AMERICAN REFERENCE CENTER
U.S. EMBASSY WELLINGTON, N.Z.

WEALTH, POVERTY & INCOME DISTRIBUTION
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

We have a moral obligation to use our prosperity at this moment, especially to uplift communities in poverty.
- Alan Greenspan

SELECTED WEBSITES AND ONLINE PUBLICATIONS
No recommendation is made in respect of non-U.S. Government web sites listed.
Please note: The links to these reports are accurate as at 30 April, 2007.

DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH & INCOME:

Income. Census Bureau reports and briefs

Growing Wealth, Inequality, and Housing in the United States. Joint Center for Housing Studies,
Harvard University, February, 2007. (29p.)

Money Income in the United States: 2001 (Census Bureau, Sept. 2002)

The Distribution of Wealth in California 2000. California Research Bureau, 2003

Income Growth and Disparity in the United States, 1929-2003 Paul Gomme and Peter Rupert,
Economic Commentary, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, August 2004

Share of economy going to wages and salaries drops for unprecedented 14% straight quarter:
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, October 29, 2004

Less Cash in Their Pockets: Trends in Incomes, Wages, Taxes and Health Spending of Middle-Income
Families, 2000-2003 Briefing paper, Economic Policy Institute, October 21, 2004

Pulling Apart: A State-by-State Analysis of Income Trends Economic Policy Institute, January 2006

The Level and Distribution of Economic Well-Being Remarks by Federal Reserve chairman Ben S.
Bernanke before the Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce, February 6, 2007

Meeting the Challenge of Income Instability Hearing before the Joint Economic Committee, U.S.
Congress, February 28, 2007.

INCOME:

Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates. Census Bureau

Income in the U.S., 2002 Census Bureau, Sept. 2003. 35p.

Income inequality — BNA’s annotated links to reports, analyses, etc

Income, Poverty and Health in the U.S. 2003 Census Bureau, 2004

Family Income of Unemployment Insurance Recipients CBO, March 2004



http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/reports.html
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/publications/markets/w07-1.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2002pubs/p60-218.pdf
http://www.library.ca.gov/crb/03/10/03-010.pdf
http://www.clevelandfed.org/Research/Regional/Features/2004/november/feature-nov04.cfm
http://www.cbpp.org/10-29-04pov.pdf
http://www.cbpp.org/10-29-04pov.pdf
http://www.cbpp.org/10-29-04pov.pdf
http://www.epinet.org/content.cfm/bp154
http://www.epinet.org/content.cfm/bp154
http://www.epi.org/content.cfm/studies_pulling_apart_2006
http://www.federalreserve.gov/BoardDocs/Speeches/2007/20070206/default.htm
http://jec.senate.gov/hearings.htm
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/index.html
http://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/p60-221.pdf
http://www.bna.com/webwatch/income.htm
http://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/p60-221.pdf
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdoc.cfm?index=5144&type=1
http://newzealand.usembassy.gov/

Six Standards for Family Economic Self-Sufficiency — resources for states

Income Growth and Disparity in the United States, 1929-2003. Paul Gomme and Peter
Rupert, Economic Commentary, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, August 2004

State per capita personal income

Why is Household Income Falling While GDP is Rising? CRS, July 7, 2006

Wealth Inequality is Vast and Growing. Economic snapshot, Economic Policy Institute, August 23,
2006

Income Climbs, Poverty Stabilizes, Uninsured Rate Increases Census Bureau, August 29, 2006

Income, Earnings. and Poverty Data from the 2005 American Community Survey Census Bureau,
August 2006 (32p.)

How to Assess the Census Income and Poverty Numbers Center on Budget and Policy Priorities,
August 29, 2006

Personal Income for Metropolitan Areas, 2005 BEA, September 6, 2006

Economic Inequality in the United States Speech by Janet L. Yellen, President and CEO,
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, November 6, 2006

Income, Poverty., and Health Insurance in the United States Research report, AARP, December 2006

Has U.S. Income Inequality Really Increased? by Alan Reynolds. Cato Inst. January 8, 2007. (28p.)

The Level and Distribution of Economic Well-Being Remarks by Federal Reserve Chairman Ben S.
Bernanke before the Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce, February 6, 2007

Meeting the Challenge of Income Instability Hearing before the Joint Economic Committee, U.S.
Congress, February 28, 2007

The Effect of Taxes and Transfers on Income and Poverty in the United States: 2005. Census Bureau,
March 2007. (24p.)

WEALTH, RICH INDIVIDUALS:

World Wealth Report — by CapGemini [consultants]

Wealth in America 2007: Findings from a Survey of Millionaire Households. Northern Trust, January
2007 (52p.)

