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Editor’s Corner\

Dear Readers:

'The United States is committed to advancing greater
peace and prosperity for the people of Pakistan and
thereby forging a strong partnership between our
countries. During her most recent visit to Pakistan
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton got
a firsthand opportunity to hear from thirteen
different Working Groups which have been working
diligently since April on subjects that range from
water, energy, agriculture, democracy promotion and
security to name but a few. The lead story on this
important ongoing Strategic Dialogue reflects our
direct engagement with the people and leaders of
Pakistan.

There are a number of articles in this combined
July/August issue that will give a glimpse into U.S.
efforts to strengthen and broaden our relations with
Pakistan- from Ambassador Patterson leading a team
of Pakistani business leaders to the United States to
helping preserve this nation’s rich culture and history,
to assisting with agriculture and democracy.

'The article on American Independence Day (July
4th) and the unique music that goes with it and the
diversity which makes it so special is a window to
what we, as a people, are all about. Hope you enjoy
it.

Our highlighted State in our series ‘Visit the 50
States ‘ is Ohio, and regular features should make for
interesting reading too.

As always, thank you for your letters, suggestions
and insights.

Richard W. Snelsire
_ Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//islamabad.usembassy.gov
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| am regular reader of your magazine and delighted to
kinow of the role of America in enhancing cooperation
th the field of education, agriculture and social
sector. | am confident that people to people contact
will further warrow the wotion of trust deficit. The
efforts of your team are highly appreciable. | am
pleased. to read that 160 students from Pakistaw are
departing for USA for higher education. Pak-America
triendship has strengthened in the last one decade
specially the role the two countries are playing in
prowmoting peace in the region. | hope that relations
will strengthen further with the passage of time.

Tahir Igbal Jadoon,
islamabad

A few days back | had the opportunity to read
khabr-o-Nazar magazine at wy uncle’s home. |
found it immensely appealing as it encapsulates,
information regarding cooperation betweew our two
countries, and awareness about United States culture
and other interesting information. | hope that this

remarkable magazine can play a pivotal role in
developing a better image of the United States.

kihawaja Zeeshawn Mujtaba,

Multan.

| teach at the Institute of Languages and Arts in
Karachi. | receive the Kkhabr-o-Nazar magazine
reqularly. My students and | read this magazine
with a Lot of interest and discuss its contents with
one another. | hope that the kKhabr-o-Nazar can play
an important role bringing the peoples of the United
States and Pakistan closer.

Irum R. khan,
Karachi

[ read the Khabr-o-Nazar magazine for the first time
and found it very informative and interesting as it
conveys important information regarding relations
betweew the United States and Pakistan. The side-
by-side publication of the contents of this magazine
helps both the highly-educated and the ordinary.

Muammad Younis Khoso,
Sukkur
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| found Khhabr-o-Nazarvery informative as it has authentic

information about American society and politics and

US.-Pakistan relations. | want to give a suggestion that

in your regular series ‘Visit the 50 States, please include
the map of the state which would help the readers.

Hadiga Aamer,

(City wot mentioned)

khabr-o-Nazar is a very interesting and informative
magazine and being a voracious reader, | anxiously wait
for it every month. | hope that this magazine can play
a pivotal role in further strewgthewing the bilateral
relations of the United States and Pakistan. The article
on the World Earthh Days in the May issue of Khabr-o-
Nazar was very interesting.
Mussarat Muskaw,
Bahawalpur

kKhabr-o-Nazar provides very valuable information about
the financial assistance the United States gives to
improve various sectors of Pakistan’s economy, including
energy, defense, education and health. The enormous
US. ald for the victims of the October 2005 earthquake
in Pakistan is also worth mewntioning as it highlights
the friendly relations between the two countries. |
congratulate the entire Khabr-o-Nazar team for such an
interesting and informative magazine.
Sheikh Ghias Ahmed Siddiqui,
Attock
Kabr-o-Nazar is wot only a source of information for the
Pakistani masses, but is also playing an important role
to connect our citizens with the U.S. Embassy. n the
long run, | think, this initiative will help in removing
many misunderstandings that Pakistani masses have
about the United States. The May issue covered a wide
range of topics from the World Nuclear Summit to the
US.-funded development prajects underway in Pakistan
witich also tncluded the renovation and rehabilitation of
various shrines of renowned, saints.
Javed Igbal Baloch,
Islamabad,

| appreciate the valuable information being published, in
Khabr-o-Nazar. The jJune 2010 issue carried. valuable wews
pertaining to the grant of stipends to talented Pakistani
students for higher education in the United States. The
Orientation Workshop” for these fortunate studewts under
the aegis of the U.S. Educational Foundation before they
proceed. to America will help remove misunderstandings
between the American and the Pakistani masses.
[t would be wmost appropriate if the US. government
consider grants or stipends to seasoned Pakistani
Journalists to study in its educational institutes. It
would also help in further strengthening the friendly
ties between the two countries.

Sardar Muhammad Akhtar,

Faisalabad

Thawnk you for your suggestion. We do have such a program
for journalists-Ed.
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Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visited
Pakistan for two days, from July 18-19,
to participate in the ongoing U.S.-Pak
Strategic Dialogue on development and
security that got a boost from the newly
announced Pakistan-Afghanistan trade
deal. She led the U.S. delegation in the
second round of ministerial-level talks
meant to improve Pakistan’s management
of water, expand energy capacity and
address gender equity, just some of the 13
areas included in the Strategic Dialogue
which is a continuing process between
our two countries. The talks were aimed at
the larger U.S. goal of deepening ties with
Pakistan and its people. She also announced
an additional aid package worth $500
million for development projects, including
hospitals and new dams to resolve the
power crisis in Pakistan.
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Secretary Clinton held meetings with President
Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Syed Yousuf
Raza Gilani and discussed with them matters
relating to the Strategic Dialogue, bilateral
relations, the situation in the region, war against
terrorism, and mutual cooperation and assistance
to Pakistan. Clinton also witnessed the signing of
a transit trade agreement between Pakistan and
Afghanistan

Secretary Clinton interacted with Pakistanis from
all walks of life during a town-hall meeting in
Islamabad. Later she fielded a host of questions on
a variety of subjects during a lively TV interview
with a panel of Anchors and young journalists.
“These conversations are not just theoretical.
They affect the lives of people here and across this
country,” the secretary said, speaking at a town hall
meeting in Islamabad.”We want to try to solve
problems that have troubled our nations and our
relationship for decades. We want to contribute to
building an enduring peace and lasting prosperity
for Pakistan and this region. And we want to
expand opportunities so that every boy or girl
born in Pakistan has the chance to make the most
of his or her God-given potential,” she said.

