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From time to time, the Reference Center brings to your attention recently issued reports on  
specific subjects which we think may be of interest to you. 

No recommendation is made in respect of non-U.S. Government web sites listed here. 

Scope of the webliography: Pacific Basin excluding mainland Asia, Japan and S.E. Asian archipelagoes  
 

 

 
 

Pacific studies - WWW Virtual Library   Oceanian Governments on the WWW 
   

Find time in 2 different places - If it is 2pm in Honolulu, what time is it in Bangkok? 

Pacific Time Calculator / Asia-Pacific Distance Calculator 

 
ORGANIZATIONS:  
 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation - APEC                APEC – Peru 2008  APEC- Singapore 2009 

Pacific Economic Cooperation Council      Pacific Basin Economic Council    

Pacific Cooperation Foundation – NZ       PCF – Pacific Museums Network   

East West Center         PACOM – U.S. Pacific Command 

Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies (Honolulu) Pacific Forum/CSIS (Honolulu) 

Center for the Pacific Rim, University of San Francisco    

Peace Corps  Where Do Volunteers Go in the Pacific? – 

Fiji / Samoa / Tonga / Micronesia and Palau / Vanuatu / Kiribati 
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http://coombs.anu.edu.au/WWWVL-PacificStudies.html
http://www.gksoft.com/govt/en/oceania.html
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/whattime.html
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/cgi-bin/times
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/ap-distance-calc.html
http://www.apec.org/
http://www.apecceosummit2008.org/content/plantilla/index.aspx
http://apec2009.sg/
http://www.pecc.org/
http://www.pbec.org/
http://www.pcf.org.nz/home
http://www.pcf.org.nz/what_we_do/new_zealand_pacific_museums_network
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/
http://www.pacom.mil/
http://www.apcss.org/
http://www.csis.org/pacfor/
http://www.pacificrim.usfca.edu/center/index.html
http://www.peacecorps.gov/home.html
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=learn.wherepc.pacificislands.fiji
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=learn.wherepc.pacificislands.samoa
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=learn.wherepc.pacificislands.tonga
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=learn.wherepc.pacificislands.Micronesiaandpalau
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=learn.wherepc.pacificislands.vanuatu
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=learn.wherepc.pacificislands.kiribati


   

STATISTICAL RESOURCES  

Pacific Regional Information System (SPC) – Extensive comparative tables of economic, social,  

demographic, and weather data from the individual South Pacific islands / Links to their corresponding 

national data web sites  
 
U.S. POLICY:  
 
East Asia and the Pacific – Office of International Information Programs, U.S. Dept of State.    

 
Moving Forward in 2008: The U.S.-East Asia Relationship Christopher R. Hill, Assistant Secretary for  
 East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Foreign Press Center, Washington, DC, 19 March, 2008. 

Admiral Timothy J. Keating, U.S. Navy, Commander, U.S. Pacific Command, Before the House 
Armed Services Committee on U.S. Pacific Command Posture, 12 March 2008 – Statement. 

An Overview of the Compact of Free Association between the United States and the Federated 
States of Micronesia Glyn Davies, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs.  
Statement before the Subcommittee on Insular Affairs of the House Committee on Natural Resources. U.S. 
Dept of State, 10 June, 2008.   

An Overview of the Compact of Free Association between the United States and Palau Glyn Davies, 

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs.  Statement before the Subcommittee on 
Insular Affairs of the House Committee on Natural Resources. U.S. Dept of State, 9 June 2008. 

U.S. Engagement in the Pacific Islands Region: 2007 Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders and 

Core Partners Meeting Fact sheet, U.S. Dept of State, 7 May, 2007. 

United States-Pacific Islands Meeting Media note, U.S. Dept of State, 2 October, 2007.   

U.S. Assistance in East Asia and the Pacific: An Overview Glyn Davies, Principal Deputy Assistant  

Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Statement before Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific and 

the Global Environment. House Committee on Foreign Affairs.  U.S. Dept of State, 20 Sept. 2007.  
 

