asia. This
is why we are supporting initiatives like the Indo-Pacific Economic
Corridor -- connecting South to Southeast Asia -- and the New Silk
Road -- connecting South to Central Asia -- with greater energy,
trade, transit, and people-to-people links.

In short, the United States sees the potential of a much more unified
Asia - with South Asia at the heart of dynamic regional connections.
SAARC members can lead the way this week and unleash the region’s
true porenrml and create a more prosperous and secure future for
their people. m
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BLOGPOST

THE U.S. - PAKISTAN

RELATIONSHIP

By Ambassador Richard Olson

(As posted on the World Affairs Conncil Blog on
October 14, 2014)

write this post as 1 prepare
I to depart Pakistan for

the United States with
a delegation of 20 Pakistani
technology  executives  and
government  officials.  In
Washington, DC, we will meet
with sentor US. government
officials to discuss policy and
regulatory issues that can help
drive growth and investment
that  would be mutually
beneficial to the United States
and Pakistan. We will then
travel to California, where we
will meet with Silicon Valley
industry leaders to explore
opportunities  for increased
trade, investment and jobs for
our two countries. The question
some of you may have is: Why
make this trip? Why Pakistan?
And why now?

irs
ncil

Caolifarnia

The US.-Pakistan relationship
has faced challenges in the
past, but the future 15 what we
are focused on. It is critical to
understand how much Pakistani
attitudes toward the US. are
shaped by the end of Cold
War in South Asia. In 1989,
policy decisions regarding the
end of the Soviet occupation
of Afghanistan left Pakistan
feeling abandoned and needing to find its own solutions to the
problem of ongoing conflict in Afghanistan. US. non-proliferation
efforts, most notably the enactment of the Pressler Amendment,
curtailed what had been one our largest military and civilian
assistance programs. Many Pakistanis developed the view that the
United States had used Pakistan’s goodwill and strategic location as
a matter of convenience.

Unfortunately, this view remains prominent today; we find echoes

of it at the highest levels of the Pakistani government and in the
daily media headlines. And the coming drawdown of US troops
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from Afghanistan begins to look like déja vu. The recent signing of
the bilateral security agreement (BSA) between Afghanistan and the
U.S. should allay Pakistani fears that we are withdrawing from the
region. A core goal of U.S. foreign policy in Pakistan and the region
is to make it clear that we are here for the long haul. A lesson for the
United States following the past 30 years of Pakistani history is that
disengagement has led to disaster. We ignore this lesson at our peril.

Today, the US.-Pakistan relationship is broad-based, resilient and
durable. America does not want a transactional or single-issue
relationship with Pakistan; rather, we seek a partnership with the
people of Pakistan that will withstand the test of time and benefit
both of our countries. We work with Pakistanis in government and
civil society, on issues ranging from energy to security cooperation
and human rights to intellectual property rights. There is tremendous
growth potential if we can close the fissures in our relationship.
Flashpoint events that might initially push us apart must not distract
us from the common values and interests that bring us together.

Our long term focus for U.S.-Pakistan ties is trade and investment,
not just aid. Pakistan’s approximately 190 million people make
it the fifth largest market in the Middle East, Africa and South
Asia. The prospects of long term economic growth and increased
bilateral trade are great in a country where more than 60 percent
of the population is under the age of 30 and nearly five million
households will enter a burgeoning middle class population by 2025.
This is where Pakistan’s tomorrow lies and where we must focus our
diplomatic efforts.

One of the biggest economic challenges i1s Pakistan’s energy crisis.
Energy is key to Pakistan’s prosperity and the general welfare of all
Pakistanis. Energy shortages cause growth and creativity to stagnate.
From schools to manufacturing plants, a stable, reliable and cost-
efficient source of energy is a basic requirement. One of our
highest priorities is to support projects that provide power for every
Pakistani. This is why energy is the centerpiece of U.S. assistance
programs in Pakistan.

One of the best kept secrets of our foreign policy here is academic
exchanges. We invest more in the prestigious Fulbright Program
in Pakistan than in any other country in the world. These are not
just abstract efforts. Our people-to-people exchange programs
enrich the lives of Pakistanis and Americans. Tens of thousands
of Pakistanis who have partcipated in US.-sponsored exchange
programs have returned to live and work in Pakistan. They play a
key role in building bridges between our societies and generating a
more prosperous future for Pakistan and the United States.

So why Pakistan? Because helping build a prosperous Pakistan —
with energy independence, economic integration and political
stability — means a Pakistan less susceptible to violent extremism.
This is a fundamental strategic goal for the United States, and more
than that, it just makes sense. The United States is committed to a
stable and prosperous Pakistan. m
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here is little denying
the fact that Pakistan is

on the cusp of a social
transformation.

The change, however, is not
driven by sit-ins and rallies, but
by a fast-evolving information
and communication
technology (ICT) sector.

The trend has been gaining
momentum as market forces
and stakeholders — public,
private sector, MNCs and
trading partners — pool their
resources and knowledge

in the hope of reaping rich
dividends. The renewed spirit
of cooperation is helping
better plug Pakistan with the
rest of the world.

Successful private technology
companies that have expanded
exponentially over a relatively
short period of time are
upbeat, ready to support the
government in its efforts

to develop a technological
infrastructural framework.

The democratic essence

of information technology
business nudges companies
to act against their natural
instinct of privatising gains
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and socialising losses. Some
IT firms are promoting
incubator projects and
providing mentoring services
to new business aspirants
that are inclined to transform
mnovative ideas into
marketable business models.

