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 This summer issue is a very special one. It commemorates the 
one-year anniversary of the devastating floods which covered so 
much of Pakistan last summer. While the rains and their aftermath 
certainly overwhelmed the infrastructure of the nation, this disaster 
also showed the mettle and resilience of the Pakistani people.
 The American people and government saw the destruction and 
wanted to help. We were the first country to immediately provide 
assistance. On the very first day of operations-36 hours after the 
rains began - the U.S. government helped rescue more than 400 
people and delivered more than 3,000 pounds of relief supplies to 
isolated flood victims. American soldiers working side by side with 
Pakistani soldiers proved once again that, by working together, any 
obstacles can be overcome.
 To help farmers in flood-affected areas restore their livelihoods, 
USAID provided immediate assistance in 22 of the worst-affected 
districts of the country. A year later, farmers have been able to 
harvest bumper crops of wheat from seeds provided through 
funding by the United States. The donated wheat seed and fertilizer 
produced an estimated 630,000 tons of wheat. Families are 
rebuilding their lives with assistance from the Citizen’s Damage 
Compensation Fund, to which the US provided $190 million dollars - 
enough to provide assistance for more than one million families.
 To commemorate the floods, we pored through stacks of 
photographs that our military took late last summer and early fall 
and chose the ones we think best convey the myriad feelings that 
the waters evoked: helplessness as people watched their 
possessions float away, relief as U.S. army helicopters dropped food 
and other supplies in places that were otherwise unreachable, 
anger and resignation as days and weeks in displaced persons camps 
turned into months. Above all, they show the resiliency and the 
tough spirit of the Pakistani people coping with the aftermath of the 
flood. 
 This magazine is dedicated to those who lost their lives and 
those who are still fighting to rebuild their lives. 
 By the time you will receive this magazine, the holy month of 
Ramadan will have started. Muslims all over the world, including in 
the United States, are celebrating this season of reflection, 
compassion, and sacrifice with family and friends.  I wish all the 
readers Ramadan Mubarak!

Alberto Rodriguez
Managing editor and Press Attaché
U.S. Embassy Islamabad
Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//islamabad.usembassy.gov

Editor's Corner

Dear Readers:

infoisb@state.gov :http//islamabad.usembassy.gov:
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The Worst Natural Disaster
in Pakistan’s History: the

Flood of 2010,
Then and Now

 Last year’s monsoon flooding was called, almost from the 
first day, the worst natural disaster in Pakistan’s history. The 
floods, which began late July 2010, brought death and 
destruction to large swaths of Pakistan. Hundreds of people 
drowned, hundreds of thousands were left without adequate 
food or water, livestock died, crops were ravaged, and roads, 
bridges, and other infrastructure were destroyed. The entire 
nation was affected.

 In just the first days of the crisis, more than 300 people died 
and over 27,000 people were stranded without food, clean 
water, or proper shelter. In Pakistan’s hour of need, the United 
States was the first foreign nation off the mark, and provided 
the people of this country more assistance than any other 
country.

Recovering from the Flood: The United States 
Stands by Pakistan in its Hour of Need
By: Rima Vydmantas and Anthony Jones

 Barely a day after the flooding began, the United States 
sprung into action. The Office of the U.S. Defense 
Representative to Pakistan (ODR-P) coordinated with the 
Pakistani government to land large aircraft to deliver relief 

supplies and evacuate people. U.S. Air Force C-130s and C-17 
aircraft immediately began aid flights, delivering more than 
436,000 halal meals for distribution by Pakistani authorities. 
They also set up a hub and spoke distribution system, moving 
aid supplies coming in from around the world to remote 
locations where it was needed.

 On the first day of rescue operations, more than 400 people 
were saved, and more than 3,000 pounds of relief supplies were 
carried to isolated flood victims. In the northwest near 
Peshawar, 12 pre-fabricated steel bridges, which were 
earmarked for construction projects in the area, were quickly 
made available to the government as temporary replacements 
for highway bridges that had been damaged or washed away.

 By August 4, six U.S. Army helicopters were operating from 
Ghazi Air Base (Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa) to begin critical relief 
missions into the Swat Valley, where more than 600,000 people 
were stranded. In the weeks that followed, rotary wing aircraft 
proved indispensable in transporting aid supplies and moving 
flood evacuees.

 To deliver aid to the central and southern part of Pakistan, 
the U.S. Navy’s USS Peleliu anchored off the coast of Karachi 
and deployed Marine CH-46 and CH-35 helicopters to Pano Aqil 
Army Cantonment in Sindh Province. These aircraft ferried 
supplies to people where roads had been rendered impassable 
by flood waters.

 As flood waters began to recede and the focus shifted from 
delivering flood relief by air to ground transport, the 
Government of Pakistan asked the U.S. to end the C-130 and 
C-17 flights. The last sortie flew October 3, however, U.S. 
helicopters continued to deliver much-needed supplies to 
remote areas of the country. 

 By early November, U.S. aircraft had evacuated more than 
33,000 people and delivered nearly 9.5 million kilos of relief 
supplies. Helicopter flights continued until the end of 
November, when receding flood waters made it possible for 
Pakistani responders to deliver aid through conventional land 
routes.

 “We have stood with you, and we will keep standing with 
you, to help you not just cope with the aftermath of the floods, 
but to get back on the path to prosperity,” said Secretary Clinton 
during the third U.S. - Pakistan Strategic Dialogue in October 
2010.

 To date, the United States has provided $675 million for 
relief and recovery efforts in flood-affected areas nationwide to 
assist the 18 million Pakistanis in need of shelter, food, clean 
water, agricultural assistance and health care after the floods.  
As the waters receded, the United States, primarily through the 
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), focused 
recovery efforts in agriculture, public health, and infrastructure.

 The United States is also helping families rebuild their lives 
through a donation of $190 million to the Citizen’s Damage 
Compensation Fund - enough to assist more than one million 
families. The aid received by the Pakistani people, coupled with 
their unflagging spirit and indomitable resiliency, will go a long 
way in helping to rebuild what the floods destroyed.
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The writers are working as Assistant Information Officers at U.S. Embassy 
Islamabad.
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By: Dr. Marilyn Wyatt 

 People often ask me what’s struck me the most about Pakistan 
in the short time I’ve been here. The answer is easy: it’s the women. 
As I’ve traveled from Swat to Thatta, from Karachi to Lahore, I’ve 
met scores of women endowed with remarkable determination 
and grace. 
 Whether an artist in jeans or a villager in a hand-woven shawl, 
whether a lady health worker, a university professor, a manicurist, a 
government official, a handicraft worker, or a mother simply doing 
her best to provide a decent upbringing for her children, Pakistan is 
full of women who are the foundation and the hope of this country.
 Officially, the women’s movement may have started 100 years 
ago in a small farmhouse in rural New York State. But in truth the 
women’s movement goes back hundreds, even thousands of years. 
 For example, it’s well known that women grow, harvest, store, 
and prepare most of the food around the world. This is nothing 
new; women have always sought to ensure the survival of their 
families and communities. 
 Over the years our goals and means might have changed, but 
uniting women across the centuries, in all corners of the globe, is 
the tremendous energy we bring to our economic activity, no 
matter what its scale or scope.
 Matching up the economic power of women with the treatment 
they receive in their everyday lives is a huge, but not irresolvable, 
challenge. I went to high school in the United States in the early 
1970s; a time of great social and political upheaval, when women 
and girls around the country began to question the limitations we 
faced. 
 Thanks to the courage of many talented, hard-working people, 
we were able to find a common voice and push back against those 
barriers. Eventually, out of the turmoil, a highly effective women’s 
movement emerged that successfully introduced many lasting 
social and legal changes.

A Commitment to Women

U.S. Ambassador Cameron Munter's wife Dr. Marilyn Wyatt
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 Today, a concern for women and gender equity permeates the 
United States Government’s approach to domestic and foreign 
policy. Our strategies reflect our core belief that when women 
prosper, whole communities prosper.
 We recognize the key role of women in raising families, 
providing health care, running businesses, educating children, and 
providing food to feed the world’s hungry mouths. We believe that 
when women are educated and go on to serve as leaders in public 
life, they exert a moderating influence that enhances peace and 
prosperity for all.
 So everywhere we use our development assistance dollars to 
create educational and professional opportunities for the 
hard-working, ordinary women who are the bedrock of our 
societies. We consult with women as we design our assistance 
programs, and then we hold those programs accountable in terms 
of the impact they have on the lives of women and girls.
 Here in Pakistan, the United States has an array of programs 
aimed at helping Pakistani women realize their full potential. 
Typical of our efforts is the program that helps women 
micro-entrepreneurs develop their business skills so they can run 
small businesses out of their homes.