The United States believes Pakistan can have avery
positive future, she said. “But in order to do so, you
have to invest in the most important capital there
is - the human capital, in the education and health
care and training and skills and employment of
the Pakistan people. And we're going to try do
everything we can to further that.”

Clinton told reporters following the U.S.-Pakistan
Strategic Dialogue thatthe projectsbeingdiscussed
reaffirm the United States’long-term commitment
to improve security, protect the Pakistani people,
help drive economic development, and strengthen
Pakistani democratic institutions. The assistance
also is designed to help end a legacy of mistrust,
she added.
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Ambassador Holbrooke Pledges Additional

~$11.1 Million in Humanitarian Assistance
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The Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan
Ambassador Richard Holbrooke has pledged an additional
$11.1 million in humanitarian assistance for Pakistanis
affected by the conflict in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province
and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas of Pakistan.
$4 million will be directed through the World Health
Organization for provision of life-saving health services,
including maternal, newborn, child healthcare and provision
of essential medicines and supplies to the affected people.
'This pledge helps to address pressing needs and acute funding
shortfalls in the health sector that threaten the delivery of
emergency assistance to millions of Pakistanis.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) will receive $4.1 million for camp coordination
and camp management, provision of emergency shelter and
non-food items, and protection activities in support of 1.4
million Pakistanis who remain displaced. The funds will also
assist host families who have sheltered nearly 90 percent of
displaced Pakistanis during the course of the conflict and
help almost 2 million Pakistanis who have returned home.
The remaining $3 million will go to the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for provision of food
and essential household items to displaced families and host
communities, and reunification of families separated by
the conflict, and in support of the Pakistan Red Crescent
Society.

The United States has contributed $173.9 million in
humanitarian assistance to Pakistan thus far in Fiscal Year
2010. ‘'The announcement of additional funding further
demonstrates the American people’s continuing support and
commitment to the people of Pakistan.
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United States Urges
Donors to Do More
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Ahead of Clinton’s visit, Special Representative
for Afghanistan and Pakistan Richard
Holbrooke urged international donors to
deliver on more of the pledges of assistance
to Pakistan that were made at the April 2009
Tokyo Donors’ Conference.

Speaking at a meeting of the Friends of
Democratic Pakistan (FODP) in Islamabad July
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U.S. Government Signature Energy Program for Pakistan
Phases 18 W —

17, Holbrooke noted that so far the international
community has disbursed or obligated $1.7 billion
of the $5.2 billion that was pledged. He urged
every donor nation to “aim to deliver additional
assistance” before an October 14-15 ministerial
conference that will be held in Brussels.

He said the United States has so far delivered $520
million of the $1 billion it has pledged for projects
to improve social support, health, education,
energy and water, adding, “We will deliver the
remainder as promised.”

Holbrooke welcomed the completion of a business
plan between the Asian Development Bank and
the Pakistani government to improve Pakistan’s
energy sector, and he endorsed recommendations
made in a bank report that call for a “systematic,
integrated approach to resolve the impediments
to Pakistan’s energy solvency phased over the next
three years.”

It will be important for the Pakistani government
to implement badly needed reforms, and for the
FODRP to help facilitate both public and private
international investment in the energy sector,
Holbrooke said.

“For the U.S., be assured that we will use this
framework you produced to orient our assistance
in energy,” he said.

He said the FODP also needs to continue
prioritizing the needs of people displaced or
dependent on external support in Pakistan’s
northwest, and he also urged the FODP to focus
on Pakistan’s water issues ahead of the Brussels
conference.

U.S. Government Signature
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Secretary Clinton’s Visit July 18, 2010

U.S.-Pakistan Strategic Dialogue at Work
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Embassy celebrates

July 4th B Fisd_sed Suzrtd B

The United States celebrates its Independence Day on July /J/)'JL//W(&)'J,-MJU)J’-Lt'lou/‘d)'/ l(;’fdl)i4u".f/i

4, a day of patriotic celebration and family events throughout
the country. In the words of Founding Father John Adams,
the holiday would be “the great anniversary festival. It ought
to be commemorated as the day of deliverance. ... It ought
to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games,
sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end
of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever
more.”

The Fourth of July holiday is a major civic occasion, with
roots deep in the American tradition of political freedom.
Each year crowds of visitors flock to the National Mall — the
grassy expanse between the U.S. Capitol and the Washington
Monument — for the Smithsonian Folk-life Festival, which
always takes place on two weekends overlapping the Fourth
of July holiday. This year’s festival celebrates Mexico, Asian-
Pacific-cAmerican culture, and the work of Smithsonian
researchers, curators and other specialists.

Throughout the United States, Fourth of July fireworks
displays are popular, from the spectacular exhibition on the
National Mall to more modest fireworks shows in city parks
across the land. In New York City, Macy’s department store
sponsors what it bills as the nation’s largest July 4 fireworks
display. This year the 30-minute show featured 40,000 shells
launched from six barges afloat in the Hudson River. Macy’s
estimates that more than 3 million will watch in person and
that millions more will see it on television.

“The Fourth”is a family celebration. Picnics and barbeques are
common. July is summer in the United States, and millions
of Americans escape the heat at beaches and other vacation
spots. Independence Day is not among the legal holidays fixed
on a Monday or Friday, but many employees use vacation time
to create an extended weekend.Construction of important
public works sometimes begins on July 4. The Erie Canal,
Washington Monument and Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
(the nation’s first) all broke ground on Independence Day. The
date reflects a desire symbolically to stamp these projects as
true civic improvements.

The Fourth of July is a time when elected officials and other

12 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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public figures often give speeches extolling American traditions
and values. Independence Day has provided some of our
nation’s most stirring words of freedom. In 1788, Founding
Father James Wilson addressed a Philadelphia gathering
that was possibly the largest July 4 celebration in the young
nation’s history. He exhorted his fellow citizens to ratify the
proposed Constitution. “A people, free and enlightened,” he
said, “establishing and ratifying a system of government ... A
WHOLE PEOPLE exercising its first and greatest power
-- performing an act of SOVEREIGNTY, ORIGINAL and
UNLIMITED.”

On July 4,1852, the black journalist and abolitionist Frederick
Douglass decried the evils of slavery, still prevalent in the
American South at that time, but identified forces “drawing
encouragement from the Declaration of Independence, the
great principles it contains, and the genius of American
Institutions in operation” that “must inevitably work the
downfall of slavery.”