“Mobile-commerce has already
arrived. We are keen to develop
infrastructure for e-commerce
to enable companies like
Paypal to provide their services
in Pakistan as well,” says
Pakistan Telecommumications
Authority (PTA) Chairman Dr
Syed Ismail Shah.

Convinced of the value of
technology in improving

the quality of governance

— like service delivery,
transparency, efficiency

etc — and the quality of

life of the people (greater
awareness of choices), relevant
leaders across the political
spectrum are showing greater
Hexibility to learn, adapt and
support initiatives directed

at facilitating information
technology development. The
US, which leads the world in
technological advancement,
seems to have spotted the quiet
growth in the ICT sector in
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Pakistan and its potential. After
energy, ICT has been identified
as an area where closer ties and
engagement can yield mutually
beneficial results.

US Ambassador Richard
Olson, who is currently leading
a high-level ICT delegation
from Pakistan to Silicon
Valley, told Dawn in San
Francisco that his country is
willing to assist Pakistan in
developing an ICT ecosystem
and internationally accepted
standards to generate an
environment that is conducive
for investment in the sector.

Commenting on the utility of
the exercise, he said, “I hope
and wish to top it over my last
mitiative”. Last vear, Mr Olson
had led an energy delegation
to Houston, which generated
$15m worth of business for
US companies. The multiple
engagements with the US
State Department and the

likes of IT giants Microsoft,
Google, Cisco, TiE and Oracle
demonstrate the seriousness of
the initiative.

Dr Miftah Ismail, advisor

to the prime minister on
technology, told this scribe that
the government is committed
to removing irritants and
facilitating the development of
the sector, which, he said, 1s
crucial to improving the quality
of governance and accessibility
of social services. The role

of the sector in generating
employment opportunities for
the youth is also crucial.

Dr Syed Ismail Shah,

chairman of the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority,
sees a great future for

ICT in Pakistan, as 3/4G
technologies get fully leveraged
by mobile companies and the
competition brings android
phones within the reach of
ordinary citizens.

“There 15 no downside to this
development. The opposition
is based on ignorance. Mobile-
commerce has already arrived.
We are keen to develop
infrastructure for e-commerce
to enable companies like
Paypal to provide their services
in Pakistan as well,” he told
this writer privately.

“For the last two years,
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Youtube has been banned in
Pakistan. As long as Pakistan
fails to withdraw such abrupt
draconian measures, I do not
think persuasion can work
on global investors. The
government must lift the ban
and desist the temptation to
act unilaterally against global
norms to earn international
trust,” commented Jehan Ara,
president of the Pakistan
Software House Association.
She was also critical of the
ublic sector I'T hierarchy,
which, she felt,was infested
with petty politics and
preferred not to engage with
the private sector at the policy
level.

Dr Umer Saif, chairman,
Punjab Information
Technology Board, said

the province is leveraging
technology to serve people.
“We disbursed money worth
millions amongst the flood
affectees in a record four
days”.

Syed Igtidar Zaidi, CEO of
Techaccess Pakistan, said he
has been supporting incubators
and mentoring youngsters at
several engineering institutions
and technology institutes, and
wishes to open a technology
colony soon near Islamabad.

The bigger Pakistani I'T
companies are said to be worth
$15-25m. The collective worth
of the sector, which has about
1,500 firms, 1s estimated at
over $2bn. The growth in the
employment rate is stated to be
over 40pc, from a narrow base
10 years back.

Experts believe if the thrust is
maintained, the sector could
grow at fast pace to cross the
$11bn-mark in the next five
years, till 2019. m

The writer is visiting Silicon
Valley, San Francisco

Published in Dawn, Econonic &
Business, October 20th, 2014
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Lahore, Pakistan is renowned
for the skill of its shoemakers.
But that ancient craft seemed
bound for extinction as cheap
imported  shoes  flooded
the countrv. Now, two
entrepreneurs, Wagas Ali and
Sidra Qasim, and their startup,
called Markhor, are building a
new market for Lahore’s fine
footware — online.

Ali and Qasim knew they had
a good product. “After working
g :
with the craftsmen and talking
to customers for over two years,
we learned in depth about the
quality, design and what can be

achieved,” Qasim said.

But to build an online market,
the two needed capital. After
several  limited  marketing
attempts, Ali  and Qasim
launched a campaign on
crowdfunding site Kickstarter,
and  supporters  responded
generously.

“Not only did we manage to
meet the [fundraising] goal in
less than a day, it allowed us
to create ‘stretch’ goals, which
directly connect to our mission
of creating social impact,”
Qasim says.

MORE THAN MAKING MONEY
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Aliand Qasim feel a connection
to the shoemakers because
they come from the same
community. With the help
received through Kickstarter,
they will offer health care and
educational assistance to the
craftsmen and their families.

Markhor plans to bring this
sense of community online.
It’s building a platform where
customers and craftsmen can
swap stories, creating virtually
the sorts of connections that
existed long ago, when people
knew who made their shoes.

Ali and Qasim  obtained
valuable experience at the
annual Global Entrepeneurship
Summit, where they reached
the finals of the GIST Tech-I
competition. The 2014 summit,
if you're ready to follow in
the pair’s, um, footsteps, took
place from November 19-21 in
Marrakech, Morocco. m

Conrtesy of: Burean of International
Informarion Programs,  U.S.

epartment of State.

sy of Markhor
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A Day in the Life of an Appellate Tribunal Judge...
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Associate Editor Kedenard Raymond sat down with Member Judge Shahid
Naseer, 1o reflect on his role in helping to advance trade in Pakistan.
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K: Judge Shahid, can you
give us an overview of the
Anti-Dumping Appellate
Tribunal?

