
 

 

Spotlight – September 2009 

Asia/Pacific Region 

Barack Obama, Kevin Rudd and the Alliance: American Australian Perspectives by Michael O’Hanlon and 
Michael Fullilove. Lowy Institute for International Policy. August 2009. 
 

A good deal has been written about the Australia-U.S. alliance over the past decade, but almost all of it described 
the alliance as it developed under the stewardship of conservative leaders in Washington and Canberra. Now the 
alliance is in the hands of a Democratic president and a Labor prime minister. The paper sets out the views of 
two analysts on the developing relationship between President Obama and Prime Minister Rudd and the kind of 
alliance over which they will preside.        ARTICLE 760 
 
2009 Asia Pacific Clean Energy Summit and Expo 
 

The 2009 Asia Pacific Clean Energy Summit and Expo will center around various renewable energy initiatives and 

policies throughout the Asia-Pacific region.  It will also include a trade show for innovative technologies, services 

and ideas.  The Department of Defense will also have a DOD day featuring plans and procurement opportunities 
for energy projects throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 

Asia’s Astonishing Rebound. The Economist. August 15, 2009. 
 

Asia's emerging economies are leading the way out of recession; now they must make their recovery last. 
 

Indian Government Opens Climate debate to Youth by Anna da Costa. World Watch Institute. August 5, 
2009. 
 

India set a new international standard last month for engaging youth on environmental policy by inviting the 
Indian Youth Climate Network to comment on climate change regulations.    ARTICLE 761 
 
Southeast Asian Nations Risk Dissension by Ignoring Human Rights by Meidyatama Suryodiningrat. Yale 
Global. August 4, 2009. 
 

For ASEAN, the ruling regime in Burma is an embarrassment to both soft authoritarian regimes like Singapore 
and democracies such as Indonesia. The embarrassment was highlighted during the recent summit of the group 
at which the U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton lambasted Burma for its terrible human rights record before 
an uncomfortable group of senior officials.       ARTICLE 762 

 
The Af-Pak Channel; Inside the War for Southern Asia . Foreign Policy Magazine.  
 

A special project of Foreign Policy and the New America Foundation. 

 
Southeast Asian Nations Risk Dissension by Ignoring Human Rights by Meidyatama Suryodiningrat. Yale 
Global Online. August 04, 2009. 
 

ASEAN’s status as a successful association that fosters regional economic development and trade remains largely 
unquestioned. But the association has a poor record as a forum of modern democratic states upholding broader 
objectives such as human rights.        ARTICLE 763 
 

East Asia’s Foreign Exchange Rate Policies by Michael F. Martin. Congressional Research Service. July 16, 
2009. 
 

This report examines the de facto foreign exchange rate policies adopted by the monetary authorities of East 
Asia. In some cases, there is a perceived discrepancy between the official exchange rate policy and the observed 

de facto exchange rate policy. 
 
Cambodia has to Cope with its Global Connection by Anne-Laure Poree. YaleGlobal. August 11, 2009. 
 

Cambodia Angkor Air was launched to boost tourism between the capital and Siem Reap near the famed ruins of 
Angkor Wat. With tourist arrivals falling sharply since late last year, this may signal a triumph of hope over 
reality, says the report.         ARTICLE 764 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/08_america_australia_fullilove/08_america_australia_fullilove.pdf
http://www.asiapacificcleanenergy.com/
http://www.economist.com/printedition/index.cfm?d=20090815
http://www.worldwatch.org/node/6214
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/display.article?id=12635
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/afpak
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/display.article?id=12635
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS22860_20090716.pdf
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/display.article?id=12652


 

 

 

India’s Future in the Balance by Michelle Kaffenberger and Derek Scissors. Heritage Foundation. August 13, 
2009. 
 

A possibly critical event within India has gone largely unnoticed elsewhere: The Indian federal legislature has 
approved a bill mandating free public education for all citizens. Whether the bill is properly or improperly 
implemented could play a notable role in determining whether India becomes a global economic leader, and a 

global economic partner for the U.S.        ARTICLE 765 
 
U.S. Accession to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ Treaty of Amity and Cooperation. 
Congressional Research Service. updated July 13, 2009.      
 
North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons: Technical Issues. Congressional Research Service. July 1, 2009.    
 

This report summarizes what is known from open sources about the North Korean nuclear weapons program—
including weapons-usable fissile material and warhead estimates—and assesses current developments in 
achieving denuclearization.         ARTICLE 766 

 
No North Korean Thaw from Clinton Trip by Bruce Klingner. Heritage Foundation. August 18, 2009 (refers to 
the visit of former U.S. President Bill Clinton to North Korea in early August 2009). 

 

http://www.heritage.org/Research/AsiaandthePacific/upload/wm_2586.pdf
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/128354.pdf
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/128384.pdf
http://www.heritage.org/Research/AsiaandthePacific/wm2591.cfm