PERSONAL INCOME:

Personal Income — 1999 to 2004 — detailed statistics, by State

Personal Income for Metropolitan Areas, 2005 BEA, September 6, 2006.

PERSONAL & HOUSEHOLD ECONOMICS:

The Over-Consumption Myth:; and Other Tales of Economics, Law and Morality Paper by
Elizabeth Warren, Yale Law School, 2004 [consumption patterns of Families]

Why is Household Income Falling While GDP is Rising? CRS, July 7, 2006

Housing Wealth and Consumer Spending. CBO Background Paper, January 2007 (22p.)

From Poverty to Prosperity: A National Strateqgy to Cut Poverty in Half Center for American Progress,
April 2007. Full Text



http://www.sixstrategies.org/
http://www.clevelandfed.org/Research/Regional/Features/2004/november/feature-nov04.cfm
http://www.bea.gov/bea/newsrel/SPINewsRelease.htm
http://opencrs.cdt.org/rpts/RL33519_20060707.pdf
http://www.epi.org/content.cfm/webfeatures_snapshots_20060823
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/income_wealth/007419.html
http://www.census.gov/prod/2006pubs/acs-02.pdf
http://www.cbpp.org/8-28-06pov.htm
http://www.bea.gov/bea/newsrelarchive/2006/mpi0906.htm
http://www.frbsf.org/news/speeches/2006/1106.html
http://www.aarp.org/research/assistance/lowincome/income_poverty.html
http://www.cato.org/pubs/pas/pa586.pdf
http://www.federalreserve.gov/BoardDocs/Speeches/2007/20070206/default.htm
http://jec.senate.gov/hearings.htm
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/effect2005/p60-232.pdf
http://www.us.capgemini.com/worldwealthreport/
http://www-ac.northerntrust.com/content/media/attachment/data/white_paper/0702/document/wealth_america2007.pdf
http://www.bea.gov/regional/docs/spi2004/
http://www.bea.gov/bea/newsrelarchive/2006/mpi0906.htm
http://www.yale.edu/law/ltw/papers/ltw-warren.pdf
http://opencrs.cdt.org/rpts/RL33519_20060707.pdf
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/77xx/doc7719/01-05-Housing.pdf
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/04/poverty_report.html
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/04/pdf/poverty_report.pdf

PERSONAL AND HOUSEHOLD DEBT:

Life and Debt: Why American Households are Borrowing to the Hilt The Century
Foundation, 2004

Debt and bankruptcy — Demos

Generation Broke: the Growth of Debt Among Young Americans Briefing Paper, Demos,
October 2004

The Plastic Safety Net: The Reality Behind Debt in America Findings from a National Household Survey
of Credit Card Debt Among Low- and Middle-Income Households. Demos, October 12, 2005

INCOME IMPROVEMENT:

Welfare Reform: More Information Needed to Assess Promising Strateqgies to Increase Parent’s
Incomes GAO, December 2006

From Poverty, Opportunity: Putting the Market to Work for Lower Income Families Brookings,
Metropolitan Policy Program, July 2006

Economic Opportunity and Poverty in America Hearing before the U.S. House Committee on Ways and
Means, Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support, February 13, 2007

Meeting the Challenge of Income Instability Hearing before the Joint Economic Committee, U.S.
Congress, February 28, 2007

From Poverty to Prosperity: A National Strateqy to Cut Poverty in Half Center for American Progress,
April 2007. FEull Text

INCOME SUPPORT:

Support for Low-Income Families: States Serve a Broad Range of Families Through a Complex and
Changing System GAO, January 2004

Support Providers, 2002. Census Bureau, 2005 [in 2002, 7.8 million people in USA provided an
aggregate $40 billion in support to persons outside their household, e.g. child support]

Family-Friendly Policies: Boosting Mothers’ Wages Center for Economic and Policy Studies, April 2005

Recent Changes to Programs Assisting Low-Income Families Hearing before the Subcommittee on
Income Security and Family Support, U.S. House Committee on Ways and Means, March 6, 2007

The Effect of Taxes and Transfers on Income and Poverty in the United States: 2005 Census Bureau,
March 2007. (24p.)

POVERTY:

HHS Poverty Guidelines, Research and Management

The 2005 HHS Poverty Guidelines

Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates Census Bureau

Poverty in the U.S. 2002 Census Bureau, Sept. 2003 (40p.)

Poverty in the U.S. 2001 (Census Bureau, Sept. 2002) (41p.)