S: Liberal regional trade in South
Asia is integral to the economic
and social improvement of
ordinary lives, but more liberal
trade necessitates Institutions
to protect domestic industries
from pricing policies like
dumping. Dumping refers
to charging a lower price for
goods in foreign markets than
the price in domestic markets.
After becoming signatory to
the World Trade Organization
(WTO) in 1995, Pakistan
legislated the Anti-Dumping
Duties Ordinance 2000, both
to fulfill international treaty
obligations, and to protect any
segment of domestic industry
that could suffer due to
dumped imports. The rationale
behind this is to provide a level
playing field to all member
countries, and not to penalize
or restrict market access in
member countries.

This is where the Ant-
Dumping Appellate Tribunal
comes into play. The Ant-
Dumping Appellate Tribunal,
established in 2010, is a
forum consisting of one
Chairman and two Members,
who review the appeals of
anti-dumping  rulings made
by the federal government
on certain products believed
to be dumped into Pakistan
markets. The chairman of
the Tribunal must be a former
Supreme Court judge, while the
other two members must be
professionals having advanced
knowledge of international
trade and customs law. As a
Member, I provide technical
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input during hearings to reach
fair determinations that respect
international procedures.

K: Can you describe a typical
day working at the Tribunal?

S: The Trbunal hears cases
on a day-to-day basis and
adjudicates them within 90 days
of their submission.

K: What significant changes
to trade in Pakistan has the
Tribunal made? Has it had
an affect the lives of normal
Pakistanis - rich, poor,
young, old, etc?

S:  Before the establishment
of the Tribunal, parties used
to file their case before the
High Courts of Pakistan.
Due to therr technical
nature, cases would remain
undecided for vears, which in
turn would cause importers,
exporters, and overall domestic
industries to suffer.  Now,
the Tribunal provides speedy
access to justice and helps to
solve problems faced by all
stakeholders of international
trade. During the course of a
hearing, the Tribunal provides
all interested parties with ample
opportunities to be heard. This
helps promote the confidence
of all stakeholders who are
concerned about trade in
Pakistan.

K: Any parting thoughts on
trade in Pakistan?

S: A lot still needs to be done
to improve the current system
so that we can better liberalize
regional trade while ensuring
the domestic industries of
[WTO] member countries are
not affected. m

Juelee Shahid Naseer
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characteristics of the Golden State would be familiar to

visitors from the Land of the Pure. While the two regions
differ in many ways, Pakistanis and Californians share the beauty
of beaches, mountains, and agricultural regions, as well as similar
challenges posed by Mother Nature.

3 Ithough California is half a world away from Pakistan, some

California 1s famous for the beaches along its coastline, which
stretches more than 1,700 kilometers from Oregon in the north
to the international border with Mexico in the south. The state
is also graced by numerous mountain ranges, the largest—both in
length and height—of which 1s the Sierra Nevada, which means
“snowy mountain range’ in Spanish. The Sierras, as they are often
known, run about 640 kilometers generally north-south along the
state’s eastern border. Mount Whitney, the highest peak in the
Sierra Nevada, is the highest mountain in both California and the
continental United States. (The highest peak in the United States
is Mt. McKinley, also known as Denali, in Alaska,) At just over
4,400 meters, however, it is only slightly more than half the height
of Pakistan’s K2.

Part of the area between the Pacific Ocean and those mountains is
covered by the Central Valley, which is over 700 kilometers long and
is the most productive agriculture region in California. Farmers in
the Central Valley grow a wide variety of crops, including some—
such as cotton, rice, and oranges—that are quite familiar to Pakistan’s
farmers.

Like Pakistan, California is susceptible to water shortages. Droughts
are one of the primary challenges to California’s agriculture—and
indeed to cities and the environment as well. California suffers
periodic droughts and last winter was one of the driest on record.
Many reservoirs are at no more than one-third of their capacity, and
the state government has imposed water CONsServation measures.
Many Californians will watch this winter’s snowfall in the mountains
with interest, because lots of snow would mean higher reservoir
levels next spring,

California also shares with Pakistan a painful history of earthquakes.
Much of San Francisco was destroyed and many of its residents left
homeless by a massive 1906 earthquake and the fire that followed.
More recent earthquakes have not been as strong but some have
caused deaths as well as destruction of houses, others buildings, and
infrastructure. Schoolchildren in California prepare for more with
earthquake drills in which they get under their desks to avoid falling
debris, and many California residents keep earthquake kits filled with
water, non-perishable food, flashlights, and other items that would
be useful if their houses were to become unsafe in an earthquake.

Finally, the current government of California would strike at least
one familiar note to Pakistanis: the state’s governor, Jerry Brown,
is the son of another governor and served eight years as governor
in the 1970s and early 1980s before being re-elected to that post in
2010. He was elected to his fourth term as governor in November
2014. Governor Brown has also served as the state’s Attorney
General and as the mayor of Oakland, the sixth-largest city in the
state. Jerry Brown’s father, Pat Brown, served as governor from
1959 to 1967. Pakistani voters have not yet, however, nstalled a
movie star in their highest office. Californians have done it twice—
Ronald Reagan served as governor between the two governors
Brown, and Arnold Schwarzenegger served from 2003 until the
current Governor Brown came back into office. m

Julia Frombolz is a Rule of Law Advisor for U.S. Embassy Lslamabad.
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rive across the white towers of

the new Bay Bridge out of San

Francisco and past Treasure Island,

towards Oakland. Behind lies the
Embarcadero, where trams and cars filled with
tourists head north toward Fisherman’s Wharf
and its myriad attractions - around the bend of
the bay the famous Golden Gate Bridge may be
just be visible above the fog. Ahead and across the
bay, the tall spindly cranes of the Port of Oakland
come into focus to the right, with huge ships
stacked high with containers. The containers
will be unloaded onto the trains and rrucks that
run through the port and carry the goods across
America. And with the vast majority of this
trade coming from countries across the Pacific,
Oakland - and California’s other major seaports -
form an economic powerhouse for trade between
the United Srates and Asia.

