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$14mn tie-up
for healthcare
of women, kids

Mumbai: The US Agency for In-
ternational Development (USA-
1ID), the Kiawah Trust of the UK
and an Indian foundation laune-
hed a $14 million partnershipon
Wednesday for the healthecare
needsof adolescent girls, mothe-
rs, newbornsandkidsinIndia. -
" According to the trust, In-
dia's mortality statistics are
alarming and a huge percentage
is avoidable. About 67,000 moth-
ers dieeach year from complica-

enunder theage of five suffer fi-
om chronic malnutrition, with
about 70% of these suffering fr-
omanemia. Thealliance will en-
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Dr. Rajiv Shah Interview

When we make investments, we seek matching funds from Indian organisations: Rajiv Shah, USAID
Gayatri Nayak, ET Bureau Mar 6, 2013, 05.52PM IST

USAID will be co-partnering with the government of India and with the private sector to tackle issues like food
security, says Rajiv Shah, Administrator of United States for International Development in a talk with Gayatri
Nayak and Karthik Krishnan

Can you tell us a bit about your agenda in India?

President Obama was here in 2010. India is an indispensible partner for the US. At that time, we decided we
will change the way USAID partners and operates in India and transition away from being a traditional
development partner and build our efforts as an innovation lab to support and tackle big global challenges
around the world with India as a partner. We are meeting with and expanding partnerships with private
companies, private philanthropists and scientists and work more closely. We tackle issues like agriculture and
address food insecurity in Africa or reducing under-five child mortality and preventing child death here in India
and all around the world. In all of those cases, we see Indian efforts are critical to building a world that can
successfully take on some of the big moral challenges of our time.

So, what role are you seeing for yourself in terms of co-coordinating or getting funds?

Last June, Ghulam Nabi Azad, Minister of Health and Family Welfare along with other partners convened a
major effort in Washington DC to convince the world to tackle the fact that too many children die under the age
of 5. Nearly 7 million die and about 22% of them are in India. Two weeks ago in Chennai, the Indian leaders
held their own call-to-action to prevent child death. Azad brought many ministers and leaders from states-and
the private sector together to come up with detailed plans of saving children's life.

There are many American agencies involved in such activities. How would you stand apart?

We are focussed on partnering with the private sector and pursuing and searching for the kinds of innovative
new solutions that can apply in India and also in other parts of the world like Afghanistan and Africa. We met
with Indian private sector leaders to learn about the differing strategies they were employing here and to partner
with them to bring their business models and their technology to African countries that are dealing with hunger
and food insecurity. USAID is partnering with them to help them tackle hunger and poverty in Africa.

Is the US trying to learn from the Indian model?

Yes. We are also working with Indian organisations to help support women in Afghanistan or to help improve
health efforts here in India and throughout Asia where we can save more children's life.

What kind of funding support are you planning to commit in India?

The US has a broad partnership with India. Our partnership is different now than 40 years ago when India
needed a lot of external financing. Today, we do our work in partnerships. When we make investments, we seek
matching funds from Indian organisations. Many times we will do one-to-one matching programmes with local
Indian businesses and one example of that is that the Millennium Alliance with the Ficci, with whom we created



a grant programme to encourage Indian entrepreneurs to develop solutions to address extreme poverty. We do
that with matched Indian co-financing.

What has been your commitment so far?
Our commitment has so far been $100 million a year. It has been pretty consistent in that regard.
Which sectors are you looking at?

Health, public health, renewable energy and food security and agriculture. We also have some efforts in
education.

At the Indian policy level, there are a lot of challenges. Are you providing any advisory support on that?
We do provide support. One of our longstanding partnerships has been in tuberculosis control and we provide
support to the national tuberculosis programme. In over 25 years of that programme, we believe, the programme
led and financed by the Indian government has saved more than 2.5 million lives. That is just one example.
Efforts will only be successful if the Indian government makes the right policy decisions to prevent hunger and
child death to tackle and address tuberculosis.

