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NATO Defense Ministers Meet in London 

On 18-19 September, NATO Defense Ministers met in London to discuss the Alliance’s 
capabilities and on-going transformation. Key topics of discussion included identifying 
best ways for ensuring appropriate defense spending levels in support of missions and 
availability of critical assets including helicopters. Ministers also consulted on current 
developments in the Euro-Atlantic area affecting vital security interests of member states.
After the meetings, NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said that “NATO has a 
robust, a flexible, and experienced planning capability able to respond in a timely way to 
any requirement.”  more 

The next meeting of NATO Defense Ministers will be in Budapest, Hungary on October 9-10, 2008. 

l Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer's Press Conference Remarks  
l Roundtable with Secretary Gates from London, United Kingdom  

Russia-Georgia 

Secretary Rice: Russia Must 
Change Course in Georgia.  
The crisis in Georgia is the 
latest example of a Russia 
that has become 
“increasingly authoritarian at 
home and aggressive 
abroad,” said Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice. “Our 

strategic goal now is to make it clear to Russia’s leaders 
that their choices are putting Russia on a one-way path 
to self-imposed isolation and international irrelevance,” 
she told an audience at the German Marshall Fund in 
Washington, D.C. on September 18. more  

l Secretary Rice's Remarks at the GMF    

North Atlantic Council Visits 
Georgia. On September 15-
16, the 26 NATO Permanent 
Representatives traveled to 
Tbilisi, Georgia. While this 
Alliance meeting in Tbilisi 
had been scheduled ahead 
of Russia’s August 8 attack, 
the event took on added 

significance following an August 19 emergency session 
of NATO’s North Atlantic Council (NAC), which voted 
unanimously to create a NATO-Georgia Commission. 
This commission, which was launched during the NAC 
visit, is aimed at preparing Georgia for future NATO 
membership and helping Georgia rebuild following 
Russia’s August 2008 invasion. “Despite the crisis, 
despite the very difficult political situation Georgia is 
facing today, NATO ambassadors and I have come to 
support Georgia,” Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer said, “to show Georgia that we are interested in 
its ambition for Euro-Atlantic integration.” more  

l N A T O-Georgia Joint Press Statement  

Missile Defense 

U.S., Czechs Sign Ballistic 
Defense Treaties. On 
September 19, the U.S. and 
the Czech Republic signed 
agreements that will allow the 
U.S. to build a limited ballistic 
missile defense system to 
protect Europe from missiles 

fired from Iran or other rogue nations. Defense 
Secretary Gates and Czech Defense Minister Vlasta 
Parkanova signed the status of forces agreement that 
will allow basing of U.S. forces in the Czech Republic 
and a declaration on strategic defense cooperation 
between the two nations. more 

Following the ceremony, USNATO Ambassador Kurt 
Volker spoke with Czech media to explain the 
implications of this agreement for NATO Allies. Missile 
defense cooperation between the U.S., Poland, and 
Czech Republic will lead to a system covering most 
Allied territory. At the Bucharest Summit, Allies agreed 
that missile defense was a key priority and the Alliance 
will work with these three countries on an interoperable 
system to cover all Allied territory. 

On September 24, the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed a Defense Department spending bill that 
includes funding to support the U.S. missile defense 
system in Poland and the Czech Republic that will 
extend protection across most of Allied territory.  This 
bill must be approved by the Senate and signed by the 

 

NATO 

New Challenges and New 
Responses for NATO’s Old 
Mission of Collective 

Defense. USNATO 

Ambassador Kurt Volker 
recently spoke at the Centre 
for European Reform (CER) 
in London about the crisis in 

Georgia and the broader implications of the crisis for 
European security and the role of NATO. Emphasizing 
the transatlantic community’s unity in response to the 
situation in Georgia, Ambassador Volker stressed the 
need for long-term cooperation to ensure NATO’s 
continued transformation to a modern, more capable 
Alliance. While NATO’s core mission of collective 
defense has not changed, its future includes 
partnerships with others outside the Alliance to help 
unify responses to common security challenges.  

l Ambassador Volker's Remarks at the CER    

Protocols to the North 

Atlantic Treaty. On 

September 10, Daniel Fried, 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for European and Eurasian 
Affairs spoke before the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee regarding NATO’s 

purposes in the Cold War and today; the role that 
NATO enlargement has played in advancing security 
and stability in Europe since 1989; the current 
proposed round of enlargement to include Albania and 
Croatia; and NATO’s future relations with Georgia and 
Ukraine, whom NATO’s leaders at the Bucharest 
Summit declared will become members of the Alliance. 
Russia’s recent attack on Georgia and ongoing military 
activity in that country formed a backdrop to Assistant 
Secretary Fried’s testimony.   

Subsequently, the Senate voted, on September 25, to 
ratify Albania and Croatia’s accession to NATO. White 
House Press Secretary Dana Perino welcomed the 
Senate’s ratification and said “this step recognizes the 
tremendous progress made by these countries in 
recent years. Their membership in NATO, once 
ratification by other allies is completed, will be a great 
asset to the Alliance. Both countries are already active 
participants in military operations, along with U.S. 
forces and those of our Allies.” 

l Assistant Secretary Fried Testimony before the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee  

Afghanistan 

Secretary Gates: Up to 
Three More Brigades 
Available for Afghanistan by
Summer. On September 23, 
Secretary Gates testified 
before Congress and said 
that up to three additional 
brigade combat teams will 
likely be available for 

deployment to Afghanistan next spring and summer. 
Secretary Gates cautioned, however, that additional 
forces alone will not solve the conflict in Afghanistan. 
“Security is just one aspect of the campaign, alongside 
development and governance,” he said. “We must 
maintain momentum, keep the international 
community engaged and develop the capacity of the 
Afghan government,” he said. more  
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President  before it takes effect.  

Ambassador Volker's Video Messages  
 

NATO: Driven by World 
Events 

Afghanistan and Georgia: 
NATO's Top Priorities 

  

l Secretary Gates' Testimony before the House 

Armed Services Committee  
l Secretary Gates' Testimony before the Senate 

Armed Services Committee  

U.S. Supports Afghan 
National Army Expansion.  
On September 10, the Joint 
Coordination Monitoring Board
(JCMB) endorsed the 
Government of Afghanistan’s 
plan to expand the size of the
Afghan National Army to 

134,000 soldiers. The U.S. welcomes this decision by 
the JCMB and fully supports the Government of 
Afghanistan’s efforts to assume the lead for security 
operations in the country. Press Statement  
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