On behalf of the U.S. Government, Dr. Wyatt presents a small grant to a 
female farmer to help her family recover from the floods.  USAID’s Sindh 
Agriculture Recovery Project provided sunflower seeds, fertilizer, and 
small grants to over 49,000 families in 7 flood effected districts of Sindh 
– Thatta, Dadu, Shikarpur, Larkana, Jacobabad, Kashmore, and Qambar 
Shahdadkot - USAID Photo
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Among our other activities are:
• We’re ensuring that Pakistani women take part in the Goldman 

Sachs “1,000 Women” program, which offers talented 
businesswomen the opportunity to study management at U.S. 
universities.

• We’re funding scholarships and internships for women students so 
they can venture into the disciplines of their choice, including two 
areas-science and technology-that have traditionally been cut off to 
women.

• We’re training Lady Health Workers in family planning and 
counseling skills, so they can help Pakistani women gain more 
control over their reproductive lives and enjoy safe and healthy 
deliveries.

• We’ve launched the $40 million Gender Equity Program, run by the 
Aurat Foundation, which gives grants to local NGOs, government, 
and other institutions to promote women’s economic, social, and 
political empowerment and equality.

 One program I’m particularly proud of is the International Women 
of Courage Awards. Every year from around the world ten women are 
recognized for their courage and leadership on behalf of the women in 
their communities. 
 This year a woman from Pakistan, Ms. Ghulam Sughra, was among 
the award winners. Ms. Sughra is the founder and chief executive officer 
of the Marvi Rural Development Organization, an NGO focused on 
creating community savings funds and raising awareness of the 
importance of women’s development.
 Ms. Sughra is not alone-there are women like her all over Pakistan. 
Every community has a focused and determined woman who is making 
a difference in the lives around her. 
 That woman may be the wise mother I met, who is ensuring that her 
children attend school every day. She may be the neighbor I heard 
about, who provided safe harbor to a woman whose life was threatened 
by a violent husband. She may be the wife of a religious leader I know, 
who volunteers to feed thousands of hungry people every week. 
 She may be any of the women I’ve met since coming to 
Pakistan-teachers and filmmakers and writers and NGO workers and 
mothers and office workers and retirees. 
 My core belief in women was stated eloquently by Secretary of State 
Clinton:
“When women are free to develop their talents, all people benefit: 
women and men, girls and boys. When women are free to vote and run 
for public offices, governments are more effective and responsive to 
their people. When women are free to earn a living and start small 
businesses, they become key drivers of economic growth across regions 
and sectors. When women have equal rights, nations are more stable, 
peaceful, and secure.”
 I share Secretary Clinton’s vision of a world where all women and 
girls are safe from violence and oppression, where we are free to seek 
happiness and realize our dreams, where we can develop our minds and 
our bodies so we can put them to use in an activity of our choice.
 Pakistani women will need to find their own way forward, just as in 
the United States we had to, and still have to; sometimes at great social 
and economic cost. But as the women of Pakistan move forward, you 
should know that the United States stands with you. 
 You have already shown what the brave women of Pakistan can 
achieve, from Fatima Jinnah and Benazir Bhutto to Ghulam Sughra. Now, 
as you stride ahead on your important journey, I wish you the greatest 
success.

Dr. Marilyn Wyatt is wife of U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan.
Dr. Wyatt participates in a community health talk on family planning 
led by the local Lady Health Worker in Jelum - Photo: USAID
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By: Andrea De Arment

 The world celebrates Earth Day on April 22 each year.  Participating 
in this tradition, U.S. Consulate General Karachi organized an Earth Day 
Poster competition in collaboration with various schools in that city. 
Students from Gulistan Boys Schools, Fatmiyah Girls School, Aisha 
Bawany Academy, Korangi School, and Pak Cambridge School, between 
the ages of 6 and 15 participated by designing unique Earth Day 
posters.  The Earth Day poster competition provided students a 
platform and opportunity to draw their vision of a beautiful, clean and 
green environment.
 Participants were accompanied by their art teachers, who said they 
appreciate the U.S. Government’s efforts in supporting education on 
Earth Day and environmental issues.  American officials from the 
Consulate colored with the students, held a discussion about an 
environmental video they viewed, and carried on discussions with the 
students throughout the daylong event.
 Earth Day activities did not occur just on April 22nd  or just in the 
capital city of Sindh-Karachi. During an USAID trip to assess 
flood-damaged schools in Jacobabad, Sukkur and Shikarpur districts in 
Sindh, Information Officer Andie De Arment visited many schools and 
met with education and provincial officials. The Consulate donated 
crayons and provided Earth Day posters and information to schools in 
Sukkur and Jacobabad.
 While there are still more school assessments to do in the future, it 
was important to the Consulate, including the USAID Officer in Charge, 
Julie Koenen, to educate students about Earth Day.  Environmental 
issues, including the celebration of Earth Day, are about preserving 
natural resources and protecting the environment for the future. 
Andrea De Arment is Information Officer at U.S. Consulate, Karachi

Pakistani students display their Earth Day posters for the competition 
at the U.S. Consulate Karachi.

U.S. Consulate Karachi Economic Officer Gaurav Bansal and Cultural 
Affairs Officer Sue Harville with students at Lincoln Corner posing with 
their Earth Day posters and new Beanie Babies.

Earth Day

Information Officer Andie De Arment of U.S. Consulate Karachi with 
student in Sukkur, Sindh  during Earth Day event
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“We are prepared to stand by the Pakistani
people for the long haul”

Secretary Clinton’s
Message to Pakistan

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visited Pakistan on May 
27, 2011.  After talks with government officials, she addressed 
members of the press at the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad.  Her 
remarks follow:
 Admiral Mullen and I have just completed a very extensive, open, 
frank and constructive discussion with the leadership of Pakistan, 
with the President, the Prime Minister, the Chief of Staff of the Army 
General Kayani, the head of ISI General Pasha, and with 
representatives from the Foreign Office and the Interior Ministry.
 I have to begin by expressing appreciation for the warm welcome 
that we both received and the open dialogue that was the hallmark of 
our hours together.
 The United States and Pakistan have been friends for a very long 
time. We have a relationship that is rooted in mutual respect and 
mutual interests so there is always a lot to talk about. But this was an 
especially important visit because we have reached a turning point. 
Osama bin Laden is dead, but al-Qaida and its syndicate of terror 
remain a serious threat to us both.
 There is momentum toward political reconciliation in 
Afghanistan, but the insurgency continues to operate from safe 
havens here in Pakistan. The Pakistani people are standing 
courageously for their democracy and their future, but the country 
continues to face enormous economic, political, and security 
challenges.
 The United States has been clear and consistent about our 
expectations for this relationship. We have strong interests in the 
region and we are pursuing them vigorously. These are not uniquely 
American aims. We believe that Pakistanis pursue the same goals and 
share the same hopes. We seek to defeat violent extremism, end the 
conflict in Afghanistan, and ensure a secure, stable, democratic, 
prosperous future for Pakistan. We expect to work closely with the 
government and the people of Pakistan to achieve those ends.
 First, the fight against violent extremism. For the past decade 
many of the world’s most vicious terrorists including al-Qaida’s most 
important leaders have been living in Pakistan.  From here they have 
targeted innocent people all over the world, in Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
and far beyond. But no nation has sacrificed more lives in this struggle 
against violent extremism than Pakistan has. Extremists have killed 
women and children, blown up mosques and markets, and shown no 
regard for human life or dignity.
 The United States and Pakistan have worked together to kill or 
capture many of these terrorists here on Pakistani soil. This could not 
have been done without close cooperation between our 
governments, our militaries, and our intelligence agencies.  But we 
both recognize there is still much more work required and it is urgent.
 Today we discussed in even greater detail cooperation to disrupt, 
dismantle and defeat al-Qaida and to drive them from Pakistan and 
the region. We will do our part and we look to the government of 
Pakistan to take decisive steps in the days ahead.
 Joint action against al-Qaida and its affiliates will make Pakistan, 
America and the world safer and more secure.
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U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton addresses a news
conference with Admiral Mike Mullen, the Chairman of the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff in Islamabad, Pakistan on Friday, May 27, 2011.



