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Editor’s Corner\

Dear Readers:

Since the tragic and devastating floods began July 29, the United
States has responded immediately and generously to Pakistan’s
call for assistance. To date, the United States has pledged
$200 million to flood relief efforts, but in-kind contributions
— food, water purification plants, bridges, human assets, and
aircraft operations in-country — have brought the total of U.S.
assistance even higher than that. Officials estimate more than
20 million people have been affected by the worst flood disaster
in Pakistan’s history. In the days ahead, the U.S. will continue to
work closely with the Government of Pakistan to ensure relief
aid and supplies reach those people who need it the most.

During remarks at the United Nations General Assembly’s
on August 19th, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton also
announced the establishment of the Pakistan Relief Fund,
which will serve as a mechanism for the public to contribute
money to the ongoing efforts in Pakistan.

As we move forward, the U.S. is committed to work side by
side with the people of Pakistan to help repair farms and
irrigations systems, reopen shops and businesses, and rebuild
infrastructure. The United States will be here supporting you
as a partner long after the flood waters recede.

Amidst these unprecedented floods, Pakistan celebrated its
63rd anniversary of independence. U.S. President Barack
Obama, in his congratulatory message to Pakistan, pledged
to “remain committed to helping Pakistan” and will work side
by side with Pakistan “toward a recovery that brings back the
dynamic vitality of your nation.”

Finally, I would like to wish all our readers a very happy Eid.
During this time, remember those who have been killed or
displaced as a result of the recent monsoon flooding. The U.S.
will continue to support the people of Pakistan through this
difficult time.

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//islamabad.usembassy.gov
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KhabrChat

Khabr-o-Nazar is a very interesting source of providing
useful information and updating the reader about
US. Embassy activities covering wumerous aspects
contributing towards development and growth of
Pakistan economy. Not only the U.S. Embassy in
Islamabad,, butalsothell.S.administrationistullyaware
of the prevailing situation in Pakistan and is actively
providing all possible assistance to flood victims in
ordertomitigate theirsufferingsand miseries. lreally
appreciate the gewerous US. support for the people
displaced due to this devastating calamity.

Waseem. Alimed,
Lahore

| saw some issues of the kihabr-o-Nazar and, skimmed.
through them in the Central Library of the University
of Sindh, Jamshoro. Your magazine is produced. in
a professional manner for which the entire khabr-
o-Nazar team deserves the credit. The most striking
featureof thisjourhal isthe succinet informationabout
theUSA’sS0states. Sadly,despitethecloserelationship
between the two countries, there is a trust deficit on
both sides. However, the WS is effectively assisting
the people of Pakistan during the devastating flood of
unprecedented magnitude.

Engr. Sarfraz Alumed Lakho,
Jamshoro.

Khabr-o-Nazar is a complete magazine which | have
been receiving regularly ever since this journal was
Launched. Not only its design and color scheme has
improved withthe passage of time, but alsothe steady
tnelusion of informative articles in its subsequent
issues attract more and readers. The provision of U.S.
assistance through USAID in different sectors of Life
is much appreciative. It helps wot only in improving
theliving standard of the Pakistan masses, but isalso
strengthening the friendly relationship between the
peoplesof boththe countries. Thebilingual publication
of the Khabr-o-Nazar contents s very useful for both
the highly educated. as well as the common readers. |
am very thankful to you for sending me this magazine
regularly.

M. Aslhraf Malik,
Stalkot
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KhabrChat

thad the opportunity toread Khabr-o-Nazar magazine
at thehome of myrelative. | found it very informative
because it contained in-depth khowledge about the
bilateral relations between the United States and
Pakistan. The side-by-side publication of its contents
U Urdu and English Languages is very helpful for both
the highly educated as well as the ordinary readers of
thismagazine. italsohighlightstheimmensetinancial
aid the United States id providing for development
praojects in Pakistan.

Sana Masood,
Lakhore

Apart from other interesting articles, kirabr-o-Nazar
provides very important information about the visa
system.. Theentire Pakistani wation is thankful tothe
United Statesforitsimmediateanddenerousassistance
toprovidethemuch-needed relief totheflood-attected
people. By its timely response, the U.S. has proved
that it stands with the people and the Government of
Pakistan in this difficult time.

Mawnzoor Alvmed. Baloch,
Mirpur Khas

| am very grateful to recieve Khabr-o-Nazar. This
magazine provides very valuable information about
the financial assistance the United States gives to
improve the efficiency of various sectors of Pakistan’s
economy. FrienwdlyrelationsbetweentheUnited States
oand. Pakistown are inthe better interest of nwot only this
region but also the ewntire world.

Abdul Waheed Badini Baloch,
Noshki

| appreciate the entire Khabr-o-Nazar team for
publishing such an informative magazine. iw fact, it
isagreat effort which the U.S. Embassy is undertaking
to bring the two wations cl oser by harrowing the gap,
caused by some mutual misunderstandings in the
past. This journal (s playing an important role in
creating the positive image of the United States
in the minds of the Pakistani people. The article,
on the massive US. assistance for boosting the
education sector in Pakistan and the rehabilitation
of schools in Peshawar, in the June issue was highly
commendable.

Syed ALL (jlal Hussain Shal,
Manselra
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| am an avid reader of Khabr-o-Nazar. Over the
months, it has improved the quality of its contents
and its layout. | must congratulate your team for
this achievement. | am confident that the friendly
relations betweewn the United States and Pakistawn
will continue to strengthen with the passage of
time.

Brig. (R) Muhammad, Aslam Khan,
islamabad

Khabr-o-Nazar is a very informative and interesting
magazine because it provides important information
about the United States and its people. It also helps
reduce the gap between the peoples of Pakistan and
the US. This magazine is undoubtedly a source of
valuable information owing to its diverse contents.
Due to its informative contents and state-of-the-art
publishing standard, it is attracting more and more
readers with the passage of time. | must congratulate
the entire Khabr-o-Nazar team for bringing out such a
beautituland informativemagazine. Thearticle”Visit
the 50 States” is particularly very interesting because
it providesvery important material to thereaderswho
plawn to visit the United States.

Engineer Sarfraz Malik,
Jhelum

The july/August 2010 issue of the magazine was very
impressive owing to its informative and interesting
contents. We congratulate the American citizens on
thelr224th independence Day. intheuly/August issue
of Khabr-o-Nazar, the writeup on the US assistance
for cultural preservation projects in Pakistan is very
appreciable.

G.A. Nagl Syed,
Multan

Khabr-o-Nazar is an important source of information
for Pakistani masses. | suggest that the issue of flood
affected areas of Pakistan should be taken up in
the Septewmber issue of the magazine. As the US. is
among the countries which are providing most of the
toreign support in flooded areas, this act will play
a pivotal role in further strengthening its bilateral
relationship with Pakistaw. Besides, it will help in
creating awareness among the American public that
this disaster is more devastating thaw the Katrina
and, therefore, Pakistan wneeds more interhational

support.
Hajt Ashart (jaz Gill,
Lalhore
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.S. Response
to Pakistan’s

The United States has responded immediately and generously to Pakistan’s
call for assistance following the tragic and devastating floods that began

July 29

Pakistan, through the Pakistan National Disaster Management Authority,

This includes $150 million to support immediate relief efforts in

the UN' emergency response plan, and many other local and intemational
organizations. An additional $50 million hasbeen allocated for initial recovery
efforts to assist with reestablishment of communities impacted by the floods.
ited States is now providing $200 million as well as significant in
kind and technical assistance specifically to address the impact of these floods,

Much of this funding will go through UN agencies, but we are supporting
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the National Disaster Management
Agency directly to hire personnel and
buy supplies.