Are you working with NGOs and other not-for-profit organisations?

We work more than before with the private sector and NGOs. We seek to work with the most innovative models
like providing smart off-grid energy solutions to rural communities. That has a huge life-changing impact on the
rural community.

Has the role of India changed over the years?

It used to be that we would spend resources here in India for services or activities. Today, the focus is on
finding the most novel and important innovations to address the challenges we have identified and bring those
solutions to other parts of the world. This partnership in Africa on ending hunger is one example. An Indian
mobile phone is providing agriculture extension services by giving handheld mobile devices to African farmers.
An Indian seeds and chemical company is providing seeds to African farmers.

Is India going from being a seeker to a giver?
Absolutely, we are facilitating it and India benefits from the efforts too.

Besides helping farmers in Africa, what are the other areas where you are seeking to replicate Indian
models?

India is a co-convener to prevent child death. There are many Indian companies creating most of the world's
vaccines. Many of the most notable new diagnostics technology for tuberculosis are coming from Indian
scientists and delivered around the world. We work in public health and food. About 70% of our budget goes to
health.
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India mmm-ﬁomab aid to tackle child deaths

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, MARCH 6

" To help tackle child deaths

in the country, the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID) has
announced a fund of $16.4
million for establishing
quick response teams in
India. The National Rural
Health Mission (NRHM)
has also developed score-
cards to gauge how states in

the country are faring in
tackling child mortality in
their respective states.

Dr Raj Shah, administra-
tor of USAID said, “USAID
has extended two of its flag-
ship projects for child sur-
vival — the integrated
maternal and child health
project (MCHIP), and the
health of the urban poor
project (HUP). The MCHIP
with a total funding of US
$16.4 million will support

USAID to grant
fund for
establishing

quick response
teams in india

the Government of India
(Gol) in establishing a
quick response team,

which will provide support
to states on the cusp of

accelerating their efforts
for child survival. The HUP
will continue fo support the
Centre in the implementa-
tion of its urban health pro-
grammes.”

In addition to the funding,
the USAID will also offer
help in providing technical
expertise to the country
and also form public pri-
vate partnership to give an
impetus to the efforts to
bring down the child mor-

tality rate on a countrywide
scale.

In order to measure how
the states are performing
and to improve account-
ability, the ministry of
health and family welfare
has also developed a
National Survival Score
Card and an innovative
dashboard to track
progress on child survival
and development.

Additional secretary,
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ministry of health, family
and welfare and mission
director of NRHM,
Anuradha Gupta said, “It’s
an evolved scorecard, we
will measure the perfor-
mances based on two kinds
of data. One is comparative,
which is where each state
stands vis-a-vis one another
and then we have periodic
data on the basis of which
we would have the national
indicators.”
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US extends 2 child projects in India

MUMBAI: The United States
has announced extension of
two of its flagship projects on
child survival in India by
pledging financial support, an
official said on Wednesday.

Integrated maternal and
child health project (MCHIP)
and health of urban poor proj-
ect (HUP) have been pledged
support, said visiting US
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
Administrator Rajiv Shah.

The MCHIP, with a total
funding of $16.4 million, will
support the Indian govern-
ment in establishing quick
response teams which in turn
will help states on the cusp of
accelerating their efforts for

child survival.

The HUP programme will
continue to support the Indian
government in implementing
its various urban health
initiatives, Shah told reporters
in the city.

“I applaud the Government
of India’s commitment to sav-
ing children’s lives by
establishing an integrated
approach to address reproduc-
tive, maternal, newborn,
child, and adolescent health,”
Shah said.

The USAID has also
announced a new effort to
support diarrhoea manage-
ment, one of the leading
causes of child deaths in India.
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USAID, Kiawah Trust, and
Dasra to address matemal
and child mortality |

Mumbai

The U.S. Agency for Inter-
-national Development (US-
AID), the Kiawah Trust of
UK., and Dasra, India's
leading strategic philan-
thropy foundation, on

Wednesday launched a

new $14 million partner-

ship to address the health-

care needs of adolescent
girls, mothers, newborns,
and children in India. The
‘announcement was made
at the Dasra Philanthropy
Week 2013 in Mumbai.