The home state of Hollywood, Disneyland and
Silicon Valley is also host to eleven public seaports,
including three of the top five busiest seaports in
the United States. Together the Port of Oakland
in northern California and the neighboring ports
of Los Angeles and Long Beach (the two are
located in the same harbor) in the south facilitated
more than $442.1 billion in cargo trade in 2013;
the container volume processed by Los Angeles
and Long Beach together would make them the
ninth-busiest port in the world, and individually
the two are the first and second busiest ports
in North America. Together these Southern
California ports account for 40% of imports to
the United States.

The majority of the trade passing through all three
ports is with Asia. Shipping containers bring in
oll, furniture, electronics, clothing, and auto parts;
they leave with scrap metal, fabric, waste paper,
feed and more. At the Port of Long Beach, East
Asian trade accounted for 90% of shipments;
back in Oakland, trade with Asia accounts for
75% of shipments. The economic impact of this
amount of trade stretches far beyond California
- the Port of Los Angeles estimates that the
value of its trade to the United States economy is
around $260 billion.

With this much at stake, all three megaports
are making significant investments to stay
competitive: the Port of Long Beach has initiated
a $4.5 billion redevelopment project that seeks
to modernize the port; the Port of Los Angeles’
Harbor Commission is in the midst of a five-vear
strategic plan to boost operations and financial
strength; and the Port of Oakland has committed
to a $1.2 billion plan to increase port capacity by
building new terminals and infrastructure. As the
Panama Canal expansion project completes, these
developments aim to keep the ports competitive
with others worldwide and allow California’s
megaports to continue to boost growth and trade
between the United States and Asia. m

Leslie Tokiwa is a Consular Officer for U.S. Embassy
Lslamabad and is a native of California.
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CRICKET ' "= USA

BY BRIAN MURGATROYD

Pakistan-born Muhammad Yousat bowls in a club match at the P(ﬁh{':_i@m, Florida,
YMCA cricket field. Adeela Siddiqui/Powerplay Photography

t you had to guess which country hosted the first-ever

international cricket match, the United States of America

might not be your first answer. But it is widely recognized to

have done just that in September 1844, when teams from the
United States and Canada played each other at Bloomingdale Park in
Manhattan. Canada won the two-day match by 23 runs. The contest
is regarded as the first international cricket match and the world’s
oldest international sporting contest.

Since the mid-19th century, cricket has slipped from being a
mainstream sport in the United States. Baseball overtook cricket as
the country’s summer sport of choice, thanks to baseball’s simplicity
— cricket requires a specially prepared pitch, among other things —
and the fact that America could claim it as its own. It didn’t help that
the Imperial Cricket Conference, when it formed in 1909, denied
membership to the United States since it was not part of the British
Empire.

But cricket has a special place in U.S. history. The game was so well
known in the early days of the American republic that the second
U.S. president, John Adams, registered his disapproval of so ordinary
a title as “president” for the head of state by noting that there are
“presidents of fire companies and cricket clubs.”
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‘6] come from the city of Peshawar in the north
of Pakistan and so cricket is in my blood. ??

e SR IS 2 LD Jiinlg sty 2 Ot JEL U] U S KU

Today cricket is regaining a U.S. following. There are currently 49
leagues across the United States with 1,100 registered clubs and
around 35,000 active participants, all under the country’s governing
body for the sport, the United States of America Cricket Association
(USACA).

Muhammad Yousaf’s story is typical of many who play and follow
cricket in the United States. Born and brought up in a cricket-playing
country, he moved to Florida to study at the University of South
Florida in 1997. He earned an MBA and has been in the United
States ever since.

“I come from the city of Peshawar in the north of Pakistan and so
cricket is in my blood,” he explains. He started playing cricket in the
United States in Orlando in 2002 after completing his studies. “I
also started working for cricket equipment and clothing firm Boom
Boom and that brought me into contact with league presidents.”

Yousaf, now 38, is Boom Boom’ main US. distributor. He is also
youth coordinator for grass-roots cricket across five states in the
southeast region, covering North Carolina to Puerto Rico. Four of
those states have active leagues and there are plans to constitute one
in the state that does not, South Carolina.

“I am an opening bowler and I grew up idolizing Imran Khan,” he
said. Khan is the former Pakistan captain who led the country to
victory in the 1992 Cricket World Cup.

“The biggest challenge is to introduce the sport to young white
Americans who have been brought up on baseball and American
tootball at an early age, so that cricket does not depend on the
immigrant population to prosper.”

“I am very optimistic because the numbers [of players and clubs]
are growing all the time.” He adds, “More than half are under 15.”m

out Cricket in the
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By Shai Bista
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ith the right mix of a supportive start-up environment and

i x / pro-investment regulations, Pakistan’s pool of talented
technology professionals has the potential to launch

the next generation of high-grossing tech companies. They could
create thousands of skilled jobs and alter the way the world interacts
with technologv. Renowned technology hubs like Silicon Valley,
California have created strong “entrepreneurial ecosystems” with
a potent formula of pro-innovation and pro-investment measures
to foster talent — strong school and university programs, start-up
competitions, early incubation and collaborative work spaces, and a
multitude of venture capital and angel investment groups that seek
to invest in and guide the business strategy of the next big start-up.
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The tech start-up community in Pakistan has grown exponentially
since 2009, thanks to successful Pakistani entrepreneurs, many

of whom have studied or worked abroad. Local chapters of
global forums such as Start-Up Cup, Start-Up Weekend, and
TEDx, as well as entrepreneurship and trade networks like The
Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE) and Pakistan Association of Software
Houses (P@SHA), are now thriving in Pakistan. Technology
incubation centers have popped up at major universities, including
Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) and National
University of Science and Technology (NUST). At the provincial
level, the Punlab Information Technology Board launched Plan9,
the country’s largest technology incubator, and developed a five-
vear plan to boost the IT industry. The US. Embassy and the U.S.
Agency for International Development have been proud supporters
of many of these dynamic initiatives over the vears.