U.S. Secretary of State, Hilary Rodham Clinton (left), Ambassador Cameron Munter (center), Dr. Marilyn Wyatt (right)

 But I want to underscore a point that I made in public in the last 
weeks and made again privately today to the President, the Prime 
Minister and others. There is absolutely no evidence that anyone at the 
highest levels of the Pakistani government knew that Osama bin Laden 
was living just miles from where we are today. And we know that 
al-Qaida has been a source of great pain and suffering to the leadership 
that has been in every way attempting to eradicate the threat that it 
posed. But we know we have to redouble our efforts together. That is 
the way forward.
 Second, on Afghanistan. Both our nations have an interest in a safe, 
stable Afghanistan that is not a source of insecurity for its neighbors or 
others, and we need to work together to achieve that goal.
 As part of America’s strategy we are supporting an Afghan-led 
process that seeks to split the Taliban from al-Qaida and reconcile 
those insurgents who will renounce violence and accept the 
constitution of Afghanistan. And we know that for reconciliation to 
succeed, Pakistan must be a part of that process. Many of the leaders 
of the Taliban continue to live in Pakistan and Pakistan has very 
legitimate interests in the outcome of this process. Those interests 
need to be respected and addressed.
 But we also discussed that Pakistan has a responsibility to help us 
help Afghanistan by preventing insurgents from waging war from 
Pakistani territory.
 Today we discussed Pakistan’s perspective on Afghanistan and how 
it can support the international community’s efforts there. We look 
forward to putting those words into action and seeing momentum 
toward a political resolution. We think that the recently held trilaterals 
between the United States, Afghanistan and Pakistan - one here in 
Islamabad, one in Kabul - are a very important step toward the 
resolution in Afghanistan.
 A third major area where America’s and Pakistan’s interests 
intersect is the future of this country itself. In recent years the United 
States has tried to be a very good friend to Pakistan. We have 
repeatedly delivered on what we promised by providing billions of 
dollars in new assistance to address Pakistan’s energy and other 
economic challenges. We’ve expanded assistance to your security 
forces. And we led ongoing international relief efforts to respond to 
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last year’s devastating floods. We’ve built the largest educational and 
cultural exchange program anywhere in the world as an investment in 
the youth of Pakistan. And we launched a strategic dialogue that brings 
our governments together to discuss the full range of common 
concerns. We agreed that this work must continue. It continued today, 
and it will continue tomorrow.
 We are prepared to stand by the Pakistani people for the long haul. 
The United States knows that Pakistan’s future is imperatively 
important for us but even more so for the people themselves, and we 
look toward a strong Pakistan, one that is democratic, one that is 
prosperous and stable, being a cornerstone for regional stability and 
global security. That is why the United States will continue to support 
Pakistan’s sovereignty, its civilian elected government, and above all its 
people.
 But let me be clear as I was today. America cannot and should not 
solve Pakistan’s problems. That’s up to Pakistan. But in solving its 
problems, Pakistan should understand that anti-Americanism and 
conspiracy theories will not make problems disappear. It is up to the 
Pakistani people to choose what kind of country they wish to live in and 
it is up to the leaders of Pakistan to deliver results for the people.
 There is still a lot of work to be done to reduce corruption and grow 
the economy; to rebuild from the floods; to get electricity more readily 
available; to make progress in eliminating extremists and their 
sanctuaries. So there are hard choices to make. We should proceed in a 
spirit of openness and candor because part of friendship is speaking 
honestly and telling each other our perspectives and where necessary 
even difficult truths as we see them.
 We have shared interests, we have common challenges, and yes, we 
have areas of disagreement.
 During Pakistan’s first winter as a young nation Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah said, “We are going through fire. The sunshine has yet to come.” 
But his confidence in the resilience and determination of the Pakistani 
people never wavered. The years have vindicated his faith.
 As we look ahead from this pivotal moment, that determination by 
the Pakistani people themselves will be more important than ever. I 
believe that Pakistan’s best days are ahead, and the United States wants 
to be there as you move into a future that realizes the promise of your 
beginning. We will stand with you and support you as you make the 
tough decisions to have the kind of country and future that the people 
of Pakistan deserve.
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U.S. Consulates General in Karachi and
Lahore Team Up to Run First International
Social Media Summit in Pakistan Columns
By Tristram D Perry
 Just one year after the government briefly banned Facebook, YouTube 
and other popular social media platforms, USCGs Karachi & Lahore 
successfully organized Pakistan’s first-ever international social media summit. 
Called Network!!, it brought together many of Pakistan’s prominent bloggers, 
online activists, web-savvy journalists and top Twitter users.  Network!! was 
co-sponsored by Intel, Apple, Newsweek, PC World magazine and the Express 
Group, Pakistan’s second largest media group. The conference featured five 
renowned international bloggers, hailing from Malaysia, Egypt, Indonesia and 
the U.S. who were featured speakers, with WordPress and Twitter 
participating virtually. 
 U.S. Consul General William Martin delivered the keynote address, which 
ran as a bylined editorial the following day in English daily Express - Tribune 
(http://tribune.com.pk/story/186962/ pakistans-social-media-revolution/).
 In the morning, the event featured panel discussions on social media’s 
impact on women’s empowerment, entrepreneurship, and good governance, 
while the afternoon featured 20 individual breakout presentations. Highlights 
included presentations by the late Punjab Governor Salman Taseer’s daughter 
Shehrbano Taseer, Friday Times Editor Raza Rumi and Twitter’s Corporate 
Social Innovation Leader Claire Ortiz Diaz.
 The event generated uniformly positive coverage across the Pakistani 
national print, television and online media, with the Express Group providing 
day-long coverage and BBC Urdu producing a feature package. In addition, the 
summit attendees posted hundreds of updates on Facebook, Twitter and 
other social networking platforms, with an estimated reach of over 200,000 
people just via Twitter. The ripple effect of social media notably reached 
Pakistan’s ambassador to the U.S. Haqqani, who wrote extensively about it, 
and Claire Diaz’ session even earned a mention on Twitter by the New York 
Times’ Nick Kristof, who has over one million followers.

Tristram D. Perry is Information Officer at U.S. Consulate, Lahore

(http://tribune.com.pk/story/186962/pakistans-social-media-revolution/)

Bloggers from Malaysia, Egypt, Indonesia and the U.S  participated in
the Social Media Summit
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Pakistani Students
Blast Off to Space
Camp in America

The U.S. Embassy sponsored Pakistani space camp students addressed U.S. government-sponsored English Access Microscholarship Program students at
Roshni Middle School. Pictured from left to right, Awais Ehsanul Haq, Islamabad; Babar Ali, Karachi; Hassan Saeed Shaikh, Karachi; Ibrahim Ahmed, Lahore.

By: Jason Seymour

 Experiencing weightlessness, blasting off towards the moon and 
navigating a space shuttle are all common childhood fantasies. Thanks to 
a new U.S. Embassy-funded program, U.S. Mission Pakistan sent 10 eager 
students and two educators from Pakistan and India on a fully-paid trip to 
learn about being an astronaut at the Advanced Space Academy at the 
U.S. Space and Rocket Center facilities in Huntsville, Alabama from June 6 
to June 10, 2011. More than 500,000 lucky graduates have trained there, 
including the daughter of Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.
 To select bright participants, U.S. embassies and consulates in 
Pakistan and India searched for accomplished students and professionals.  
Pakistani students Awais Ehsanul from Islamabad; Babar Ali, Hassan 
Saeed Shaikh, and Ayesha Zubair Memon from Karachi; and Ibrahim 
Ahmed from Lahore; as well as Indian students Prachi Agarwal, Shreya 
Chheda, Suvriti Dhawan, Mini Mandi, and Venkatesh Sureshbabu were 
chosen through strong exam scores and interest in science. In addition, 
curriculum specialist Furat Ovais from Karachi and educator Annu Mathur 
from Delhi joined the group for an extraordinary program designed to 
teach teachers how to raise awareness about space sciences in their 
home communities.
 Astronauts get to live a few millionths of a second longer than the rest 
of us, and they can say goodbye to their height issues, if they have any. - 
Ibrahim Ahmed, Space Camp participant
 During the demanding program, the energetic young astronauts 
attended challenging lectures and engaged in thrilling simulated activities 
to test their ingenuity and ability to collaborate as part of a team. For 
example, Space Camp instructors assigned the committed groups to 
complex missions

By: Jason Seymour
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Pakistani students faced vigorous challenges during their week-long 
program in June 2011 at Advanced Space Academy, Huntsville, Alabama.