A Profile of the Working Poor - 2001 Bureau of Labor Statistics, June 2003

A Profile of the Working Poor, 2003 Bureau of Labor Statistics, March 2005

A Profile of the Working Poor, 2004 Bureau of Labor Statistics, May 2006

Poverty and income distribution - Center for Budget and Policy Priorities

Anatomy of Nonmetro High-Poverty Areas Article in Amber Waves, Feb.2004



http://www.tcf.org/Publications/EconomicsInequality/baker_debt.pdf
http://www.demos-usa.org/page276.cfm
http://www.demos-usa.org/pubs/Generation_Broke.pdf
http://www.demos.org/pub654.cfm
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06108.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06108.pdf
http://www.californiaprogressreport.com/2006/07/from_poverty_op.html
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/hearings.asp?formmode=detail&hearing=524
http://jec.senate.gov/hearings.htm
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/04/poverty_report.html
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/04/pdf/poverty_report.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d04256.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d04256.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/p70-99.pdf
http://www.cepr.net/publications/labor_markets_2005_04_06.pdf
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/hearings.asp?formmode=detail&hearing=533
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/effect2005/p60-232.pdf
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/05poverty.shtml
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/index.html
http://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/p60-222.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2002pubs/p60-219.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswp2001.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswp2003.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswp2004.pdf
http://www.cbpp.org/pubs/povinc.htm
http://www.ers.usda.gov/amberwaves/February04/Features/Anatomy.htm

Institute for Research on Poverty

Addressing Global Poverty: 11P e-journal, 2002

Losing Ground: Income and Poverty in Upstate New York, 1980-2000 Brookings
Institution, Metropolitan Policy Program, September 2004

Poor Excuses: how neglecting poverty costs all Americans Issue Brief. Century Foundation, 2004.

Income, Poverty and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2004 Census Bureau,
August 2005 (85p.)

Marriage Not Enough to Guarantee Economic Security National Center for Children in Poverty,
New York, 2005 (8p.)

Topics in Aging: Income and Poverty Among Older Americans in 2004 CRS, November 7, 2005

The Almanac of Hunger and Poverty in America 2006 America’s Second Harvest, 2006

Income Climbs, Poverty Stabilizes, Uninsured Rate Increases. Census Bureau, August 29, 2006

The Mismeasure of Poverty Nicholas Eberstadt, Policy Review, August-September 2006

The Rising Incidence of Severe Poverty in America: A Growing Threat to Public Health American
Journal of Preventive Medicine, Oct. 2006

African American and Latino Families Face High Rates of Hardship Center on Budget & Policy
Priorities, November 21, 2006

Two Steps Back: City and Suburban Poverty Trends, 1999-2005 Brookings Institution,
Metropolitan Policy Program, December 2006

Hunger and Homelessness Survey 2006 U.S. Conference of Mayors, December 2006 (97p.)

The Economic and Societal Costs of Poverty Hearing before the U.S. House Committee on Ways and
Means, January 24, 2007

The Impact of State Income Taxes on Low-Income Families in 2006 Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities, March 27, 2007 (23p.)

Proposals for Reducing Poverty Hearing before the Subcommittee on Income Security and Family
Support, U.S. House Committee on Ways and Means, April 26, 2007.

POVERTY: HISTORICAL DATA:

Poverty Lines and Measures of Income Inadequacy in the United States Since 1870: Collecting and
Using a Little-Known Body of Historical Material. Paper by Gordon M. Fisher, 1997

Historical Relationship Between the Minimum Wage and Poverty, 1959 to 2005 CRS, July 5, 2005.

CHILD POVERTY:

Defining Poverty and Why It Matters for Children Children’s Defense Fund, 2005 (4p.)

Understanding Recent Changes in Child Poverty The Urban Institute, August 2006.

LOW-INCOME AREAS, CONCENTRATION ON POVERTY:

Greenlining Institute (based in San Francisco)

The Changing Urban Geoagraphy of Poverty and Service Provision Scott Allard,

L9 Brookings, August 2004
T
WL Supermarket Characteristics and Operating Costs in Low-Income Areas USDA
“' - Economic Research Service, 2004
+


http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/irp/
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/ites/0901/ijee/ijee0901.htm
http://www.brook.edu/metro/pubs/20040914_pendall.pdf
http://www.tcf.org/Publications/EconomicsInequality/poorexcusesrc.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/p60-229.pdf
http://nccp.org/media/mne05_text.pdf
http://digital.library.unt.edu/govdocs/crs/data/2005/upl-meta-crs-7891/RL32697_2005Nov07.pdf
http://www.secondharvest.org/learn_about_hunger/Hunger_Almanac_2006.html
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/income_wealth/007419.html
http://www.policyreview.org/138/eberstadt.html
http://www.ajpm-online.net/article/PIIS0749379706002339/fulltext
http://www.cbpp.org/11-21-06pov.pdf
http://www.brook.edu/metro/pubs/20061205_citysuburban.pdf
http://www.usmayors.org/uscm/hungersurvey/2006/report06.pdf
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/hearings.asp?formmode=detail&hearing=508
http://www.cbpp.org/3-27-07sfp.pdf
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/hearings.asp?formmode=detail&hearing=552
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/papers/since1870.htm
http://www.house.gov/mcdermott/pdf/050712_news.pdf
http://www.childrensdefense.org/site/DocServer/definingpoverty.pdf?docID=390
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311356_A71.pdf
http://www.greenlining.org/
http://www.brook.edu/metro/pubs/20040816_allard.htm
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aer839/aer839.pdf