Ninety years later, near the darkest moments of World War
II, President Franklin D. Roosevelt reminded the nation that
for the “weary, hungry, unequipped Army of the American
Revolution ... the Fourth of July was a tonic of hope and
inspiration. So is it now.... The tough, grim men who fight
for freedom in this dark hour take heart in its message ~-
the assurance of the right to liberty under God -- for all
peoples and races and groups and nations, everywhere in
the world.” Across the United States civic leaders echo these
words, and their audiences give thanks for the freedom and
liberties that the founding generation won for all Americans.
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Today we celebrate the 234th anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence and the beginning of I I e e I I e I I ‘ e
a great experiment, American democracy. In every corner
of our country, we recall the valor and vision of patriots
from Thirteen Colonies who declared independence from —
a powerful empire and gave birth to a new Nation. We .
gather in town centers and wave flags in parades not only ﬁ 2 0 1 0 6 ‘ ) py
e

to recall this history we share, but also to honor the vibrant

and enduring spirit of America established on this day. For
those gallant first Americans, such a Nation as ours may
have seemed like an unattainable dream. Their concept p )

was revolutionary: a government of, by, and for the people.
Yet, our Founders’ tenacity, resolve, and courage in the face

of seemingly impossible odds became the bedrock of our  {’ 'L‘J/r?J/'U,J/ulLd—j(”J/}ld_}’bf’)/d}’/ ’UU"/Cl

country.

That essence has permeated our land and inspired J‘f,uvuléug;w%«u:z_fg_[‘[.ﬂ,u‘_fgc‘./m)’vq,zm

generations of Americans to explore, discover,and redefine ({1} T et F (15 U)";DUTZ-/ﬁu"/w@’/'[u?.ﬂ/»/ﬂd)/ziﬁ
the outer reaches of our infinite potential. It has become § ’

the foundation of the American dream. This dream has Li’-t’&k/_‘?&j)””r’fﬂ-y(ﬁ-(}&VgC)J'/"gUw’KL/VVL’
not come without tremendous cost. From the farmers and -J/:(?C/U'-u_? Lﬁé{’;ytiwé{z:‘u}iﬁb‘zuﬁ}/ﬁ’uﬁi

tradesmen who served in militias during our American

Revolution to the present day women and men protecting Z_//,jt-d”:fq!udl,/'U/,IJ}'JJ/LQugz_ﬁjt')gd/.z;/t'f}i‘d;l
our Nation around the world, the sacrifices of our Armed ’

Forces have been extraordinary. U:’ﬁ”(r;‘-{/"é L U’Zg/'ﬂyfél”dﬁ{"-d”féw{.d’u sz’.”?u.?
Today we pay tribute toour service members,many of whom (5 L @ 31512 Kuf_[ﬁujupft//f;ﬁ;&&*l} LILity
have paid the ultimate sacrifice. We also acknowledge the ;

contributions and sacrifices of their loving families. It is rL;U"Q”U&(J(G/LL;Jf’f’?/"""”/ﬁd/f'/""y’gd/r’/ﬁ‘rgK“-"”G
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(AP Photo)

Day, 2010

their heroism that has paved the remarkable path of freedom’s
march. Just as this day serves as a reminder of the immeasurable
bravery of those who have made America what it is today, it also
renews in us the solemn duty we share to ensure our Nation
lives up to its promise. We must not simply commemorate the
work begun over two and a quarter centuries ago; we are called
to join together, hoist their mantle upon our shoulders, and
carry that spirit of service into tomorrow.

America again faces a daunting set of challenges, yet our
history shows these are not insurmountable. We need only to
draw upon the perseverance of those before us -- our Founders
who declared and fought for their ideals; our ancestors who
emigrated here and struggled to build a better future for their
children; and our ploneers and entrepreneurs who blazed
trails that have continually expanded our horizons. Their spirit
-- our spirit -- will guide our Nation now and in our bright
future. On our Nation’s birthday, may we come together in the
enduring spirit of America to begin that work anew. I wish you
all the best for a happy Fourth of July.

May God Bless all those who serve, and may God Bless the
United States of America.

BARACK OBAMA
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UNIQUE MUSIC OF JULY 4TH
REFLECT NATION’'S DIVERSITY

(G ) o ) il g o G et o o 20 4

Patriotic songs that have
become staples of US.
Independence Day celebrations
reflect our nation’s history and
the contributions ofimmigrants
to the country’s diverse culture.

John Philip Sousa

At its July 4th concerts, the
Marine Corps Band includes
“music that represents the full
spectrum” of U.S. songwriting
talent, says Master Gunnery
Sergeant Mike Ressler of the
Marine Corps Band Library.
“Often when the band is
appearing at the White House,
we're accompanied by a jazz
combo that performs music
that’s more contemporary. At
the same time, there are some
pieces we play, featuring fife
and drums, that evoke the
[U.S.] Colonial era.”

Outdoor evening concerts
usually are followed by
fireworks. For Americans, strains of John Philip Sousa’s “The
Stars and Stripes Forever” or George M. Cohan’s “Yankee
Doodle Dandy” evoke July 4 memories.

“The Star-Spangled Banner” (written in 1814 by lawyer/poet
Francis Scott Key and declared the national anthem in 1931)
is invariably played on Independence Day. The song’s rousing
refrain recalls the early struggles of a nation. Less than two
decades after the debut of “The Star-Spangled Banner,” the
Reverend Samuel Francis Smith wrote the lyrics to “My
Country, ‘Tis of Thee” (adapted from the British national
anthem “God Save the Queen”), which became a patriotic
staple.

In the late 19th century, classics of the Civil War era were
added to the national repertoire, notably “Battle Cry of
Freedom” and “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

“America the Beautiful” appeared as a poem in 1895, written
by Katharine Lee Bates, a professor at Wellesley College. In
the early 1900s, it was set to music by Samuel A. Ward and
achieved national popularity.

According to John Edward Hasse, curator of American
music at the Smithsonian Institution, the nation’s stock of
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patriotic music grew significantly during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. Hasse says that Sousa (1854-1932),
an American composer and son of a Bavarian mother and
Portuguese father who immigrated to the United States,
authored the most famous marches in the U.S. musical
canon. Sousas marches include “The Stars and Stripes
Forever” and “Semper Fidelis” which takes its title from the

Latin motto of the U.S. Marine Corps (“always faithful”).
Hasse cited Cohan (1878-1942) as another songwriter who

left a major imprint on the nation’s musical heritage. Cohan,
of Irish descent, was the son of stage performers who taught

L7 2 P g rssh oy e d_(1854-193Dbrslirs
The Star and”’Uz /- uj}ufufc L LoAié ngf
Semper -¢ MY d/uy“’d..' “Semper Fidelis”s“Stripes Forever
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him to dance and sing. He authored a
Broadway hit in 1904: the show Little
Johnny Jones, which included his song
“Yankee Doodle Boy” (better known
as “Yankee Doodle Dandy”). Other
Cohan hits include “Youre a Grand
Old Flag,” “I Want to Hear a Yankee
Doodle Tune,” and the popular World
War I song “Over There.”

