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Alumni Mentoring Sessions  

T 
he Public Affairs Office, in cooperation with AMIDEAST and the Ministry of 

Education, recently conducted a series of Alumni Mentoring Sessions in 

Nizwa, Sohar and Muscat. These mentoring sessions complete the first 

chapter of the career development workshops titled “Choosing a  Career and 

Course of  Study”. Besides the Access teachers in the three cities, Jack, David, and 

Isaac, a number of experienced alumni participated in these mentoring sessions in 

different ways. Some alumni gave informative and inspirational presentations about 

their exchange programs in the U.S. and how the experience eased their study and 

career paths. Others, talked about their careers and the challenges and steps they 

encountered along the way. The alumni career development workshops and discus-

sions aim to enhance youth understanding of the importance of planning and mak-

ing the right future study and career decisions.   

A group of alumni, standing, talking to Access alumni, sitting at Nizwa alumni mentoring session  

        Alumni mentoring session-  Sohar                     Alumni mentoring session– Muscat  
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“Managing Your Online Presence Event” 

The MEPI Alumni Network’s chapter in Oman 

launched a three-day workshop in February fea-

turing trainings and networking events for young 

professionals, job-seekers, and entrepre-

neurs.  More than 60 people, 40 of whom are 

MEPI and State Alumni, participated in the work-

shop, including prominent local entrepreneurs and 

information technology  leaders, as well as repre-

sentatives from  several Omani non-governmental 

organizations. 

 

Malak AL Shaibani, director-general of Oman’s 

National Business Centre and Ali Sakbar, founder 

and president of Social Media Club Bahrain, gave 

keynote presentations on the benefits of using social 

media tools for job-seekers and business own-

ers.  Information technology and social media lead-

ers gave presentations on topics ranging from con-

necting job-seekers to positions through social net-

works to expanding businesses by using smart 

phones.  The conference also provided an opportu-

nity for MEPI alumni to network with other State 

alumni and gain skills and resources to become suc-

cessful entrepreneurs. 

 

Alumni Corner  

From left to right, Ali Sakbar, Malak AL Shaibani & Erin Clancy  End of event group picture with Mission Charge, Laura Matthias  

On March 11, 2013, four 

USG alumni and distinguished 

young active members in 

their community were in-

vited to give presentations 

about their educational and 

career experiences and how 

studying and living in the U.S. 

have shaped their goals and 

personalities. After the pres-

entations, there was a Q&A sessions where students had the chance to ask about scholarships, challenges and advan-

tages of studying and living in the U.S. 

Salalah Alumni Talk to Access Students  

Group of Access students at the event  Huda AL Huraibi presenting to Access Students 
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 Hoppin’ John String Band” performs for 
Access students and alumni in Nizwa  

 Taylor, right, teaching students about the bass 

struments they play and then played a number 

of traditional American songs that kept the au-

dience engaged and entertained. Afterwards, 

students and alumni had the chance to talk to 

the band members and try playing some of their 

instruments. 

 

 
On Feb 20, 2013 the American string band “Hoppin’ John” 

performed for Access students and alumni in Nizwa during 

a visit to the city. The “Hoppin’ John” was in Oman doing 

a number of bluegrass concerts during their participation 

in the Muscat Festival. The band gave a short informative 

presentation about the band and the different musical in-

GIST Tech Connect Event at MCBS on March 5, 2013  

 

On March 5, Embassy Muscat hosted a viewing party for a “GIST Tech Connect” event. The 

Embassy partnered with the Modern College of Business and Science American Corner to 

host the event, which included over 90 students and faculty.  

Political Officer Erin Clancy talking to the audience during the 

presentation 

http://www.myspace.com/hoppinjohnstringband
http://www.muscat-festival.com/


 

 
 

Drop us a line!  

Share your alumni experience in the next 

alumni newsletter.  

Contact: AL-KharusiSS@state.gov  
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1. “Career Planning” Workshop. Salalah-   

          April 13, 2013.  

2. FY 2014, International Visitor Leadership 

Program. Application deadline. June 1, 2013.   

3. Teaching English and Achievement Program

(TEA) for Secondary School Teachers.  

        Application deadline: June 5, 2013.  

4.     Fulbright, Foreign Language Teaching Assis-

tant. Application deadline: October 1, 2013.  

5. The Hubert Humphrey Fellowship Program.  

        Application deadline: October 1, 2013  

 

E V E N T S  &  D E A D L I N E S   

flickr.com/photos/ 

twitter.com/#!/ 

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

youtube.com/user/ 

Like us,  

Follow us 

Check our 

Videos &  

Pictures   

facebook.com/ 

 

 

 

Oman -  U.S. Business Webinar 

U.S. Embassy Muscat conducted a “Direct Line to Business” webinar on Feb-

ruary 26 attended by 60 U.S. company representatives with economic inter-

ests both in exporting medical supplies to Oman, as well as providing health-

care consulting and management services. Participants submitted questions 

on licensing requirements, tendering procedures, and advantages for U.S. 

companies under the U.S.-Oman Free Trade Agreement, exchanged contact 

information and shared their own experiences.  

 

Majda AL Mamaria, right, at a TV program  

Alumna of International Visitor Leadership Program “ 

Women as Political Leaders, March 7-26, 2011”, Ms.  

Majda Al Maamari, has been appointed as a member in the 

Omani National Commission of Human Rights by a Royal 

Decree issued by H.M. Sultan Qaboos. Majda is the presi-

dent of the Oman Women’s Association in Seeb– Muscat 

and was the project manager of a MEPI local grant  imple-

menting a project titled “Women Legal Education and 

Empowerment” from 2009 to 2011.  

Alumna becomes member of Omani National Commission of Human Rights  