such as navigating a space vehicle or solving problems inside a shuttle 
while (almost) weightless. They also walked like Apollo astronauts in a 
1/6 gravity chair and put their fears aside while jumping off a 32-foot 
tall pole.
 In space, there is no wind or rain, so an astronaut’s footprints on the 
moon will remain for at least a million years. - Hassan Seed Shaikh, 
Space Camp participant
 During the week-long active program, trainers inspired participants 
to pursue studies and professions in mathematics and the sciences. 
Ayesha Zubair Memon hopes to be a medical professional one day. She 
says the paths taken by accomplished professional women inspire her. 
One notable woman is Anousheh Ansari, an American of Iranian 
descent, who was the first self-funded woman to fly to the International 
Space Station. Memon quoted Ansari, who said, "I hope to inspire 
everyone-especially young people, women and young girls all over the 
world…to not give up their dreams and to pursue them.”
 In addition to lively exercises and studies, the Pakistani and Indian 
participants mingled within their own group, learning about each 
other’s countries and cultures, and also met other 
astronauts-in-training from the U.S. and all over the world. By the end 
of the program, the group had formed a tight bond. Of course, thanks 
to social media, the group can easily stay in touch.
 After the spirited camp came to a close, the Pakistani participants 
returned to Islamabad and addressed several audiences, including 
representatives of Pakistan Space and Upper Atmosphere Research 
Commission’s Institute of Space Technology, U.S. 
government-sponsored English Access Microscholarship Program 
students at Roshni Model School, and FM94 listeners. Another highlight 
was an opportunity to address disabled youth from low-income regions 
at the Independent Living Training of Persons with Disabilities 
conference hosted by the Special Talent Exchange Program. Afterwards, 
Memon reflected, “People with disabilities are no less than us, maybe 
even better than us in some ways.”
 Before, during and after space camp, U.S. Embassy organizers 
explained that professional diplomats are not the only people that 
serve as ambassadors; whenever a group of people speaks before an 
audience, they represent their heritage, family and country. Joyful 
participant Shaikh has advice for future cultural diplomats (and 
international scientists): “A perfect ambassador should be 
well-mannered, well-dressed and well-educated. Last but not least, he 
should be a good human being first!”
 “(A diplomat) should have broad thoughts, patience and should be 
confident in convincing people and clearing the misperceptions or 
negative thoughts about his country.” - Babar Ali, Space Camp 
participant
 Awais, Babar, Hassan, Ibrahim, Ayesha and Furat certainly proved 
themselves to be good human beings and diplomats, making friends 
from around the world and confirming that studying and working hard 
can reap great rewards!
Jason Seymour is Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer at U.S. Embassy Islamabad
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about the
fourth of July

Fun
facts
 On this day in 1776, the Declaration of Independence was 
approved by the Continental Congress, setting the 13 colonies on the 
road to freedom as a sovereign nation. As always, this most American 
of holidays was marked by parades, fireworks and backyard 
barbecues across the country.
2.5 million
 In July 1776, the estimated number of people living in the newly 
independent nation.
Source: Historical Statistics of the United States: Colonial Times to 
1970 
www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/statab.html

311.7 million
 The nation's estimated population on this July Fourth.
Source: Population clock www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html

Fireworks
$190.7 million

 The value of fireworks imported from China in 2010, representing 
the bulk of all U.S. fireworks imported ($197.3 million). U.S. exports of 
fireworks, by comparison, came to just $37.0 million in 2010, with 
Japan purchasing more than any other country ($6.3 million).
Source: Foreign Trade Statistics www.census.gov/foreign-trade/www  -  
www.usatradeonline.gov

$231.8 million

 The value of U.S. manufacturers' shipments of fireworks and 
pyrotechnics (including flares, igniters, etc.) in 2007.
Source: 2007 Economic Census, Series EC0731SP1, Products and 
Services Code 325998J108 www.census.gov/econ/census07/

Source: www.uwishunu.com 
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Patriotic-Sounding Place Names

 Thirty-one places have “liberty” in their names. The most populous one 
as of April 1, 2010, is Liberty, Mo. (29,149) Iowa, with four, has more of these 
places than any other state: Libertyville, New Liberty, North Liberty and West 
Liberty.
 Thirty-five places have “eagle” in their names. The most populous one is 
Eagle Pass, Texas (26,248).
 Eleven places have “independence” in their names. The most populous 
one is Independence, Mo. (116,830).
 Nine places have “freedom” in their names. The most populous one is 
New Freedom, Pa. (4,464).
 One place with “patriot” in the name. Patriot, Ind. (209).
 Five places have “America” in their names. The most populous is 
American Fork, Utah (26,263).
Source: American FactFinder:  www.census.gov 

The British are Coming!
$98.3 billion

 Dollar value of trade last year between the United States and the United 
Kingdom, making the British, our adversary in 1776, our sixth-leading trading 
partner today.
Source: Foreign Trade Statistics 
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/highlights/top/top1012yr.html#total   -   
www.usatradeonline.gov

Fourth of July Cookouts
More than 1 in 4

 The chance that the hot dogs and pork sausages consumed on the 
Fourth of July originated in Iowa. The Hawkeye State was home to 19.0 
million hogs and pigs on March 1, 2011. This estimate represents more 
than one-fourth of the nation's estimated total. North Carolina (8.6 
million) and Minnesota (7.6 million) were also homes to large numbers of 
pigs.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/HogsPigs/HogsPigs-03-25-2011.pdf

6.8 billion pounds

 Total production of cattle and calves in Texas in 2010. Chances are good 
that the beef hot dogs, steaks and burgers on your backyard grill came 
from the Lone Star State, which accounted for about one-sixth of the 
nation's total production. And if the beef did not come from Texas, it very 
well may have come from Nebraska (4.6 billion pounds) or Kansas (4.1 
billion pounds).
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/MeatAnimPr/MeatAnimPr-04-28-
2011.pdf

6
 Number of states in which the value of broiler chicken production was 
$1 billion or greater between December 2009 and November 2010. There 
is a good chance that one of these states - Georgia, Arkansas, North 
Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi or Texas - is the source of your barbecued 
chicken.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/PoulProdVa/PoulProdVa-04-28-2011.pdf

More than 1 in 3

 The odds that your side dish of baked beans originated from North 
Dakota, which produced 36 percent of the nation's dry, edible beans in 
2010. Another popular Fourth of July side dish is corn on the cob. Florida, 
California, Georgia, Washington and New York together accounted for 68 
percent of the fresh market sweet corn produced nationally in 2010.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 

www.blogs.desmoinesregister.com
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sweet corn produced nationally in 2010.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/CropProdSu/CropProdSu-01-12-2011_new_format.pdf and
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/VegeSumm/VegeSumm-01-27-2011.pdf

Please Pass the Potato

 Potato salad and potato chips are popular food items at Fourth of July 
barbecues. Approximately half of the nation's spuds were produced in Idaho 
or Washington state in 2010.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/CropProdSu/CropProdSu-01-12-20
11_new_format.pdf

More than three-fourths

 Amount of the nation's head lettuce production in 2010 that came from 
California. This lettuce may end up in your salad or on your burger.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/VegeSumm/VegeSumm-01-27-201
1.pdf

7 in 10

 The chances that the fresh tomatoes in your salad came from Florida or 
California, which combined accounted for 71 percent of U.S. fresh market 
tomato production last year.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/VegeSumm/VegeSumm-01-27-201
1.pdf

Florida

 The state that led the nation in watermelon production last year (750 
million pounds). Other leading producers of this popular fruit included 
California, Georgia and Texas, each had an estimate of more than 600 
million pounds.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
<http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/VegeSumm/VegeSumm-01-27-201
1_new_format.pdf

81 million

 Number of Americans who said they have taken part in a barbecue 
during the previous year. It's probably safe to assume a lot of these events 
took place on Independence Day.
Source: Mediamark Research & Intelligence, as cited in the Statistical 
Abstract of the United States: 2011 
<http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/ , Table 1239

Source: U.S. State Department(blogs.usembassy.gov/hyderabad)

Source: www.news.getaroom.com Source: www.achildgrows.com
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Beethoven Symphony
Unites Americans for
Pakistan Flood Recovery

The "Beethoven for the Indus Valley" concert raised money for Pakistan 
flood survivors such as the father and son shown in the image by Acumen 
Fund's Jacqueline Novogratz -  IIP Photo

