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Edltors Corner

4 Khabr-o-Nazar

Dear Readers:

I am replacing Mr. Richard Snelsire
as Editor-in-Chief of Khabr-o-Nazar.
We extend our deepest gratitude to
Rick, as we call him, who returned to
Washington after completing his ten-
ure in Islamabad. Under his leadership,
the magazine grew tremendously. And
I hope to continue this positive mo-
mentum. :

The U.S. Mission in Pakistan is also
pleased to welcome the new Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, Cameron Munter and
his wife, Dr. Marilyn Wyatt. Bring-
ing extensive foreign policy experi-
ence from previous diplomatic posts,
including Belgrade, Iraq, Prague, and
Warsaw, as well as prior experience
in Washington, Ambassador Munter
will continue working with Pakistani
officials to strengthen the bilateral re-
lationship while increasing outreach
to the Pakistani public and enhancing
our public diplomacy efforts.

On November 2, Americans voted to
determine who will represent them in
the 112th Congress, scheduled to con-
vene in January 2011. Regardless of
the results, power in the United States
rests with the people, and that is the
core of our system of representative
and government accountability.

In this special edition of Khabr-o-
Nazar, we also commemorate the leg-
acy of Wall Street Journal correspon-
dent Daniel Pearl, who was murdered
in 2002 by extremists in Karachi. This
year the U.S. Mission organized two
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Editor's Corner

Daniel Pearl Memorial Concerts.
One concert was held in Karachi and
the other in Islamabad in collabora-
tion with our Pakistani counterparts.
These two concerts represent our
shared partnership and the mutual
understanding between the people
of the United States of America and
Pakistan.

With the devastating monsoon flood-
ing, this year has presented many chal-
lenges for the Pakistani people. As we
go forward, the United States will con-
tinue to work every day to strengthen
our alliance and build on our renewed
partnership and also reach out to
Pakistanis in every part of the coun-
try. The Pakistani people are friends
and partners of the United States, and
our relationship with Pakistan goes far
beyond military and government-to-
government cooperation.

T want to wish all of our readers happy
and safe holiday celebrations in both
November and December. As with
so many aspects of U.S. culeural life,
holidays in the United States reflect
the values of a free and diverse people.
Americans, like many of the world’s
peoples, have developed their own
holiday traditions and observances,
and these have changed greatly over
time. Lastly, I am also looking for-
ward to reading your comments and
hearing feedback on our magazine in
2011. So please, email me with sug-
gestions on what you, the reader, are
interested in and any comments you
have for upcoming editions: infoisb@
state.gov.

Best wishes and happy holidays,

Alberto Rodriguez
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//islamabad.usembassy.gov
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KhabrChat

6| Khabr-o-Nazar

The Khabr-o-Nazar September, 2010 is the
first issue of this magazine | have gone
through with some serious reading of its
contents. The reason this month caught
my attewtion has beew your reporting of
the unprecedented catastrophic flood’s
devastation caused by the calamity; havoe
wrecked to the properties, standing crops,
Livestock and Lives and irreparable damage
done to the country’s entire tnfrastructure.
The US. has always provided generous help
on humanitarian grounds. | hope the US.
support in rehabilitating the flood affectees
will further strengthen the friendly
relations betweew our two countries.

Mirza A. Khalique,
karachi

[ am very thankful to you for sending me
this prestigious magazine regularly. The
remarkable and gewerous assistance being
provided by the United States for the flood-
aftected people is highly appreciable. No
Pakistani can ever forget this good gesture
of the American wation.

Habib-ur-Relhman Rind,
Quetta

| greatly appreciate your efforts to provide
valuable updates, through your bilingual
magazine, regarding the devastating
floods and the ongoing U.S. support and
relieft rehabilitation activities. | would
also like to appreciate the deep comcern
and solidarity shown by WU.S. Secretary of
State, Hillary Rodham Clintown, towards
the people displaced during this watural
disaster.

Waseem. Alumed,
Lalore

Khabr-o-Nazar is a very interesting source
of useful wformation about U.S. Embassy
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activities for the development and growth
of Pakistan's economy,

The entire kKihabr-o-Nazar team deserves the
eredit for producing such an informative
magazine h a professional manner.
Particularly, the Visit the &0 States
provides very useful information about
different states of the United States. |
hope that the kKhabr-o-Nazar can play an
important role in further strengthening the
friendly relations between Pakistan and the
United States.

Tougeer Butt,
Lahore

kKliabr-o-Nazar is a complete magazine
which | am recelving regularly. The pictures
of the affected people on the title page
of the September 2010 issue played awn
important role in drawing international
attention towards the destruction caused
by the recent flooding in Pakistan. The
tnelusion of informative articles in its
subsequent issues and the side by side
publication of its contents in both English
and Urdu Languages attract more and more
readers. The provision of US. assistance
through USAID in different sectors of Life is
also very appreciable.

Ghulam Abbas Bhawnbro,
Khairpur Mairas

Your prestigious madazine, Khabr-o-Nazar,
provide very important and comprehensive
information about the deepening US.-Pak
strategic relationship and the wassive
financial assistance Washington is providing
to our country. Moreover, it also provides
in-depth khowledge about the Awmerican
culture and society. | appreciate the efforts
undertaken by the Khabr-o-Nazar team for
producing such a valuable journal.

Murli Chand,
Shikarpur
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Embassy Welcomes the
New U.S. Ambassador to
Pakistan Cameron Munter

Ambassador to Pakistan, Cameron Munter and his wife, Marilyn _ . :
Wyatt, arrived in Islamabad on October 26, 2010. Ambassador Munter 2} '(U/"(f 201 0/-;’(’26"/15 ] Cf-‘:ﬁ'ﬂ:‘!’d,'/b?t)’/{.. £
presented his credentials to Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari on

Wednesday, October 27. L//)'%lfd/’)/)diw'utf&/“ﬂ”””’/'/"’(&?z'u/"%
Ambassador Munter completed his tour of duty at the American -4&9’)‘.{

Embassy in Baghdad in August 2010. He served there first as Political- ko ; bt
< ¢ o Il e AL F
Military Minister-Counselor in 2009, then as Deputy Chief of Mission Jy; “JL“""&‘/-.-—'J VAVU{/ Ul e 201 Ob,/(d_/‘/f"

for the first half of 2010. He served as Ambassador in Belgrade from UL:-}/J;201 O/é/,l)“}/‘/'dfbkﬁé Us+2009 z,,d,‘,’,wg_d/
2007 to 2009. '

In 2006, he led the first Provincial Reconstruction Team in Mosul, Iraq. ¥ é‘i" Sl i /r K{ #L S @ ottt &\
He was Deputy Chief of Mission in Prague from 2005 to 2007 and in _uzé;)?@_-}q#fd;ﬂ_f;ZOOQ;;ZOO?

Warsaw from 2002 to 2005. g _. p ;
1200503 S B ET QL St LA uiE,2006

Before these assignments, in Washington, he was Director for Central

8 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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Ambassador Cameron Munter offloads a 40 kilogram bag of flood relief supplies frome a U.S. military helicopter
in Hassan Khan Jamali, Jacobabad district, Sindbprovince, Pakistany Oct. 30.

