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The U.S. Embassy and Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OCCI) hosted a work-

shop on “Doing Business Under the U.S.-Oman FTA” on October 16 at the Intercontinen-

tal hotel. The workshop was aimed at increasing awareness of the Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA) and how to take advantage of it. Jihad al Taie, founder of Jihad al Taie law office 

delivered the welcome note. Opening remarks were offered by Ayman al Hasani, Vice-

Chairman of OCCI. The workshop was inaugurated by W. Johann Schmonsees, Chargé 

d’Affaires at the U.S. Embassy. Emily Shaffer, the Economic and Commercial Officer at  

(From left to right) Jihad Al Taie, Founding Partner, Jihad Al Taie Law Office; Ayman 

Al Hasani, Vice Chairman, Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry; W. Johann 

Schmonsees, Chargé d’Affaires, U.S. Embassy; Emily Shaffer, Economic and Commer-

cial Officer, U.S. Embassy; and Aaron Brickman, Deputy Executive Director, Select 

USA, U.S. Department of Commerce.  

WOKSHOP  ON “DOING BUSINESS UNDER THE U.S.-OMAN FTA” 
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the U.S. Embassy provided an overview of the FTA as well as the Embassy’s role and commercial 

services. Aaron Brickman, Deputy Director of Select USA, presented to the assembled U.S. and 

Omani businesspeople about investment opportunities in the U.S., incentives offered by state and re-

gional economic development organizations, and answered questions on the EB5 investor visa. 

Aaron’s presentation was the highlight of a broader workshop on doing business under the U.S.-Oman 

FTA.  

 Officials from the Public Authority for Investment Promotion and Export Development; the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry; the Directorate General of Customs, Royal Oman Police; and the 

Secretariat General for Taxation, Ministry of Finance also provided new American companies with 

detailed advice on doing business in Oman. Finally, members of the Muscat American Business 

Council (MABC) presented their experiences on doing business in Oman and ways MABC serves 

U.S. companies. Participants were given take-away reference materials on the FTA, Select USA, and 

MABC.  

Aaron Brickman, Deputy Executive Director, Select USA, U.S. Department of Commerce 

presenting on Doing Business in U.S. 
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Ambassador Schmierer and  
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SELECT USA’s SERIES OF INVESTMENT PROMOTION EVENTS 

 SelectUSA is a government-wide initiative to encourage and facilitate business investment in the 

United States.  Aaron Brickman, Deputy Executive Director of SelectUSA visited Muscat for a series of 

investment promotion events. As Deputy Executive Director, Mr. Brickman guides SelectUSA to facili-

tate business investment to create jobs, spur economic growth and promote U.S. competitiveness. He 

manages the promotion of the United States as the world’s premier investment destination and coordi-

nates across the federal government to address policy and regulatory barriers to investment in partner-

ship with state, regional, and local economic development organizations (EDOs).  

 On October 15 Mr. Brickman met with selected fund managers and company representatives at 

the Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OCCI) for a technical discussion on investing and doing 

business in U.S. 

 On October 16, Mr. Brickman met with Bank Muscat private banking clients at the Chedi hotel 

for a luncheon promoting investment opportunities in the U.S. Bank Muscat’s Private Banking Head 

Prabal Gupta, also a board member of MABC, presented on specific attractive commercial real estate 

opportunities in various states. 

 Mr. Brickman ended his visit by meeting with MABC President Ali K Daud to suggest ways the 

organization could help promote increased trade and investment between the U.S. and Oman, such as 

through a road show to introduce Omani investment opportunities to the U.S. market. 
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OMANI DELEGATION ATTENDS GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUMMIT 

On November 19 the U.S. Embassy along with the Muscat American Business Council (MABC) 

hosted a ‘Send-off’ event for Omani delegates to the Global Entrepreneurship Summit, which was 

held in Dubai on December 11 and 12. U.S. Ambassador Greta C. Holtz underlined the U.S. Em-

bassy’s commitment to promoting entrepreneurship in Oman. The Ambassador described ways the 

U.S. Embassy is assisting the government of Oman to tackle the challenges facing young entrepre-

neurs and the SME’s they create, through promoting educational, financing, and regulatory reform. 