By: Carrie Loewenthal Massey
 As the exultant lyrics of Friedrich Schiller’s “Ode to Joy,” set to 
Beethoven’s beautiful orchestral accompaniment, filled New York’s 
Carnegie Hall, images of Pakistan’s flood survivors, treading through 
waist-high waters, flashed on the wall behind the performing 
musicians. The contrast was striking: pure devastation to pure joy.
 But artistic director and conductor George Mathew purposely 
chose Beethoven’s “Ninth Symphony” for the January 31 concert, 
which benefited the flood survivors of Pakistan’s Indus Valley. 
Floodwaters inundated Pakistan in the summer of 2010, covering 
one-fifth of the country at one point and affecting 21 million people, 
leaving many without food, shelter or livelihood.
 Through Beethoven’s music, Mathew sought to convey the idea 
that “we become more human and more ourselves when we concern 
ourselves with the well-being of others,” he said in the Playbill for the 
concert.
 The concert, called “Beethoven for the Indus Valley,” helped raise 
awareness of the ongoing need to assist the Pakistani flood survivors. It 
was sponsored by Music for Life International - Mathew’s nonprofit 
organization, which brings musicians together for humanitarian causes 
— and the American Pakistan Foundation. Proceeds benefited Acumen 
Fund, a New York–based nongovernmental organization that invests in 
long-term solutions to poverty in Pakistan.
 While he is grateful for the money raised by the concert and for the 
continued donations it is generating, Mathew said he is most thrilled by 
the social impact of the event, which he witnessed in different ways.
 First, the makeup of the orchestra itself “was in fact a microcosm of 
the world,” Mathew said in an interview. He gathered musicians from 
nearly 40 major American ensembles and conservatories, bringing 
together volunteer performers of several nationalities, including “Asian 
and Indian … Arab, and Israeli, just the most amazing thing to see,” he 
said. “And more than that, they were pouring out their hearts and souls 
for Pakistan.”
 Mathew, who divides his time between New York and Bangalore, 
India, also recognizes the social impact of his role as an 
Indian-American conductor.
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 “I know that there is a value in my coming forth as an Indian myself and 
saying we have to be a voice for these people who are suffering in Pakistan. 
We’re connected,” said Mathew. “Even though what’s highlighted are the 
differences … we speak the same languages, have the same literatures, eat 
the same foods. At the end of the day, we’re all South Asians.”
 Mathew sees the concert as “a powerful example of human solidarity,” 
which is the “only antidote to the kinds of things that divide us today,” he 
said.
 “Beethoven for the Indus Valley” launched Music for Life International’s 
humanitarian efforts, which evolved out of Mathew’s three previous 
concerts for global causes. It was Mathew’s second concert for Pakistan; the 
first, “Beethoven for South Asia,” in January 2006, supported the survivors 
of the 2005 Kashmir earthquake. Mathew also organized “Requiem for 
Darfur” in 2007 and “Mahler for the Children of AIDS” in 2009.
ACUMEN FUND: LASTING CAPITAL FOR SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS
 Mathew chose Acumen Fund as the beneficiary of the concert’s 
proceeds because he supported its mission to invest in businesses that 
change lives in Pakistan and their work on sustainable development and 
long-term solutions, he said.
 Acumen Fund supports local entrepreneurs, nonprofits and businesses 
working to improve the lives of the poor by increasing access to housing, 
clean water and health care and enhancing agricultural practices. The 
organization provides these ventures long-term investment, managerial 
assistance and access to government and other partnerships.
 “We invest in businesses that provide critical goods and services to 
low-income markets. Through that we seek to effect change by focusing on 
the social impact that comes from these goods and services,” said Misbah 
Naqvi, Acumen Fund’s business development manager, in an interview.
 Since 2002, Acumen Fund has invested more than $11 million in 
Pakistani ventures, according to the organization’s website. Jacqueline 
Novogratz, founder and chief executive officer of Acumen Fund, traveled to 
Pakistan shortly after the floods to see the effects firsthand and explore 
opportunities to support the recovery work Pakistanis were doing on the 
ground.
 “The world generally gets to see only one perspective of Pakistan,” 
Novogratz said. “But there is a hidden story - that of its many citizens who 
want to see positive change and are willing to do something about it. And 
while the journey ahead is long, there are signs of progress.”
 Hoping to further this progress by raising awareness of the flood 
damage, Novogratz said Acumen Fund “felt lucky” to be a part of 
“Beethoven for the Indus Valley.” Since the concert, the organization has 
seen increased traffic to its donation website, according to Naqvi.
 In addition to its work in Pakistan, Acumen Fund invests in social 
enterprises in India, Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania.

Carrie Loewenthal Massey is a special correspondent and writes for the
Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.

IIP Photo -
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Khalid Latif - AP Photo

Imam Khalid Latif

Building Communities
of Faith and Diversity
in America

By: Special Correspondent Howard Cincotta and Staff Writer Lauren 
Monsen
 At age 28, Imam Khalid Latif is - by most standards - quite young 
to be shouldering major leadership responsibilities. But since age 24, 
he has been chaplain and director of the Islamic Center at New York 
University (ICNYU) and also Muslim chaplain for the New York Police 
Department, serving the needs of a wide-ranging constituency.
 “The university and police department are obviously very 
different,” Latif said. “But they’re also very similar, as American 
institutions with growing Muslim populations who are trying to find 
their way.”
 Latif is deeply committed to interfaith dialogue and community 
service as an integral part of what it means to be Muslim in a 
modern, multicultural world. “Each of these interactions can be an 
opportunity for spiritual growth,” he said.
 As head of ICNYU, Latif is conducting a fundraising campaign he 
hopes will generate funds to allow him to hire a full-time staff and 
appoint a scholar-in-residence. “Our goal is $20 million,” he said, 
“which would create scholarships as well as research and fellowship 
opportunities.”
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 However, Latif never forgets he is, above all, the spiritual 
leader of a young and varied congregation. Most are students 
seeking to find their spiritual path as Muslims while facing the 
challenges of college-age people anywhere.
 Through the Islamic Center, students can seek advocacy, 
counseling and mediation services, and participate in interfaith 
activities. The center works with Bridges: Muslim-Jewish Interfaith 
Dialogue, a New York University student-run venture that offers 
dialogue, community service and weekend retreats. Additionally, 
ICNYU members can participate in community service programs 
with groups such as Habitat for Humanity.
 In 2007, Latif was named as only the second Muslim chaplain 
to the New York Police Department. Latif, who serves with 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish clergy, has been called to hospitals 
several times to comfort injured officers and their families, none 
of whom happened to be Muslim.
 These experiences, he said, have enriched him. “Any 
interaction I have with any individual broadens my own 
worldview,” he explained. “You have your values challenged and 
reinforced, and you begin to understand what you have in 
common with others.”

INQUIRY INTO FAITH
 Latif grew up in Edison, New Jersey, the son of Pakistani-born 
parents and one of only a few Muslim students at his school. He 
sought out leadership positions, becoming student council 
president and captain of his football and track teams.
 Latif majored in Middle Eastern and Islamic studies at New 
York University and continued his inquiry into his faith and his role 
as an American Muslim in perhaps the most ethnically and 
religiously diverse metropolitan area in the world. He also began 
to perceive the extraordinary diversity of Islam itself. “As a 
freshman, I met an Indonesian with a scraggly beard - and a 
surfboard. That was something new. But I also met Muslims who 
were African American, African, converted Muslims and the 
children of converts.”
 At age 18, Latif was cajoled into giving his first sermon. “It 
seemed to go fairly well, and I was asked to give them on a regular 
basis,” he said.
 In 2005, after graduating from New York University, Latif 
entered the Islamic Chaplaincy Program at the 
nondenominational Hartford Seminary in Connecticut, the only 
accredited program of its kind in the country. He also volunteered 
as the first chaplain of NYU’s Islamic Center and co-taught courses 
on conflict resolution at Abraham’s Vision, a Muslim/Jewish 
interfaith organization for young people.

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
 Latif is a pioneer at a time when the growing Muslim student 
population, coupled with large numbers of international students, 
has greatly increased the need for Muslim chaplains on campus.
 One of his most successful undertakings was almost an 
afterthought: podcasts of his 20-minute Friday sermons. A friend 
suggested they record and post them on the Islamic Center 
website.
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Khalid Latif, Police Chaplin - IIP Photo

 The response has far exceeded expectations. Latif’s podcasts 
have attracted 30,000 listeners a month, from all over the globe.
 In addition, Latif records his Friday sermons on video and posts 
them on YouTube. “Our focus is now on videos, so our last podcast 
update was in 2010. But by this summer, we’ll have a mechanism 
in place to support both formats,” he said.
 Although temporarily in hiatus, Latif’s podcasts retain a strong 
following. “The podcasts are more easily accessible in some parts 
of the world because the files are smaller,” he said. “I’ve heard 
from a teacher in Abu Dhabi who plays the podcasts for her 
classroom of 60 students each week.”
 Latif regards his commitment to interfaith activities as central 
to his mission as an imam. He cites a trip to New Orleans with 
members of the Islamic Center and NYU’s Bronfman Center for 
Jewish Life to help with Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts. The 
two groups overcame their mistrust, he said, “and they all learned 
not to define students, by religion or background, as the ‘other.’”
 “This is real, effective change,” Latif said, “change that can 
emanate into the broader community.”