The Southwest Pacific: U.S. Interests and China’s Growing Influence. CRS, 6 July, 2007. 

 

U.S. China Relations Thomas J. Christensen, Deputy Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific 

Affairs. Statement Before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific, and 
the Global Environment.  U.S. Dept of State, 27 March, 2007. 

U.S. Policy Toward South Pacific Island Nations, including Australia and New Zealand  Glyn Davies, 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Statement Before the Subcommittee on Asia, the 

Pacific, and the Global Environment House Committee on Foreign Affairs.  U.S. Dept of State, 15 March 2007. 

U.S. Pacific Command Posture, March 7, 2007 - Adm. William J Fallon, US Navy 

Christopher Hill, Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Remarks to the Lee Kuan Yew 

School of Public Policy, Singapore, 22 May, 2006. 

 

East Asia in Transition: Opportunities and Challenges for the United States Christopher R. Hill, 
Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Statement to the Asia and the Pacific Subcommittee of 

the House International Relations Committee.  U.S. Dept of State, 8 March, 2006.  
 

U.S. Interests and Strategic Goals in East Asia and the Pacific Evans J. R. Revere, Acting Asst.  Secr. 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Testimony, Senate Foreign Relations Comm.  U.S. Dept of State, 2 March, 2005. 
 

Pacific Island Nations: Current Issues and U.S. Interests Hearing before a subcommittee of the U.S.  
 House Committee on International Relations, July 23, 2002.   
 
U.S. Interests in the Pacific Islands: Setting Priorities by Robert Sutter. CRS, 8 December, 1997.      

http://www.spc.int/prism/index.htm
http://www.america.gov/world/easia.html
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/fp/us/2008/hill_20080319.html
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/security/us/2008/keating_031208.html
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/security/us/2008/keating_031208.html
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2008/06/105859.htm
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2008/06/105859.htm
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2008/06/105857.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2007/may/84410.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2007/may/84410.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2007/oct/93056.htm
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2007/92540.htm
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL34086.pdf
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2007/82276.htm
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/62755.htm
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/security/us/2007/Fallon_Testimony030707.html
http://hongkong.usconsulate.gov/uscn_state_2006052201.html
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/62755.htm
http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/security/us/2005/20050302_revere.html
http://www.foreignaffairs.house.gov/archives/107/80961.pdf
http://opencrs.cdt.org/rpts/97-1049_19971208.pdf


 
CHINA RELATIONS:  
 
The Southwest Pacific: U.S. Interests and China’s Growing Influence. CRS, 6 July, 2007.       

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:  
 
Consultations on Coordination by Core Partners in the Pacific Region: Chairman’s Statement. Media 
note, U.S. Dept of State, 10 May, 2007.     
 
SECURITY:  

Pacific Island Security Management by New Zealand and Australia: Towards a New Paradigm.   
Working Paper by Steve Hoadley. Victoria University, 2005. 21p.  

 
DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE:  

U.S. Assistance in East Asia and the Pacific: An Overview Hearing before the Subcommittee on Asia, the 

Pacific and the Global Environment, U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs, 20 September, 2007.   

Transcripts, and scroll down.  

Testimony by U.S. Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Glyn Davies   

 
ECONOMIC RESOURCES  

Pacific Rim    Country Studies    International Data Base  

2007 Asia Pacific Economic Update – PACOM  World Bank – Pacific Newsletter 

Remittances in the Pacific: An Overview by John Connell and Richard P.C. Brown. ADB, March 2005. 
 