Hasse said Irving Berlin (1888-
1989), an immigrant from what now
is Belarus, expanded the nation’s
musical repertoire with “God Bless
America.” The song achieved “instant
classic” status when sung by Kate
Smith during a 1938 Armistice Day
(commemorating the end of World

War I) radio broadcast.

“God Bless America” is standard &
fare on July 4th, but it is not without
its competitors. Woody Guthrie’s
“This Land Is Your Land” (1940) was
“written as a response to ‘God Bless America,’as a folk song.
“The [musical] canon evolves slowly,” Hasse said. Big-band
swing music of the 1940s, popularized by the Glenn Miller
Band, is played at many Independence Day concerts. So
too are Neil Diamond’s 1980 hit “Coming to America,”
which celebrates immigration to the United States, and
Lee Greenwood’s 1983 country-western hit “God Bless
the USA.”

Ressler described the patriotic standards performed by
Marine Corps musicians, naming several of the classics
that Hasse cited. But composers like Leonard Bernstein
and Aaron Copland introduced “big changes to the nation’s
patriotic music,” he said. “We'll perform symphonic
dances from [Bernstein’s 1957 Broadway musical] ‘West
Side Story,” which has almost achieved the status of a folk
opera.”

The Sousa marches are reliable crowd-pleasers. “There’s no
one piece that captures the 4th of July spirit better than
‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ -~ it’s very dramatic and exciting
at the finale,” he said. “We almost always conclude our
concerts with it, not only because it’s a great piece of music,
but also because of the energy that we get back from the
audience.”

(AP Photo)
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U.S. & Pakistan Establish
Institute for Parliamentary Services (PIPS)
= ULl
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The U.S. Deputy Chief
of Mission Gerald

M. Feierstein and
Pakistan’s National
Assembly Speaker Dr.
Fehmida Mirza are
being given briefing
on the Institute of
parliamentary Services
(PIPS) in Islamabad.
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'The Speaker of the National Assembly Dr. Fehmida Mirza
and US. Deputy Chief of Mission Gerald M. Feierstein
commemorated the official launch of construction for the
new home of the Pakistan Institute for Parliamentary Services
(PIPS). The Rs. 793 million project funded by the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID), will serve as an
independent research and training center for all of Pakistan’s
legislative branches.

“This is a momentous occasion in the parliamentary history of
Pakistan,” said Speaker Mirza. “This is part of our continuing
efforts to make parliament strong and effective. The institute
will provide exclusive research, analysis, and briefings for
parliamentarians on public policy and legislative issues.”

The four-floor, 55,000 sq. ft. state of the art facility will hold
offices, seminar rooms, a library, and an auditorium. The institute
will support PIPS professional development and orientation
programs for parliamentarians and staff, data collection and
assist parliamentarians. It will also conduct independent research
on topical issues.

“This facility is a symbol of Pakistan’s commitment to responsive,
accountable governance and a bridge between the legislatures in
Pakistan and the experience of parliamentary institutes around
the world,” Mr. Fejerstein said. “This bridge can lead to diverse
experiences for Pakistani legislators and open up new avenues
for strengthening relationships between Pakistan and the
community of democracies.”
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Ambassador |
Patterson Leads
Investment Mission

Calls on U.S. Business to
Expand Pakistani Partnerships
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Ambassador Anne W. Patterson and Minister of State for
Investment Saleem H. Mandviwalla led the third delegation of
Pakistani business leaders to the U.S. as part of the Pakistan
Business Ambassadors Program. Launched by the U.S. Embassy
and the Pakistan Board of Investment (BOI) in April 2009, the
program seeks to highlight Pakistan's successful business leaders
and stimulate trade and investment opportunities between the
two countries

"Economic growth and political stability are inextricably linked
and the United States is committed to supporting the BOI in
its initiatives to foster private sector growth and create jobs,"
said Ambassador Patterson. "For the U.S. specifically, Pakistan
represents a vast market with a formidable entrepreneurial class
and we are leveraging this exceptional group of busincss leaders
to highlight existing and potential market opportunities for
partnership and collaboration."

During their visit to New York City and Boston, delegates met
with U.S. business leaders and media to promote understanding
of Pakistan and its economy. ‘The delegation represented a
diverse range of sectors including energy, power, private equity,
banking, airlines, infrastructure, and consumer goods and
services. Members included Shahid Khagan Abbasi, Chairman
and CEO Airblue, Ghouse Akbar, Group Director, Akbar
Group Nadeem Babar CEO, Orient Power Company Limited
Razak Dawood, Chairman Descon Engineering, Sima Kamil,
Head - Corporate & Investment Banking, Habib Bank Limited
and Ali Jahangir Siddiqui, Managing Partner JS Private Equity
Fund.

"The strength of Pakistan's economy is driven by 180 million
people whose constant demand is fueling Pakistan's economy,
projected to grow by 4.1 percent in the fiscal year ending in
June," remarked Minister Mandviwalla. "More than 700
multinationals currently have a presence in Pakistan and the
investment landscape is even more attractive when investors see
past the headlines and focus on the bottom line potential” he

added.
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U.S. Protects
Archeological Site

Jinnan Wali Dheri in Taxila
Sl
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| IhL U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Alind Romanowski, spe: lkm;jIr at the inaugural ceremony of the Jinnan Wali I)lu i archeological site near Taxila, |
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In a ceremony held on July 1 near Taxila, the Ministry ¢ ey G AR K Rl Sk L T
of Culture’s Additional Secretary S. M. Tahir and US. uﬁl’” Pt J/ adi o U J/‘) Hb il

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Alina Romanowski _gu:iﬂ(,{p/l&lz:d/g;di,utquf%/’._‘g._{)%: U»/gfdl)i‘fé_

inaugurated the Jinnan Wali Dheri archeological site. The o2 A e e =
event marked the official public opening of the site, which e Lfd(d/ﬂ”‘d— J/J‘J—’;‘J—Ll”f/p/’b@u&”ff’wéjbu"t’-}d

was partially funded by the U.S. Ambassadors Fund for -féﬁ/ﬂl}cf'bl;ﬁéUWJ/’LE&;ZZ:/;C&@//)’U;ZZJ_

Cultural Preservation.
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commitment to help Pakistan preserve its rich past,” said J/vai';/ﬂu)..:;wéﬁ_wﬁ}(ﬂ,uwﬁutfta_rff/f;zi s
Deputy Assistant Secretary Romanowski. - = o

‘The Jinnan Wali Dheri site, a Buddhist Monastic complex *U-UK‘LF'/

“This project and others like it demonstrate America’s
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forming part of the series of the remains of the Gandhara
civilization, was discovered during archaeological
excavations in the Taxila district. It is one of the best-
preserved Buddhist monastic complexes in the Taxila
valley.