We are expanding pre-existing
programs in flood-affected areas,
providing temporary bridges, and
mobilizing significant U.S. military
and civilian resources to rescue victims
of the disaster and deliver needed
supplies. U.S. military and civilian
aircraft continue to support flood
relief operations. To date, U.S. military
helicopters and C-130 aircraft have
transported over 1,900,00 pounds of
relief supplies, delivered more than
430,000 halal meals, and airlifted
more than 8,200 people out of danger
in partnership with the Pakistan
military.

American businesses and private
citizens also are making generous

contributions to assist the people of
Pakistan.

Latest Developments:

USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah visited Pakistan August 24-
26 to consult with the government and relief organizations on ways
to expand and improve flood relief efforts. He announced on August
25 that the U.S. is providing $50 million to support early recovery
programs, such as rehabilitation of community infrastructure and
livelihood recovery activities. This $50 million will be provided
from funds as authorized under the Enhanced Partnership with
Pakistan Act of 2009, known as the Kerry-Lugar-Berman Act. ‘The
additional funding will support early recovery programs, such as
rehabilitation of community infrastructure and livelihood recovery
activities.

People in Pakistan are invited to share information and updates
by SMS texting the word FLOODS to 7111. People using the
country’s active Humari Awaz (“Our Voice”) cell phone network are
able to update each other about the latest flood news, valuable NGO
grant and business opportunities and to make new announcements
of support by SMS texting the word FLOODS to 7111. ‘The
Humari Awaz social network was launched by U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton at Government College Lahore during her
visit to Pakistan in October 2009. Since the launch, the network’s
subscribers collectively have sent over 350 million messages. To

learn how to use Humari Awaz mobile users need only SMS the
words “HELP” or “MADAD” to 7111.

Private Sector Response:

To date, the private sector has donated $8.39 million in
contributions to flood relief efforts. American Business Council
members in the U.S. and Pakistan that have contributed include:
Abbott Labs, Agility Logistics, AT&T, Becton Dickinson, Chevron
Pakistan, Cisco Foundation, Coca-Cola Export Corporation &
Coca-Cola Beverages Pakistan Ltd., DuPont, EMC, Feros Sons
Laboratories, Hadayat Sons, Johnson & Johnson, MDS Foods,
Proctor and Gamble, Pfizer Pakistan, Silver Star Enterprises, 3M,
Visa and Wackenhut Pakistan (Pvt.) In addition, the Lahore-based
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American Business Forum has collected donations from: Coca-
Cola, Environment Consultancies & Options, Levi Strauss Pakistan,
Kabani & Company, General Electric, Monsanto AgriTech, Al-
Bario Engineering, and Netsol Technologies.

Working with mGive, Americans are also contributing to Pakistan
flood relief by texting the word “SWAT” to 50555. The text results in a
donation of $10 to the UNHCR Pakistan Flood Relief Effort. Every

$10 helps provide tents and emergency aid to displaced families.

The Government of Pakistan and the Pakistan cellular phone
industry are inviting Pakistanis to contribute to the Prime Minister’s
Fund for Flood Relief beginning August 5 by texting the amount
of their donation to “1234.” A number of NGOs and companies
have announced the establishment of trust funds or donations to the
Prime Minister’s Fund.

As Secretary Clinton announced August 18, the U.S. government,
through the Department of State, has established the Pakistan Relief
Fundforalltojoinin the tremendous relief,recovery and reconstruction
effort. Individuals, corporations, and other organizations can send
much needed help to the people of Pakistan by contributing to this
fund at www.state.gov. In the U.S,, individuals can send $10 through
mobile phones by texting “FLOOD” to 27722.

Public Donation Information:

‘The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making
cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that are conducting
relief operations. Cash donations allow aid professionals to procure
the exact items needed (often in the affected region); reduce the
burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time,
warchouse space, etc); can be transferred very quickly and without
transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken
region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate
assistance.

A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash
donations for flood response efforts in Pakistan can be found at
www.interaction.org. Information about organizations responding
to the humanitarian situation in Pakistan may be available at www.

reliefweb.int.

More information can be found at:
www.state.gov/pakistanflooding
USAID: www.usaid.gov/pakistanflooding

The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or

(703) 276-1914.

“The in-kind figure is not included in the calculation of the current
USG total. It is an estimate of costs to date. The amount will be
adjusted as additional information becomes available.
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U.S.
Secretary
of State
Clinton's
RemarRs on
Flooding in
Pakistan
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(AP Photo)

UN Headquarters

New York City

August 19,2010

Good afternoon, Secretary General Ban, President Treki. I listened
with great interest and concern as Foreign Minister Qureshi
detailed with somber eloquence and painful specificity what the
people and Government of Pakistan are facing today.
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We are here at the request of the Government of Pakistan

e LUt IS el hersiiy e NG St s

to help them respond to the worst natural disaster in /JZG/@(JT’Zﬂ(’fa»-05"5’/7'&’!7-wﬂflféiuﬁufupzﬁd/lﬁ

their history. As Foreign Minister Qureshi pointed out,
the flooding which has affected more than 20 million
Pakistanis, more than the population of New York State is
so enormous that it is almost hard to fathom and the rain
continues to fall. So the extent of the devastation is difficult
to gauge. This flooding has already affected more people
than the Indian Ocean tsunami, the Haiti earthquake, and
the 2005 Pakistan earthquake combined. And as we meet,
we fear that a new wave of water may be about to sweep
through areas that have already been devastated and reach
to those yet untouched.

Our thoughts and prayers are with those who lost loved ones,
who have been displaced from their homes, left without
food and water. The United States has and continues to take
swift action to help. And on behalf of President Obama
and the American people, I want to state our resolve to
help Pakistan meet the immediacy of this crisis and then to
recover from it. I want the people of Pakistan to know that
the Unired States will stand with you during this crisis. We
will be with you as rivers rise and fall. We will be with you
as you replant your fields and repair your roads. We will be
with you as you meet the long-term challenges to build a
stronger nation and a better future.

Under the direction of the Government of Pakistan and
the National Disaster Management Authority, the United
States has been working since the earliest days of the
flooding to provide assistance to those it can reach and
who need it most. Our civilian helicopters began assisting
in relief efforts almost immediately. American military
helicopters were redirected to rescue Pakistanis within
hours of the Pakistani Government’s request for help. Less
than a day later, American military aircraft began delivering
400,000 halal meals from storehouses in Dubai. These
efforts continue. And to date, U.S. aircraft have carried
more than 6,000 Pakistanis to safety and distributed more
than a million pounds of relief supplies.

We've also provided enough heavy-duty waterproofsheeting
to construct temporary shelters for more than 100,000
people. And we have supplied the Pakistani Government
with rescue boats, concrete cutting saws, water filtration
units, and a dozen prefabricated bridges.

The initial response by the Pakistani Government and
people, the United States, and the international community
has helped to alleviate suffering and save lives. But the
combined efforts so far pale against the magnitude of the
challenge.

It is difficult to overstate the scope of this catastrophe and
unfortunately we believe it is likely to get worse before it
gets better. More than 800,000 homes have already been
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damaged or destroyed. Two million people have been
forced to flee. Hundreds of bridges have been washed away,
cutting off communities from relief supplies. As the foreign
minister said, so much of this year’s agricultural production
has been wiped out, and farmers’ submerged fields cannot
be re-planted this season. And many communities face
shortages of clean drinking water and are vulnerable to
cholera and other epidemics.

Experts predict that the flooding will not recede until
mid-September. And if the monsoon rains continue, the
devastation will spread to new areas, driving yet more
people from their homes.