EDUCATION: 

 
Pacific Resources For Education and Learning  
 
Top 100 Asia Pacific Universities  
 
Auckland University – Centre for Pacific Studies 

 
Victoria University - Pacific Studies  

 
Canterbury University – MacMillan Brown Center Pacific Studies    
 
Otago University – New Zealand and the Pacific Studies    
 

Pacific Media Center, Auckland University of Technology 
 
University of the South Pacific   
 
National University of Samoa  
 
MICRO FINANCE: 

 
Micro Credit Summit 2008    Microfinance Gateway  
 
South Pacific Development Corporation  / The Team  
 
ENVIRONMENT:  

 
Climate Change and Vulnerable Societies: A Post-Bali Overview Hearing before a subcommittee of the  
 U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs, 27 February, 2008 (focus = small Pacific island nations)   

Transcripts, and scroll down.     
 
LAW:  
 
Law of the Pacific Islands: A Guide to Web-Based Resources LLRX.com, 31 July, 2008.   

Pacific Island Treaties 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL34086.pdf
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2007/may/84689.htm
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/css/docs/Working_Papers/wp20.pdf
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=896
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/testimony.asp
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2007/92540.htm
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/business/ir/intlbs.html#asia
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html
http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/
http://www.pacom.mil/publications/apeu07/index.shtml
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/EASTASIAPACIFICEXT/PACIFICISLANDSEXTN/0,,contentMDK:21933659~menuPK:441893~pagePK:2865066~piPK:2865079~theSitePK:441883,00.html
http://www.adb.org/Documents/Reports/Remittances-Pacific/default.asp
http://www.prel.org/
http://www.arwu.org/rank/2006/ARWU2006_TopAsia.htm
http://www.arts.auckland.ac.nz/departments/index.cfm?S=D_PACIFIC
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/pacific/
http://www.pacs.canterbury.ac.nz/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/humanities/nzpacificstudies/
http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/
http://www.usp.ac.fj/
http://www.nus.edu.ws/
http://www.microcreditsummit.org/
http://www.microfinancegateway.com/content/article/detail/2495
http://www.spbd.ws/
http://www.spbd.ws/spbdteam/
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=951
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/testimony.asp
http://www.llrx.com/features/pacific.htm
http://www.paclii.org/pits/en/domestication.shtml


 
LABOR:   
 
At Home and Away: Expanding Opportunities for Pacific Islanders Through Labor Mobility World Bank, 2006.    

 

ARTS:  
 
10th Festival of Pacific Arts in American Samoa, July-August 2008.   
 
Tautai  Contemporary Pacific Arts Trust    
 

FIJI:  
 
Background Note: Fiji. U.S. Dept of State, October 2007 
 
Fiji: Civilian-Military Relations Press statement by U.S. Dept of State, October 31, 2006       
  

Fiji: Military Action Against Government White House press statement, December 5, 2006     
  
The Impact of Coup-Related Sanctions on Thailand and Fiji: Helpful or Harmful to U.S. Relations?  

Hearing before a subcommittee of the U.S. House Committee on International Affairs, 1 August, 2007. 
Transcripts, and scroll down.    

 
MELANESIA  

 
Melanesian Studies Resource Center  
 
MICRONESIA:  

Government of the Federated States of Micronesia  

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands – Photo Collection  

Micronesian Seminar (Catholic NGO)     

Remarks by U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to the 8th Pacific Island Conference of 

Leaders, in Washington D.C., 7 May, 2007.        

 

COMPACTS OF FREE ASSOCIATION:  
   
Compact of Free Association: an Assessment of the Amended Compacts and Related Agreements.  

  Statement by Susan S. Westin (GAO), 18 June, 2003.    

Compact of Free Association: an Assessment of the Amended Compacts and Related Agreements  

  Statement by Susan S. Westin (GAO), 10 July, 2003.    

Compact of Free Association: an Assessment of the Amended Compacts and Related Agreements.  

  Statement by Susan S. Westin (GAO), 15 July, 2003.       

Compacts of Free Association: Implementation of New Funding and Accountability Requirements is  

Well Under Way, but Planning Challenges Remain GAO, July 2005.     

Compacts of Free Association: Development Prospects Remain Limited for Micronesia and Marshall 

Islands  GAO, June 2006.      