Europe at the National Security Council (1999-2001), Executive
Assistant to the Counselor of the Departmentof State (1998-1999),
Director of the Northern European Initiative (1998), and Chief of
Staffin the NATO Enlargement Ratification Office (1997-1998).
He has also served overseas in Bonn (1995-1997), Prague (1992-
1995), and Warsaw (1986-1988). His other domestic assignments
include: Country Director for Czechoslovakia at the Depart.. ent
of State (1989-1991), and Dean Rusk Fellow at Georgetown
University’s Institute for the Study of Diplomacy (1991).

Ambassador Munter was born in California in 1954. He attended
Cornell Univerity in Ithaca, New York, and the universities in
Freiburg and Marburg in Germany. He reccived a doctoral degree
in modern European history in 1983 from the Johns Hopkins
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“It is an honor to have the
chance to work with the
Pakistani military and the |
American military together...”
Ambassador Cameron Munter

| I 199151, s B 210 382 b P 19911989
I R 1 & (LB L oL SNl oSS
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SN L ULl Y 1954 pA sl
J"W-“juiu'ﬂ:&z.ﬁm,u&séz Je6p BTG K
Got s b Gy Ao Ut v By UEI Ut 19838
U Fe 1984< » 1982053 bs $ 3 S e Fl3 L Bk
st A 1984-85usly 1L AL Gb g S A ST sy
L e s E o6y b L KL g Mer I8 5

: . e
U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan, Cameron Munter and his wife Marilyn
Wyatt paid their respects to Pakistan’s founder, Mubammad Ali Jinnah at
Mazar-e-Quaid (Mausoleum of the Great Leader) in Karachi on
October 29, 2010.

University in Baltimore, Maryland. He taught European
history at the University of California in Los Angeles (1982~
1984) and directed European studies at the Twentieth
Century Fund in New York (1984-1985) before joining the

Foreign Service.

Ambassador Munter Delivers Flood Relief

Ambassador to Pakistan Cameron P. Munter and his wife
Marilyn Wyatt participated in flood relief efforts conducted
by Pakistan and U.S. military and helped distribute flood relief
supplies on October 31 at a World Food Program distribution
point at Hassan Khan Jamali, Sindh Province, Pakistan. This
is the Ambassador’s first trip to flood-affected areas of Sindh
since his arrival on Oct. 27.

“It is an honor to have the chance to work with the Pakistani
military and the American military together, who are working
to help the Pakistani people,” said Munter. “This is a place
that I think all of us will remember as a symbol and as a reality
of our cooperation, what we can do when we work together,
when we face problems together. And I'm very, very grateful
to the Pakistanis and Americans who've done all this work.”

Munter arrived at the Pakistan military’s Pano Aqil
Cantonment and then flew to the Hassan Khan Jamali
relief site where he and a team of Pakistani and U.S. military
members unloaded approximately four tons of food aid from
two helicopters. In addition to delivering food aid, Munter
and his wife Marilyn met with local flood victims.

Elements of the 26th and 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit
have been conducting humanitarian relief efforts from Pano
Agil Cantonment since Sept. 3, 2010. The Marines there have
delivered more than 3.7 million pounds (over 1.6 million
kilograms) of food and other supplies to more than 150
locations throughout Sindh Province, flying more than 450
heavy-lift helicopter sorties.

10 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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. Flood

‘The monsoon flooding was called, almost from the very beginning,
the worst natural disaster in Pakistan’s history. It caused severe
infrastructure damage, hundreds of people drowned, hundreds of
thousands were left without adequate food or water, livestock died,
crops were ravished. In the first 48 hours, the number of Pakistanis
needing immediate assistance became overwhelming. Pakistan made
a formal request for U.S. assistance on July 29. By then, more than
300 people already were reported killed and 27,000 people stranded

without adequate water, food, or proper shelter.

Embassy staffers prioritized the immediate nceds, organized
emergency equipment, and other needed assets already in the country.
But the highest priority was to save lives and evacuate those stranded
by the rising floodwaters. More than 400 people were rescued, and
more than 3,000 pounds of relief supplies were carried to isolated
flood victims on the very first day of rescue operations. As the days
passed, however, the number of Pakistanis affected by the disaster only
grew. Embassy staff worked around the clock to provide logistical
support and to coordinate assets, military aircraft, relief supplies, and
rescue missions all over the country.

"Thirty-six hours into the flooding, the Embassy coordinated with the
Pakistani government to land larger aircraft to deliver relief supplies
and evacuate people. US. Air Force C-130s and C-17 aircraft
immediately began aid flights, delivering more than 436,000 halal
meals for distribution by Pakistani authorities. By August 4, six U.S.
Army helicopters were landing at Ghazi Aviation Base (located in the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Province) to begin critical relief missions into
the Swat Valley, where more than 600,000 people were stranded.

As the focus shifted from delivering flood relief by air to ground
deliveries, the Government of Pakistan asked the U.S. to end the
C-130 and C-17 flights. The last sortie flew October 3. Hundreds
of U.S. military and civilian personnel remain committed to provide
responsive humanitarian airlift with a dedicated fleet of 22 helicopters,
flying missions in support of the Government of Pakistan’s flood
relief effort. To date, U.S. military aircraft and personnel, working in
close coordination with the Pakistan military have delivered more
than 9 million kilograms (approximately 20 million pounds) of relief
supplies and provided humanitarian aislift for over 28,000 people in
the flood-affected regions of Pakistan.

Rellef Efforts
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U.S.—-Pakistan Strategic Dialogue
at the Ministerial Level
O b bl - el 0 |
i e | st 3

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Pakistani Foreign
Minister Shah Mabmood Qureshi deliver opening remarks at the U.S.~

. Patkistan Dialogue Plenary Session at the U.S. Department of State

li in Washington, DC October 21, 2010. i

= »

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Pakistan Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, accompanied by high-level delegations, met in
Washington on October 20-22, 2010 for the U.S.-Pakistan
Strategic Dialogue. As the third Ministerial-level meeting
of the Strategic Dialogue, this session built upon the goals
and objectives set forth in the March 24, 2010 session in
Wiashington, and the progress made during the July 15,
2010 session in Islamabad. The latest round of the Strategic
Dialogue confirmed the United States and Pakistan’s
dedication to cultivating a strategic, comprehensive, and
long-term partnership. The Dialogue’s thirteen working
groups have been meeting regularly and have mutually agreed
upon action plans, delineating achievable benchmarks,
which they are now working to implement.

Working Group Achievements

Agriculture Working Group: Co-chaired by U.S.
Department of Agriculture Deputy Under Secretary Darci
Vetter and USAID Deputy Assistant Administrator Alex
Their and Pakistan Minister of Food and Agriculture
Nazar Muhammad Gondal, the group had an open and
constructive discussion on post-flood recovery needs for
the agriculture sector. The Pakistan delegation expressed
appreciation for recent sanitary and phyto-sanitary

12 Khabr-0-Nazar
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approvals to allow the export of Pakistani mangos to the
United States. Both sides renewed their commitment
to the Agricultural Investment Strategy and ongoing
agricultural development projects, such as the Rural Dairy
Project, the Mango Export Project, and the agricultural
productivity initiatives announced by Secretary Clinton
during her July trip. Tangible progress on implementation
of the Agriculture Strategy was exemplified with the
initiation of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Wheat Productivity Enhancement Program, Cotton
Productivity Enhancement Program and Animal and
Plant Disease Control Programs in collaboration with
Pakistani counterparts.