Areas with Concentrated Poverty: 1999 Census Bureau, July 2005 (11p.)

What’s a Youngster to Do? The Education and Labor Market Plight of Youth in High-Poverty
Communities Center for Law and Social Policy, 2005

Katrina’s Window: Confronting Concentrated Poverty Across America Brookings Institution,
October 2005 (13p.)

The Cost of Living and the Geographic Distribution of Poverty USDA/ERS, September 2006

Empowerment Zone and Enterprise Community Program: Improvements Occurred in Communities, but
the Effect of the Program is Unclear. GAO, September 2006.

WORKING POOR, WORKING FAMILIES:

A Profile of the Working Poor 2002 Bureau of Labor Statistics, September 2004

A Profile of the Working Poor 2003 Bureau of Labor Statistics, March 2005

Characteristics of Minimum Waage Workers 2004 Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2005

Campaign for Working Families

The Working Poor, Families Project: Strengthening State Policies State by State Accomplishments
(Annie E. Casey Foundation)

Working Hard, Falling Short: America’s Working Families and the Pursuit of Economic Security
a National Report. Working Poor Families Project, 2004. (Annie E. Casey Foundation)

The Myth of the Working Poor. Steve Malanga, City Journal, Autumn 2004

The Price is Wrong: Getting the Market Right for Working Families in Philadelphia Brookings, 2005

Tax Subsidies to Help Working Families in Cities. Brookings Institution working paper, June 2005

Basic Facts About Low-Income Children. National Center for Children in Poverty, 2005

Who Are America’s Poor Children? National Center for Children in Poverty, September 2005

A Heavy Load: The Combined Housing and Transportation Burdens of Working Families Center for
Housing Policy, October 2006. (32p.)

LOW-SKILL HOUSEHOLDS:

The Fiscal Cost of Low-Skill Households to the U.S. Taxpayer by Robert E. Rector et al. Heritage
Foundation, April 2007.

ECONOMIC & SOCIAL MOBILITY:

Dynamics of Economic Well-Being: Moving Up and Down the Income Ladder, 1998 to 1999 Census
Bureau, Household Economic Studies, April 2005

Overcoming Barriers to Mobility: The Role of Place in the United States and UK by Alan Berube,
Brookings Institution, April 2006

Opportunity in America: The Role of Education by Isabel Sawhill. The Future of Children Program
(Princeton-Brookings), Fall 2006. (8p.)

HIGH-INCOME AREAS:
TINS study, March 2006, names ten richest U.S. counties.
American Reference Center,
U.S. Embassy, P.O. Box 1190, Wellington
We welcome your feedback!
Ph: 04-462-6122 email: wellington.arc@state.gov
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http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/censr-16.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/publications/market_plight_of_youth.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/publications/market_plight_of_youth.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/20051012_Concentratedpoverty.pdf
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/ERR26/
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06727.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswp2002.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswp2003.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/minwage2004.htm
http://www.campaignforfamilies.org/
http://www.aecf.org/KnowledgeCenter/Publications.aspx?pubguid=%7BF834ED91-54B5-468D-AEC9-D02443DAE945%7D
http://www.aecf.org/KnowledgeCenter/Publications.aspx?pubguid=%7B09FAC2FF-1BC4-496F-9AB3-8BF6E0BA26C9%7D
http://www.city-journal.org/html/14_4_working_poor.html
http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/20050404_PriceIsWrong.htm
http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/200506_Taxpolicies.pdf
http://www.nccp.org/pub_bdf.html
http://nccp.org/pub_cpt05b.html
http://www.nhc.org/pdf/pub_heavy_load_10_06.pdf
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Welfare/sr12.cfm
http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/p70-100.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/20060410_ukmobility.htm
http://www.brookings.edu/es/research/projects/foc/20060913foc.pdf
http://www.tns-global.com/corporate/Doc/0/LMUL8EKSNQRK5AUJGG6EG5D713/060328FV%20-%20Millionaires%20Release.doc.pdf
mailto:wellington.arc@state.gov
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