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The United States thanks Mr. Svilanovic for his report and the 2011 Action Plan. The Action
Plan provides us with an opportunity to take stock of the OSCE's activities in the Economic
and Environmental Dimension and to think strategically about what this organization will do
over the next year.

Mr. Svilanovic, your report also provides useful context as we soon turn our attention to
moving forward from the Astana Summit. As many participating States have pointed out,
there are numerous opportunities for cooperation and collaboration as we confront economic
and environmental challenges within the OSCE, and we believe this report gives us a solid
path towards achieving our shared goals.

We agree with your emphasis on contributing to security and stability in the OSCE region by
enhancing international cooperation. The United States believes energy security, good
governance, including combating corruption, money laundering and terrorist finance, and
environmental and resource management issues that have significant trans-boundary
implications are all general topics with close links to security which should remain firmly on
the second dimension agenda.

We are strongly in favor of the office's plan to exchange best practices in the area of energy
security. We look forward to the presentation of results from the upcoming conference in
Ashgabat. We welcome a vigorous discussion of how this organization can contribute to
enhancing energy security throughout the region.

We believe that good governance is key to stability in the OSCE region. We, therefore,
welcome plans for the good governance work program and its focus on anti-money
laundering and fighting the financing of terrorism. With regard to the UN Convention
against Corruption, the United States was the first country to undergo a review. We urge
those participating States who have not yet signed on to do so.

We also agree that strengthening work across the three dimensions with regard to border and
migration management illustrates the OSCE's concept of security as comprehensive and
indivisible. An excellent example is the effort of the Trade Resource Centers in Tajikistan,
which are helping to improve licit commercial activity while the border management teams
help to block illicit activity.

We are pleased to see a renewed focus on environmental protection and sustainable
development in the work plan. It is clear that the issues of water resource management,
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territorial degradation and depletion of natural resources have serious implications for the
OSCE region, and we fully support your office in its endeavor to tackle these difficult issues.
We believe that the Civic Action for Security and Environment program is a good example of
how extra-budgetary projects can make small amounts of money go a long way.

Mr. Svilanovic, thank you and your staff again for your report and for your contributions to
the OSCE's activities. The United States reiterates its support for the work of the Office of the
Coordinator for Economic and Environmental Activities, and we look forward to another
productive year of collaboration.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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