Sowe know we face a humanitarian disaster of monumental
proportions, and it is creating economic and security
problems. And here at the United Nations, we often
speak of a desire to forge a more humane fellowship with
humankind. And today, we must match that aspiration
with action.

Now, I realize that many countries, including my own, are
facing tough economic conditions and very tight budgets.
And we've also endured an unrelenting stream of disasters
this year — from the earthquake in Haiti to the wildfires
in Russia. But we must answer the Pakistani request for

help.

On August 11th, the United Nations issued a $459
million emergency flood response plan and asked for the
international community to respond. At the outset of this
conference today, existing pledges of assistance put us
halfway toward this goal. That is a solid start, but we must
close the gap.
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With a new pledge that I am making today of $60 million,
the United States will be contributing more than 150 million
toward emergency flood relief. Approximately 92 million of
that total is in direct support of the UN relief plan. These
funds are being used to provide critical supplies and support
operations of the Pakistan National Disaster Management
Authority and other organizations inside Pakistan. 'The
United States is providing technical assistance and mobilizing
military and civilian resources as well.

Today, I want to call on the American public and American
corporations to support these relief efforts. Every dollar
makes a difference, and Americans can send help to Pakistan
by contributing to the Department of State’s Pakistan Relief
Fund. Please go to www.state.gov/pakistanrelief or make a
$10 contribution through your mobile phone by texting the
word “FLOOD” to the number 27722.

Beyond our immediate response, the United States is
committed to the long-term goal of working with Pakistan
to improve conditions in the country. We demonstrated that
commitment with the multi-year, $7.5 billion non-military
assistance package authorized by the Congress and agreed to
by the President. We will now take some of those funds that
were directed to initiatives that I announced just last month
in Islamabad to support Pakistan in its reconstruction efforts.

In all of our work, we are seeking to strengthen Pakistan’s
democratic institutions. Our approach to relief and rebuilding
will be based on the same foundation of partnership that we
believe is important between our country and Pakistan. It
will be up to Pakistan’s elected leaders to head up this effort.
And those elected officials, in turn, will be accountable to the
citizens of Pakistan.

In my visits to Pakistan since becoming Secretary of State,
I have spoken often about our desire to build an enduring
partnership. And today, we are once again, reaffirming that
commitment. I believe Pakistan will come through this crisis
because of the strength, resilience, and courage of the people.
As we meet today during the holy month of Ramadan, we
must all embrace a spirit of compassion and make it our
mission to provide that relief.

A few days ago, an American helicopter rescued a pregnant
woman who was about to give birth. They were able to carry
her to safety. Her home was under water. She was facing
complications that could have claimed her life and the life
of her child. Like all Pakistanis affected by the floods, this
mother and baby still face many difficulties in the months and
years ahead, but they will have an opportunity to rebuild their
community and to contribute to a strong, secure, prosperous

Pakistan. I believe in that baby’s future.

Civilization has thrived on the banks of the Indus River
for more than 5,000 years. It will continue. And if we come
together now, we can meet this challenge and ensure that
future generations in Pakistan will have the opportunity to
realize their own God-given potential.

Thank you.

PaRistan will come through
this crisis because of the
strength, resilience, and

courage of the people
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The Marines and Sailors of the
15th Marine Expeditionary
Unit (MEU) and Navy
pilots from Helicopter Mine
Countermeasures Squadron 15
(HM-15) Detachment 2 received
a brief visit on August 19 from
Senator John Kerry during
humanitarian relief efforts in the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Province,
Pakistan.

“America is extremely proud
of the hard work you are doing %
to relieve the suffering here in }
Pakistan,” said Senator Kerry.

The Senator spent an hour and a
half at the Ghazi Aviation Base
where he met with Sailors and
Marines from the 15th MEU,
and members of the Pakistan |
Army.

“We had an excellent visit from
Senator Kerry, the American
Ambassador to Pakistan, and
the Pakistani Ambassador,” said
Brig Gen Nagata, commanding
officer of the Office of Defense Representatwe (Forward),
Pakistan. “The visit included a short address to the American
and Pakistani serviemembers and we were very happy to receive

him,” said Nagata.

The Senator spoke to both U.S. and Pakistani servicemembers,
received a brief from Pakistan Army leadership and announced
that the U.S. will be sending additional funding to assist with
the relief effort.

The 15th MEU s currently deployed with the Peleliu Amphibious
Ready Group performing training and real world missions as
part of their routine deployment across the Western Pacific.
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Ambassador Anne W. Patterson’s

-u;.

Statement on U.S. Flood Relief Efforts
17 August 2010

Pakistan is facing a disaster of enormous proportions but we do not btéuﬁ;wc}dﬂf‘_ﬁg&,jgé gﬁra,/lo»cdl?d‘/.:/;(..ﬂul?/t
yet know the full scope of its impact. The unusually heavy monsoon "~ ¥ T ’ i :

rains created a wall of water running downstream successively 7! L}LQ'&FJé/L}U(U:Ufﬁ/JLU;/E&;d’}”ﬁ;JUYU’CCﬁ

flooding communities along the river. There are at least three waves

that have been created and it has not stopped raining. Monsoons g ):_/u.‘.’é C}JLgt'U;‘”.: Db d‘l?‘gb/; VUi de

here usually continue until mid-September. e quldiwruyunyzufﬁ},Uf Ku;/l:(_f”’/bﬂujén

We have all heard the statistics. The UN says by a conservative ok
estimate some 14 million people have been affected by the flood Chde

and that at least half, 7 million, require humanitarian assistance. 4%/~ Qf{,frlfu_%: ,_f_ P! L el sk Lf‘bw/(‘

The Secretary General has launched an international appeal for o L el - -
[ OO 7 e — Xl
$459 million doflars. &)lﬂ// #/Lu‘u’/) u:;r/bfﬂu‘L14r'_ ; e Ger sk

Secretary of State Clinton is planning to attend a special session J/UU&“SQ’—@’V JL‘LJ/'Z dj/g-f—— ¢/’/L;’*f0é7ﬁuﬂ
of tbe UN _G'eneral Assembly on Thursday and. to speak about U:Jw’fﬁéd/'tj/ Ju;‘rl}'l(a’/‘?d‘;b;/un/b-‘a—Jﬁﬂf)w

Pakistan’s crisis there. The United States is asking governments




around the world to attend the special session at the highest level
possible on short notice in a show of support for Pakistan.

"The United States has responded immediately and generously to
Pakistan’s call for assistance following the tragic and devastating
floods that began July 29. To date, the U.S. has pledged to
provide approximately $76 million in assistance to flood-affected
populations in Pakistan. Over $30 million of that assistance has
already been contracted to NGO partners here in Pakistan who
are implementing relief for people here. This is far more than
any other country has contributed, but that only tells part of the
story.

‘The United States has unique capabilities that no other nation
in the world can match. Immediately following the government
of Pakistan’s request we had U.S. government helicopters in
country to begin supporting relief efforts. The U.S. Department
of Defense has brought a growing number of air assets from
Afghanistan and from a ship in the Arabian Sea to support the

Pakistan government.

"The American people can be proud of our fine service personnel
who are doing an outstanding job, ferrying about 515,000 tons
of equipment and food and rescuing more than 4600 stranded
people.

We estimate that these in-kind contributions -- food, water
purification plants, bridges, and aircraft operations in-country
— have brought the total of U.S. assistance, cash and in-kind, to
over $87 million, and this amount is growing every day.

The American private sector is also beginning to step up and we
have seen a number of donations start to come in from major
American corporations. You can see the details on your fact
sheets.