But there is stll much work to do. One of the weakest links is
the lack of venture capital — the key to grusing the wheels of
entrepreneurship. Venture capital firms and angel investors provide
up-and-coming tech CEOs the financial freedom and mentorship
to transition out of incubation and begin growing their companies.
However, these investors still find Pakistar’s early-stage investment
environment too opaque and risky to enter, according to my
conversation with Kalsoom Lakhani, the CEO of Invest2Innovate
(121), a Pakistani venture capital and incubation firm that recently
published the 2014 Pakistan Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Report.

“Venture capital firms have tried and failed to take root in Pakistan,”
says Lakhani. Without adequate market data, firms spend too much
time and money conducting pre-investment analysis and projections,
a cost that usually outweighs the potential prohr margins of betting
on a first-time entrepreneur. In Pakistan’s developing ecosystem,
angel investments in technology tend to be driven by successful
tech entrepreneurs who discover new entrepreneurs through their
personal networks. The good news is that companies such as 121 are
working to formalize the angel investment process by introducing
interested angel investors to third-party tech stars in the making,

Lakhani is optimistic about the future growth of Pakistan’s
entrepreneurship ecosystem and believes that the international
venture capital firms currently funding tech start-ups in Pakistan
may soon be replaced by local venture capital and angel investments.
She said, “the government has a key role to play in creating a
regulatory environment that attracts and retains investors writ-
large.” The global tech community should keep its eye on Pakistan’s
tech entrepreneurship ecosystem, as the space continues to evolve
to better support its many talented innovators! m

Shai Bista is an Economic Officer for U.S. Embassy Islamabad. Her portfolio
includes Environment, Science, Technology, Health and Education.
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( There is no moving through one
without entering into another. Detail
of the 124-year-old Sujan Singh
Haveli, where National College of
Arts-Rawalpindy, Fatima Jinnah
Women University, and Boston
Architectural College are working in
partnership to preserve the building
and create a field school for the study
of historic preservation.
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ufism is a connection through love and devotion to truth, inner enlightenment and God. Its able- . 2 4 f’l; Skt W A
tongued practitioners share their journey in verse and song, willing to accommodate even those for i £ i
whom ultimate attainment may be out of reach. The music of Sufism has wide appeal, crisscrossing -Q.UG;%’I:(.,/

lines of class, generation and political alliance.




Shirking fame, the superstars
of the genre claim spiritual
lineage dating back five to
seven centuries. Families whose
musical history carries forth
the obligations of tradition
embrace with unvoiced pride
the predetermined nature of
their path. They — the heralds
of destiny — are also the
messengers of continuity with
generations past. Over the
years, extraordinary talent has
emerged from the family folds,
turning key figures into world
legends.

1 have cried during
performances whose lyrical
import I did not grasp and
felt rapture by poetry set to
music in a language I did
not understand. By my own
account alone, the mysticism
in these haunting melodies is
transferrable to audiences not
actively seeking out the divine.

Sufi music can render a
disparate crowd to conduct
itself as equals among equals.
“You are not a drop in the
ocean. You are the entire ocean
in a drop,” said thirteenth-
century Persian poet and Sufi
mystic Jalaluddin Muhammad
Rumi.

Musicians  of Qawwali, or
devotional ensembles, begin
at a tender age. Their quest to
master complex patterns of
South Asian rhythmic structure
is well served while they are still
voung, Their days pass in hours
upon hours of observation and
practice. Through recitation
of the verses of the prophet,
their dedication to this chosen
art form becomes sacred. This
early childhood marriage pairs
inheritance and willpower.

“The boys begin playing music
before they are born,” explains
the manager of a renowned
ten-person  Qawwali  group
matter-of-factly.

During one Qawwali

performance, an older woman
made herself available to me
among pillows and carpets
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and an audience sitting cross-
legged in rapt attention. Her
eves, framed in a headscarf of
flowers the color of spring,
caught mine as she took me
under her tutelage.

“This song is all about God’s
love,”  the  self-appointed
mentor whispered in my ear,
trying not to interfere with
the quiet fixation that had
descended upon the room
but committed to making my
experience with Qawwali a
more informed one.

When a noticeable change in
the tempo and rhythm of verses
followed suit, my mentor felt
obliged to explain the sudden
change in the musical direction.
The woman moved very close
to my ear.

“This is love of a different
category — worldly love,” she
told me, even more discreetly
than before, unsure that I
was capable of distinguishing
between the two.

In the dialogue of two
beloveds, the singer’s references
incorporated innuendo and
invocation to suggest a more
tangible sort of love for which
women of a certain age need
not hide their appreciation.

For the self-effacing and noble-
minded followers of the Sufi
order, dichotomies cease to
exist between yearning and
longing as well as the spiritual
and secular worlds. Coupled in
endless harmony, Sufi music is
like tying a turban. One never
ties a turban the same way
twice. Yet day in, day out, the
wrapping continues.