The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad provided two grants from
the U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation
totaling over US $73,000 to assist in the restoration of the
complex.

In 2001 the United States Congress established the U.S.
Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation to provide
direct support to projects in developing countries. Since
then, the Ambassadors Fund has supported more than
640 projects worldwide, totaling more than $26 million.
Beginning in 2001 the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad has
worked with partners in the Pakistani federal and provincial
governments on 16 projects throughout the country. These
projects are a true collaboration with our Pakistani partners
taking the lead in site selection, technical expertise, and
project management.
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Wor(d Enuironment Day Oserued
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'The Public Affairs section of the Embassy
in partnership with the Pakistan-United
States Alumni Network invited 280
students, teachers, principals and alumni of
different exchange programs from across
Pakistan to celebrate World Environment

Day at the National Library of Pakistan.

Participants from different educational
exchange groups networked and shared
their common experiences and discussed
the important issue of Environment and
its impact.

Alumni groups also shared their talent
and work before their peers. Speeches
poems and skits on the Environment were
presented while three YES Alumni shared
their success stories and videos about their
environmental projects across the country.
They appreciated the help and assistance
the U.S. is providing in this regard.

Addressing the gathering Mr. Dilawar
Khan, Senior Cultural Affairs Specialist

emphasized the need for the continuation
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students in more than 70 countries have
participated.

The Youth Exchange and Study (YES)
Program is funded by the US Department
of State-Bureau of Cultural Affairs. It
gives secondary school students in many
countries a new opportunity to study
at American high schools and live with
American host families for one academic
year.
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U.S. Embassy’s Dilawar
Khan speaking on
the occassion
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Pakistani flair hit the runway at “Pakistan Handmade,”
a U.S.-sponsored international fashion show and trade
exhibition designed to help Pakistani artisans reach
Western markets.

Held over two days in late June, the extravaganza was the
culmination of US initiatives to help women business-
owners in Multan, Karachi, Islamabad, and Lahore build
and expand their businesses through export sales. It
also assisted home-bound designers all over the country,
including rural areas.

U.S. Ambassador Anne W. Patterson opened the event,
highlighting U.S. support for Pakistani industries.
“This event is more than a fashion show,” Ambassador
Patterson said. “It is also an opportunity to support
women entrepreneurs in Pakistan and to introduce them
to international buyers.”

During the exhibition, nearly 40 artisans, businesses and
handicrafts cooperatives showcased their products for
international buyers, including 14 major U.S. wholesale
buyers. In preparation for the show, USAID provided
months of training and one-on-one assistance to 25
businesses covering product development, costing and
pricing, communications, and the customer relations skills
required to create internationally competitive firms.

The fashions on display showcased the  exquisite
embroidery and garment embellishment skills in local
traditional styles and techniques that have been passed
down from generation to generation in Pakistan. Yet due to
their limited mobility, women artisans have had to accept
low compensation for their products at local markets or
through sales to intermediaries who buy low and profit
from resale in higher-value urban markets.
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‘The gala fashion show focused on designers who have already
achieved a measure of success and are looking to expand into
~ international markets, but the assistance of the U.S. covers
the entire spectrum of the garments industry in Pakistan.
Also reaches out to village artisans, supporting these women
entrepreneurs to expose them to markets and ensure they
receive fair profits for their painstakingly elaborate creations.

For more than a decade, Kaarvan Crafts Foundation has
worked with women in rural communities to strengthen
their skills and business capacities. Today, the project links
more than 5,000 artisan producers of hand-embellished
fabric with retail shops and wholesalers. In partnership with
U.S., Kaarvan takes the process a step further by assisting
producers to directly access end customers with finished
product and increase their profit exponentially.

U.S. Supports

Female Entrepreneurs to
Create Fabulous Fashions
e
=laSaSypal ShS 1S
“nigleaSygpligeils cm

Qoo “GrlyS] g”fu&/@,!fd I e L I TPl
g P J;t_f",:,u‘—gfi"m_é@/ Ul atrSus kel AV
LBnat i S Qlabuy i §PAE Pl unen S| S,
A N

L o suHRY 2 VSl Kt I niE P
L 1B26Em b\ TG LSS ey a5 K P E L f KU oy
Sesspeor S Man e sersfio e tnbe b
U 1 Uik 2 f G omseie s s L 2.
_ugaz? AN SN I

S b L L3l e nZ SUGKEE ofankio) L 1s
2 b’w.;.?’»-uf?ﬂ\_ﬁu“’.,; y IVl uﬁl_dlj‘ﬁ;{ &%
e Ul SG1NEn St b S Pz Sue | e
'i.uf-‘n

Giadepd UL )wmuz‘ﬁbtﬁu»mtokﬁw Fu
UG 1481t U P AL L Usts 30 o9
AT MR L Lk §F ety ot S SO
St B0 8 Sl Sl st s U B 258 e/l
ESip - Lol e el it Sfiom i i
B nnfR L Sigeoio§b BTNl L A6
WL Pt 5 bl e LIS Frmern o2
s o2 Eln 56 SetesiSustine Pi Jei A7

Khabr-0-Nazar ‘ 25



ravVa)

BRI

To bridge the gap between artisans and consumers,
the partnership facilitated development of a brand,

‘Threadworks, which represents the best quality
craftsmanship the artisans can provide to supply higher
value markets both domestically and internationally
with their products. Threadworks was one of the
brands featured at the Pakistan Handmade show and
exhibition, and the brand was received enthusiastically
by the international buyers in attendance.

“Through Threadworks, we have learned so much about
new designs that potential customers like,”said Ms. Abida
Ashraf, a female sale agent representing embellishers
from the village of Dera Masti in Bahawalpur, in cast-
central Punjab.

'The U.S. works in partnership with Pakistani institutions
to strengthen each element of the fashion and textiles
industry in the country: supporting livelihoods for rural
populations while working to increase large-scale sales
and exports to strengthen the entire economy of the
nation.

In their journey toward international success, women
garment-makers in Pakistan have overcome social and
cultural restrictions to develop their product collections
and expand their businesses, standing out as examples
of the significant contribution female entrepreneurs can
make to the economy of Pakistan and the lives of its
people.
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\Women Empowerment:

Hussan Bano Burki
Wing the Exxon-Mohile

S bgS e
Pl S

Ghallenge Grant o =»ssbems

Ms. Hussan Bano Burki, a Pakistani woman won the 2010 Exxon-
Mobile Challenge Grant of the Fortune 100 / State Department
Global Women Leaders Mentorship Program. This grant aims at
encouraging low-income women to access formal savings services,
and to enhance their knowledge about the prevailing financial
system. Ms. Burki is the first ever Pakistani woman who won the
honor of the U.S. State Department’s Global Women's Mentoring
Partnership Alumna this year.