Communications Working Group: Chaired by
Department of State Under Secretary Judith McHale
and Pakistan Minister of Information Qamar Zaman
Kaira, the sides agreed to intensify cooperation in
the development of Pakistan's public media sector
infrastructure; the preservation of historic archival
materials; in building communications capacity and
messaging; and in developing new communications
technologies in the public interest. The U.S. offered to
providetrainingopportunities thatwould permitPakistanis
and Americans to work together directly, through 125
journalism internships and 80 public administration
internships, some of which will be reserved for officials
from information-related public services. The U.S. agreed
to support the development of a major Government of
Pakistan Data Center and a Jaunch of citizen-centric
electronic government services. The U.S. also agreed to
work with the Ministry of Information Technology, the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and other
Pakistan government ministries to review and upgrade
Pakistan’s disaster management information services.

Defense Working Group: Chaired by Department of
Defense Under Secretary Michéle Flournoy and Pakistan
Secretary of Defense Athar Ali, the U.S. and Pakistani
participants recounted the Pakistan military’s extensive
flood relief operations and the cooperative efforts between
Pakistan and the U.S. to support flood relief, discussed
Pakistan’s progress in implementing counterinsurgency
operations, reviewed improving communication between
coalition forces in Afghanistan and Pakistan military
forces on the Pakistan/Afghanistan border, assessed
progress made in bilateral defense cooperation, and
confirmed that further efforts will be undertaken at an
upcoming Resources Conference. The engagement
followed up on the August Defense Consultative Group
meeting in Islamabad, also chaired by Under Secretary
Flournoy and Defense Secretary Athar Ali, as well as two
Exchanges on Defense Planning (EDP) sessions in June
and July. The working group meetings over the past seven
months were crucial to the development of the $2.029
billion Multi-Year Security Assistance Commitment
Secretary Clinton announced at the plenary session of
the Strategic Dialogue.
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Economic Cluster Working Group: Chaired by
National Security Council (NSC) Senior Director
and Special Assistant to the President David Lipton
and Pakistan Finance Minister Dr. Abdul Hafeez
Shaikh, the U.S. and Pakistani sides reviewed the
macroeconomic stabilization program developed by
Pakistan in consultation with the International Financial
Institutions. The working group also discussed Pakistan’s
plan to provide damage compensation to flood-affected
families, and improving business-to-business investment
ties. Both sides noted the importance and desire to
create an Enterprise Fund. On market access, the two
sides discussed extending enhanced market access,
specifically seeking Congressional approval for the
Reconstruction Opportunity Zone (ROZ) legislation.
The U.S. welcomed the approval of the Afghanistan-
Pakistan Transit Trade Treaty and praised Pakistani
efforts to expand regional trade ties.

Energy Working Group: Chaired by NSC Senior
Director and Special Assistant to the President David
Lipton and Pakistan Minister of Water and Power
Pervez Ashraf, the group had extensive discussions on
the status of Pakistan’s energy sector in the aftermath
of the floods and the on-going implementation of
the projects in the U.S. Signature Energy Program.
Pakistan highlighted efforts underway to restore the
energy sectors full operational capacity and repair
flood damaged infrastructure. Pakistan also briefed on
domestic restructuring plans for the Pakistan Energy
and Power Company (PEPCO) currently underway
with anticipated completion in June 2011. Both sides
reiterated support for implementing the energy reforms
outlined in the Friends of Democratic Pakistan (FODP)
Energy Sector Task Force report released October
2010.

Health Working Group: Chaired by USAID
Administrator Shah and Pakistan Special Advisor to the
Prime Minister Shahnaz Wazir Ali, both sides agreed
that implementation of the health action plan has been
successful, and indentified four key areas to pursue in
greater depth over the next period: (1) there will be a
Federal-Provincial Structure Planning group formed
with technical assistance support from donors and private
sector input; (2) together we will renew focus on health
care workforce planning and training; possibly engage
with major donors (U.S., United Kingdom, World Bank)
in this effort; (3) begin coordinating with other bilateral
donors to plan for large scale immunization campaign
(especially childhood diseases); and (4) work towards a
diagnostic evaluation regarding the health care services
provided by the Pakistani Private Sector, especially in
regard to incentive schemes. The three hospital projects
that make up the first phase of the Signature IHealth
Program experienced delays due to the flooding but
remain on track to be completed as follows: Jinnah
Post Gradate Medial Complex (June 2011); Jacobabad
Hospital (June 2011); and Lady Wellington Hospital
(June 2012).
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Law Enforcement and Counterterrorism Working

Group: Chaired by the State Department’s Coordinator 7 .

for Counter-Terrorism Ambassador Daniel Benjamin
and Pakistan Interior Secretary Qamar Zaman
Chaudhry, U.S. and Pakistani participants agreed to
the establishment of a Border Management Working
Group to enhance cooperation. Pakistan announced
that it planned to establish a forum on eliminating
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) that will hold its
first workshop on November 28 in Islamabad. The U.S.
and Pakistan agreed to work together on prosecutorial
training planned for November to develop and/or refine
the legal mechanisms needed to investigate and prosecute
terrorist, narcotics and other serious criminal cases. The
two sides also renewed cooperation between DEA and
the Anti-Narcotics Forces (ANF) over the coming year.

Water Working Group: Chaired by Department of
State Under Secretary Maria Otero and Pakistan Water
& Power Development Authority Chairman Shakeel
Durrani, U.S. and Pakistani participants reviewed the
implementation status of Secretary Clinton’s Signature
Water Program for Pakistan. Despite the floods, most
of the initial engineering and other planning studies and
surveys have been completed and building will begin in
six months for most of the projects. Both sides agreed
to integrate the joint work of the Working Group and
the Government of Pakistan on a national water policy
and to collaborate closely with the Friends of Democratic
Pakistan (FODP) initiated Water Task Force led by the
Asian Development Bank.

Women's Empowerment Working Group: Chaired
by the Department of State’s Ambassador-At-Large for
Global Women's Issues Melanne Verveer and Pakistan
Special Advisor to the Prime Minister Shahnaz Wazir
Ali, both sides announced funding commitments
and generated new ideas for programs supporting
practical business training and microfinance for women
entrepreneurs, as well as programs aimed to advance
women’s political participation and engagement.

The third round of the U.S.-Pakistan Strategic Dialogue
incJuded meetings of ten of the thirteen working groups.
The Economics & Finance and Market Access Working
Groups met concurrently during the Economics Cluster
session. The chairs of the Education Working Group also
held a separate bilateral meeting on the margins of the
Strategic Dialogue. The remaining two working groups
- the Security, Stability, and Non-Proliferation Working
Group and the Science & Technology Working Group
- bave jointly developed action plans to guide their
engagement and will meet again before the next Cabinet-
level Strategic Dialogue meeting.

