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[1.S. Ambassador to Pakistan Cameron P. Munter said he
regarded Holbrooke as a close friend and one of Pakistan’s best
friends. “Richard had an abiding commitment to deepening the
partership between the United States and Pakistan,” Munter
said in a statement on December 14.

President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari stated Holbrooke
was “an accomplished diplomat who quickly gained the
confidence of his interlocutors.. The best tribute to him is to
reiterate our resolve to root out extremism and usher in peace
and stability...”

Ambassador to Afghanistan Karl Eikenberry said that
throughour Holbrooke’s long career, he has been a partner of
those trying to foster peace. “From Vietnam to the Balkans and
now to Afghanistan, he’s done it by showing America’s strength
and by showing our compassion. Our efforts in Afghanistan lost
a powerful advocate,” Eikenberry said.

The Early Years

Holbrooke, born in New York City on April 24,1941, served
under Presidents Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Carter, Bill Clinton
and Obama. His first posting as a young foreign service officer in
1963 was to Vietnam, where he served as a field officer and as a
staff assistant to two U.S. ambassadors and was a junior member
of the U.S. delegation during early Paris peace talks aimed at
ending the war.

As an assistant secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific
affairs, Holbrooke, then 35, helped to normalize relations with
China. And as the U.S. ambassador to Germany in the early
1990s, he helped a rapidly changing Europe emerge from the
half-century-long Cold War. With his encouragement, NATO

began expanding with new members in Eastern Europe.

But his most significant diplomatic achievement was in
negotiating the Dayton Peace Accords that ended the war in
Bosnia-Herzegovina 15 years ago this week, Obama said. The
final accords were signed in Paris on December 14, 1995. The
accords — formally named the General Agreement for Peace in
Bosnia and Herzegovina — were named for the place where the
talks were held, at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio,

Later, as the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations,
Holbrooke was successful in helping to break a political impasse
and strengthen the United States’ relationship with the United
Nations, and he elevated the cause of HIV/AIDS and Africa
onto the international agenda, Obama said in his White House
statement.

“And throughout his life, as a child of refugees, he devoted
himself to the plight of people displaced around the world,”
Obama said.

Vice President Joe Biden paid tribute to Holbrooke on
December 13, calling him “a great friend” and one of the United
States’ “greatest warriors for peace.”

“Richard Holbrooke was a larger-than-life figure, who
through his brilliance, determination and sheer force of will
helped to bend the curve of history in the direction of progress,”
Biden said. “He touched so many lives and helped save countless
more.”
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