This article was compiled by Howard Cincotta and Lauren Monsen who 

write for International Information Programs (IIP).
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Muslim-American
Women Lead Community
Projects for Earth Day
By: M. Scott Bortot 
 In schools, mosques and community groups around the 
United States, American Muslim women are working with their 
neighbors to ensure that Earth Day’s message of protecting the 
planet isn’t heard only on one day, but year-round.
 Dina Badawy, a behavior and social change consultant in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, said Earth Day, held annually April 22, 
is only a focal point for generating awareness.
 “As a member of the Muslim religious community, whenever I 
conduct environmental justice outreach on Earth Day, it’s not 
because I think that Earth Day is the only day you should practice 
conservation,” Badawy said. “It’s a launching pad for future 
events and projects throughout the year.”
 Badawy, who has worked in faith-based community outreach 
for the Earth Day Network, met with nearly two dozen neighbors 
to discuss how they can reduce harm to the environment.
 “We thought it would be good to have a local 
garden-development workshop,” Badawy said, because growing 
vegetables locally cuts down on fossil fuels used to transport 
produce. “From all different angles, gardening is a beautiful 
contribution to environmental justice.”
 Bhwana Kamil, head of the Muslim American Society chapter 
in San Francisco and founder of the group’s Muslim Green Team, 

said members are encouraged to participate in community 
events to mark Earth Day.
 Formed in 2007, the Muslim Green Team’s goal is “to educate 
and equip the Muslim community to live greener lives” and to 
educate the wider community about Muslim environmental 
teachings, she said. The Muslim Green Team took advantage of 
the fact that Earth Day coincided with Friday and contacted 
mosques nationwide.

Students with plates (International 
Information Programs) - IIP Photo
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 “What we are asking is that all the imams who give the 
sermons on Friday … give a sermon about Islam and the 
environment,” Kamil said. The Muslim Green Team created a list 
of speaking points, “and we have been trying to distribute it 
widely across the country.” They asked for feedback from 
mosques to determine its success.
 Six months after Earth Day, the Muslim Green Team hosts the 
EcoFair, a community-wide event to encourage environmentally 
friendly practices. 
 “We include children’s activities, demonstrations and free 
giveaways to ensure that everyone walks away with information 
and tools to live a greener life,” Kamil said.
 American Muslim educators are involving their students in 
Earth Day activities. Ayesha Kazi, a teacher at Muslim Community 
Center Full-Time School in Morton Grove, Illinois, integrates the 
environment into the classroom.
 To mark Earth Day, the school held its Zero Waste Day. Instead 
of using paper towels, students air-dried their hands and used 
both sides of paper in the classroom. To reduce waste at lunch, 
students brought food in reusable containers or, if they 
purchased a school lunch, used reusable plates and utensils from 
home.
 “We always talk to our students about how to protect the 
environment, but we thought that this would really be a good 
hands-on activity for them,” Kazi said. “Rather than talking about 
it, we wanted to do something. We wanted to give them a 
hands-on experience with living a green lifestyle.”
 Azra Kazmi, a teacher at the College Preparatory School of 
America in Lombard, Illinois, said the school’s environment club 
took the initiative this year and marked Earth Day by volunteering 
for Clean-Up Day on April 23 as part of Lombard Pride Week.
 Following Earth Day, Kazmi leads the school’s Health and 
Awareness Week. During the week, high school students and 
younger students watch the environmental awareness film An 
Inconvenient Truth, the environment club grades student 
presentations on conservation, and students plant trees.
 “The point of this is for the students to take ownership,” 
Kazmi said. “Then we will have every class create a name for the 
tree and have a care plan for the tree and then work to maintain 
it.”
 Kazmi and Kazi say that educating children creates 
environmental consciousness that lasts a lifetime.
 “If we plant these seeds at a young age and get them thinking 
about conservation and generally protecting the environment, 
then hopefully they can make these changes in their lifestyles,” 
Kazi said. “It is just slow and steady, baby steps. They can 
implement these changes in their lives and I think that starting 
from a young age is key so they can develop good habits.”

M. Scott Bortot is a staff writer for International Information

Programs (IIP).
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A girl waiting for her turn to get food at a Rice house run by 
philanthropist Muslim Lakhani in Islamabad. (ML R www.mlresourcesllc.com)

Philanthropist Feeds and
Empowers Americans
and Pakistanis
By: M. Scott Bortot

 When Muslim Lakhani says he wants to help people in need, 
he is serious. Just ask Major Steve Morris, the Salvation Army’s 
commander for the Washington area.
 “He asked how he could be engaged with the Salvation Army, 
and we talked about a couple of different programs,” Morris said. 
“When he heard about the consistency of feeding homeless 
residents of D.C. [Washington] 365 days a year, he said, literally, 
‘That is the kind of program that I can identify with.’”
 It’s not that Lakhani was ever poor and homeless. He grew up 
in a well-to-do family in Karachi, Pakistan, and later became an 
entrepreneur. As a child, he learned compassion for those who 
were less fortunate, and he applies those lessons to support 
impoverished people in Pakistan and the United States through 
ML Resources Social Vision, the philanthropic arm of his venture 
capital firm, ML Resources LLC.
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 “My mother taught me a lot. We would be sitting at a table and 
outside there would be a beggar, and she would say, ‘Go, give 
them some food,’” Lakhani said. “When you are 7 or 8 and see this 
poor mother and a child, it touches you.”
 Lakhani, who came to the United States in mid 2006, settled in 
Washington with his family. On his walks through the city, he 
would see the Salvation Army feeding homeless men, women and 
children, and that reminded him of poverty back in Pakistan. He 
decided to act.
 After meeting with Morris and other Salvation Army officials, 
Lakhani pledged to support the Grate Patrol Homeless Outreach 
Program, which he has continued to support since 2008. Along 
with providing professional guidance for the city’s homeless, the 
program feeds as many as 200 people daily from a van that roves 
the U.S. capital.
 “I said to them that I just want to feed people,” Lakhani said. “I 
said, ‘I will sponsor the entire feeding program if you start on 
Christmas Day.’”
 Christmas holds a special place in Lakhani’s heart. At his local 
school, Karachi Grammar School in Pakistan, he studied Christian 
texts and grew up with children of diverse beliefs, which 
broadened his Muslim spirituality. His respect for other faiths 
reached new heights, though, when he fell ill with pneumonia 
while in Italy when he was just 17 years of age.
 “I woke up in the hospital, and there were two angelic faces 
looking down at me, and one of them, her cross was touching my 

Muslim Lakhani (ML R www.mlresourcesllc.com)
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chest,” Lakhani said. “I opened my eyes and I said, ‘I think I’m dead. 
But I think I’m in the wrong place, I think I might have missed my lane.’ 
While I closed my eyes, I said, ‘That’s OK, I did Mark, Matthew, Luke 
and John.’ I opened them and they were still there.”
 His vision was actually two nuns, who worked to care for him. 
Lakhani befriended the nuns during his convalescence and joined 
them in lighting candles at their church. His experience in Italy would 
have a lasting impact. ML Resources Social Vision supports interfaith 
engagement through partnerships with the Interfaith Center of New 
York and initiatives such as the Interfaith Youth Action Group.
 Morris said Lakhani’s respect for other faiths is inspiring and 
something to be emulated.
 “One of the things that he loves to talk about is him being Muslim, 
and the Salvation Army being Christian. He really sees himself and our 
friendship, personally, as an example of how people from different 
worlds and beliefs can come together and make a marked difference 
in their community,” Morris said.
 As Lakhani feeds people in the United States, his philanthropic 
initiatives in Pakistan continue to flourish. He supports many 
programs in his country of birth that provide immediate assistance 
and develop skills to help people reach economic self-sufficiency.
 Lakhani began his charitable work in Pakistan in response to 
criticism. He said that after he built his home in Islamabad in 1997, he 
heard that low-income families and other less fortunate resented 
wealthy people living in big homes while the people nearby suffered 
from poverty and hunger. Rather than be offended, Lakhani realized 
they had a valid point.
 “Sometimes when we think that we are above everything, 
intellectually or wealthwise, we forget the reality on the ground, the 
heat of the street,” he said.
 Within a week, Lakhani had laid the foundation for the House of 
Rice. At first, the initiative fed people on Fridays. Today, the program 
feeds as many as 500 people daily at locations in Islamabad and 
Rawalpindi. And while the House of Rice reaches people in the 
streets, the Lakhani-supported Women Aid Trust reaches women and 
children in many prisons across Pakistan.
 Lakhani is quick to point out that the Women Aid Trust is not his 
idea, but that of its founders, who were housewives with an idea and 
passion that inspired him to get involved. Early on, the organization 
provided toiletries as well as food, a rarity for female and juvenile 
inmates in Pakistani prisons. When he met the two women who led 
the initiative, Lakhani asked them a simple question: Why? They 
answered, “These are people nobody cares about; neither are they on 
anyone’s radar screen.”
 That was enough to convince Lakhani. With his financial and moral 
support, the Women Aid Trust started offering job training and legal 
aid to women and children. The female inmates involved in the 
program make embroidered purses and other goods. They also have a 
chance to talk to qualified legal counsel.
 “We teach them a trade, and now many of these women are 
working as embroiderers,” Lakhani said, adding that the young boys 
are becoming electricians and plumbers, and most of them also learn 
to use a computer. “Now, many young lawyers want to come and 

volunteer their time so that they can help in bailing out these 
women and children. Over the past 10 years, hundreds of women 
and young juveniles have been successfully bailed out through this 
effort.”
 Although Lakhani provides financing for charitable projects, he 
said those who work and devote time to serve the less fortunate 
are the “real heroes.”
 “Talk is cheap. People who give their time, I admire them,” he 
said. “They might not be making much money and need to work to 
put groceries on the table. Despite that, they take time out to help 
the poor, and to me, that’s powerful.”