The next round of the Strategic Dialogue is planned
to be held in 2011; the sectoral working groups plan
to meet prior to the next Ministerial-level meeting.
For more information on the U.S.-Pakistan Strategic
Dialogue, please see: http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/
uspakstrategicdialogue.html

R SR IORIUIN T g BT AN S 1S B AP INGL ) ST TN
' YOI S hilndl el e S

AL LSy ALk Jg/t;f:?/-/iéﬁ/-uf;/yzi&g
PNy _715/7.665J’aﬂﬂ__j}d/&l/).‘k@d.fﬂ'égﬂ)l&l;"/"é‘ﬁ
JAT/AL‘?"!/C{/’I;/;%)/UMLJ‘ﬁwl&{)}éj.éub’/g'g(édb’lul
MSkag PGk S0 FE Sy o2, £l U F iz
Z_LgﬂC);/lléol.ag"K&‘/:p{_ u:ff’;-i}/;lc‘;é:ng}‘?l{]u&) sy
Bt L S SIS N LY STy 2N B UK
S} St QB QR S ES KL S el
K PG PAL S SFo Lt 2L i3 B S ST
e h Ll frpionS Bt NL b A SE1$
ey 3§85 e e an ¥ i S ol #
L;;&}L;{uﬁm%}&{fwzw?u'; u;@/’ui’»uﬁ.,/.é@
S e beontol 1A F 8 A el SIS 252
U @fgurtfgﬁfé’.écﬂﬁ

V1L Ui b e S e AL S i £ L
Sy = SIS A L DRSNS T PRS-
Lot fli Geri iy /L.,,f.é@ﬁz_njv.{tuwlé?,,/
/,l‘/ﬁv‘é/,‘?u:&«'; Ugs/ B QLo B s 1 Cr
Gy e e B0 GIEn St oS 51 i 51
e &Il el Lt e S Ll
Luny U?’/zféu{j;fu,’»

L8 i Lt Bs Jlos 6 20 2011 1K 2 STk G2
el r e AL e _éi;t,g/!‘Jg_ﬁdfaGu%.;,gugt
bl L

http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/uspakstrategicdialogue.html

Khabr-o-Nazar | 15



Meesha Shafi, a member of Pakistani pap group ‘Overload’ performs during a musical concert in Islamabad, on Saturday, Oct. 9, 2010.
The musical concert organized by U.S. Embassy in Pakistan and Pakistan National Council of Arts to pay tribute to slain American
Journalist Daniel Pearl. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)

Embassy Islamabad: Honoring Daniel u=tiriig#¢ b e L J‘/&‘"f@/ L Jy FE U 2l T
Pearl’s Legacy with Pakistani Rock KT el o8- LT E ot Grosetd 5o S 2
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U.S. Embassy in Islamabad “overloaded” the auditorium 3 ;
at the Pakistani National Council of Arts in a concert to -BLof é/?[é el
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behind a long trail
of musician-friends
spanning the en-
tire world. After his
death, his family set
up the Daniel Pearl
Foundation, which
created World Mu-
sic Days to promote
dialogue and under- [§
standing, counter g
cultural and religious
hatred,  encourage
responsible and bal-
anced  journalism,
and promote peace
through music. Com-
memorating Daniel’s
October 10 birthday,
World Music Days organizes concerts around the world to
use the universal language of music to encourage fellowship
across cultures and build a platform for “Harmony for Hu-

Sufi drummer Nasiy

Sain performs during the Daniel Pearl Musical Cancert
in Islamabad, an Saturday, Oct. 9, 2010. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)

manity.” Since World Music Days’ inception in 2002, more =2"<lulsr jsl) i1 5 ‘é’fé-/’)sgfé‘ﬁﬁj 2 sl (}r}"uﬁ/ Q}/'/ t+Days

than 4,900 concerts in 102 countries have been dedicated
to Daniel Pearl.
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The U.S. Embassy asked “Overload” to play because of J/d-‘-’ E)d/{L%}JLWONd Music DaySc;c»rk'/Jw J'-u?w("'K

their unique blending of new and old and east and west.
'The band has brought traditional Sufi music and traditional

drumming to younger crowds by adding electric guitars and
vocals by lead singer Meesha Shafi.

“The U.S. Embassy is proud to support Pakistani efforts
to spread a message of hope in the face of violence and
to connect our two countries through music,” said Larry
Schwartz, Minister Counselor at the U.S. Embassy.
“Overload’s fusion of eastern and western music styles is
just one example of how young Pakistanis are building on
their rich cultural heritage to create something new and
positive.”

Daniel Pearl stood for freedom of expression and the
power of music to bring people across cultures and borders
together. Extremists in Pakistan, like Daniel’s captors, have
always tried to silence music and personal expression when
they take control of an area; they see musical influences as a
threat to their ideology. They do so because Pakistani music
— a source of joy, a bridge between young and old, and one
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Students from the National Academy of Performing Arts
Pearl Memarial Concert at the U.S. Consul General

of many ways to worship — can drown out their hateful
ideology. The best part about the concert— even better
than the music and dancing — was the affirmation of life,
tolerance, and pluralism shared throughout the evening.

The U.S. Consulate Karachi Celebrates
Daniel Pearl Day
Harmony for Humanity

On the occasion of the Daniel Pearl Music Day concert
Consul General William Martin warmly welcomed the
guests to the concert “Harmony for Humanity” that
took place outdoors at his residence. In his remarks, he
paid tribute to the life of Daniel Pearl, saying, “He was a
special American who was a friend of Pakistan. Danny
believed that music could foster understanding across
borders, across cultures, across the world.” He also noted
that Daniel Pearl “used the violin and the guitar to form
friendships in every community he lived in, including
here in Karachi.”

A wide variety of local bands performed at the concert.
Students from the National Academy of Performing Arts
and an upcoming band led by Shaizab Waheed opened
the show. Dancers from the Thespianz Theater performed
between numbers. These incredible performers were just
a warm-up for the stars of the show. When Jo-G and his
Pakistani pop star father, Saleem Javed hit the stage, the
crowd burst into loud cheers, with dozens of audience
members dancing in front of the stage.

‘The significance of paying tribute to Daniel Pearl in
Karachi is profound. In a city where no one wants to
openly discuss the details surrounding the kidnapping
and murder of the American journalist in 2002, the
U.S. Consulate Karachi used the concert as a means to
promote understanding and good relations between the
peoples of Pakistan and the United States.
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in Karachi, perform at the Daniel
sidence on October 21, 2010
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Native American Heritage Month
e (S 9 S ) Gt 300 | Qi

Before Europeans settled in North America, the indigenous
peoples of this continent flourished with vibrant cultures and
were the original stewards of the land. From generation to
generation, they handed down invaluable cultural knowledge
and rich traditions, which today continue to thrive in Native
American communities across our country. Native Americans
have made profound contributions to America’s civic and
cultural life and tremendous sacrifices in defense of the United
States, from the time of the American Revolution to the
present day. Native Americans have distinguished themselves
as inventors, entrepreneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars.
However, America’s journey has been marked both by bright
times of progress and dark moments of injustice for Native
Americans and Alaska Natives.

CREATION OF NATIVE AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

In the United States, National Native American Heritage
Month celebrates the heritage and contributions of American
Indians and Alaska Natives — the first Americans — to the
history and culture of the United States.

During his 2010 proclamation of National Native American
Heritage Month, President Obama said: “Since the birth of
America, they have contributed immeasurably to our country
and our heritage, distinguishing themselves as scholars, artists,
entrepreneurs, and leaders in all aspects of our society.”