 

U.S. Ambassador Greta C Holtz along with the Omani Delegation. 
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Ambassador Holtz addressing the gathering 

along with Ali Daud, President, Muscat American 

Business Council. 

 

Emily Shaffer, Economic and Commercial Officer 

along with the Omani delegates wait for the semi-

nar to begin 

 

The Omani delegation at the Global Entrepre-

neurship Summit at the World Trade Center in 

Dubai, UAE.  
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H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum, 

ruler of Dubai, addresses a packed hall of dele-

gates to the Global Entrepreneurship Summit at 

the Dubai World Trade Center on December 11.  

 

 

President Obama addressed delegates via video-

conference. .  

 

Francisco Sanchez, U.S. Undersecretary of Com-

merce, addresses Global Entrepreneurship Sum-

mit delegates. 
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HOLIDAY RECEPTION FEATURING VIOLINIST JOSHUA BELL  

Ambassador Greta C Holtz hosted an exclusive holiday reception for Muscat American Business Coun-

cil (MABC) members welcoming Grammy-winning violinist Joshua Bell to Oman at her residence on 

December 18. Ambassador Holtz welcomed the gathered business people and Royal Opera Muscat Staff 

and applauded the MABC’s efforts in advancing the U.S.-Oman commercial relationship. U.S. Embassy 

Political & Economic Section Chief Laura Malenas introduced the special guest Joshua Bell, in Muscat 

to perform at the Royal Opera House. International concert violinist Joshua Bell thanked the Ambassa-

dor, the U.S. Embassy, and the Royal Opera House hosts for the extraordinarily warm welcome he re-

ceived in Oman. Amideast Country Director and MABC board member Sarah Jackson highlighted some 

of MABC’s successes over the year.  
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MABC HOSTED A RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION SEMINAR 

On October 8 the Muscat American Business Council (MABC) hosted a seminar on " Recruitment and 

Retention of Omani Employees in the Private Sector". The session was moderated by Carol Moss, 

MABC Board Member and Healthcare Consultant.  The panel consisted of Malak Al Shaibani, Man-

aging Director, Creative Links; Prabal Gupta, Head of Private Banking, Bank Muscat; John Engstrom, 

Area Manager, Bechtel; and Munir Al Alawi, Human Resource Manager, Radisson Blu.  The audience 

responded well to the panel’s expertise and lively discussions were held on a variety of topics. Engag-

ing with new hires through mentoring and training programs, increased awareness and appreciation of 

all categories of jobs, and the need for part-time and internship opportunities were some of the ideas 

and concerns discussed. 
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U.S. EMBASSY HOSTS ECONOMIC ROUNDTABLE WITH 

OTHER EMBASSIES 

On December 3, the U.S. Embassy Economic Section 

hosted a coffee roundtable for fellow Economic Atta-

chés in Muscat at the Grand Hyatt Hotel. 

The special guest speaker was Dr. Hatem al-Shanfari, 

Professor of Economics at Sultan Qaboos University, 

and a member of the Central Bank of Oman governing 

board.  Dr. Shanfari provided assembled diplomats 

with an overview of the Omani economy, including 

labor, inflation, and economic growth. 

U.S. Embassy Economic Officer Emily Shaffer thanks 

Dr. Shanfari for his enlightening and insightful pres-

entation on Oman’s economic situation.  

Emily Shaffer presents Dr. Shanfari with gifts promot-

ing the U.S.-Oman Free Trade Agreement.  