Compacts of Free Association: Micronesia and the Marshall Islands Face Challenges in Planning for 

Sustainability, Measuring Progress, and Ensuring Accountability GAO, December 2006.  130p.         

Compacts of Free Association: Trust Funds for Micronesia and the Marshall Islands May Not 

Provide Sustainable Income GAO, June 2007.      

 
MARSHALL ISLANDS:  
  
Statement of Thomas Bussanich, Acting Director, Office of Insular Affairs, Dept. of the Interior 

before the House Comm. On Natural Resources Subcomm. On Insular Affairs Regarding the 

Implementation of the Compact of Free Association with the Republic of Palau, 12 June, 2008. 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/EASTASIAPACIFICEXT/PACIFICISLANDSEXTN/0,,contentMDK:21020027~pagePK:141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:441883,00.html
http://pacartsas.com/
http://www.tautaipacific.com/home.php
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/1834.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/75412.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/77392.htm
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=877
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/testimony.asp
http://sshl.ucsd.edu/melanesia/
http://www.fsmgov.org/
http://www.firstmonday.org/Issues/issue5_6/cartwright/index.html
http://micsem.org/home.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2007/may/84414.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2007/may/84414.htm
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d03890t.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d03988t.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d031007t.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05633.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05633.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06590.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06590.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07163.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07163.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07513.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07513.pdf
http://www.doi.gov/oia/press/2008/06122008.html
http://www.doi.gov/oia/press/2008/06122008.html
http://www.doi.gov/oia/press/2008/06122008.html


 
An Overview of the Compact of Free Association between the United States and the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands: Are Changes Needed? Hearing/briefing before a subcommittee of the U.S. House  
 Committee on Foreign Affairs, July 25, 2007.  Transcripts, and scroll down.    

 

Republic of the Marshall Islands Changed Circumstances Petition to Congress. CRS, 16 May, 2005.    
 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS:  
 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands   

State and Local Government - Northern Marianas  

Northern Marianas – World Fact Book  

CNMI-net (Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas)    

Current Economic, Social, and Security Conditions of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands Hearing before the Subcommittee on Insular Affairs, U.S. House Committee on Natural Resources,  

 April 19, 2007.  Full transcript including witnesses’ responses to committee questions   

 

PALAU:  
 

Palau’s Use of and Accountability for U.S. Assistance and Prospects for Economic Self-Sufficiency  
 GAO, June 2008.     

Palau – World fact Book  Background Note: Palau   

 

POLYNESIA:  
 
Government of American Samoa   

U.S. State Dept - Death of King Taufa’ahau Tupou of Tonga U.S. Dept of State, 11 September, 2006.       

SAMOA 

 
Samoa  Background Note: Samoa  
 
SOLOMON ISLANDS:  
 
Portals to the World: Solomon Islands Selected internet resources, compiled by Library of Congress.     

Earthquake and tsunami in Solomon Islands Press statement, U.S. Dept of State, 3 April, 2007.       

Background Note: Solomon Islands U.S. Dept of State, October 2007.    

 

TONGA:  
 
Doing Business in Tonga: A Country Commercial Guide for U.S. Companies Foreign Commercial 

Service, U.S. Dept of Commerce, June 2007.      
 
Background Note: Tonga   
 

VANUATU:  
 
Millennium Challenge Corporation: Vanuatu Compact Overstates Projected Program Impact GAO, 

 July 2007.     
  
