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 From 1966 to 2000, she worked in the Humanities 

Faculty in the fields of Philosophy and Literature, later 

known as Arts and Literature in the 1970s. After this 

faculty disappeared, she dedicated full time to investi-

gative research and started working at the Institute of 

History (IHNCA-UCA). She worked at the 

institute until 2008. Her students include 

many who have a fundamental roles in the 

local culture: artists such as Patricia Belli  

and María Gallo; poets such as Vidaluz Me-

neses and Daisy Zamora. Other alumni 

have important jobs inside and out of the 

university community and are all successful 

professionals. She regrets that with the closure of the 

Humanities Faculty at UCA, cultural dialog also found 

its end.  

 In Nicaragua, she has become a national reference 

in art and history of art, due to her tireless work as a 

researcher and scholar at Universidad Centroameri-

cana (UCA) from 1966 to 2008, in the specific fields of 

Contemporary Art and Nicaraguan Art. Thus, is a great 

joy for us to have her as a friend of our community. 

 But not only in Nicaragua, but also in her interna-

tional voyage, we can emphasize her work as 

visiting scholar in various U.S. universities   

and she has also extended Nicaraguan Con-

temporary Art in numerous conferences in the 

international arena. She also served as inves-

tigative researcher at the Latin-American In-

stitute of Berlin (IAI-PK).  

We have summed up, in the publications sec-

tion, some of her most important works, of the numer-

ous list her academic file has. These are “Pablo Pi-

casso: The Sum of All His Renovations ” (Ortiz-Gurdián 

Foundation, Managua, 2010);  Vision Of Nicaragua  

and Central America in the Legacy of Walter Lehmann”,  
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AUGUST 

GRANTS  & FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES  
 
State Alumni subscribes to COS Funding Oppor-
tunities™, the largest, most comprehensive data-
base of available funding. It contains more than 
25,000 records representing over $33 billion in fund-
ing.  

To gain access to this database you have to become 
a member of the State Alumni page. If you have not 
done so, HURRY!  

 
Become a fan of State Alumni on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/StateAlumni 

ISSUE 5 

 The International Year         
for People of African 
Descent…….…..3 

http://www.facebook.com/StateAlumni
http://www.facebook.com/StateAlumni


2 

 
(IHNCA-UCA Editions Managua, 

2009); “Central America Today: 

1980-2003. Central Amerika heute: 

1980-2003”, (Latin-American Insti-

tute of Berlin IAI-PK, Berlin, 2009); 

“The Odyssey Illustrated by Cha-

gall”, (Ortiz-Gurdián Foundation Edi-

tions. Managua, 2008); “The Path to 

Contemporary. Nucleus in the Artis-

tic Panorama of Honduras” (Women 

in the Arts, 2007); “The Engravings 

of Rembrandt”, (Ortiz-Gurdián Foun-

dation Editions. Managua, 2005); 

“Art in Nicaragua and Central Amer-

ica”, (Institute of History Editions: 

IHNCA-UCA. Managua, 2004); 

amongst many others. .  

María Dolores is also recipient of 

numerous meritorious awards and  

mentions throughout her career. We 

can’t not mention the awards re-

ceived by ORTIZ-GURDIÁN FOUN-

DATION, a National Award “for her 

outstanding trajectory and her nota-

ble contributions to the history of 

Nicaraguan Art”; the award given by 

the German Service of Academic 

“for her outstanding participation in 

the investigative lecture The Travels 

of Walter Lehmann Through Nicara-

gua and Central America . A Photo-

graphic Journey, 1907-1909”; the 

awards given by Universidad Cen-

troamericana (UCA) in 2009, tribute 

and special recognition “for her aca-

demic trajectory and her contribu-

tions to Art and Nicaraguan and 

Central American” and in 2010 she 

was awarded with the 50 Anniver-

sary Medal “for her academic and 

cultural trajectory ”. Also in 2010,  

the Universidad Nacional Autónoma 

de Nicaragua (UNAN-MANAGUA), 

granted her the distinction of Merito-

rious Honor, “as a generational in-

fluence in the History of Art and Lit-

erature, in benefit of the values of 

the national culture”; and on that 

same year, she was given and rec-

ognition by the Embassy of Mexico 

in Nicaragua “for her special contri-

bution in the series of conferences, 

celebrating the BICENTENNIAL OF 

THE INDEPENDENCE AND THE 

CENTENIAL OF THE MEXICAN 

REVOLUTION”. This woman, art 

and culture militant, thinks that art 

“contributes to life offering a differ-

ent view. Every work of art is a re-

sult of a creative personality. Art 

emerges from a context, contributes 

to history, to esthetics, to culture 

and to civilization. This is why it is 

very important: art is a document 

that condenses life. Art is history, 

not just technique, and it is the lan-

guage of an era,. There’s no culture 

without art.”  

(excerpt taken from Consejo de 

Residentes Españoles -CRE)  

http://www.crenicaragua.com/MARIA%

20DOLORES%20TORRES.pdf 

Recent Alumni News 
What’s going on... 

 First UGRAD 2011 Grantees depart for their U.S. experiences 

 

 

 

 

 Congrats Madeley Arriola! 

Madeley Arriola, Youth Ambassadors Alumna, has been accepted for a full scholar-

ship for two years at Red Cross Nordic United World College in Norway. We wish 

you the best! 

 

 SUSI Young Leaders 2011 will be filming their experiences 

 

Oscar Smith, Jose Sandigo and Teresita Saavedra are enjoying their experiences 

in the U.S. They left on July 1, 2011 and will be back in mid August. They are docu-

menting their stay and activities, so keep a look out on our facebook page or web-

site to watch more on video!  
 

