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Cover photo:  U.S. Marine Corps Band in Old St. Paul’s, Wellington, September 2011.

“Old St Paul’s [in the 1940s] was a pillar of the community, and a 
historically significant centre of faith in troubled times.  The U.S. 
Marines made a point of attending church services in Old St Paul’s.  
They treasured it as a place of peace, calm and community ...  Going 
to church was a very social event for the US Marines.  Often they were 
invited to join New Zealand families for lunch afterwards and were able 
to enjoy family life on a Sunday.  The church became a metaphorical 
symbol of the New Zealand people, representing their kindness, 
patience, and friendship towards the troops who were stationed here.

“The presence of the Marines in Wellington can still be felt walking 
down the aisle at Old St Paul’s.  The flags of the United States of 
America and the Division colour carried by the Second Division of 
the United States Marine Corps have hung in the halls of the church 
ever since.  They are an expression of thanks and a recognition of the 
important friendship that New Zealanders and Americans formed as 
they endured World War II alongside one another.”

 – A Friend in Need

The important, values-based friendship between Kiwis and 
Americans has continued to deepen, mature, and expand since then. 
To celebrate that kinship, Marines will return to Old St. Paul’s next 
June as part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
arrival of U.S. military forces in Aotearoa to help stem the tide of 
oppression then sweeping the Pacific.
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