The Exxon Mobile Challenge Grant s a competitive grant accessible
to the participants of the Fortune 100 / State Department Global
Women Leaders Mentorship Program to allow women participants
demonstrate their leadership skills.

'The Fortune / U.S State Department’s Global Women's Mentoring
Partnership was initiated in 2005 and is a competitive program
through which approximately 30 women potential leaders are
selected as participants worldwide. Each participant is paired
with a woman leader from one of the Fortune 100 companies
for a mutually beneficial experience of broadening networks and
unraveling “leadership”.

Ms. Hussan-Bano Burki is the first woman potential leader ever
selected from Pakistan. She was selected for this Program in 2010.
During the program, she was mentored by Beth Brooke, Vice
Chair, Ernst & Young for three weeks. As part of the program, she
competed for the Exxon Mobile Challenge Grant by developing a

project for the economic empowerment of women.

Ms. Burki’s project, titled “Increasing Women’s Access to Formal
Savings Services.”is a one-year project. The objective is to increase
the number of low-income women with savings account with
tormal, regulated financial institutions, and to enhance women’s
awareness and understanding of various formal savings products
and regulated institutions providing those services, to build
women’s capacity to conduct transactions on their savings accounts

independently and confidently.
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Muslim-American rappers Abdul Malik,
Joshua Salaam and Naeem Muhammad

of Native Deen perform in Jo:
(Photo courtesy of Native Deen) "s Im-
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Native Deen hip-hop group
W energizes Palestinian
"1. youth in Jerusalem
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When the group ‘Native Deen’ took their hip-hop music to 5 _ s 2
Jerusalem the group of Muslim-American rappers was moved -f/"-f‘?‘% b.,*’id:fl/’.(é—(Nat'Ve Deen ¢/ % 7’/£U’/K’g~:,4.jd“{/’fl/
deeply by the holiness ofth.e place and the energy of the hundreds u;'ﬁ)d?‘buﬁ/@/ﬂ«fﬁi fp’{‘?"/‘:’ Kuyl{)g%/-%/:lﬁfﬂj'c;lé/ié

of teens who attended their concerts. Yet nothing came close to ) d

the connection the performers felt to their faith during their g3/ ?,/d..o_&ﬁu.f uﬁdeﬁ/yJulé_ Uy St e 38 O93 L
Middle East trip. A eyl gafliin , ’

« » e . ) e A b ) L(f/}d/d.u/'ﬁu/c/./c.—;ﬁz_ld/u!uLn)'CﬂuL)aqcaLf
Deen”is the Arabic word for “religion,” or way of life. g 1 ’
“Icould feelitin the stone and the rocks,”said Naeem Muhammad <JJ/C)!/,;£¢/,;'%J

of Native Deen, a Muslim-American hip-hop group based near LI ; i = ! el
Washington that has a strong following in the United Kingdom Ku’-:"[/’rl/‘?"/ L2 Lo ol L U KOS

and the United States. u:Jw:j(}KL.,«:/(Jlu:.&//bﬂc:U:/.-gu:f../”ﬁgj:é’};}:ﬁﬂ‘a.,«}/;«‘L-;f
“Our music inspires Muslims to be better Muslims, but it also

gives other people a better view of our faith,” Joshua Salaam said u:,’:ti'(cé—’iégj”é"é&u;”é'j('ﬁg’g"gé‘?"/‘ﬂ‘%’ﬁf/t’?

in an interview. ‘:QV/J:&%VJQJ’Q’UAJU)C;AU!/%
The rhythm is there, and the beat is contemporary. But the iy , s B ., E ; X ;s ’
heart of inspirational hip-hop music is in the powerful rap lyrics ul}"/f fu’)u’/b’/ Ut -Q{d:z’!/ '...ggruﬂ’rﬁ/bul._gé ""?d/
coaxing listeners to live better lives and be better people. “_LG ,Mu*é’/},b/’v(fwdgjhffuﬂgf,,jé(5 )J}‘JL

Native Deen traveled to Turkey, Dubai, the Palestinian ¢
Territories and Isracl on behalf of the U.S. Department of State, A est d’) /}’\bu@u deJ’JOC- (}YJL/J’ Ld//u,uau" d'/y‘u‘lyd;

incorporating the teachings of Islam into songs about respect Jj_ Lo // J > u"z__,._,i/d/&up!ﬂ/,lLUdﬂu‘ufj)dlfgyv
and humanity. At all the concerts, the performers were greeted .

like “American superstars,” they said. In Dubai, Native Deen 7’/ J/l’féj/'fu"gé/”«f’ Lf(l’/”KJ/'/"i—W - 'O’"J/
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won a Mahabba Award at an event showcasing musicians,
artists and filmmakers inspired to spread Islam through art.

'The group, founded in 2000, is known for its positive energy,
use of traditional percussion and lyrics focused on tolerance
and the teachings of Islam.

“We use the Quran as a source of guidance for us when we
write our songs,” said Abdul Malik. “We use the morals
and guidelines that we find in the Quran to teach people
and to guide people.” This means that the beat, or rhythm,
comes second, according to Salaam. The lyrics are the most
important aspect of the song, so in Native Deen’s sound, the
rap is always in front of the percussion.

The group’s members met when they were in their early
teens in Muslim Youth of North America (MYNA) camps,
most often in Ohio, where only percussion instruments
were allowed because some Muslims believe that wind and
string instruments should be avoided in Islam. Influenced
by African-American culture, Salaam, Muhammad and
Malik used “beatboxing,” or vocal percussion, and tapping
on lunchroom tables to develop with their friends the first
Muslim hip-hop sounds that came to be known as MYNA
rap. All three Native Deen members can be heard on the
MYNA Raps recordings of the early 1990s, but by 2000,
Native Deen had set out on its own to record and perform
inspirational and spiritual hip-hop.

In the Palestinian Territories and Jerusalem, Native Deen
received positive feedback from young people attending
the concerts who were impressed that the group uses live
drums and percussion instead of electronic tracks. “We take
homegrown instruments and make them work,” Salaam
said. “[Audiences] might have anti-American sentiment,”
Muhammad said. “But they believe in democracy, and they
saw us as Muslims who are able to live in America and
practice our faith. We got very positive feedback.”

Salaam, who served in the U.S. military in the Air Force,
hopes the group will continue to travel internationally
because he sees hip-hop as a way to open doors and to
encourage religious tolerance and respect.