Today, there are 5 million Native Americans and Alaska Natives
in the United States, or 1.6 percent of the total population,
and this is expected to increase to 8.6 million, or 2 percent
of the population, by 2050. Most Native Americans live in
metropolitan areas and not on the 227,000 square kilometers
of land held in trust for reservations. The states with the
largest numbers of Native Americans and Alaska Natives are
California, Oklahoma and Arizona. 'Therc are 564 federally
recognized Indian tribes in the United States. The largest, by
far, are the Cherokee and Navajo nations. Navajo is the most
widely spoken American Indian language. Only one-half of the
300 or so native languages once spoken in North America still
have any living speakers.

Fe SR U L6 AL U dt e s TS st d gt £ 108
Whosammeft b 2ty FAL ot 1\ Iy 1 Fote b 5 35
ST, & Tl LS B S o e Se 500
fha i UL Lo Wi e GodA S UL Ut (Bt
oAb gL et £ SesBEnd S L i sk
b2 tup B Uk AL UL L 0L £
GI LS e 36 Pty Ao P U2 5 S
ULt UsBLE DUt t £ 4 Pl 35 LU S Bt
st

) shin S a Sulys S35y platd

SUE AN DA E BN 1o 65 L Uk 1B E
MG SL AL Uiz told L S B L sy
Sy AT e

ol LV i1 Maey Crl e £ Uk 1B 2010
L uFe aUWes o b/u,;?/l EB S el ST
e bra AU 1 bl LK 2 S

Zeee P EAIEUEERL 0 E 1L po e i
w,g;’fg gfs.ﬁ/;zj;zosod,gf‘,{_é}.‘aw1.6 KL TS
SUAAZ I L 1288 227,000 215 Fosks S lpse b
bzl it e g 2t Ui n ity
Fot " o2 Ut ol SO b Dt £ 564U L 1t T
e bbb binlie ot sl d A Aufst g & ey
L Pt Ut Pl Qe $a UL £B300L Pt &L 5"t L1 8
RIS AP ep § AT 1 1L P Fos B ST

Khabr-o-Nazar 19



'Midterm Elections
Determine Control

/ mMg ber ba!fot a’unﬂg cal ;‘y ’irafi'!?g Tue rdup rm ?(:
.201&, mdckmia (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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| Every Election Day underscores the strength and resilience

of American democracy. On November 2, Americans

| voted to determine who will represent them in the 112th

Congress, scheduled to convene in January 2011. In
2010, 37 of the 100 Senate members were running for re-
election. Inthe United States, each state is represented in
the Senate by two senators.

In the House of Representatives, all 435 seats were
contested. In the House, each state is represented by a
congressional delegation that is based on population,
which means some states have House delegations with
more than 50 members, while others have only one
representative.

The midterm elections are important because the results
potentially ean impact the way that the United States
conducts its domestic and foreign policy. Under the U.S.
Constitution, Congress has tremendous powers, including
contrel of the federal budget.

a.,ui_»nf-f P92 c.t'//;lb'f( ;e,:_-:st_-{m‘?gf Ll
Sl Aot 5.6 1 AT a1 12 L A e
el R 3T 100 U 2010- 605 2 2011805

AL e AL e up el
.L’Jqu...fLmu'uw eble 2 L YR 4358 By

e ‘gh.dﬁ"le~‘L tyiy (_,‘f{(}:l_.l J:.—*L;Jli.‘r:_ b‘/ﬁ;ﬂ)g
B ,j"n mabi_ 5050 § L UL P SR b U

e b UL P KU

26 oo, § L L i e Qo el S NI -
3ot Pur S B AT AL o TE Pl Lt
- JesUn A S

Kiue s S GG ol uipuin W11 f};g B S P
= (USSR il i S G — L T
e Kesgumn§ P E L) T A
ANt 1968 LB UL IR B Pt



srent than his own. More importantly, the Constitution's P
Dng principle of separation of powers ensures that the u,/ﬁ,gr;;,fcéﬁft{dvdfﬁf:/d;f"{#é_,uué',fdg— ”_&
jislative branch (Congress) and the executive branch (the

esident) have separate but equal powers. Mk Find L

1ti-incumbent sentiment was intense throughout America J’quJwJ(J'&JQI,,L,,ﬂw; Ln;ﬁf;%/ﬁuﬁgﬁ/@

leading up to the midterm elections. Some political analysts d ; -
predicted early on that it would be a difficult year for many J:-”//'-éd’/L'/V””/”UJVALL/JIVGVKUJU‘{/UQGd”
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is the main way to retain thelr | without it, there i
a much higher chance of losing offiée:" One former New Yor
Senator, Alphonse D’Amato, was so concerned with havi
a good record on constituent services; he was given
nickname “Senator Pothole” for his public commitment tc
help citizens with their individual cases. He was so attentive
about getting things done for voters, that his constituents -
could call his office about a hole in the road (“pothole”) on a L__,bu.olLl,L z
street, and he would get it fixed.

Regardless of the outcome of the midterm elections, power '
in the United States rests with the people, and that is at u’l:,;,,ﬂ_gdt,dLgl,,Jng ulpJu/Lzuiugu‘J’rmqu,

the core of our system of representative and accountable , sof - r
government. Despite occasional differences between po- ~ JU/L"'U"”}?%G”@/U"(GJ’a”-’”&’ﬁd'kﬂ:’wbb'qv
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Geargi Chester, of College Pari, G::i:miﬁ:ﬂ g:"!a dm‘

Oct., 26, 2010, in Atlanta. (AP Ph

&ewad in prmnou@ admltn—'
lsttahons of both parties,
The Obama Administra-
tion will work closely with
newly-alactad members of
Congress.

Today, a small but enthusiastic group of Americans is using
the midterm elections to symbolize frustration over U.S.
economic policies and is playing an influential role in the
2010 midterm elections.

The tea party is a coalition of national and local groups
that share an interest in reducing the role of government in
American life and lowering government spending.

The tea party is not a political party and has no single leader.
It is a movement, New York Times reporter Kate Zernike told
journalists at the State Department’s Foreign Press Center
October 22, “but it’s also become a state of mind.”

in an April 2010 NewYork Times poll, 18 percent of Americans
identified themselves as tea party supporters. But the
number actively involved, for example, by donating money
to candidates or attending rallies, is closer to four percent.

Supporters tend to be male, white and over the age of 45,
and most have supported Republican candidates in prior
elections. The movement was started primarily by people in
their 20s and 30s, but older Americans were drawn to the
movement as it grew in spring 2009 because of “frustration
or an anger about the economy” and President Obama’s
health care plan, Zernike said.

It can be difficult to define who is a tea party candidate
since it is not an official party. Some candidates are running
for office for the first time, having gotten involved through
tea party activities. Others have run for office before, but
are finding unusually high levels of support because of the
movement’s enthusiasm, Zernike said.

The New York Times says there are about 139 tea
party candidates running for Congress, all running as
Republicans. Most of them are “running in districts where
the demographics are really lined up against them,” Zernike
said. In these historically Democratic districts, the Democrat
is “overwhelmingly favored to win.”