‘The Pakistani-American community has begun to hold
fundraisers and appeals on behalf of flood relief. American
citizens have been texting the word “Swat” on their cell phones
to 50555 to make a $10 contribution.
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Ladies and gentlemen of the press, Pakistan is facing a historic crisis.
The United States is channeling all elements of our substantial
national abilities — money, unique in-kind contributions, and our
private sector — to help the people of Pakistan. Everything we
are doing is in full partnership with the Government of Pakistan
and in support of the government’s efforts to bring about a quick
recovery for the people of Pakistan.

We are well aware that many people remain in crisis. There is not
yet enough food or shelter for the many people affected by this
disaster. The human suffering caused by this flood has been great,
and while we are talking today about the big picture of disaster
relief and assistance, we want you to know that we are concerned
about protecting every Pakistani. Our purpose in inviting you here
today is to try to give you a picture of what is taking place and
where we are going.

Our mission team and our senior leadership in Washington has
been working non-stop over the past few weeks to help Pakistan.

I want to reiterate that the U.S. government is doing everything
it can to support Pakistan’s rescue and relief operations. Our
activities are in complete lock-step with the NDMA and the
Pakistan military. We are painfully aware that many people are
continuing to experience hardships in Pakistan. We have made
this humanitarian mission our absolute top priority to save lives

and help stabilize Pakistan.

The United States was here supporting Pakistan as a partner
before the flood, and we will continue to support Pakistan into the
future.
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Journey into America

Highlights Muslim-American Diversity <aaS™ S~ aea 5]
Akbar Ahmed looks at Muslims »5 &3 c:f'..:“ alie
in America in new book & 55 S L

Akbar Ahmed has spent a lifetime
explaining the Muslim world to
the West, and vice versa. In his
latest book — his latest journey
— he finds the two together in the
United States and watches how
they interact.

Journey into  America: ‘The
Challenge of Islam is the story of
Ahmed and five of his students
as they traverse the country, as
well as the stories they uncover
in conversations with Muslim
Americans at more than 100
mosques in 70 cities and towns.
What they create is a varied portrait
of America’s several-million-strong
Muslim community.

Ahmed, a former Pakistani
diplomat and the Ibn Khaldun
chair of Islamic studies at American
University in  Washington, has
traveled previously to learn more
about Islam’s place in the world:
For Journey into Islam: The Crisis of Globalization, he and
a team of students travelled throughout the Muslim world.
'This time, the students become his native guides and helped
their professor navigate the Muslim community that exists

in America.

“They are Americans, so they knew America much better
than I did in terms of culture and where to go and where not
to go, and therefore they were able to act as my guides, but

above all as sparring partners, intellectual sparring partners,”

Ahmed said.

“A one-year project in the field would mean a lot of sacrifice
on behalf of all of us,” Ahmed said. “Everyone has their lives,
their families. All of that would be put on hold.”

The book covers centuries as well as kilometers, discussing
America’s history with Islam from the Founding Fathers to
the present day. It tells the little-known story of Alexander
Russell Webb, a journalist who traveled to the Philippines as
the U.S. consul, converted to Islam, founded a mosque on New
York City’s Broadway, opened the country’s first Islamic press
and became the honorary Ottoman consul in New York.
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A visit to the University of Virginia spotlights the visionary
approach to religious plurality of Thomas Jefterson, America’s
third president. A trip to Utah, the home of the Mormon
Church, shows how Muslims and other American religious
minorities forge relationships of respect and understanding.

Frankie Martin, a member of Ahmed’s team, was struck by
the diversity of Islam in America.

“The whole Muslim world really is in America,” Martin said,
adding that people will be surprised to know that St. Louis,
Missouri, is home to 60,000 Bosnian Muslims. “The diversity
was really inspiring to me.”

The book explores the diversity of thought as well as of
background among Muslims in the United States. Ahmed
offers three paradigms for those strains of Muslim Americans,
what he calls literalists, mystics and modernists.

To bring these categories to life, Muslim Americans who
fit the paradigms share their views. Imam Mohamed Al-
Darsani of Florida, for example, though he “looks and sounds
modernist,”is a literalist Muslim because he maintains a strict
view of the Quran and the tradition of the Prophet. Sheikha
Fariha Fatima al-Jerrahi, a convert in New York, embraces
the mystical aspects of Islam and incorporates elements of
Christianity into it. And modernist Najah Bazzy, of Michigan,
feels that the spirit of the Declaration of Independence, one
of Americas founding documents, is Islamic because of its
emphasis on equality, justice and tolerance.

Hailey Woldt, a member of Ahmed’s team, felt a connection
to Bazzy because of a shared heritage.

“My family came over around the same time [as Bazzy’s]
through Ellis Island,” Woldt said. “I really identified with
her story about her grandfather coming over, working in
the factories, going up through American society, and she
is completely American and her daughter is completely
American. I really realized that Islam is part of American
society.”

Ahmed said his three categories of Muslim Americans do
not apply when it comes to the African-American Muslim
community. Muslim African slaves brought to America
lost their identity, Ahmed said, and this created challenges
for those who wanted to return to the religion of their
ancestors.

“From that they then have to create their Islam, their
understanding of Islam. Therefore, these three different
models dont easily [describe] the African-American
community.”

With their unique religious experience, Ahmed said, African-
American Muslims practice a distinctly American form of
Islam. Immigrant Muslim communities, Ahmed said, may
practice aspects of their faith they believe are based on
religion but, in fact, are based on culture. On the other hand,
he said, African Muslims tend to rely on an understanding of
religious texts when it comes to their faith.

American converts to Islam fascinate Ahmed, and throughout
his American journey, he asked them about their new faith.
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Helping a Friend in Need

By Susan Harville

Days after Consul General William Martin assumed charge of
the U.S. Consulate General Karachi, flood waters began their
surge through Pakistan, starting first in the Northwest. By the
time the flood waters reached Sindh and Balochistan Provinces,
one-fifth of Pakistan was under water leaving millions homeless.
'The flood is portrayed as Pakistan’s worst-ever natural calamity.
People living in the path of the flood waters were advised to
leave. Many stayed. Many have died. Roads have been washed
away. Dams and levees are breaking under the strain. Food is
scarce and clean drinking water is in very short supply, if at all
available. The heat index is well above 100 degrees with high
humidity. And it’s Ramadan.

‘The Consul General flew out by helicopter to the U.S. Navy
ship, USS Peleliu, to greet the sailors who were delivering 19
helicopters to Pakistan in the early stages of the ever growing
assistance package provided by the United States. Helicopters
are necessary to provide aid to those cut off by the flood waters.
In a press conference aboard ship, he pledged that the United
States would stand by the people of Pakistan, described the aid
already flowing into the country, and promised more help was
coming.

CG Martin decided to personally assess the magnitude of the
flooding disaster in Balochistan. He, along with the Minister
of Finance, Asir Kurd Galu, and Minister of Revenue, Zmarak
Khan Achakzai did an aerial surveillance via helicopter of the
vast flood-affected areas in the mountainous terrain. This effort
was instrumental in getting aid to victims in inaccessible areas
who otherwise would have gone unnoticed.

‘The crisis continued to grow. Waters were now flowing down
into Sindh with a voracity unimagined. Victims lost their
homes, their crops, their cattle. Temporary shelter continues

to be a need. When the CG learned that 530 rolls of heavy-
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duty waterproof and fire resistant plastic sheeting had arrived
from USAID, he went to the Karachi airport cargo terminal
to oversee its delivery. He said in a press conference that the
sheeting material would provide dry shelter for 46,800 people
in Sindh Province whose homes had been swept away by the
raging floods.