‘The rappers performed three concerts in the West Bank,
including Al-Quds University in Abu Deis, a village near
Jerusalem, in Hebron and Jericho. Prior to arriving in the
Middle East, Native Deen gave sold-out concerts at the
Royal Armouries in Leeds and at the U.S. Chancery in
London during the U.K.-wide Festival of Muslim Cultures.

Hip-hop began in the United States 30 years ago in the
South Bronx, a borough of New York City. Using turntables
to spin old, worn records, teens began to talk over music,
mostly on the streets and in basements in what were called
block parties, creating an entirely new music genre and dance
form. This “talking over,” or MCing (rapping) or DJing

(audio mixing or scratching), became the essence of rap.
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Capital: Columbus

Population: 11,542,645 11,542,645 (LT
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Welcome to Ohio, birthplace of several U.S. presidents,
birthplace of the first professional baseball team, and
birthplace of that all-American favorite, the hot dog! The
state of Ohio is named after the Ohio River. Ohio is the
name that the Iroquois Indians used when referring to
the river and means “large” or “beautiful river.”

Ohio grew into a highly industrialized state in large part
due to its geography. With ports along Lake Erie, major
rivers, and rolling plains, Ohio was perfectly situated to
grow as America grew, and to provide what America (and
the world) needed.

Ohio’s industrial might has encompassed steel,
automobiles, rubber products, chemicals, machine tools,
and building materials. The state is also the eastern end of
the corn and meat belts, with agriculture contributing to
Ohio’s economic strength. Since its construction in 1995
in Cleveland, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame has been
welcoming visitors from all over the world to explore the
legends, roots, and history of rock music.

Also called the Buckeye State because of an abundance
of buckeye trees in Ohio gave root to the term buck’s eye;
this is what the fruit, or nut, of the buckeye tree is said
to resemble. The buckeye’s association with Ohio dates
back to 1788, but may have been fixed forever in Ohio
history during the election of William Henry Harrison
as President of the United States in 1840.

The Ohio State Flag, adopted in 1902, displays a white
circle with a red center, representing the “O” in Ohio
and the Ohio “Buckeye.” In 1953, the Ohio Buckeye was
made the official State Tree of Ohio.

“Mother of Presidents”is sometimes used to refer to Ohio.
Seven United States Presidents were born in Ohio. They
are Ulysses Simpson Grant (Point Pleasant), Rutherford
Bichard Hayes (Delaware, OH), James Abram Garfield
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(near Orange), Benjamin Harrison (North Bend),
William McKinley (Niles), William Howard
Taft (Cincinnati), and Warren Gamaliel Harding
(Corsica, now Blooming Grove). William Henry
Harrison, born in Virginia but settled in Ohio, is
also claimed as one of Ohio’s own.

One of the first men to fly, Orville Wright, was
born in Ohio. The first American to orbit the
earth, John Glenn, was born in Ohio. The first man
to walk on the moon, Neil Armstrong was born
in Ohio.

Ohio is known for its colleges and universities,
their championship athletic teams, and of course,
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Potential Ohio

. &:»/d/}fp’ d?_u’?&»/}’ﬂj.;uf J>‘L (f(,’“l}i

vacation destinations are numerous, including the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland and the
world renowned Cincinnati Zoo.

The State of Ohio is the 7th most populous in
the United States with 11.5 million ‘Buckeyes’
calling this Midwest area home. Ohio is a big state
of rolling hills and plains, including the Allegheny
Plateau dotted with frequent lakes and rivers.
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Known as the gateway to the Midwest, the northern ,y},‘ggﬁo?u/gl}/lf}:q(&{jeﬁlmtbf_‘gl;"]'/-'}
Ohio border is at Lake Erie and the southern is along X N o b
the Ohio River with Kentucky. The states of Indiana ”?’”U-.L"'-'-Id‘/' g% JJ&UV-"{’{;L 14 Lﬂf/{ﬁ‘:’/
and Michigan.a.rc to thc. West, with Pennsylvania Jﬁuufudgkﬂgdj’ﬂ'L!’d"/':)“bﬁﬂ'/ﬁ"d:U’-UT
and West Virginia bordering the East. = =

The state has several large metropolitan areas, -
with the Capital City of Columbus the largest by
population. Cleveland, Cincinnati, Toledo, and
Akron follow closely behind. Akron is home to
the famous Goodyear Tire Company and Toledo is
known as the Glass City related to its long history in
that industry with Owens Corning, Owens-Illinois,
and Libbey Glass calling the city home.

The Ohio River town of Cincinnati is home to
the world famous Cincinnati Orchestra, the largest
amusement park in the Midwest, Paramount
Kings Isle, and the first baseball team in the USA,
the Cincinnati Reds.The All-American city of
Cleveland is famous for its Blues roots, Rock &
Roll Hall of Fame and the West Side Market, which
has been doing business since the early 1800’s. The
Economist listed Cleveland, Ohio as the best city
for business conferences in the United States, as well
as tied with Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania as ‘the most
livable city in the U.S.’

But.... it’s the Buckeye State’s small towns, family
farms and hard working people that remain the
cornerstone of its very bright future.
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Helping the people of Pakistan

O (58 (i e S

~ USAID Helps introduce

 new varieties and techniques
" to support local farmers

AP suSHiRY
_ e Mot & el 2251
Kharipur: On a sultry afternoon, Abdul Karim sits ,)tuflé.f{ ,;Jl,:,vu.‘)l;upﬁ/ﬂlyj,lé-_ﬁ,ﬂ._,)/rf;}, J! :/‘;'2

under a makeshift shelter packing freshly picked ] 7 3 ]
strawberries grown in an adjacent field. He carefully §Uz!> e vl Uiyt FdIt = d"/ﬁ%&//}kdd’.’»"rui'/ﬁ'/b’ ;

weighs and grades the juicy red fruit spread out in front m ; T AT 4 oo U3 .
of him before packing the berries in small plastic and Vs “._t./dM"wJu e u"v”"‘;gfg .

cardboard boxes. ety Mg Jd/:l/‘flu;lﬁf_g"_ t'/,&kduﬁL)‘.’:L;{L Z/;I_J.{/U;
Karim, who has tended the plants throughout their " J{ Wi (P J Jug 5 J JAJ U e i e g

growing season, looks visibly pleased with the produce.
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“Cultivating strawberries is hard work,” he said, pointing to
a load lying in the sun ready for boxing, “but once they’re
off to see the world, it’s all worth it.”

Located in the southern province of Sindh, Kharipur is
one of the top strawberry-producing locations in Pakistan.
The region’s climate is ideal for growing the berries and
hold tremendous income potential for local farmers.