About 35 candidates are in competitive races, “meaning that
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. i-on E!acﬁen Day.
At the state level, 37

ot as tﬁé‘fﬁ;@ngmssional races are, they are a tlny
; total number of elected posts U.S. voters will fill

overnors will be elected, these selections
particularly Important because, in 2011, the once-in-a-decade
processof redlstricting the seatsinthe House of Representatives
will oceur. The governors elected in 2010 will play significant
roles in determining how the boundaries of congressional
districts are redrawn in light of the 2010 census data.

State legislators also will be chosen in many states on November
2, along with county executives, mayors, and city and town
council members. Many jurisdictions also will elect attorneys
general, treasurers, compitrollers and even judges.

The winners of these local races, although they lack the prestige
and national import of congressional service, likely will have
stronger effects on the day-to-day lives of their constituents as
they serve out their terms, many working for small salaries or
even without bay.

From emergency services, such as police and firefighters,
to the more mundane matters of trash collection and road
maintenance, local governments are the front lines of U.S.
government and perhaps the purest expressions of American
democracy.
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Finding
Hope Amid "

Flood '+ <
Devastatlon - e |

By: Nazlee Sardar, Senior Education Ad
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Consul General Inaugurates
New Building at

Peshawar

Press Club

el il g 6 bl i J gty S 6
LS 2 e 115 3 b g (o8

|

U.S. &?:M-Gﬁt’rﬁf Elizabeth H. Raad' along wi

© Mian Iﬁiﬂ')ﬁm’ Hussain inaugurating security upgrades at Pes/

e

The U.S. Consul General in Peshawar Elizabeth H. Rood and
Minister of Information, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Mian Iftikhar
Hussain, inaugurated a security building at the Peshawar Press
Club. 'This new building, along with other enhancements
will improve security at the Peshawar Press Club, which was
damaged by a suicide bombing attack on December 22, 2009.

=%

“This press club is more than just buildings; it is a vibrant hub
for interaction among colleagues and serves as a center for
training. Journalists based here in Peshawar play a vital role
not only reporting about Peshawar, but also about the tribal
areas,” said Consul General Rood.

The Press Information Department of the FATA Secretariat
and the U.S. Government contributed funds and equipment to
the repairs to the Press Club and the construction of a security
building, which includes walk-through metal detectors, a
surveillance camera, and an uninterrupted power supply.

26 Khabr-o-Nazar
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U.S. Extends Public Diplomacy
Outreach in Punjab

Bahawalpur Access students welcome Cultural Affairs Officer Mark Hilbert to their school

The U.S. Consulate General in Lahore extends its outreach K_-,L,«édlé‘_gjﬁ.url);,,,ﬁo’-f,&;v@g’_d}:;}dj}'&/,%mﬂ
to southern Punjab province through two public diplomacy Fi " A

programs. s [ Erb e 52600
The English Access Microscholarship Program operates through 2L UH'J’JLF)—"%)W(V:{ __.)/E-ls/..cll.vffg'ﬂuﬁ_,l;‘edﬁ

four grant institutions in southern Punjab. These grants provide " s
the opportunity for two years of after-school English study to Ve Uy 2 b Sy s sl Chesndsly i oLl el

adolescent boys and girls from disadvantaged backgrounds in the . | 34 A ! f TGy
cities of Deray Ghazigllr(han, Multan, and Bahawakflg-"rur. One can L‘?é (“/ O ¢{d{ﬁgﬁdﬁlfu[);,luﬂ/ ;Ll’éj/b‘

observe a marked improvement in the students’language skillsand J_1J_y14 dufj}ldkdxt;;pw’(lbélié r");{d'fo‘f@:ﬁuz
level of confidence that they have gained through this program. ] :

. : e I:C/ulﬁ'df-ﬁl?i
In southern Punjab, the Consulate supports the restoration of U, e
the Sufi shrines of Hazrat Shah Shams Tabraiz (Multan), Hazrat Ll?Jﬁl}f,{jﬁUs:ubulJ(QJ.,QI.«_I)W‘KL;,J’&LI,;}‘JLAE’

Sakhi Sarwar (Dera Ghazi Khan), Jalal-ud-Din Bukhari (Uch . e : o Ll e
Sharif), Hazrat Khawaja Ghulam Farid (Rajanpur), Hazrat Musa J;‘/'> (gl 27 U/;L"'-"f) Lo df‘ &L ﬁ‘ Jhs
Pak Shaheed (Multan), and Hazrat Rajan Qattal (Bahawalpur) PUYe S ole o 2 B 2sD) el o W) Wl 36 asd)
through the Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation (AFCP) (J?" % J)*'/r =2ty &0 o Jie (tj ¢ ',"”)”/
grants and supplemental funding to the Punjab Archaeology sy Ut diﬂJ.:«l;l"/L(;,ﬂ,Lﬂ)UCs‘d’-ug, 2l ()t S| Ly 2
Department. Work already has been completed at the shrine , o _ u :
of Jalal-ud-Din Bukhari . And work is now underway at Sakhi “VJ‘)’J"‘T-QE?gJ?KKdLﬁ U2 G- St
Sarwar, Khawaja Ghulam Farid and Rajan Qattal. The AFCP was ud;fufrZOO1dJbé”c-'-ad.ftarb//:—b‘/"éUa’da'w'if.’rw-“}
established by Congress in 2001 to provide direct support for the i g0 TR i N N
preservation of cultural sites, cultural objects and collections, and S &l e Ylicdo ezl {10481V 0 f-.«ﬁf (4" l[( (P

forms of traditional cultural expression such as music, dance, and . g ]
language in more than 130 countries around the world. 'é'l?J(z'/""‘,ub"’:AL"‘sw"’ldl’—'(‘("‘b’l’]"’l"’y’j
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= 'jl Karen Sonmmers, wha served in the Air Force during Vietnam, s 5 the Flag during “Taps” i
| Enid, Okla. on Saturday, Nov. 8, 2008. (AP Photo/The Enid News & Eagle, Candice Budgick)
+ Bl : s
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Wiashington: November 11 is Veterans Day in the
United States, and parades, ceremonies and tributes
to veterans are planned in small towns and large
cities throughout the country to honor those who
have served in the U.S. military.

“American veterans deserve our deepest appreciation
and respect,” said President Obama. “Our nation’s
servicemen and women are our best and brightest,
enlisting in times of peace and war, serving with honor
under the most difficult circumstances, and making
sacrifices that many of us cannot begin to imagine.”

‘This year, as always, the memorial amphitheater built
around the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington
Cemetery, just outside Washington, remains the
focal point for national Veterans Day ceremonies.
The traditions are firmly established: a combined
color guard representing all military services executes
“present arms” at the tomb, the president lays a
wreath, and a bugler plays “Taps,” the beautiful and
haunting bugle call used at U.S. military funerals.

In 1958, two unidentified American war dead, one
from World War II and one from the Korean War,
were buried in Arlington Cemetery alongside the
Unknown Soldier from World War I who had been
interred there in 1921. And in 1984, an unknown
serviceman from the Vietnam War was placed
beside them. They jointly symbolize all Americans
who gave their lives in all wars. (The remains of
the Vietnam Unknown were exhumed in 1998; he
was identified through DNA testing and reinterred
in another cemetery. Since then, that crypt has
remained vacant.)