To cope with the growing number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs), IDP camps have been cropping up all over
Sindh Province. No one knows the exact number of victims,
but it is estimated in the millions. many camps have been set up
in Karachi to provide shelter, food, medicine, and clean drinking
water. Consul General Martin visited the Keamari Camp in
Karachi where he saw firsthand the conditions of the people
displaced by the unprecedented flooding. He assured the
victims that Americans are moved by the plight of the Pakistani
people and the United States government is responding.

Relief workers are witnessing a second wave of disaster. It is due
to the unsanitary conditions people are forced to live in and most
importantly, the lack of clean drinking water. Water purification
units are being flown in to camps to provide safe drinking water.
USAID Disaster Assistance Response Team (USAID/DART)
members and a water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) expert
are in Pakistan to provide expertise and assistance. Consul
General Martin is closely coordinating efforts in the Sindh and
Balochistan Provinces.

America’s response has been generous due to our deep
commitment to Pakistan, despite America’s unpopular image.
Perhaps when the flood waters recede and the rebuilding begins
the people of Pakistan can look to America as their partner
and friend. Ambassador Richard Holbrooke remarked that
the United States has been the “first with the most” with its
response to the people of Pakistan. We will also still be here
when everyone else has gone home.
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Four Muslim-American women - an educator, a politician, a
publisherand a social worker - are leading initiatives that touch
the lives of thousands of Americans. On July 3, these women
shared their stories with hundreds of others at the “Standing
Strong: Women Creating Legacy Communities” session of
the Islamic Society of North America’s annual convention
in Chicago. Moderated by human rights activist Aisha Al-
Adawiya, the session highlighted Muslim-American women
who combine faith with talent to improve their society. One
way to start building a community is by running for political |
office, which is what Rashida Tlaib did in 2008 - and won. |

The child of Palestinian immigrants became the first
Muslim woman elected to the Michigan state House of
Representatives. But getting there was not easy. Without
name recognition, Tlaib campaigned door to door in her
district, walking so much that she went through several pairs
of shoes. As part of her campaign strategy, Tlaib delivered

cards to residents promising them a visit.

“When 1 showed up, people were like, “You actually came.
You came to my house,” Tlaib said, adding that most
people thought she would send volunteers in her place. “It
just motivated me more because of the smiles on their faces =

with the assurance that possibly there would be change and &Lﬁutuufjl{o/lbL’L'-dgl{u’-lrw’;tru’i‘bf.}‘-uf.’?(vo(/bbZf(/"‘
possibly there would be someone there [for them] that would Sl G 3 _ i e -

be a good public servant.” PO '}uli/d yz 3-@‘5‘”4):;1;14 u;:,(i]d/u;;..(/Uul/’;C/’Jlnlufdua:fl('l
Tlaib won 44 percent of the vote in the eight-candidate [U!@UU'@':‘I‘?’”UQU"JGV?U: ﬁﬁﬂbf&.{/'m’/tdﬂfb«ruﬂk'uﬁfﬁ
Democratic Party primary. She garnered a whopping 90 bl i UL = .

percent of votes in the general election. Her district is 40 ﬂ(.‘tf'/c’:— L}L%Lgﬂ)'d’:’jl& dgl{d/d;“? JP’-E{N{ ‘Lé&fﬂ’&ﬂ@} &

ercent Latino, 30 percent non-Latino white, 25 percent s A o i), oR e, » s
pAfrican American arfd 2 percent Arab American. J /l;'i/furflbid:b;hy’%.i:hddl;(ﬁ;{ . LMU%‘!’L{/’H/MU:WYC“LJ

“It is wonderful that many of my residents know that I am /__JJ_PIQ.:-@_)_{‘ (CM'J/__;V-U.TQL";[ZJ_Z:CLWJQ;VZ_:?L
Muslim and call me when they want to do something special JJ‘EJVE’J’LJJ 50 A e 220082 oualy 2ol 50;&1’
= J 0 LS AR A G e Lo i1 &

for my son during Easter and give him an Easter basket. ...

It’s really wonderful because they accept me and they know _?}:"Ju&’ﬁuig'ci wf(.ﬁi‘é‘/&iﬁiuﬁw;GKL/LJ%‘;?:%;U&JO%O’{'?L&‘G

that Islam is a very compassionate religion through the work

that I'm doing,” Tlaib said. c,f-gllg(ffg}i.’;".fig//fgﬂ& f:.'/_. ﬁ.ﬁﬂ%fdbfd[@?.ﬂ)gﬁ.j}
Since coming to office, Tlaib has provided free tax- Jf-'-‘f‘sdlr(dg"tﬂ-d’{&J!/"’Jé—-/\l&:i-ié—JJ?L?CGZULZJJ‘-’J’UUHLKJ'

preparation service to low-income families, offered case = )

management to residents on such issues as human services L./Q’zl?!i;.__:.r;)ffg/nﬁjufgﬁfz_F/f:"fﬁJ(u:uyféUJCJL. e il
and utility assistance, and distributed more than 9,000 free J’ i
books to children to increase literacy. Tlaib said she hopes SO TAL T
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other Muslim women follow her example of community
engagement.

“I can't wait to see many of my Muslim sisters out there doing
the same thing that I'm doing ... and being genuine, because
we are females and Allah made us that way, we are always in
our hearts able to do [politics] in a very unique way,” she said.

Robina Niaz, a Pakistani-born immigrant to America, did not
always want to be a leader. But after working for years in New
York City as a social worker, she saw a need to help those
without a voice in her Muslim community.

“I was very reluctant to accept the title of leader,” Niaz said. “I
thought that is not what I do, that is not what I am, I am just
an ordinary worker and I'm serving humanity.”

In 2004, working from her kitchen table, Niaz founded

Turning Point for Women and Families, a New York-based
orgamzann that addresses domestic violence in the Muslim
community. Today, more
than two dozen volunteers
work with her to help
women and children in
need.Domestic abuse cuts
across lines of faith.

“l worked with many
Muslim women and non-
Muslim women, and what
1 saw was this intense
denial about an issue that
was ripping the fabric of
our homes,” Niaz said. “I
believe that if our homes
are not safe, if women
can't live life without
violence, if children can't
stop being abused, then
you can't have societies
that are either nurturing or
compassionate.”

Niaz’s good work is not
going unnoticed. In 2009, Cable News Network named her a
hero in its “Protecting the Powerless” category, and the Royal
Islamic Strategic Studies Center at Georgetown University in

Wiashington featured her as one of its 500 most influential
Muslims.

For Niaz, standing up for what is right is an integral part of
being Muslim.

“As Muslims, we are reminded that if we see injustice going on
anywhere, even if you have to bear witness against your kin or
yourself, you do it,” she said.

During the 1990s, Tayyibah Taylor noticed that Muslim-
American women lacked a voice in the media that defined
them. Rather than complain, she decided to do something.
Rather than work in mainstream media, Taylor decided to
create an alternative that focuses on Muslim women.

The result was Azizah magazine.

“Azizah magazine is dedicated to be the voice of Muslim
women,” Taylor said. “It is dedicated to sharing our stories
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and allowing Muslims to have the conversation about our
issues instead of other people talking about us and setting
our agenda.”

The news media are a powerful tool in the hands of Muslim
women.

“Media is a way to shape opinions. And if people have a
negative opinion about us ... it is not for them to change, it
is for us to create the change,” Taylor said.

Taylor has developed a formula for Muslims that she
said will build strong communities. Called the Seven T,
it is based on takwa (piety), thankfulness and talent, for

starters.

“I believe that Allah, to whom is ascribed all majesty and
perfection, has placed in each and every one of us more
talent than we can use in seven lifetimes,” she said. “It is
incumbent on us to recognize what talents you have within
you and use that not only for the sake of your family and
your community, but also for the larger umma, and God
willing, for nature and for the world.”