11 

U . S . - O M A N  T R A D E  B U L L E T I N  

OFFSHORE TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 2013  

 

After recruiting the first 26-member delegation to Offshore Technology Conference (OTC) 2012, the U.S. Commercial Ser-

vice of the American Embassy is planning to organize the second delegation to the OTC 2013, which will be held in Hous-

ton, TX from May 6-9, 2013. Our delegates will receive a host of benefits including: Pre-registration for the show and ad-

vance reservations; Special fares with our partner airlines; Inclusion in a delegation brochure outlining your company profile 

and objectives, which will be distributed to all U.S. exhibitors; Assistance in arranging and scheduling appointments with 

U.S. exhibitors at the show as requested; An immigration letter from the U.S. Commercial service attesting you as part of the 

official delegation; Invitation to a number of exclusive networking events during OTC; and Follow up and Facilitation of 

referrals after the event. 
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A COFFEE ROUNDTABLE ON COMMERCIAL LAW DEVELOPMENT 

James Filpi, Director of the Commercial Law Development Program at the US Department of Com-

merce, visited Muscat on October 6, and met with lawyers from the Omani Lawyers Association.  He 

learned that the young lawyers had organized a pro bono charitable outreach last Ramadan to help eld-

erly disadvantaged citizens imprisoned in debtors’ prison.   The group discussed insolvency procedures 

in Oman and potential ways of managing bankruptcy to allow for an orderly repayment of credi-

tors.  James provided advice on formalizing and professionalizing the Omani Lawyers Association, 

based on experience with the American Bar Association. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

World of Concrete 2013 

Products: Construction Prod-

ucts and Equipment  

Location: Las Vegas, NV 

Date: February 5-8, 2013 

 www.worldofconcrete.com  

 

—————————————— 

  

Miami International Boat 

Show and Strictly Sail 2013 

Products: Commercial Vessel 

(Non-fisheries), Pleasure 

boats and equipment  

Location: Miami, FL 

Date: February 14-18, 2013 

www.miamiboatshow.com 

 

—————————————— 

  

Graphics of the Americas 

2013 

Products: Printing /Graphic 

Arts Equipment  

Location: Orlando, FL 

Date: February 21-23, 2013 

www.goa2013.com 

  

—————————————— 

International Home and 

Housewares Show 2013  

Products: General and House-

hold Consumer Goods  

Location: Chicago, IL  

Date: March 2-5, 2013  

 www.housewares.org  

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS SERVICE PROVIDER LISTING 

U.S. Embassy Muscat would like to announce the launch of a new listing of local 

Business Service Providers (BSP) interested and willing to provide services to 

U.S. companies that are looking to export or do business in Oman.  This new mar-

keting tool will position your company at the forefront when American exporters 

and investors are looking for service-providers in Oman.  We will direct inquiring 

U.S. companies to the BSP directory to look for partners to help them with estab-

lishing business on the ground in Oman. 

The Business Service Provider directory is intended to provide an additional ref-

erence resource to U.S. exporters doing business in Oman.  Any company provid-

ing services that facilitate the assessment, financing or completion of an export 

transaction, including companies that support U.S. businesspersons traveling or 

residing in Oman, is eligible to participate in our BSP Directory, given positive 

basic company vetting. Your BSP listing will include your company name, de-

scription, contact information, logo and hyperlink.  Your company listing on our 

on-line Business Service Provider directory will reach thousands of potential cus-

tomers across the United States.   

To get started, please register at http://export.gov/oman/businessserviceproviders/ 

and then e-mail us the with Your company logo (less than 200 x 200 pixels) and 

Scanned confirmation of valid company registration in Oman.  Fee: $300 for a 

single category or for $500 for any number of categories.  

We look forward to working together to achieve mutual goals of increased busi-

ness and trade between the U.S. and Oman! 

“Direct Line to U.S. Business”  
A Webinar to highlight        

Healthcare Opportunities in Oman                
will be held on February 26, 2013. 

 For Further information stay tuned to our website: 

http://oman.usembassy.gov/ 

http://export.gov/oman/businessserviceproviders/