ARMISTICE DAY BECOMES
VETERANS DAY

The earlier, more narrowly focused Armistice Day
commemorated the end of fighting in World War
I under the armistice implemented at 11 a.m. on
November 11, 1918 — “the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month.”

President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the
first Armistice Day just a year later, setting the
characteristic tone of the U.S. observances in years to
come. He said that the holiday would be “filled with
solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the
country’s service and with gratitude for the victory,
both because of the thing from which it has freed us
and because of the opportunity it has given America
to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the
councils of the nations.”

Armistice Day’s message of peace and international
solidarity was reiterated when the holiday formally
received its name in 1926. Congress passed a
resolution asking the president to call for the U.S.
flag to be displayed on all public buildings on
November 11, and to call on citizens “to observe the
day in schools and churches, or other suitable places,
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(AP Photo)

with appropriate ceremonies of friendly relations with
all other peoples.”

Congress followed up in 1938 by designating Armistice
Day a legal holiday, dedicated to the cause of world
peace.

But Wilson’s hope that World War I would be the “war
to end war” collapsed soon after, with the outbreak of
new fighting in Europe. The United States entered World
War I in 1941. More than 16 million Americans were
to take part; 407,000 of them died, more than 292,000
in battle.

Seeking to pay tribute to those 16 million, and others
who had served the nation in any of its wars, Congress
and President Dwight Eisenhower in 1954 redesignated
the November 11 holiday as Veterans Day. “On that day
let us solemnly remember the sacrifices of all those who
fought so valiantly, on the seas, in the air, and on foreign
shores to preserve our heritage of freedom,” Eisenhower
wrote in his first Veterans Day proclamation, “and let
us reconsecrate ourselves to the task of promoting an
enduring peace so that their efforts shall not have been
in vain.”

Television journalist Tom Brokaw called attention to
the sacrifice of the World War II generation of veterans
in a 1998 book, The Greatest Generation, in which he
deemed them “the greatest generation any society has
ever produced.” In the same year director Steven Spiel-
berg portrayed American soldiers in World War II Eu-

30 | Khabr-o0-Nazar
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rope in his film Saving Private
Ryan; Clint Eastwood did the
same for troops in the Pacific
in his 2006 films Letters from
Iwo Jima and Flags of Our Fa-
thers.

In May 2004, aging but proud
veterans attended the dedica-
tion of the National World
War Il Memorial on Washing-
ton’s National Mall, between
the Lincoln Memorial and the
Washington Monument.

In 2007, a 15-hour-long Ken
Burns documentary, The War,
featured interviews with doz-
ens of World War II veterans.
Burns said he had undertaken
the project partly because the
war’s veterans were dying at an
accelerating pace. “It hurt me

; ! Retired U.S. Army weterans march up 5th Avenue during a parade on Veteran's
Day, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2006 in New York. (AP Photo/ Dima Gavrysh)

that we were hemorrhaging
these memories,” he said.

Arlington National Cemetery is just one of more
than 130 national cemeteries throughout the United
States and Puerto Rico that contain nearly 3 million
gravesites.

The Korean War is commemorated with a memorial near
the National Mall comprised of 19 stainless steel statues
representing a squad on patrol. More than 54,000 U.S.
soldiers died in the three-year conflict. The memorial

was dedicated in 1995.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial — in Constitution
Gardens, adjacent to the National Mall — features two
polished black granite walls inscribed with the names
of more than 58,000 U.S. service members killed or
unaccounted for in the Vietnam War. The names of
eight service women who died in the Vietnam War are
included on the wall, which was completed in 1982.
(See “Maya Ying Lin,” a profile of the designer of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.)

The Vietnam Women's Memorial was dedicated in
1993. It is located a few yards from the main memorial
and consists of a sculpture that depicts three women,
including one who is caring for a soldier. More than

265,000 American women served during the Vietnam
Woar.

“By honoring women in military service during the
Vietnam era, the Vietnam Womens Memorial paved
the way for recognizing the many women who serve
in our armed forces today,” said Diane Carlson Evans,
founder and president of the Vietnam Women’s
Memorial Foundation, who served as an Army nurse in
the Vietnam War.

Today there are 23.2 million veterans in the United
States, according to the Census Bureau. Some 657,000
veterans died in 2008 — an average of 1,800 each day.
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four guide to attractions, culture and history within the 50 states of
~ the United States in chronological order of admiss:on to the Union®
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Visit the 50 States
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Admission of Union:  December 10, 1817
Capital: Jackson
Population: 2,951,996
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Mississippi

State Seal
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The State of Mississippi gets its name
from the Mississippi River, which, in turn,
takes its name from the Native American
Ojibwa tribe’s word misi-ziibi, meaning,
appropriately, “Great River.” ‘The river—
the longest in North America, and the
fourth-longest in the world—originates
in Minnesota and runs through or forms
the border of nine other American states.
So why, you may ask, does only one of

these states share its name with the river?
The answer lies in the Mississippi Delta,
the fertile floodplain at the river’s mouth
that defines the geography of much of the
state. While every other state along the
Mississippi River owes some degree of its
economic success to this wide, navigable
waterway, the currents of the State of
Mississippi’s history have been, for better
or for worse, defined by the river.

Known in the 19th century as “King
Cotton” for its importance to the economy
of the southern United States, the water-
hungry cotton plant once made Mississippi
one of the wealthiest states in the Union.
But that wealth came at a price; by 1860,
slaves of African descent comprised
over 55 percent of the state’s population.

State Flower:
Magnolia,
Coreopsis
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This 1950 ﬁ/e' photo shows American novelist
William Faulkner at his home in Rowan Qaks
near Osxford, Miss., in 1950. Faulkner wrote
detailed portraits of life in Mississippi’s fictional
Yoknapataupbn County, often using long, 'wiﬂ.ding
sentences in densely packed paragraphs. Now, newly
available recordings allow people to hear Faulkner’s
woice. (AP Photo, File)

Thus, following the election of anti-slavery
candidate Abraham Lincoln to the presidency,
Mississippi became the second state to secede
from the Union and join the Confederate
States of America, touching off the American
Civil War (1861 to 1865). The Mississippi
River would again prove pivotal in the fate
of the state when, on July 4, 1861, Union
forces under the command of General (and
future President) Ulysses S. Grant captured
the city of Vicksburg, cutting off one of the
Confederacy’s main economic and logistical

| lifelines.
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The riverboat Mississippi Queen arrives in St. Paul,
Minn., Saturday, July 3, 2004, along with other
riverboats as they complete the final leg of the 2004
Grand Excursion up the Mississippi River.

(AP Photo/Jim Mone)

Although granted full rights as citizens of the
United States, the former slaves of Mississippi
found themselves barred from voting in
elections by local officials, and struggled to
build successful family farms as the price of
cotton declined. They found some solace
in family, community, religion, and music.
The African and religious Gospel musical
traditions influenced the birth of a new,
uniquely American sound called “The Blues,”
with some of its most famous performers
hailing from the African-American farming
communities of the Mississippi Delta.
This “Delta Blues” style counts among its
performers the legendary Muddy Waters
and B.B. King, who would later influence the
rock ‘n’ roll musicians in the United States
and Great Britain during the 1950s and ‘60s,
including Tupelo, Mississippi’s own Elvis
Presley.