Tenacity, thoughtfulness, tenderness and tawakkul (placing
trust in God) are the other T's.

Taylor stressed the importance of tenacity for Muslim
women to achieve their goals.

“I believe that we can either choose to be spectators to our
own destinies or shape and control that destiny. It is a very
powerful idea,” Taylor said. “You have to have perseverance
and tenacity to really create the community that we want.”
Debbie Almontaser’s legacy as an educator is a study in
perseverance.

Seeing a need for her community to learn about Arab
culture and history, Almontaser founded the Khalil
Gibran International Academy in Brooklyn, New York.
The academy is the first English-Arabic public school in
America that offers courses that focus on Arabic language
and culture.

A former principal of the academy, Almontaser is working
toward a doctoral degree in urban school leadership
education. But she doesn’t want to stop there.

‘l am committed to making the Arabic language an

additional foreign language option in the New York City
public schools,” Almontaser said.

With nearly two decades of experience in education
development, the daughter of Yemeni immigrants does
more than teach. Almontaser spearheaded the adoption of
Arab Heritage Week in New York and is active in interfaith
work. For Muslim women to make a difference, she said,
they need to engage their communities.

“Stay focused and continue to think about expanding your
role in this society. This is our country, and it is our role and
responsibility to take on such matters to pursue happiness
and pursue anything that we set our minds to,” Almontaser
said. “This is what this great country is about. It is about
learning and understanding the great diversity that exists
within the country and that we cultivate and galvanize
collaboration and coordination to serve the betterment of
humanity.”
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Program Provides S, i | Gui G
‘Vital Skills' S30) s ah 02100 04

to Youth P18 050 58300 s

U.S. helps provide a new future and hope for
the disabled

Visually impaired since age five, 27-year-old Sajjid felt isolated J;LL&L{@,IJ{JLJ)/‘:%[{J;;‘@K}l{d/,/‘f}jc_,/&)v@&grj_,gvjv27
and depressed, for most of his life. Bright and educated but . . P 7
unfamiliar with the employment market due to his poor Utfdjb("i/%’wf'df‘;'c?’Jd/’/b(ﬁd“a‘w:’.g - /"U.?j”"/'/u:
eyeziogdh.tc,)l};e was at a low ebb because of his inability to secure d’}U'df'%’d'—J/'ﬁfbu:t_/LLrl/C{‘étfv;lf{/l J’ff"’é—u'uu@d{
a good job. '. P . -
One day he heard of the Vital Skills and Knowledge program JJKJ” - .“T-PL“' JU””-’”—:'F%/, o uj/t/’/".’.—/’é PRIV,
sponsorejd by the United St'ates' thrOl.Jgh its Agency for (.f‘/Jud”‘/fuil;fu'uu')'cﬂ«”—ﬁé(’/;{J’MWLJLWﬁ/’&lﬁ‘U:JW
International Development which is helping to bridge the gap - * . )
between qualified youth unable to find work and private sector _‘gdngj“l}fg(uﬂ;l{:{lllg e
employers who have difficulty recruiting professional staff. - P s sz 2
s g FL o N AU L L Usmisey s §5o1 g 2 )
While not specifically designed for the disabled, the program JF/JP )d{l‘? l, ’{Jrﬂ - ij,, U’/’/"’/,j o ez p
accepted Sajjid. He never missed a class. Six months later, ,6;::',ng‘lnu:f/b/{c.mfﬁ,lJd‘b%}c—.&mké_gug
motivated by the prospects of a more promising future and 7 ok . : . <
the opportunity of becoming financially independent, Sajjid %"JJ"’/’U’J/‘{- #U¥ JU’(&WV&J‘AJJO%Q'W&{AUU
was employed as a call center
operator at one of Pakistan’s
leading telecommunications
firms. He is delighted with

his change of circumstance.
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“Now I not only have a
job, but also a place in my
community,” Sajjid said. “I'll
never be shy again, and now
believe that I can pursue my
dreams.”

Vital Skills and Knowledge
aims to  increase  the
professionalism of applicants
who are accepted into the
program. From customer

“_unlyz_):/u
J/l()uf‘g,:w‘;‘l{l/l/;/.‘.‘étﬁrﬂf/lgf‘;b’
ooz 2y SUIR e K fiat i
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izrr‘i’:)?s trljl?rsllitrll;nsin ::;Zzgi};g customer calls and essential - jK/"(u:\.’b:.}JL‘Qd}fs:/;U'J bagi e

communications and sales they are equipped with a new set of u,ﬁﬁ(_y_/yﬂ/;{:_ujﬁ_»,g?,/?JOBSd(;@_{_JLﬁ%}Jw//"Tff%,l

employable skills. - s . ~ L,

'The program is available in four major cities including Karachi, g;/‘-'lc.ﬁ/l/d;erwal}fui'r’ﬁggjL{_L:’/L;'/(/J/" ui’:f)j;l:gl'ru/lunu‘oil/

Lahore, Islamabad and Quetta under the Pakistan JOBS e Ul &L,d, %}J/yld,gég‘jé,éﬂﬁ,l@lyc u,/,,/,l\:{.}b('%)
project. It focuses on skills such as job-hunting, CV writing, job _ ) . 5 WOy .
interviewing, and interpersonal skills. It focuses on key industries (fL’* Sl i UFELk (f'q‘:”/:}//" U/:g’f-f‘}:‘d/v s ez oly”
that offer high potential for employment in communications,
pharmaceuticals, telecommunications and construction.

The Pakistan JOBS project has trained more than 6,800 C'U:Uz‘uf%/‘j‘b%kﬁ”.@)(—&800&?’&‘;&&9’4\]0880%

persons, of whom nearly 1,500 have been successfully placed in b B s A L3
professional positions in the private sector at good salaries. - ...J/ IR ey s 1,500k 2

“We are glad to see that students from remote colleges, such as "‘J”Hfl"ﬁﬁ‘j'[‘f— dﬂdi/ﬂf’:uﬁ”w :é_jfl;}/lﬁ:,‘/ff,@/‘ﬁ d.'/
in rural Sindh, are getting the right exposure to employment Ju;’i.;u’v%«LQ/Jgr‘WlKJ?J:/J}“?J’/JL u}gKLJ'ﬂA}Mm}?’O{d
opportunities,” said Arshad Akif, a training coordinator from T * : b '

Karachi.” With enhanced skills, these young people can enter §Us me Q62U Lnfhe )F‘luquztg(/bf)uu?q_t‘n.;wuf;av
the job market competitively he added.
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Admission to Union: April 30, 1812 #1812 J{’30 el R

Capital: Baton Rouge D et
Population: 4410,796 4410,796 AT

State Flag Y State Seal /J_y&,
State Bird: A Y State Flower: ¥ WL Y
Brown Pelican ugg'uﬂ/, Magnolia W.ﬁ

Louisiana, state is located in the southern United £ 7 ’QC- g - e
’ s LT E L ARl L e
States, on the Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi River. dr/g"/”’ Cb‘f d €1 w

The French were the original European colonizers of d/‘;’ L1 Ln‘;lj% & e el S Cls £l

Louisiana, beginning in the early 18th century. After a Bilé - . g AT o
period of Spanish control it reverted to France. During Lot ’UV-U:J”‘LdHV:"IBg‘w‘;uj’/uwgu”’g

this colonial period other European and African cultures u/L»»féfﬁ/d"{ufdﬁf"@:d’;’ﬁwﬂ-f//-ﬂ-’cn

were introduced into the area. Most of Louisiana was * = i o ¥ =
bought by the United States in 1803 as part of the u;"’lﬁd:/inl(é/{’d/uu.‘.'/ud.t.;gf)’_lfu,gdﬁ'ﬁ.éujl/
Louisiana Purchase; the rest came as a result of the West