Strawberries were introduced to the region in 2004 after
disease ravaged the traditional banana crop and have since
remained its primary crop. But owing to out-of-date
methods of cultivation and poor post-harvest management,
Sindhi farmers have been unable to cultivate export-quality
strawberries outside the country, and take advantage of
a crop with a much higher earning potential than most
fruits exported out of Pakistan. Strawberries are in demand
around the world all year.

Sindh’s subtropical, semi-arid climate affords its farmers
the chance to harvest the berries off-season, which makes
their prices yet more competitive in the multi-million
dollar international strawberry market.

Aware of the strawberry’s potential, the Competitiveness
Support Fund (CSF), a joint initiative of the Pakistani
government and the United States saw an opportunity to
help farmers and boost the economic growth of the region
with the production of such a marketable commodity.

A pilot program of the Sindh provincial government with
technical support from USAID is working with several
dozen farmers to modernize their agricultural production
chain, and strengthen market linkages between small-
scale farmers, large-scale food producers, and exporters to
substantially increase agricultural incomes.

Demonstrations were given to local farmers on modern
farming techniques like high-efficiency drip irrigation,
as well as post-harvest handling such as proper cooling,
storage and packaging of the fragile berries.

The program successfully introduced two new varieties of
strawberries, the Festival and Sweet Charlie, which bear
fruit earlier after planting and are available in January
rather than March, making them highly attractive to export
markets. The new varieties are also tolerant to heat and sell
well internationally because of their firmness and size.

“They sell like hot cakes,” says Khan Muhammad Ujjan, a
local farmer in the area. “Now that we have adopted these
new techniques, we hope to do even better next time.”

The program yielded approximately 2,000 pounds in two
and a half months in the peak season. After being grown
and distributed locally, the berries have been sent as samples
to Dubaj and Oman to establish export markets.
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Payback: Reaping the Rewards

of Innovation

Editors:

James P. Andrew, Harold L. Sirkin
and John Butman

Publisher:

Harvard Business Press. 2007

Pa ges:

228
ISBN 1422103137

JABLES P. ANDREW
HAROLD L. SIRKIN

Description:

There’s a belief that innovation is about great ideas, but
in the business context, it’s also about bringing a great
idea to market, and how to maximize the payback on
the investment made in the idea.

The authors, consultants with extensive experience
assisting  corporations, report that innovation
problems are not due to lack of ideas but rather how
corporations turn those ideas into cash or payback.
We learn about three different innovation models:
“Integration,” becoming the sole owner and executor
of the innovation and its only or primary beneficiary of
rewards; “Orchestration,” partnering on significant and
important phases of the process as primary “owner”
of the idea that drives its development; and serving
as “Licensor,” the owner of the idea and sometimes
of its production and launching but having limited
involvement thereafter.

The authors analyze start-up costs, speed to market,
speed to scale (time from launch until achievement of
planned volume),and support costs to evaluate potential
payback success. Although the book can be taken as
an infomercial for their consulting firm, the authors
offer superb advice on managing innovation with a
disciplined and analytical approach to determining
how much and where to invest, providing valuable
insight for leaders of companies large and small.

Lincoln Reading Lounge

The National Library of Pakistan, Islamabad
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(AP photo)

On June 4, the U.S. State Department increased the
Machine-Readable Visa (MRV) and Border Crossing
Card (BCC) fees to ensure sufficient resources meet the
increasing cost of processing non-immigrant visas (NIVs).
The new MRV fee for H, L, O,P,Q and R visas will be $150;
for E visas $390, and K visas $350. All other categories,
including B-1/B-2, [ J, and adult BCCs, will increase to
$140. The fee for BCCs for minors will increase from $13
to $14 by virtue of a congressionally mandated surcharge.
A chart of the new fees, shown in both US Dollars and
Pakistan Rupees, appears at the bottom of this page.

Q: Why is the Department of State increasing the basic
non-immigrant visa application fee to $140 from its
current amount of $131?

A:The Department is required by law to recover the cost
of processing non-immigrant visas through the collection
of the MRV fee. Periodically, independent contractors
conduct a Cost of Service Study to determine direct
and indirect costs to the U.S. Government of providing
consular services, such as non-immigrant visa processing.
Such a study was completed in June 2009 using an activity-
based costing model, which is standard for estimating the
cost of government services.

The study determined that the cost of accepting,
adjudicating, and issuing non-immigrant visas will be
greater than $131 in Fiscal Year 2010, which began
October 1,2009. Also, since the last fee increase in 2008,
there have been new security-related costs, new I'T systems
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have been put in place, and there is 2 new mandate from
Congress to charge non-immigrant visa applicants $1 to
support programs to combat trafficking in persons.

Q: When do the new processing fees go into effect?
A:The new fees were implemented on June 4, 2010, which
is 15 days after the interim final rule was published.

Q: What if I already paid my fee, for an appointment
after June 4th?

A: Applicants will have to pay the full fee in effect on
the day they apply, regardless of when they pay. Please
check the website of the embassy or consulate where you
are applying for instructions on how to pay the difterence.
(http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/)

Q: Can I comment on these fees?

A: The Department is publishing additional cost of service
data for non-immigrant visas with the rule, and will accept
public comments on that data for 60 days (until July 19,
2010). 'The public may comment in any of the ways laid
out in the rule published on www.regulations.gov. Later
this summer, the Department will review and consider any
comments received from the public and publish a final
rule.

Q: Why is the Department establishing new, higher
fees for certain types of non-immigrant visas which
previously cost $131, the same as all other non-
immigrant visas?

A:  An independent study of consular operations costs

shows that certain categories of non-immigrant visas are
more complicated and require more in-depth consideration
than most other categories of non-immigrant visas.
'Therefore, those categories of non-immigrant visas have
higher unit costs. The cost of accepting, adjudicating, and
issuing the following categories of visas are appreciably
higher than for other categories: E (treaty trader and
investor); H (temporary worker or trainee); K (fiancé(e));
L (intracompany transferee); O (alien with extraordinary
ability); P (athlete, artist or entertainer); Q_(international
cultural exchange visitors); and R (religious worker). Each
of these visa categories requires a review of extensive
documentation and a more in-depth interview of the
applicant than other categories, such as tourists.

Q: WIill this fee increase discourage people from traveling
to the United States?

A: 'The proposed fees accurately reflect the processing
costs incurred and regulations require full cost recovery
through fees. Past increases in non-immigrant visa fees did
not negatively impact the number of applications received
worldwide. The Department is aware that this fee increase
may suppress the demand for non-immigrant visas in some
countries. However, the cost is still small compared to the
cost of round-trip airfare from most countries to the United
States.
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video.html?videold=104485926001

Ambassadors Fund for Cultural
Preservation 2010 Awards
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Diversity: American Ramadan
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