Sufi begins where all religions
end. m

Juudith Ravin is the Cultural Affairs
Officer ar the US. Embassy in
Islamabad.
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WHY DU BUSINESS Wi

U.S. Consulate General Karachi Information Officer Brian Asmus interviewed Majyd
Aziz, former President of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry, about

where U.S. companies might find trade opportunities in Pakistan.
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“While U.S. companies have
been committed to Pakistan
for over six decades, the
opportunity presented by the
country is finally maturing,”
said Miles Young, Chairman,
U.S. Pakistan Business Council,
US. Chamber of Commerce.
“Pakistan is a young, growing
nation with an increasingly
large and sophisticated
domestic consumer market.
So, why Pakistan? Because the
time to start is now!”

This statement from such a
prestigious organization should
warm the hearts of Pakistan’s
policy-makers as well as those
involved in trade and industry,
said Majyd Aziz, former
President of the Karachi
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. “It demonstrates
pragmatism and reflects a
sense of urgency.”

Mr. Aziz identifies the
following four areas as well-
suited for American investors:
inland transportation, livestock
and dairy farming, agriculture
and mining,

Pakistan, said Mr. Aziz, has
developed and continues

to build an excellent road
network. He cited the planned
Pakistan China Economic
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Corridor in particular. The
problem? “Pakistan has an
estimated shortage of about
100,000 trucks,” he explained.

Demand for trucking, he
added, is strong because
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Pakistan Railways is “in
shambles” and there is no
inland waterway. Goods
arriving at the Karachi Port,
Port Qasim and, to some
extent, Gwadar Port are
handicapped by the lack of fast
track movement — whether
for domestic destinations or
Afghanistan. “The higher
freight outlays have a major
impact on cost,” said Mr. Aziz.

Mr. Aziz suggested that US.
trucking companies — he
mentioned Ryder, Schneider
or Landstar — set up trucking
companies. “Working with the
U.S. Export Import Bank or
Overseas Private Investment
Corp. (OPIC), US. companies
could transfer used vehicles to
Pakistan,” said Mr. Aziz.

Utilization of tracking
systems, proven efficiency
and employment of skilled
drivers would heighten
competitiveness, he said.
Furthermore, strategically
situated self-owned service
stations along routes would
ensure transparency, control
expenditure and save time.

Livestock and dairy farming
also present opportunities.
Wisconsins Whitewater Dairy
Supply Co., said Mr. Aziz,
“took the bold step” to invest
in a modern livestock farm

in Punjab. “The American
dairy industry,” he said, “has
a remarkable track record and
this is crucial for Pakistan
where milk supply is far less
than demand.”

Corporate farming, added Mr.
Aziz, “is sorely needed.” Farm
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productivity, he said, is very
low, mainly due to division of
landholdings per traditional
inheritance customs. The
phenomenon of absentee
landlords exacerbates the
problem.

Another area “crying out for
investment,” said Mr. Aziz, is
the minerals sector. “Obsolete
mining methods, an untrained
workforce, low productivity
and lack of technology are

all impediments.” Add in
transportation costs that are
comparatively higher because
of remote locations and
vehicle shortages, and it is
easy to see why this sector is
underperforming,

Finally, Mr. Aziz points to the
service sector, information
technology, and oil and gas
exploration as potential areas
for growth. “The pie is large
and growing,” said Mr. Aziz.
“While many investors have

a negative image of Pakistan
due to political instability and
other risk factors, these can be
surmounted.”

Mr. Aziz urged U.S. investors
to act boldly, quoting Francis
Bacon: “In all negotiations of
difficulty, a man may not look
to sow and reap at once; but
must prepare business, and so
ripen it by degrees.” Worthy
advice, indeed! m

Brian Asmus is the Press Attaché
Jor U.S. Consulate General
Karachi.
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DISCOVERING

U.S. MARKET

OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH

SABIT PROGRAM

By Tracy Rollins

akistan exports $3 billion
worth of goods to the

United States vearly.
Roughly 90% of that total is
textiles, leaving considerable
untapped possibilities for other
industry sectors to greatly
expand and diversify their
exports to the United States,
thereby increasing Pakistan’s
economic growth.

To best use this opportunity,
Pakistani  business  people
need information about the
US. market, knowledge of
duty-free systems like the
GSP (Generalized System of
Preferences), and the chance
to meet and network with
potential US. partners. One
avenue the U.S. government can
offer to the Pakistani business
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community to address these
needs and opportunities is the

Special  American  Business
Intership Training (SABIT)
Program, which hosted
a delegation of Pakistani

packaging executives in the
United States from October
25 - November 8, 2014
These packaging professionals
are responsible for not only
packaging, but for production
and manufacturing of
numerous goods and products.

This delegation traveled to
Washington, DC, Pennsylvania,
and Maryland to meet with their
American colleagues to talk
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business, trade, and innovation,
and then continued on to
Chicago, Illinois to participate in
the 2014 PACKEXPO, one of
the world’s largest exhibitions
of packaging equipment and
materials. After the program,
the participants will be able to
use the knowledge gained here
in the United States to expand
their exports in a number
of industry sectors that can
utilize the general system of
preferences, when available
again, for agricultural and other

manufactured  products in
particular.
In the past, SABIT has

hosted delegations from the
Pakistani gems and jewelry,
franchising and  medical/
surgical instruments industries.
These are sectors identified to
have excellent growth and/or
export potential, and SABIT
programming  has  helped
to link Pakistani executives
with their US. counterparts.
Early next vyear, SABIT
will host a Pakistani supply
chain delegation, which will
complement past and future
industry-specific programs
by improving domestic and
toreign transportation, storage,
and logistics linkages and
further integrating Pakistan
into the international supply
chain.