Florida Rebellion of 1810. Louisiana entered the Union s 1803&"’{/"‘}/% BLLA-grs n b Ul d{
on April 30, 1812, as the 18th state. Louisiana (New 'Z«;»B.‘/..ﬁ J’1810J> d"L K61 Fef bl s
France) was named after Louis XIV, one of France’s X

greatest and most powerful kings. Baton Rouge is the J(y-‘l812&/?1305WKthJ<‘nJ¢uﬁ,{/ldﬁ,§fZ;AG{

capital of Louisiana. The state’s three principal cities are 2 S i : )
New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Shreveport. K(UJ'/”")L&/’J""'Jl"u:d:‘-’f{”bé"/éj‘/:"l BJ’{/'

For nearly 300 years Louisiana was one of the areas in inﬂ? l,fujﬂ’ téﬁ’l%dh@’@o:/"/ﬁ Uw'f:-y L e '/f ¢
the world most sought after by the three major powers . 3 kool -
of Europe: Spain, France, and Great Britain. The struggle u/&/b,/{f{’/nl@uuf‘/:)/ﬂx_g"_b/';gbb bertals]
for .Louisiar.la was finally won, not by one of.the European -qfi(”"ufé
nations which had plotted and fought for its permanent . . . .
control for so long, but by the infant nation which had UJ’/rgj:;’u;’lb d”/.u.'furb_:ug' 3k Kl:_l,’//)’_de%OO'L;_/”

arisen on the eastern shores of North America. The

United States took possession of Louisiana in December %z J?-Uf(ﬁ,‘? ’/"'ﬂ'-’ W{ VIZdsbobl] Jﬁ: b sl
1803 and began preparing the colony, which had never U IS ﬁ&ufwﬁvd/i—/w‘wfﬂf)fﬁ'-&@#J
known a working democracy, for statehood. O X - e

War broke out between England and the United States G/L”g/’dk/b‘ﬂ‘d’('ﬁi”é’“g“%Ju})wdr/‘f

in 1812, and Great Britain began to plan the conquest of |J /{ }4, . K“'//’def‘l 8035 L .G ur‘-Z/ UL
Louisiana, which failed when the Battle of New Orleans ~ - . me il

was lost. Less than four months later Louisiana celebrated f% = 1 UW.‘O’!//Cﬁ/"U’/.L? JZ,',—’:’/J Kbl
its third anniversary as an American state. To get this vital

region in American hands, President Thomas Jefferson ¢ <d{dnu.7/(bc/,/x"7
negotiated the Louisiana Purchase with Napoleon. With J(tt'//}J.LJw/.A'&%hzé,UL{"/}L.{/’/)’JU?/. %”‘;1 812

the acquisition of Louisiana, Jefferson nearly doubled

the size of the fledgling U.S. and made it a world power. ﬁ*/éufwé J/":J/"x: JELO”/C’/"O’F~!“/JL/8
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Later, 13 states or parts of states were carved out of
the Louisiana Purchase territory.

When the Louisiana Territory was purchased by the
United States, twelve counties were established, but
those large areas proved too hard to govern effectively.
In 1807 the state was divided into 19 parishes, and
the parish became the local government district.

Through much of its early history Louisiana was a
trading and financial center, and the fertility of its
land made it one of the richest regions in America as

T )

first indigo then sugar and cotton rose to prominence g%

in world markets. Many Louisiana planters were
among the wealthiest men in America.

The economy was shattered by the Civil War
although the state continued to be a powerful
agricultural region. The discovery of oil in 1901,
coupled with the rise of forestry sent the state on a
new wave of economic growth. Louisiana became a
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major American producer of oil and natural gas and
a center of petroleum refining and petrochemicals
manufacturing, which it remains to this day.

There is a rich diversity of peoples in Louisiana.
They include the original Indian inhabitants, plus
descendants of a variety of settlers, including the
French, Spanish, English, German, Acadians, West
Indians, Africans, Irish and Italians and now include
almost every nationality on earth. Among the other
nationalities that have settled in Louisiana are the
Yugoslavians who made a success of oyster harvesting
along the Gulf Coast and the Hungarians who
became cultivators of strawberries and other crops

in the Albany area.

African Americans amassed some of Louisiana’s
largest land holdings prior to the Civil War and have
major contributions to Jazz and Louisiana cuisine in
particular. Many of Louisiana’s annual festivals are
celebrations of particular ethnic contributions to the
“cultural gumbo” of this unique state.

Cajun cooking may be a first cousin to the Creole
cuisine of New Orleans, but there is none other
quite like it in the world for the imagination of its
dishes or the artistic robustness of its seasoning.
Cajun music can be lively or melancholy. Like the
spoken language of the Cajuns, the lyrics of their
songs are part French, part English.

Originally farmers, trappers and fishermen, today’s
Cajuns occupy virtually every occupation and are the
backbone of the state’s oil and gas exploration and
production industry, particularly offshore. When
oil was first discovered in the North Sea more than
5,000 Cajuns with experience working on oil rigs in
the open sca were employed to drill the first wells
and to provide training.

The Louisiana plantation culture first came into
being along the state’s rivers and bayous in the 18th
century. Sugar and cotton made great mansions
possible, and home designs came from as many
directions as did the planters themselves.
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OneS“GGESSat a time

Helping the people of Pakistan

O ki (o (ouibt S
),(.Jrlfdt’/'/&

Tradition Mobilizes Communities o
to Improve Schools in Tribal Areas = VJUJ"(' = LJ”U‘J' E"'h'-'-"..’ﬂd//& I

Federally Administered Tribal Areas: Ashar is an age- ‘LJ” =i B u:‘)"k"/:{

old local tradition in Pakistan’s northern areas where . ] T ol Wi .
communities collectively contribute to meet the =l r:‘d’"g‘;u”u‘dk&ul;(-l.!/’:":‘t‘-’"wglf’rw’.’»/jéub’
pressing' needs of an individua..l or family,' especially Lﬁi&fd’ﬁ@&fﬂ&ﬂ/&/’lﬁg}ﬂ& 3 Wa S P
among in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas i ] e Wl TS

(FATA) and frontier regions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ul..:«1Jl’dl/;"ﬁd/':’(f/)ufuiwdy/ﬁif;’/vﬂulu:’w&g_uj

long before the introduction of farming equipment,

construction tools or banks, ashar banded communities LJ'L{‘}/ ({/ uﬂ Gl J/; ’%"’/"L"' L U’U/:
together during harvest season to construct homes or Md‘:JU’:C’@/J/}A'&L@UK“K"-L/&WJU})/&JM&;

offer financjal assistance to the those in need.

Last year, the U.S. Agency for International -2/
Development (USAID) revived this tradition in FATA viJ/%'UJU:Wd.-(/z’@’Z)J}d’;u’dfi—'/.ub'u{/uvg’
to mobilize parents to improve their children’s schools F p, ¢
and their learning environment. USAID’s Links to -“a_f.;!(:%ﬂu)}a 'Luf’%‘oifé—lgk(aJtl’/.__oLJ ':’/d_ Sty
Learning, Education Support to Pakistan program, or | B LR AP N
Ed-Links, encouraged parents and siblings of students 9”*u:-5ﬁ/ul’(gd'¢‘dlz'w l”dgu:d'l"/‘/.’gité
to come together and repair school buildings, providing /"Uﬁé/'v’f&}’f.’J‘)’Juifﬂ'd)”&;é tf@/,t.’ r;/f{-é;é
financial and technical support as needed. A e i 5 L el ot ‘
“This is the first time that we have gathered together -d&}(ﬁy J{‘u' u’;{dtuﬂd&fﬁoz &= Q/'/ = Ju/ ¢ Lf’Ju) ’
on behalf of education for the collective interest of L(:wf/’/'f"féd}"ilff.«”fa{'/fﬁw/}"b'ﬂ@uauaﬁ}'_w
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the community,” said Sher Andaz, the leader, or malit,
of one participating community. Projects included
painting walls, fixing electrical fittings, doors, windows
and furniture, replacing blackboards, strengthening
boundaries, cleaning up courtyards, and improving
sanitation in the schools, he said.