Background Note: Vanuatu   

 

Note:  CRS = Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress      

 GAO = Government Accountability Office (U.S.)     
 NGO = non-government organization  
 

http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=869
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=869
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/testimony.asp
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL32811.pdf
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/northern_mariana_islands.htm
http://www.statelocalgov.net/other-mp.cfm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cq.html
http://www.cnmi.net/
http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/hearings/hearingdetail.aspx?NewsID=49
http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/hearings/hearingdetail.aspx?NewsID=49
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_house_hearings&docid=f:34824.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-08-858T
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ps.html
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/1840.htm
http://www.government.as/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/72034.htm
http://samoa.usembassy.gov/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/1842.htm
http://www.loc.gov/rr/international/asian/solomonislands/solomonislands.html
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2007/apr/82611.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2799.htm
http://buyusainfo.net/docs/x_5647965.pdf
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/16092.htm
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07909.pdf
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2815.htm


ARTICLES – A selection 

Both U.S. Candidates Likely to Hold a Steady Hand on Asia by Charles Morrison, East West Center, 2 
October 2008. 

The consensus around basic foreign policy values and the pressure of dealing with the paramount issue of the 

economy – as well as the difficulties of getting congressional support – suggest both Republican John McCain 
and Democrat Barack Obama will hold a relatively steady course on the basics of U.S. foreign policy, Morrison 
said. “Policy is a consequence of old continuities and new circumstances,” he said.  The many issues of the 
“greater Middle East,” he said, will continue to crowd out attention to other regions, including much of Asia 
and the Pacific.           Full Text 

Challenges to Stability in the Asia-Pacific by Robert Gates. The 7th IISS Asia Security 
Summit Shangri-La Dialogue, 31 May, 2008.  4p.  

 
U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates confirms that the United States is a "resident" power in 
Asia that has been and will remain fully engaged in the region, both supportive of and involved 
in the development of any regional security architecture.  He discusses future policy toward 
Asia and outlines the United States’ strong and enduring interests in the region.    

           Full Text  

 
Asia: Restoring American Prestige and Shaping the Future by Douglas H. Paal. Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace (CEIP). 26 June, 2008.  27p.  
 
How can the next U.S. administration catch up with the pace of change and shape relations that inevitably will 
be altered by shifting correlations of power in the Asia-Pacific region?  The author offers some practical 
suggestions on U.S. policy toward Asia, including a continuation of a bipartisan approach toward China, 

cooperation in combating piracy, the place of North Korea in regional security structures, U.S. assistance to 
Pakistan, and Taiwan’s participation in regional organizations.      Full Text 
 

Asia Pacific Security Survey 2008 Report by Richard Baker & Galen Fox.  East-West Center, 

2008.   39p. 

 

This 2008 edition provides an accurate representation of the state of security in the region among 

security specialists.  It presents the results of an online survey by 128 security analysts from 16 

countries across the region and is the third annual survey conducted by the East-West Center.  The 

2008 report reflects an expansion in the number of participants from the previous year as well as 

changes in the survey’s content.       Full Text    

  

Asia Pacific Economic Outlook Deloitte. September,2008.  8p. 

 

The report covers the near-term outlook for Australia, India, Indonesia, and Japan.  In Australia, 

the economy has become a bit soft after 16 straight years of expansion. The economy of India has 

been having an inflation epidemic and GDP growth rates have fallen from record highs. The country 

of Indonesia is facing record consumer and wholesale price inflation numbers. Japan also faces 

record inflation rates as well as an economic slowdown.    Full Text    

Victory at Sea by Christopher Pala in Smithsonian, September. 

The tiny Pacific island nation of Kiribati created a marine reserve the size of California, and Pala 

writes that this action may point the way toward restoring marine ecosystems. Full Text 

 

Comparative Connections - A quarterly journal featuring analyses on political and economic 

developments in 12 key bilateral relationships in East Asia.       Most Recent ed.  

 

U.S.-Japan Strategic Dialogue: Next Generation Views of the U.S.-Japan Alliance  Pacific 

Forum, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 5 August.  49p. 

 

Despite a historic strengthening of the U.S.-Japan security alliance throughout the last decade, new 

strains are emerging in the relationship. The U.S. readiness to move forward with relations with 

North Korea has stirred fears of abandonment. For U.S. strategists the U.S. commitment to Japan 

remains firmly rooted in common values, interests, and a long and enduring history.    

