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facilitated this project. The project focused on helping build
the resilience of the child survivors of the recent floods,
supporting healing and rehabilitation through creative
processes. The program engaged approximately 570 girls and
boys aged 10-17, currently located in the camps in Karachi,
Sonda (Thatta) and Sujawal.

During the first phase of the project (December 21—
31, 2010), we engaged the children in camps in different
activities. The children in each of the camps were divided
into “Listen,” “Look” and “Create” groups. They were
given colorful school bags: inside each was a clipboard, a
notebook, writing materials, crayons and other stationery.
The volunteers carried with them a range of digital tools
including several handycams and digital cameras. This
helped to capture their voices and perspectives through a
range of creative activities such as poster making, drawing,
interviewing, and taking digital photos and videos depicting
their present lives and future aspirations. The kids in these
camps thoroughly enjoyed making colorful drawings and
beautiful sketches displaying tents, mountains, flowers,
children, school, trees, etc. Some of this artwork depicted
their everyday life, for example, one girl drew a picture of
herself going to school carrying a bag. One boy drew his
brother with a cow. They were taught how to take pictures,
how to interview, how to operate camcorders and capture
images from digital cameras. The kids in the camp then
interviewed each other and highlighted their stories of an
extraordinarily different life, because of the flood.

Most of these kids spoke Sindhi and some of them also
spoke a little Urdu. The volunteers talked to them about their
lives at the camp. They expressed great remorse about their
losses and weren't happy with their present condition. They
wanted to go back home to rebuild their houses and resume
their earlier lives. They had big dreams and the enthusiasm to
make them come to life. But their eyes showed helplessness
with fears of tomorrow lurking beneath.

Currently, our team, under the supervision of the SIE-
UNICEF Children’s Council officials, is engaged in the
second phase of the project: an anthology of the children’s
artwork and their stories will be compiled into a publication
and a multimedia DVD.

As volunteers on this project, we, too, had a phenomenal
experience. Morally, the best part of it was that it brought
us closer to reality. Helping those kids actually helped many
of us to realize that we are blessed with so many luxuries of
life. Luxuries like good education, good clothing, the ability
to communicate, safe homes, blankets to protect us from
cold, good health, parents, etc. We were able to make the
kids smile and enjoy, and share some of their pain with me.
Practically, we were granted an opportunity to learn how
to handle kids and work with them. This might serve as an
incentive in the future for all the volunteers who dedicated
their time to these kids.

I ! vitten by:
va Manekia and Rizwan Muj
(3 E.\ Aluming of 2009-2010)
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