THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY
Windhoek, Namibia
Public Affairs Office

PEPFAR
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Priscilla Hernandez
October 2, 2014 Public Affairs Officer, Phone: 229-801

The Namibian Defense Force Works Toward an AIDS-Free Generation

More than 150 people gathered to fill the seats and bleachers to witness the U.S. Government
hand over a surgical field hospital to the Namibian Defense Force (NDF) on September 29,
2014. The NDF will use the tent to offer Voluntary Medical Male Circumcision (VMMC)
services to all defense force personnel, free of charge. In addition, the tent will assist in
providing counseling, testing, and referral services to stop the spread and stigma of HIV.

The self-contained medical theater
- tent includes a generator offering
.. Climate control for the comfort and
.z health of patients as well as
Y 5 electricity and water systems. The
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Figure 1 Figure 1 U.S. Embassy Chargé d' Affaires, a.i. Mr. John Kowalski W
and Under Secretary of the Ministry of Defence Brigadier General JA
//Hoabeb open the doors to medical theater tent at handover event in
Windhoek

medical theater tent and VMMC Kits, valued at N$1,134,000,
were donated by the United States Department of Defense
with funding from the United States President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

“This surgical tent, intended for the Namibian Defense Force,
IS just one aspect of the United States commitment to
eliminate the spread of HIV in Namibia,” said U.S. Embassy
Charge d' Affaires, a.i. Mr. John Kowalski at the event.

NDF personnel completed training on the medical tent
systems last week and received certificates at the ceremony.
The tent will begin its operation as a field hospital next week.
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assigned to remote locations in Namibia where the soldiers do not have easy access to a hospital.
Through this partnership, the U.S. Government is working with the Namibian Government to
achieve the Ministry of Defense goal of 7,500 VMMCs for service members, their families, and
the communities that surround their bases.

Studies have revealed that male circumcision, a low-cost medical procedure, reduces the risk of
sexual transmission of HIV by 60 percent and reduces the risk of developing cervical cancer in
women.

For the Namibian Defense Force this means healthier soldiers. Healthier soldiers mean a more
ready Namibian Defense Force.

In addition to the surgical field hospital, the Ministry of Defense, with support from PEPFAR,
has opened two static VMMC sites: one at Grootfontein Military Hospital and one at Peter
Mweshihange Military Health Center in Windhoek. By working together, the United States and
Namibian Governments are one step closer to achieving an AIDS-free generation.

Figure 3: From left: PEPFAR Country Coordinator Dr. Jennifer Nield, U.S. Embassy Chargé d* Affaires, a.i.
Mr. John Kowalski, Under Secretary of the Ministry of Defence Brigadier General JA //Hoabeb, and United
States Senior Defense Official Major Robert Johanek
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