These programs benefit both
countries—adding value with
new business relationships,
new trade opportunities and
new friendships. We are
excited about our programs
for Pakistan and encourage
everyone to keep up with what
we are doing through our
website at www.trade.gov/sabit
and our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/sabitprogram. m

Tracy Rollins is the SABIT Program
Director  for  the  International
Trade Administration at the U.S.
Department of Conumerce.
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PAKISTAN &

WORKING TO STREN

By Domingo Villaronga

s
=<

Pakistan Khyber Pass

Afghanistan and Pakistan share a 2,640 km border and a common
historical, religious and cultural heritage. The Afghan-Pakistan
border region is comprised of predominantly Pashto-speaking
peoples who have lived in the region for centuries. The Pashtuns
share a common langnage and culture, and there has always been
significant cross-border interaction between the two groups. Pakistan
is also Afghanistan’s largest trading partner, with approximately
$2.5 billion in goods traded each vear, and as much as an additional
billion dollars in informal trade.

As a land-locked country, Afghanistan actively seeks trade ties with

neighboring countries. No other trading partner is as important
to Afghanistan as Pakistan. The few import bans that exist are

32 SR

26405 S L AL L F B G et Lz L s
AISUI TS AT Il ugm_,d.?_u;d»/uuil#.fg,‘ad_':bj{ﬁ
o I.'J!_.-(l_ DT L= c-;&;rf. usm/oﬂ[.u.n‘;fu;» Wlale ..J/}ﬁ'_'.-‘ﬁ';
0Bl WS M i Q2 UF e L G 1% e o K

e e SIS VLS dF Gl o S G

Pl L-’é;_'vﬁhj(jzlfc.-ﬁl/, L»ﬁo"?.lc...i:.{ut-"ti;ic_,:x Jé_.ﬁ_ﬂ!rs vaffug)
;AI'J: L;':'_L;lu’:“?f:.q_uﬁ’(;'g_c':ul“/"@uﬁuigfuk de= ;)i'/'lc.é_’:’u'l-q_lrx



AFGHANISTAN

I\GTHEN TRADE

[TES

qu] v EX BV QME

o 055 o il S i i 65 il

maintained largely on religious grounds. There are also no seasonal
restrictions, quotas or other non-tariff barriers on imports.

Since 2003, Afghanistan has worked to improve infrastructure at
its border crossings with Pakistan, has harmonized systems for the
classification and coding of goods, and developed a qmg,Ic customs
form for customs deddrmom In 2005, Afghanistan began
implementing an automated customs data system to help modernize
its customs procedures. Afghanistan and Pakistan established a
Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry to foster dialogue on
improving trade relations. In addition, Afghanistan hopes to join
the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2015.

In October of 2010, the two governments signed the Afghanistan-
Pakistan Trade and Transit Agreement (APTTA) which allows
Afghanistan overland transit of duty-free goods overland through
Pakistan. The agreement allows Afghan traders access to Pakistani
ports and includes provisions that facilitate transport between the
fwo countries.

The United States strongly encouraged both parties to sign the
agreement because it would make a significant contribution to
mgmnal stability. While the APTTA is an important development

1 Afghan- Pakistan trade relations, 1mpl(111u1r,1r1(m has room for
1mp10\ ement. Lack of agreement on insurance costs for convoys,
the number of examinations conducted by customs officials, the
length of time to L,lnp (.()I‘l‘wlll‘ﬂdb'(.‘\ slnpm(nrs and corruption at
the borders all continue to hamper trade.

Building upon the parties’ murual interest in fostering trade ties,
the Afghan Finance Minister Omar Zakhilwal and hl% Pakistani
counterpart Mohammad Ishaq Dar, signed an agreementin February
2014 to double trade berween the two countries to $5 billion USD
per vear. We hope that Afghanistan’s new government will work
actively with Pakistan to build on this agreement to create new
commercial ties and prosperity in both Pakistan and Afghanistan. m

Doniingo. I illaronga is an Economic Officer for ULS. Embassy Kabul. His
portfolio includes Regional Trade Relations for Afehanistan.
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REMITTANCE

By Kedenard Raymond

emittances, monetary transfers by foreign workers to help

support friends and family in their home countries, play

an increasingly crucial role in global trade. Once solely

considered a way to support households for immediate
consumption purposes, remittances NOw represent revenue Streams
for neighborhoods, cities, and even entire countries. For many
developing countries, the total remittances from overseas are larger
than the earnings from major exports or development assistance
from donor countries.

In Pakistan, remittances are both domestic and international
Workers who travel from their hometowns to work in larger cities
like Karachi or Lahore, transfer domestic remittances. However,
Pakistanis who work in countries like Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and the United Kingdom (UK) send money back to
Pakistan in the form of international remittances.

An example of the impact of remittances is particularly prevalent
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Pakistan, the sixth
most populous
country in the

world, with a
growing diaspora
abroad, also has
tremendous potential
for leveraging its
remittances.
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in Azad Kashmir and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, provinces that receive
the highest amount of remittances in all of Pakistan. Remittances
are crucial to their local economies, as more and more migrants
from those areas have moved abroad for work. They also play an
effective role in reducing poverty, since they better target the needs
of those receiving them. For example, after the devastating Kashmir
earthquake in 2005, remittances were the sole source of income for
many Pakistanis, ensuring their survival during earthquake recovery
efforts.

Today, the challenge with remittances is leveraging them to ensure
they can boost local economies in a sustainable way. One method
that has proven successful is the creation of hometown associations
(HTAs). HTAs use remittances to fund community development
projects, such as electricity projects, housing infrastructure, and
educational initiatives. The most notable HTAs are led by the
Mexican diaspora in the United States. For every dollar that HTAs
raise, the Mexican government will match it with three dollars. The
results have been remarkable and this government initiative has
furthered the positive impact of remittances in Mexico exponentially
over the years.

