
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

         U.S. EMBASSY WELLINGTON 

  February 2009        AMERICAN REFERENCE CENTER 
      http://newzealand.usembassy.gov/ 

 
 
 
    

 

 

 

Abraham 
Lincoln 

Bicentennial 
and the 

US Civil Rights 
Movement 

 
 

 

The year 2009 marks the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, the nation’s 
16th president, and the man often considered its greatest leader. His vision spanned 

diplomacy and military strategy, political thought and elemental justice for all 
Americans --- including the African-American slaves he emancipated. 

 
 

Here we have collected a series of links to further information and resources on 
America’s 16th President, the US Civil Rights Movement, and Black History Month, 

which has been officially observed in February every year since 1976. 
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Lincoln Bicentennial 
 
Biography [Columbia Encyclopedia]  

Biography [White House]  
 

Abraham Lincoln: a Legacy of Freedom  
Publication from the US Department of State.  The essays gathered here introduce 
readers to this “best and most widely acclaimed of all Americans.” 

 
Abraham Lincoln Papers  - Library of Congress 

The complete Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress consists of 
approximately 20,000 documents. The collection is organized into three "General 
Correspondence" series which include incoming and outgoing correspondence and 

enclosures, drafts of speeches, and notes and printed material. 
 

Abraham Lincoln: Primary Source Set for Teachers 
Library of Congress  
 

Lincoln Bicentennial 1809-2009  
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission  

 
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace  

National Park Service  
 

Abraham Lincoln websites and further information 

 
Internet Public Library - Lincoln page 
  

Abraham Lincoln Association  
 

Abraham Lincoln Newspaper Archive  
 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum  

 
Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln  

 
Smithsonian Institution's Life of Lincoln  
 

A Lincoln Library  
 

Lincoln Institute  
 
Lincoln Studies Center at Knox College  

 
Living the Legacy: Lincoln in Washington, DC  
 
 
 

http://www.bartleby.com/65/li/LincolnA.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/al16.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/books/lincoln.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/cc_lincoln_kit.php
http://www.lincoln200.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/abli/
http://www.ipl.org/div/potus/alincoln.html
http://abrahamlincolnassociation.org/
http://www.abrahamlincolnarchive.com/Home.aspx
http://www.alplm.org/home.html
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/l/lincoln/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/life-of-lincoln.html
http://www.alincoln-library.com/index.html
http://abrahamlincoln.org/index.asp
http://www.knox.edu/lincolnstudies.xml
http://www.washington.org/lincolnindc/
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Lincoln resumes position as Americans' top-rated president  
Gallup News, Feb. 2007 - In each of seven surveys Gallup has conducted on this 

topic since 1999, Lincoln has been one of the top three presidents named by 
Americans.  
 

Lincoln the great   
By Wilfred W. McClay; in Humanities, Jan/Feb 2009; Volume 30, Number 1 

  
Lincoln’s Contested Legacy - Great Emancipator or unreconstructed racist? 
Defender of civil liberties or subverter of the Constitution? Each generation evokes 

a different Lincoln. But who was he?  
By Philip B. Kunhardt III; in Smithsonian magazine, February 2009  

 
The Mask of Lincoln: Images of an Enduring Mystery  
Studied by generations of schoolchildren, Civil War enthusiasts and historians, 

Lincoln remains a brilliant enigma, as much of a riddle today as he was to his 
contemporaries. 

By Lauren Monsen; 12 Dec. 2008 
 

 
The United States Civil Rights Movement 
 

    

 

 
Free At Last - The U.S. Civil Rights Movement  

This book recounts how African-American slaves and their 
descendants struggled to win — both in law and in practice — the 

civil rights enjoyed by other Americans.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964
 

Library of Congress Civil Rights Resource Guide  
 

The Civil Rights Era 
Information from the Library of Congress  
 

John F. Kennedy's Civil Rights Address 
Delivered on 11 June 1963  

 
US Government Resources 
 

State Department Office of Civil Rights  
 

Civil Rights Agenda  

http://www.gallup.com/poll/26608/Lincoln-Resumes-Position-Americans-TopRated-President.aspx
http://www.neh.gov/news/humanities/2009-01/Lincoln.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/Lincolns-Contested-Legacy.html?utm_source=webtoc200902-February&utm_medium=referrals&utm_campaign=SmithMag&utm_content=lincoln
http://www.america.gov/st/arts-english/2008/December/20081211171324GLnesnoM9.904116e-02.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/books-content/free-at-last.html
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/December/20090106134535jmnamdeirf0.4566919.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/civilrights/home.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart9.html
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/jfkcivilrights.htm
http://socr.state.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/civil_rights/


President Barack Obama has spent much of his career fighting to strengthen civil 
rights as a civil rights attorney, community organizer, Illinois State Senator, U.S. 

Senator, and now as President. Whether promoting economic opportunity, working 
to improve our nation's education and health system, or protecting the right to 

vote, President Obama has been a powerful advocate for our civil rights. 
 
US Commission on Civil Rights  
 

 

 

African American History in America 
 

National African American History Month in February celebrates the 
contributions that African Americans have made to American history in their 

struggles for freedom and equality and deepens our understanding of our Nation's 
history. 

In celebration of National African American History Month, the Law Library of 

Congress presents this guide providing an overview, legislative branch documents, 
executive branch documents, and web resources. 

 
2009 Presidential Proclamation  
Office of the White House Press Secretary 

 
African American History Month  

The Library of Congress, National Archives and Records Administration, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, National Gallery of Art, National Park Service, 
Smithsonian Institution and United States Holocaust Memorial Museum join in 

paying tribute to the generations of African Americans who struggled with adversity 
to achieve full citizenship in American society. 

 
House Democratic Leaders Celebrate Black History Month  
February 2nd, 2009 

 
Black History Month information and Resources  

 
African American History Resources for teachers  

 
American History Month handout  
 

 
 

 
 

American Reference Center, U.S. Embassy, P.O. Box 1190, Wellington 
We welcome your feedback! Email us: wellington.arc@state.gov 

 
If you do not have Adobe Acrobat Reader, download it here 

 

http://www.usccr.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/african-american.php
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/NationalAfricanAmericanHistoryMonth2009/
http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/
http://speaker.house.gov/blog/?p=1672
http://amlife.america.gov/amlife/diversity/black-history-month.html
http://www.free.ed.gov/subjects.cfm?subject_id=116&res_feature_request=0
http://newsletters.usembassy.hu/Publications/BlackHistory2009shared.pdf
mailto:wellington.arc@state.gov
http://get.adobe.com/reader/