Sara Guevara and Walter 
Gomez left in May. 

Jairo Sandino (first on left) departed in June. 
Cristina Diaz, Grecia Morales, Victor Silva 
and Gema Mejia are next. 
  

In photo respectively with SUSI Alumnus Arquimedes Hernandez during their pre-departure orientation 
  

http://www.crenicaragua.com/MARIA%20DOLORES%20TORRES.pdf
http://www.crenicaragua.com/MARIA%20DOLORES%20TORRES.pdf
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The United Nations and the Organization of American 
States designated 2011 as the International Year for 
People of African Descent to strengthen national ac-
tions and regional and international cooperation to: 

• Ensure that people of African descent fully 
enjoy economic, cultural, social, civil and politi-
cal rights; 
• Advance their integration into all political, 
economic, social and cultural aspects of soci-
ety; and 
• Promote a greater knowledge of and respect 
for their diverse heritage and culture. 

 
The United States, as a multi-ethnic, multi-racial de-
mocracy with strong ties of friendship in the Western 
Hemisphere, recognizes and celebrates the rich con-
tributions of African descendant populations to the 
fabric of our societies. 
 
Background 
People of African descent live all over the world. In 
the Western Hemisphere, approximately 12 million 
Africans were brought to the Americas over the 400-
year history of the transatlantic slave trade. An esti-
mated 50 percent of those enslaved Africans ended 
up in Brazil and five percent went to the United 
States. According to a study distributed by the Inter-
American Development Bank, African descendants 
make up one-third of the total population in the hemi-
sphere. African descendants make up the majority of 

the Caribbean population. The largest numbers of Af-
rican descendants are in Brazil, the United States, 
Colombia, Venezuela, and Ecuador.  
 
Despite historic discrimination and continuing chal-
lenges with exclusion and inequality, people of African 
descent have contributed to science and technology, 
education, independence and civil right movements, 
agriculture, language, cuisine, culture, and the arts. 
U.S. Bilateral Efforts 
To promote racial equality for people of African de-
scent in the Western Hemisphere, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State worked with its partners to launch the 
U.S.-Brazil Joint Action Plan to Eliminate Racial and 
Ethnic Discrimination and Promote Equality in Octo-
ber 2008 and signed the U.S.-Colombia Action Plan 
on Racial and Ethnic Equality in January 2010. These 
agreements focus on sharing best practices and im-

The International Year for People of African Descent 

“In the 21st century, diversity, openness, and tolerance are vital national assets” 
                           –Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 

 

 On Line Resources 

 U.S. Department of State 

http://www.state.gov/p/wha/rls/fs/2011/156482.htm  

 The United Nations page on Year Dedicated to 

People of African Descent 

http://www.un.org/en/events/iypad2011/ 

 DIPNOTE: U.S. Department of State Official Blog 

http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/

year_people_african_descent 

 

PHOTO: USAID PHOTO: US EMBASSY BRASILIA PHOTO: USAID 

UPCOMING…. 
 
Stay tunned for U.S. Embassy’s photo contest in early September! 

“African Legacy in Nicaragua” 
For upcoming information on this and other events commemorating 
the International Year for People of African Descent visit  
Our website  
http://spanish.nicaragua.usembassy.gov/es/index.html 
Our Facebook page 
http://www.facebook.com/embusanic 

http://www.state.gov/p/wha/rls/fs/2011/156482.htm
http://www.un.org/en/events/iypad2011/
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/year_people_african_descent
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/year_people_african_descent
http://spanish.nicaragua.usembassy.gov/es/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/embusanic
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This is YOUR newsletter, we welcome sug-

gestions and questions. Write to our of-

fice to include your articles, your ef-

forts, your photos… 

   Contact 

 

  Alumni Coordinator 
PerezSM@state.gov  

(505) 2252-7100 Ext. 7673 

Shany M. Perez 

Photo Gallery VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 
Exchange  

Opportunities 

Coming up SOON! 
 
    Photo Contest 
AFRICAN LEGACY IN 

NICARAGUA 
 

SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
 UGRAD program ap-

plications\ 
 

SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

 SUSI program appli-
cations 

 
OCTOBER 2011 

VISIT OUR 
FACEBOOK  

PAGE 

 
Find out what our 

fans are saying. 
 

Also important infor-
mation about visas 

and other ser-
vices. 

 
http://

www.facebook.com/
embusanic 

UGRAD Alumnus, Walter Go-

mez, with our friend Armeda 

Reitzel in Arcata, CA 

We want to hear from you! 

Calendar of Activities 

SUSI Alumnus, Arquimedes 

Hernandez at ExpoEduca 

2011 

Youth Ambassador Alumnus, 

Elvin Benlis at National 

Guard camp in Wisonsin 

English Language  

Workshop-Matagalpa 

Scholarship programs 

Presentation  

at UCA 3:00 p.m. 

Regional English Language  
Officer Michael Rudder 

English Language Workshops  

in Managua, Jinotepe,  
Matagalpa. Aug. 15-19, 2011 

         Webchat: How to Improve 
Your Internet Search. 3:00 pm 

https://statedept.connect 

solutions.com/santodomingo 

       Webinar  
for EL Teachers: Listening  

Logs to Increase English Practice 

http://lima.usembassy.gov/ 
webinars.html 

Aug. 17th, 3:00-4:00 pm  

Aug 19th, 7:30-8:30 am  

Choreographer Jennifer Chin/Managua  

Dance Festival-August 22-26, 2011 

African Descent Speaker Edmund T. Gordon 

August 21-26, 2011 

Los Ajusco Mountain Boys-

Bluegrass 

August 30-September 2, 2011 