M. Scott Bortot is a staff writer for Bureau of International Information 
Programs (IIP). 
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U.S. Honors  Mr. Shamshad
Hussain of Pakistan as State
Alumni Member of the Month (May)
 Shamshad Hussain has become a leader in promoting volunteerism, 
education and ecotourism in his native Pakistan. Hussain participated in the 
Community College Initiative Program (CCIP), studying at Daytona State 
College from 2008 to 2009. “It was an honor to represent Pakistan in the U.S.,” 
he said. “The ultimate impact was my broadening vision and firm mission to 
make a difference in my society.” Upon his return to Pakistan, he initiated 
numerous community service projects, was elected president of the 
Pakistani-U.S. Alumni Network Gilgit-Baltistan Chapter and took on the role of 
coordinator for the local English Access Microscholarship Program.
 Hussain lives in Gilgit-Baltistan, a beautiful and remote region in northern 
Pakistan that struggles with transportation and security issues. Despite these 
challenges, he has developed multiple community-service campaigns. 
“Volunteer work is a noble and highly recognized job,” he exclaims when 
describing his U.S. experiences in meetings with the Gilgit-Baltistan region 
residents. Hussain often organizes volunteer events such as a hike on a 
popular mountain trail where participants picked up trash along the way.
 Pakistan is a multi-lingual country where many businesses and 
government jobs require strong English language skills, which children of 
Gilgit-Baltistan often lack. Having witnessed this professional disadvantage, 
Hussain worked to pilot and implement the U.S. Embassy’s English Access 
Microscholarship Program in the Gilgit-Baltistan region in April 2010. 
Professional and educational opportunities for Gilgit-Baltistan’s 
underprivileged children have significantly expanded due to Hussain’s 
commitment to his community.
 Hussain works as the executive director of the Grassroots Association for 
Community Empowerment (GRACE), a Pakistani non-profit that mobilizes 
marginalized communities to create a peaceful society. Hussain is committed 
to encouraging others, especially alumni of U.S. government exchange 
programs, to “empower and improve the quality of life of vulnerable 
communities.”
 In October 2010, 100 alumni of the Gilgit-Baltistan region organized a 
local chapter of the Pakistan-U.S. Alumni Network. As president, Hussain led 
this group of committed alumni to encourage local students to learn about 
U.S. government-funded exchange programs. More than 800 female students 
attended the seminars, the first of their kind in Gilgit-Baltistan. 
 Through his work with the alumni chapter, underprivileged students and 
the local community, Hussain has become a role model for his fellow Pakistani 
alumni and an instrumental force in promoting mutual understanding 
between the United States and Pakistan.
 Each month the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs’ Office of 
Alumni Affairs, which supports alumni as they build on their exchange 
experiences, confers the State Alumni Member of the Month award on an 
outstanding alumnus or alumna. For more information, visit the website at 
http://exchanges.state.gov/alumni/alumnus.html

US Alumni of the month (May) - IIP Photo
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Hot air balloons lift off from Railroad Park, Friday, Aug. 18, 2006, in Lewiston, 
Maine. About two dozen balloons took part in a morning launch to kick off the 
three-day Great Falls Balloon Festival in Lewiston and Auburn, Maine. (AP)

MaineVisit the 50 States:
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Maine
Maine - THE PINE STATE
Admission to Union: March 15, 1820 (23rd State)

Capital: Augusta

Population: 1,274,923

State Seal:State Flag:

“All I could see from where I stood 
Was three long mountains and a wood
  I turned and looked the other way
  And saw three islands in a bay” - Edna St. Vincent Millay

Maine Visit the 50 States:

State flower:
White pine cone
and tassel  

State Bird: Black
Capped Chickadee 

 The 23rd state of the United States of America lies in the New 
England region of the northeastern U.S.  It’s bordered by the 
Atlantic Ocean, the state of New Hampshire and the Canadian 
provinces of Quebec and New Brunswick.  It has a long shoreline 
and beautiful scenery: jagged, mostly rocky coastline, low rolling 
mountains, a heavily forested interior and picturesque waterways.  
The visual contrast of this state is summed up by the great 
American poet Edna St. Vincent Millay (of Maine):

 It’s the least populated state east of the Mississippi River - in 
2008, Maine’s population was estimated at 1,321,504 - that’s 
about 41.3 people per square mile.
 With so few people, it’s no wonder that almost 90 percent of 
the state’s land is made up of forests. That most likely also 
contributes to the quality of its public space cleanliness.  This past 
March, Maine, together with Iowa, was ranked as the third best 
state in the American State Litter Scorecard. (Washington was first 
and California was second).

  :
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 Maine boasts the largest exports of blueberries and toothpicks than any 
other state in the U.S. The largest toothpick manufacturing plant in the U.S. is 
located in Strong, Maine - the Strong Wood Products Incorporated plant 
produces 20 million toothpicks a day.  Maine produces 25 percent of all 
blueberries in North America, making it the largest blueberry producer in the 
world and making the wild blueberry the state berry. By the same token, the 
state dessert is blueberry pie made with wild Maine blueberries. 
 Naval shipbuilding and construction also are key businesses for this state.  
It has a longstanding tradition of being home to many shipbuilding 
companies. In the 18th and 19th centuries, it was home to many shipyards 
which produced wooden sailing ships, which transported either cargo or 
passengers overseas.
 The climate in Maine is considered a humid continental one. The 
summers are warm (though not hot) and humid and the winders are cold and 
snowy and especially brutal in the northern part of the state.  Hurricanes and 
tropical storms usually do not make landfall in this state.  As a matter of fact, 
Maine has fewer thunderstorms of any other state on the East coast, with 
most of the state averaging less than 20 days of thunderstorms per year.
 One of the best-known towns in Maine is Kennebunkport. The town has 
a reputation as a summer haven for the wealthy, but enjoys visitors all year. 
Kennebunkport is the summer home of former U.S. president George H. W. 
Bush, father of former U.S. president George W. Bush.  During his presidency, 
Bush often invited world leaders from Margaret Thatcher to Mikhail 
Gorbachev to Kennebunkport. In 2007, his son George W. Bush invited 
Vladimir Putin and Nicolas Sarkozy.
 Many famous people call or have called Maine their home: actresses 
Bette Davis and Kirstie Alley, actors Judd Nelson, John Travolta, and the 
well-known author of contemporary horror, suspense, science fiction and 
fantasy fiction-Stephen King. King even sets many of his stories (Carrie), and 
his television series (Murder, She Wrote) in Maine.
 Voters in Maine used to lean toward Republican party candidates, but 
began to vote more for Democrats in the 1960s, especially in Presidential 
elections.  In 1968, Hubert Humphrey became just the second Democrat in a 
half century to carry Maine thanks to his running mate, Maine Senator 
Edmund Muskie.  Since then, the state has become a left-leaning swing state 
and has voted Democratic in five successive Presidential elections, casting its 
votes for Bill Clinton twice, Al Gore in 2000, John Kerry in 2004 and Barack 
Obama in 2008. However, in the 2010 mid-term elections, the Republican 
party, once again, made major gains-it captured the governor’s office as well 
as majorities in both chambers of the state legislature for the first time since 
the early 1970s.