Mississippi has come a long way in the
decades since. It boasts a rich literary
tradition, counting famed playwright
Tennessee Williams and Nobel Prize laureate
William Faulkner,and, more recently, novelist
John Grisham among its native sons. The
University of Mississippi in Oxford, known
to its alumni as “OI' Miss,” is also a major
center of higher education, playing host to
the world’s first lung and heart transplants
in 1963 and 1964. Mississippl’s picturesque

~ Gulf Coast, although recently damaged by
an oil spill, is still a major tourist destination,
and Mississippi leads the U.S. in the farming
of catfish, a southern U.S. delicacy.
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US blues singer B.B. King perform: during his final farewell concert in Berlin on
Thursday, Sept. 7, 2006. (AP Photo/ Jan Bauer)
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Fmbassy facebook. Challenge
DEMOCRACY 't

Embassy Islamabad’s Facebook fans were asked to submit short statements
(100 words or less) that complete the phrase: “Democracy is...” We thank
all those who submitted entries. The Five Winners are...
Ammar Zafarullah, Wajibha Saeed, Agha Humza, Ghulam Yasin Sajid, Rana Umair
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Democracy is the voice of masses, it a formidable
force against extremism as it enjoys popular
support. The essence of democracy lies in its core
values of pluralism which allows voices of dissent
and protects the socially secluded and marginalized
segments of society. In Pakistan we are witnessing
a period of democratic evolution as the institutions
are perhaps not perfect but the road to progression
is chalked out. Our allies must support democracy as
it is the only viable option for eradicating terrorism
by empowering the notions of good governance and
participatory democracy!

Ammar Zafarullah

Democracy is when people armed with truth and
free from fear, are able to elect who governs them.
Democracy is the only way to achieve freedom.
Which is not to say that democracy guarantees
freedom: a democratically elected government
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Embassy facebook Challenge Winners

with too much power and not sufficient checks
and balances can deny freedoms. But only until the
next election; and so in democracy there is always
hope: not only do people get to decide; they get to
revise their decisions as they learn - democracy is
dynamic.

Wajiha Saeed

Democracy is the cornerstone of great nations;
citizens of which elect representatives that would
best serve their interests. In a democracy, suftrage
encourages pluralism whereby the majority rules
while ensuring the rights of the minority. It serves
to create public-private partnerships which are
espoused to strengthen governmental institutions
to provide quality public services and cater to the
voice of the citizen. Through Democracy, a system of
check and balance of power between the executive,
judicial and legislative bodies is created which will
be subject to public scrutiny and accountability to
protect and advocate the natural rights of a human
being.

Agha Humza

Democracy is a state of mind which depicts the
spirit of mutual respect & valuing the different
opinions in a group of people. Democratic values
should be inculcated in the minds of the individuals
to be practiced within any faction of people i.e. a
family, a community, a society, a country, a region
or the world as a whole. Democracy converts the
mobs into a civilized society. It is not a process to
choose the rulers but a tool that produces leaders. It
is not simply a way of governance but a system that
people own it.

Ghulam Yasin Sajid

Democracy is precious gem of civilized societies.
Its beauty lies in its own as it’s a form of government
that is made by the people for the people (elected
people). It’s the remedy to all problems. The only
problem with itis only thatit...grows with education
as we can sce the best democracy in countries like
United States of America, England and in India.
In democracy even in its worst form is better than
socialism and dictatorship. In democracy decisions
are taken not by the will of one person as in other
-forms of governments. In this way the chances of
errors are minimized as decisions are taken by the
consent and majority of the elected persons.

Rana Umair
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On the 26th of June 2010, seven young
Pakistanis  departed Benazir Bhutto
International Airport in Islamabad in order
to fly to Washington, D.C. We arrived to
Dulles Internationalairportin the afternoon
and then were driven to the Fairfax
Campus of George Mason University
in Virginia by a cheerful and welcoming
group of American mentors, who were to
take care of us for one month in the United
States. After reaching the campus, we were
escorted to President’s Park where we were
housed in a college dorm called Madison
along with other students from Tajikistan,
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan and also

ten American students.

The Benjamin Franklin Summer Institute
for Central and South Asia and the Institute
of Conflict Analysis and Resolution proved
to be an incredibly enriching experience for
me and the rest of the participants. The first
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Ben jamin Franklin Summer
Institute with Asia (BFSIA)

Summer 2010
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week started with classes on peace building,
mediation, conflict analysis, and American
government systems. The highlight of the
trip was a visit to U.S. President Thomas
Jefterson’s house in Charlottesville, Virginia
(Monticello).

As we were enjoying the “American
Experience,” it was quickly the 4th of
July. We spent the afternoon of America’s
birthday cooking meals from our own
respective countries and having a large
buffet for lunch. That evening we went to
watch a Potomac Nationals baseball game,
which ended with a breathtaking display of

fireworks.

Time flew by as every other day turned
out to be better and more promising than
the previous day. We took trips to many
interesting places like: the Air and Space
Museum, Capitol Hill, American Indian
Museum, the U.S. State Department and
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the World Bank. We learned something
new every day with classes on the Media,
lectures by important people, such as UN
Speaker Will Davis, and other interesting
activities that were both fun and enriching.

We eventually took a two day trip to New
York. From our trip to the United Nations,
the Rockefeller Tower, Hard Rock Café to
the ferry trip around New York, the lights
of Times Square and our night at the New
Jersey Sheraton Hotel, we were living the
dream!

'The sun rose over the dense vegetation of
George Mason University on July 24th,
2010. That day, we found parts of our
“family” leave, one by one. Tears, promises
to keep in touch, hugs and never ending
good byes dominated our last day in the
United States.

Samana Ali, BFSIA Alumni 2010
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Ask the

L

To have your visa gquestions answered by the Consul
General at the U.S. Embassy, Islamabad, please email:
infaoish@state.gav
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infoisb@state.gov :Q/LVJIZJ_LZ:’;;UV

(AP photo) T

o

Q: My visa was denied in Karachi, can I try again in
Islamabad?

A: You may reapply after a refusal at the Consular Section that
serves your consular district. In other words, if you live in Sindh
or Balochistan and qualify to apply for a visa in Karachi, you
must apply for a visa in Karachi. You cannot later reapply in
Islamabad. 'The consular officers closest to your residence are
likely to be more familiar with the educational institutions and
local industry, allowing you to make the best case for your visa
eligibility.

Additionally, our Embassy and Consulate have a recusal policy.
'This means that in the vast majority of cases, applicants who
reapply for a visa are interviewed by a different consular officer.

A final thing to keep in mind is that consular officers make visa
decisions according to United States law and the Immigration
and Nationality Act. We have all completed the same training
in Washington. Here in Pakistan we communicate with each
other about local conditions and trends so we can coordinate
effectively.

Q: How can I submit my question to the Consul?

A: To see your questions featured in the monthly “Ask the
Consul” column, please write to paknivinfo@state.gov with the
subject line “Ask the Consul.”

All questions about nonimmigrant visas in Karachi can be sent
to Karachivisaquery@state.gov.
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Published by the U.S. Embassy, Islamabad

WAL 10,52 Yol G siogs S B2

President Barack Obama meets

v team on Afghanistan and Pakistan in the Situation

Room of the White House, Oct. 20, 2010, (Official White House Phots by Pete Souza)

with bis national securit
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