           Full Text  

http://www.eastwestcenter.org/news-center/east-west-wire/both-us-candidates-likely-to-hold-steady-course-on-asia/
http://www.iiss.org/conferences/the-shangri-la-dialogue/plenary-session-speeches-2008/first-plenary-session-challenges-to-stability-in-the-asia-pacific/first-plenary-session-the-hon-robert-gates/
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/0626carnegie-asia.pdf
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/fileadmin/stored/pdfs/apss2008_1.pdf
http://www.deloitte.com/dtt/cda/doc/content/Asia%20Pacific%20economic%20outlook_September%202008.pdf
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/26868194.html
http://www.csis.org/pacfor/ccejournal.html
http://www.csis.org/component/option,com_csis_progj/task,view/id,1205/
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/issuesinsights_v08n07.pdf


      

A Forward-Looking Partner in a Changing East Asia by Wu Xinbo in The Washington 

Quarterly, Autumn. 

 

East Asia as a whole has come a long way since World War II when the United States established a 

hub-and-spoke structure in the Asia-Pacific region through a series of bilateral alliances with 

Australia, Japan, New Zealand, the Philippines, South Korea, Taiwan, and Thailand. Wu says that 

Washington has gained tremendous influence in regional affairs by providing political, economic, 

and military support to a host of countries in the area. Yet, recent developments in East Asia have 

made the region much less dependent on the United States for security protection, economic 

prosperity, and political initiatives. Under these new circumstances, the likelihood of the United 

States maintaining its hub-and-spoke structure is declining, as is the region’s dependence on U.S. 

leadership in regional affairs. The turning point has come for the United States to be a partner 

rather than a patron.            Full Text   

     

Drug Control: Cooperation With Many Major Drug Transit Countries Has Improved, But 

Better Performance Reporting and Stability Plans are Needed GAO, 14 August 2008.  65p. 

 

Each year, criminal organizations transport hundreds of tons of illegal drugs from South America to 

the U.S. through a 6 million square mile “transit zone” including Central America, the Caribbean, 

the Gulf of Mexico, and the eastern Pacific Ocean. Since FY’03, the U.S. has provided over $950 

million to support counter narcotics efforts in transit zone countries, which historically lacked the 

capacity to interdict drugs.          Full Text   

 
Looking Forward in Mindanao by Carl Baker.  CSIS, 4 September 2008. 

 

Recent developments in the Mindanao peace process serve as a reminder that the region remains 

volatile and fraught with unanticipated pitfalls.           Full Text  

    
Dragons in Paradise: China’s Rising Star in Oceania by John Henderson in The National Interest, 
Summer 2003. 
 
Henderson warns that we are still preoccupied with the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, 
and that the U.S. government risks overlooking important developments in peripheral regions. One such 

development is the growing role of China in Oceania--a vast Pacific Ocean area that includes independent 
island states and related territories that, along with Australia and New Zealand, make the Pacific Islands 

Forum, the main regional body. Since the Cold War's end, as the United States has downgraded its 
involvement in Oceania, China has increased its own investment. In an evolving relationship between the 
mighty and the micro states of the world, this shift of great power valence may bear important long-term 
consequences for the changing balance of international security.  It is incorporating the Pacific islands into its 
broader quest to become a major Asia-Pacific power. The result may be a new and unwelcome role for 

Oceania from the U.S. perspective.        Full Text 
 
China in the South Pacific by Jian Yang on AsiaNZ.org September, 2008. 
 
Yang believes that there is no clear evidence to suggest that China’s deepening involvement in the South 
Pacific is a calculated strategic move for its military security.   But there is concern among certain sectors of 
the population that China’s growing influence in the South Pacific has strategic implications. Full Text 

 
China and Taiwan in the South Pacific: Diplomatic Chess versus Pacific Political Rugby Graeme 
Dobell, Lowy Institute for International Policy, January 2007. 
 