Thousands of lit jack-o-lanterns are shown during the Camp Sunshine Maine Pumpkins 
Festival, Saturday, Oct. 4, 2008 in Cumberland, Maine. Camp Sunshine is a Maine based 
national retreat for children with life threatening illnesses and their families. (AP)

The Kotchegna Dancers and 
drum ensemble with it's 
lively Ivorian rhythm 
entertain the crowds in 
downtown Bangor, Maine, 
as part of the 66th National 
Folk Festival, Saturday, Aug. 
28, 2004. (AP)
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the Consul
Ask

American Citizen Services

1. What is American Citizen Services?
 American Citizen Services (ACS) is a unit of the Embassy and 
consulates in Lahore and Karachi devoted to assisting and 
providing information to Americans abroad. We visit Americans 
in jail, assist families and friends following the death of a U.S. 
citizen loved one, offer help to U.S. children and families involved 
in abduction, custody, support and other cases, check on the 
welfare of U.S. citizens, provide routine notary services, can help 
U.S. citizens register to vote in U.S. elections, and provide U.S. 
citizens with information on safety and security in Pakistan.
 
2. I am a U.S. citizen. My child was born in Pakistan. How do I 
register my child?
 First, congratulations on the birth of your child!  Whenever an 
American citizen child is born outside the U.S., a legal document 
called the Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) is issued to the 
child if the child can be confirmed as a U.S. citizen. The CRBA 
serves as original evidence of U.S. citizenship and functions the 
same way as a birth certificate does in the U.S.  You can go the 
U.S. Embassy’s Web site and make an appointment: 
http://islamabad.usembassy.gov.
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3. My child was born in Pakistan. I am a U.S. citizen. How do I know 
if my child is a U.S. citizen?
 Under U.S. law, a child of a U.S. parent born overseas after 1986 
must present evidence that you, the U.S. citizen parent resided in the 
U.S. for a at least five years, two after the age of 14 and submit all the 
required application documents.  Please visit our Web site for 
additional information, including making an appointment for a CRBA 
and the requirements for children born prior to 1986.

4. I am visiting relatives in Pakistan and my passport is expiring 
next month. I would like to renew it at the U.S. Embassy.
You can renew your U.S. passport at the U.S. Embassy. You will need 
to make an appointment for a passport renewal through our Web site 
at http://islamabad.usembassy.gov. ACS recommends U.S. citizens 
renew their passports at least one month before expiration.

5. What if I need to apply for an emergency passport?
 ACS highly encourages U.S. citizens to have a valid U.S. passport at 
all times and to renew the passport well in advance of any 
anticipated travel plans to avoid any inconveniences.  With that said, 
ACS understands that situations arise where an emergency passport 
is required. Please contact ACS at ACS_Islamabad@state.gov 
concerning emergency appointments. Remember, you can renew 
your U.S. passport before it expires!

6. I am an American Citizen and my Pakistani visa has expired. Will 
the U.S. Embassy assist me in obtaining my visa?
 The U.S. Mission in Pakistan is unable to assist in extending visas. 
Visitors / Residents may apply for extension of stay at the following 
address:
Section Officer (Visas)
Ministry of Interior - Pakistan Secretariat, ‘R’ block
Islamabad. Tel: 051-920-7290

7. What if there is an earthquake or another crisis and I need to 
leave the country immediately; how will ACS help me?
 ACS provides you with security and safety information about 
Pakistan. The U.S. Department of State encourages all U.S. citizens to 
register their trips with the U.S. Embassy online at 
www.travel.registration.gov to receive any travel warnings while 
traveling in Pakistan. ACS also encourages U.S. citizens to e-mail their 
mobile numbers and names to ACS_Islamabad@state.gov. ACS will 
text information concerning security and pertinent information 
during a crisis.

8. How does ACS protect my privacy?
 Protecting your privacy as a U.S. citizen is a top priority of ACS.  
ACS does not release any information concerning you without your 
explicit statement authorizing us to do so and to whom.  As a U.S. 
citizen, you are protected under the Privacy Act passed by Congress 
in 1974, which states that a Consular officer cannot release 
information about you to anyone without your written consent, 
except as set forth in the Act.

9. How can I stay connected with American Citizen Services?
 ACS is on facebook and twitter! You can like our page: 
http://www.facebook.com/IslamabadACS and follow us at 
http://twitter.com/ACSIslamabad.

1. What is American Citizen Services?
 American Citizen Services (ACS) is a unit of the Embassy and 
consulates in Lahore and Karachi devoted to assisting and 
providing information to Americans abroad. We visit Americans 
in jail, assist families and friends following the death of a U.S. 
citizen loved one, offer help to U.S. children and families involved 
in abduction, custody, support and other cases, check on the 
welfare of U.S. citizens, provide routine notary services, can help 
U.S. citizens register to vote in U.S. elections, and provide U.S. 
citizens with information on safety and security in Pakistan.
 
2. I am a U.S. citizen. My child was born in Pakistan. How do I 
register my child?
 First, congratulations on the birth of your child!  Whenever an 
American citizen child is born outside the U.S., a legal document 
called the Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) is issued to the 
child if the child can be confirmed as a U.S. citizen. The CRBA 
serves as original evidence of U.S. citizenship and functions the 
same way as a birth certificate does in the U.S.  You can go the 
U.S. Embassy’s Web site and make an appointment: 
http://islamabad.usembassy.gov.
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Letters to
the Editor

Owing to its informative contents and the eye-catching designing, 
Khabr-o-Nazar is becoming more and more popular among its 
readers with every passing day. In its January 2011 issue, the 
articles on Martin Luther King, Jr., Sindhi culture and “Visit the 50 
States” were very interesting. I further suggest that the writings of 
both Pakistani and American writers on the topics of literature, 
culture and politics should also be included in the future editions of 
this magazine. I believe that such an effort will be very helpful in 
further bridging the gaps between our two nations.
Manzoor Mallah, (Sanghar)

I received the April-May 2011 issue of the Khabr-o-Nazar which 
contained a variety of very informative and interesting articles. I 
am a regular reader of this prestigious magazine which has really 
added to my knowledge about the United States. The journal 
provides an in-depth analysis of the American culture and society 
besides highlighting various aspects of the U.S.-Pakistan bilateral 
relationship. I congratulate the entire Khabr-o-Nazar team for 
producing such a valuable publication. 
Muhammad Rafique Sajid, (Okara)

I have received the April-May issue of the Khabr-o-Nazar magazine 
and found its contents very interesting and full of important 
information about the friendly relations between Pakistan and the 
United States. I believe that this prestigious journal is not only 
playing an important role in bringing the two nations closer, but 
also is eradicating the negative impression about Americans in 
Pakistani society. Khabr-o-Nazar can go a long way to dilute the 
rigid misperceptions on both sides. The side-by-side publication of 
its contents in both English and Urdu languages is particularly very 
helpful for the highly-educated and ordinary readers. I 
congratulate the entire Khabr-o-Nazar team for making laudable 
efforts in producing such an informative magazine.
Sarwat Ali Khan, (Peshawar)

I have just received the April-May 2011 issue of the Khabr-o-Nazar 
magazine. I appreciate the efforts made by the entire 
Khabr-o-Nazar in producing such an informative and interesting 
journal. All of the topics in this edition were very interesting, 
especially “Women History Month Contest”.  I appreciate that and 
think that everyone can do a lot of social work in his surroundings. 
I would like to advise the U.S. Embassy to arrange seminars in 
backward areas of Pakistan with the goal of encouraging youth to 
come forward and utilize their talents for the well-being of their 
fellow countrymen. 
Abid Dik.

1. What is American Citizen Services?
 American Citizen Services (ACS) is a unit of the Embassy and 
consulates in Lahore and Karachi devoted to assisting and 
providing information to Americans abroad. We visit Americans 
in jail, assist families and friends following the death of a U.S. 
citizen loved one, offer help to U.S. children and families involved 
in abduction, custody, support and other cases, check on the 
welfare of U.S. citizens, provide routine notary services, can help 
U.S. citizens register to vote in U.S. elections, and provide U.S. 
citizens with information on safety and security in Pakistan.
 
2. I am a U.S. citizen. My child was born in Pakistan. How do I 
register my child?
 First, congratulations on the birth of your child!  Whenever an 
American citizen child is born outside the U.S., a legal document 
called the Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) is issued to the 
child if the child can be confirmed as a U.S. citizen. The CRBA 
serves as original evidence of U.S. citizenship and functions the 
same way as a birth certificate does in the U.S.  You can go the 
U.S. Embassy’s Web site and make an appointment: 
http://islamabad.usembassy.gov.
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Ambassador Munter and his wife Dr. Marilyn Wyatt with facebook logo contest winner Shahzeen Khan on July 4, 2011 

“Like” and “Suggest to Friends” Embassy’s Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/pakistanusembassy