Pakistan, the sixth most populous country in the world, with
a growing diaspora abroad, also has tremendous potential for
leveraging its remittances. As the world becomes more globalized,
the migratory trends of working and living abroad are likely here to
stay. Instead of being a drain on Pakistan’s economy, these trends
can serve as 4 boost, provided that ways to best leverage remittances
are explored and pursued. m

Kedenard Raymond is an Assistant Information Officer for U.S. Embassy
Islamabad and the Associate Editor of Khabr-o-Nazar magazine.
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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

WOMEN IN TRADE PROGRAM
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The Women in Trade (WIT) Program, launched by the
United States Agency for International Development
(USAID), helps prepare young Pakistani women to launch
their careers in the field of international trade. Through
the program, female graduates from academic institutes were placed
as management trainees at multinational and national companies.
The three months they spent as trainees allowed participants to learn
about potential careers in the field of trade and to gain valuable
hands-on experience. In total, 112 women graduates completed the
WIT Program. As a tribute to the success of the program, more than
half of those trainees have already secured full-time employment in
international trade and trade facilitating services companies.
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- WOMEN IN TRADE (WIT)

JOB FAIR 2014
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Together we are creatinga ROSHAN PAKISTAN

Pafistani, Afphanistan and Central Asian businesses sign agreements lo promote regional trade and investment as a means to facilitate regional economic growth.
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Through another element of the Women in Trade program, job
fairs were organized to provide opportunities for recent women
graduates, as well as experienced female professionals, to make
connections with companies and organizations working in the field
of international trade. The number of women graduating from
universities is increasing every year, and these graduates are eager to
find challenging openings in the job market. Arranging job fairs and
preparing these young women to successfully participate in them is
helping to bridge the daunting gap between academia and industry.
More than 1000 women, 36 national and multinational corporations,
and 18 universities have participated in USAID-supported job fairs.
Cultivating cross border and multinational trade is crucial for
expanding trade and investment and for providing economic
opportunities for Pakistani businesses. Trade serves as a powerful
engine for growth in any country, and there is tremendous untapped
potential for Pakistan to increase its trade linkages with its neighbors
and the world.

The commitment of the United Srates to development in Pakistan is
reflected in the fact that the U.S. Government’s assistance budget for
Pakistan is the second largest in the world. Increased development
and trade are key to regional stability and prosperity. The United
States demonstrated its support for Pakistan’s economic growth at
the Central Asian Business Opportunities Conference (CABOC)
held in Islamabad from April 14- 16, 2014. USAID Pakistan,
together with the Pakistani Ministry of Commerce and the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, organized the conference to promote
intra-regional trade and mnvestment opportunities for public and
private sector entities from seven countries including Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and the Central Asian Republics of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

The focus of the Conference was on agricultural products, textiles,
leather, pharmaceuticals, and construction. The private sector also
announced plans for increased intra-regional participation through
upcoming trade fairs. Sixteen Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)
were signed between businesses from Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Central Asian businesses to promote regional trade and investment
as a means of facilitating regional economic growth. m

To learn more about USAID projects in Pakistan, please wisit
www.usaid.gov/pakistan.
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L. EXCHANGE PROGRAM ALUMNT PROMOTE
ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN PARISTAN
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D ] ore than 300 alumni of US. government-sponsored
exchange programs gathered on November 21 inIslamabad
for the kick-off of the first-ever Entrepreneurship
Reunion hosted by the Pakistan-U.S. Alumni Network (PUAN).
The three-day event attracted participants and speakers from all
walks of life and every province of the country to share perspectives
and explore possibilities for advancing entrepreneurship in Pakistan
through workshops, plenary panels, and networking events.

“Greater Pakistani-American cooperation in entrepreneurship will
contribute to Pakistan’s economic growth and prosperity, enhance
business opportunities for Americans and Pakistanis, and build
relationships across borders that will endure over nme” said U.S.
Ambassador Richard Olson in his keynote address to the alumni.
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The Entrepreneurship Reunion is one of several events sponsored by
the U.S. Embassyin Islamabadin supportof Global Entrepreneurship
Week, a world-wide event that celebrates innovators and job creators
who bring new ideas to life, drive economic growth, and advance
human welfare. The Ambassador added, “We are working hard
to expand the pool of entrepreneurs to include more Pakistani
women. In collaboration with the 11.S. Pakistan Women’s Council,
we are sponsoring a partnership between American University in
Washington, D.C., and the Lahore University of Management
Sciences to develop educational and mentoring sessions directed at
the specific needs of up-and-coming women entrepreneurs.”

The US. government invests an estimated $40 million annually
on exchange programs for Pakistani citizens and more than 1,300
Pakistanis participate in the various high school, undergraduate,
graduate, and professional U.S.-sponsored exchange programs each
year. PUAN is one of the largest U.S. alumni networks in the world.
Its mission is to encourage people-to-people relationships between
Pakistanis and Americans.

Consisting of more than 14,000 students and professionals
who have participated in US. government-sponsored exchange
programs, PUAN organizes a number of events in Pakistan,
including community service projects, leadership training,
roundtable discussions, and community engagement activities. The
organization has 12 regional chapters across the country in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, Bahawalpur, Baluchistan, Gilgit-Balustan,
Gwadar, Islamabad, Jamshoro, Karachi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK), Lahore, Multan, and Sukkur. Find out more about PUAN
and the Entrepreneurship Reunion at http://www.facebook.com/
pakalumni. m
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