“I'm illiterate, so I don’t understand much about
education,” said Mohammad Nawaz, whose son,
Jahanzeb, is a student at the school. “But through Ashar,
I can still contribute to my son’s education by helping
improve the condition of his school. I hope my son will
enjoy his studies now.”

In most cases, men worked at the school while women
cooked meals and prepared a feast to celebrate the
project’s completion. At one school in the extremely
conservative Frontier Region of Bannu, women insisted
on helping paint the walls and boundaries. For the first
time, fathers and husbands allowed them to step outside
their home and work in public. Through Ashar, passive
and disinterested community members became active
and eager agents of change. Over six months, community
members improved the learning environment for 13,985

middle and secondary school students studying in 46
schools in FATA.

“I'm surprised at such high participation by the
community since this is harvest season,” said Hamdullah,
whose daughter, Yasmeen, studies in Class 10. “I didnt
expect people to leave their work in the field for the
school.”

At a time when FATA was considered among the most
unsafe places in the world and schools were being closed
down and even destroyed by militants, communities
in Khyber, Mohmand, Bajaur, North Waziristan, and
Bannu worked together and proved that education could
flourish amid even the worst adversity.

“There is strength in unity,” said Sabr Ullah, a father
from Madyana. “No one could have accomplished this
alone, but together we did it in just three days. I've asked
parents not to stop here but to dedicate a few days each
month to improve the education of their children.” Not
only are students benefitting from an improved learning
environment, but enrollment has increased significantly
in beneficiary schools, he said.

After the success of Ashar in FATA, Ed-Links expanded
the model to the Malakand Division in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, where thousands of families have gradually
returned home after having spent the last year displaced
by conflict to rebuild their lives. These communities are
now eager to repair schools, hospitals, and other public
facilities destroyed by insurgents, driven to provide their
children a healthy and stable learning environment.
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Title:
Special Providence: American Foreign
Policy and How It Changed the World

Authors:
Walter Russell Mead

Publisher:
Routledge. 2002. 400 pages.

Pages:
400
ISBN 0415935369

Description:

The United States has had a more successful foreign policy
than any other great power in history. Council Senior
Fellow Walter Russell Mead attributes this unprecedented
success to a vigorous interplay among four powerful
political traditions that have shaped foreign policy since
the Revolution. The tension among these competing forces
guides American foreign policy toward prudent action.
Mead argues that the United States is successtul because
its strategy is rooted in Americans’concrete interests, which
value trade and commerce as much as military security.

The winner of the Lionel Gelber Prize for outstanding
writing on international affairs, Mead’s provocative
conclusion is that far from being amateurish and stumbling,
American foreign policy has succeeded astonishingly well
over two centuries.

Mead attributes this success to four schools of thought,
named after four American statesmen: the Hamiltonian
(protection of commerce), Jeffersonian (maintenance of a
democratic system), Jacksonian (populist values, military
strength), and Wilsonian (moral principle).

Walter Russell Mead is Henry A. Kissinger Senior
Fellow for U.S. Foreign Policy at the Council on Foreign
Relations. Mead also teaches American foreign policy at
Yale University. He is currently on the staff of Foreign
Affairs as a book reviewer and on the editorial board of
The American Interest.

Location:da__J,

Information, Research, and Communication (IRC)
Embassy of the United States of America, Islamabad
Phone: 051-2082781

E-mail: ircisb@state.gov
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Ask the
Consul

“Your chance to ask the Consul
General at the U.S. Embassy, Islam-
abad your visa related guestion”

o y

iy IS 03 ity A ST gt Sl
QQ\M)}‘LJW.L_,&
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Applying For Non-immigrant Visas:
Helpful Tips and Reminders
Apply Early!
Many visa applications require additional administrative

processing. When administrative processing is required, the
timing will vary based on individual circumstances of each

<%%&)LJM’}A%0)90#;](&(]/6/?'%]

case. We recommend that applicants apply at least 90 days in
advance of their planned travel to the United States.

We recognize that individual applicants may experience
inconvenience and hardship if their application takes longer
to process than they expected. We are doing everything
possible to meet the legitimate needs of prospective travelers
consistent with the priority we must attach to our security
and legal responsibilities. We trust that affected applicants
will understand that this waiting period is necessary as we
strive to make every effort to ensure the safety and security of
the United States for all, including foreign visitors.
How To Apply

1.All the DS-160

nonimmigrant visa application. When filling out the DS-
160, you should be prepared to provide the following
information:

= Current contact information, including full address, phone,
fax and email

m National identification number and current passport
information

m Work, education and training background

m Current and prior employment, including current salary, job
responsibilities, and employer’s name and address

m Name and address of educational institutions attended

applicants online

must complete
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m Travel outside Pakistan during the past five years

= Dates of prior U.S. visa issuances and refusals and travel
to the United States

m Military service, including rank, specialty, and dates
served

m Parents’and spouse’s names and dates of birth

m Names of relatives in the United States

m Purpose, length, and dates of travel to the United States
m Information for U.S. contacts, including address, phone

and email
2.Go to an American Express Bank Ltd. Travel Related

Services office, a participating branch of American Express,
or Speedex in Pakistan. A list of offices can be found on
the U.S. Embassy website. You will need to submit the
following:

m Application fee. The standard application fee is US $140.
Some categories of visas require additional fees.

= One-page confirmation form (with legible barcode) from
the DS-160

mA current photo (taken within the last 6 months)
measuring 2”x 2” with a white background

m Important! Please ensure photos are retouched or altered.
Retouched, airbrushed or altered photos will not be accepted
and may delay visa processing.

m A photocopy of the applicant’s passport valid for at least
6 months beyond the planned date of entry into the United
States

m For students: a copy of the 1-20 form and the $200 SEVIS
fee receipt

Where To Go

30 minutes before their scheduled interview appointments,
applicants must arrive at the Diplomatic Shuttle Service,
3rd Avenue, near Quaid-e-Azam University Road, G-5,
Islamabad to board the shuttle to the U.S. Embassy.
Applicants who arrive at the Diplomatic Shuttle
Service more than 30 minutes before their interview may
be asked to wait.

Documents to Bring
All nonimmigrant visa applicants must submit the DS-

160 web-based application form. Additional documents
are not required for most visa applicants, although you may
bring any additional documents you feel demonstrate your
eligibility.

Please remember that visa eligibility is based on an

applicant’s situation, and not on documents. Officers
must base their decisions mainly on the application and
from information obtained from the applicant during the
interview. Affidavits of Support are not required for non-
immigrant visa applicants.
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DEMOCRACY HAS A DEMOCRACY ¢ »

NEW CHALLENGE YOUR. VIDEO.

Editions: English | Ezspanal | Frangais Pycckmid P L | oo | (20

HOME

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VIDEO.
The Challenge

Create a short video that completes the phrase “‘Democracy is..."

The Prize

An all-Expense-paid trip to Washington, New york and Hollywood to attend gala screenings of
the winning videos, gain exposure to the U.S. film and television industry and meet with cractive
talent, aemocracy advocates and government leaders.

00:00 00:47 For more infotrmation please visit www.videochallange.america.gov
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