Graeme Dobell looks at how the competition for diplomatic recognition between China and Taiwan is 
destabilising Island states and undermining Australia's interests in the region.   

 
The Struggle for Recognition: Diplomatic Competition Between China and Taiwan in Oceania by 
Anthony Von Fossen in Journal of Chinese Political Science, August 2007. 

The Secretary of State Visits Auckland and Samoa U.S. Dept. of State, 26 July 2008.  

Remarks to the U.S.-N.Z. Council by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, Auckland War Memorial 

Museum, N.Z. 26 July 2008. 
 

http://www.twq.com/08autumn/docs/08autumn_xinbo.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08784.pdf
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/pac0845.pdf
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"New Zealand and the U.S… have a long history of partnership. It is one that is grounded in common 
interests, but it is elevated by common ideals... defined by the warmth and respect of two nations, but more 
importantly, of two peoples who are bound together by countless ties of friendship, family, and shared 
experience.             Full Text  

U.S. Foreign Policy in Korea and the Asia-Pacific Region with Ambassador Christopher R. Hill, Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Watson Institute, 25 April 2008.    LISTEN   

The U.S. & East Asia & the Pacific: Assisting in Disaster Preparedness Fact sheet, U.S.Dept of  

 State, 21 July 2008. 

 
The Southwest Pacific: U.S. Interests and China’s Growing Influence CRS, 6 July, 2007. 
 
Focuses on the 14 sovereign nations of the Southwest Pacific, or Pacific Islands region, and the major external 
powers (the United States, Australia, New Zealand, France, Japan, and China). The report looks at the region’s 

main geographical, political, and economic characteristics and discusses United States interests in the Pacific 
and the increased influence of China, which has become a growing force in the region. It also describes policy 
options as considered at the Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders, held in Washington, DC, in March 2007. 
 
A New Breed of Migrants Fans Out Part 1 by Bertil Lintner in Asia Times, 17 April 2007. 

 

The Sinicizing of the South Pacific Part 2 by Bertil Lintner in Asia Times, 18 April 2007.  
 

Throughout history, Chinese migrants have shown a willingness to endure harsh living conditions to 

prosper economically in new countries - and the Chinese in Port Moresby are no exception. 

 

China Woos the South Pacific by Tamara Renee Shie CSIS, 2007.   

 

Once considered the strategic domain of the United States, the South Pacific is falling under the  

Chinese spell, warns Shie. 
  
Diplomatic Rivalry in the South Pacific: The PRC by Thomas V. Biddick in Asian Survey 20:8 (1989).  

 

OTHER USEFUL LINKS: 

 

Pacific Islands Report  

 

Center for Pacific Island Studies  

 

Asia Pacific Center for Journalists  

 
Centre for Strategic Studies, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand  
 

ANU – Canberra – College of Diplomacy  / Research School - Asian and Pacific Studies / 

Asia Pacific Week 2009 

 
The U.S. Department of State assumes no responsibility for the content and availability of the 
resources listed above. All Internet links were active at 10th October, 2008  
 

American Reference Center, U.S. Embassy, P.O. Box 1190, Wellington 
We welcome your feedback!  Email us: wellington.arc@state.gov 
If you do not have Adobe Acrobat Reader, pl. download it here     

 

         

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2008/07/107470.htm
http://www.watsoninstitute.org/events_detail.cfm?id=1116
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/scp/2008/107314.htm
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL34086.pdf
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/ID17Ad03.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/ID18Ad02.html
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/pac0610a.pdf
http://www.springerlink.com/content/vk10886841343148/
http://pidp.eastwestcenter.org/pireport/
http://www.hawaii.edu/cpis/
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/seminars-and-journalism-fellowships/asia-pacific-center-for-journalists/
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/css/
http://apcd.anu.edu.au/
http://rspas.anu.edu.au/
http://rspas.anu.edu.au/asiapacificweek/
mailto:wellington.arc@state.gov
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html