Indian women and chil-
dren continue to face ma-
jor health challenges. Ap-
proximately 67,000 moth-
ers die each year from com-

. plications during pregnan-
_cy and childbirth.

Almost half of children
under the age of five suffer
from chromc malnutri-
tion, with abotit 70 percent

of these children suffering

from anemia.
To address maternal and
child mortality, the al-
" Hance will enable greater
engagement and commit-
ted resources through a

—multi-stakeholder . ap-
. proach focused on foster-
* ing innovation, improving

health outcomes, and scal-
ing high impact interven-
tions.

In his address, Dr. Rajiv

“Shah, Administrator of

USAID, said, "At the fore-

- front of global innovation
and progress, India is lead-
ing the fight against some -
of our greatest challenges

in development--from end-

-ing extreme poverty to re-

alizing a world without
hunger. But innovation
alone will not lead us to

- solvé the world's develop-

ment challenges.

- Partnership and the in-

spiration born of local so-
Iutions hold the key to
achieving unprecedented
gains in human health,
prosperity, and dignity"
Dr. Shah invited India's en-
trepreneurs, venture capi-
talists, foundations, finan-

_cial institutions, investors,

and philanthropists to
join USAID in driving
meaningful solutions to

India's development

challenges. -
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US extends two child projects in India
Mumbai, March 6 (IANS) The US has announced extension of two of its flagship projects on
child survival in India by pledging financial support, an official said here Wednesday.

Integrated maternal and child health project (MCHIP) and health of urban poor project (HUP)
have been pledged support, said visiting US Agency for International Development (USAID)
Administrator Rajiv Shah.

The MCHIP, with a total funding of $16.4 million, will support the Indian government in
establishing quick response teams which in turn will help states on the cusp of accelerating their
efforts for child survival.

The HUP programme will continue to support the Indian government in implementing its various
urban health initiatives, Shah told reporters here.

“] applaud the Government of India’s commitment to saving children’s lives by establishing an
integrated approach to address reproductive, maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health,”
Shah said.

The USAID has also announced a new effort to support diarrhoea management, one of the
leading causes of child deaths in India.

Out of the total funding of $4.7 million, the partnership is leveraging $2.4 million from the
private sector.

Pharmasynth, an Indian manufacturer of Oral Rehydration Solution, is partnering with the
USAID-supported Strengthening Health Outcomes through Private Sector Project in the
marketing of zinc syrup in 22 districts of Uttar Pradesh through 1,100 rural health practitioners.

In addition, USAID will work with ITC’s e-Choupal network, to scale-up access to Oral
Rehydration Solution, zinc, and other health products, across 11 districts.

As part of the new USAID-India strategy on building local partnerships models, Shah said
USAID will announce two new alliances totalling up to $24 million.

India and US also renewed their commitment, through USAID to end all preventable child
deaths and to strengthen India’s Call to Action on Child Survival and Development, at a summit
held in Tamil Nadu last month. _-

“The renewed commitment of partners from the Call to Action Summit will be taken forward on
a campaign mode to both urban and rural communities in all states,” said Anuradha Gupta,



additional secretary in ministry of health &amp; family welfare and mission director, National
Rural Health Mission.

Noting that high-impact interventions and tools for child survival have led to a faster than global
average decline in India’s under-5 mortality rate, Gupta said: “This progress is proof that the
technology and the necessary know-how to reach even the most vulnerable children with life-
saving practices are available in India.”
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America aims to collaborate with India to propel development.

Substance — There are many Indian-Americans serving on key positions in President Obama’s
cabinet. Dr. Rajiv Shah is one such high-ranking official, serving as the Administrator for
USAID. In his present position, Dr. Shah has worked on important issues like food security
(President Obama’s ‘feed the future’ program), disaster management, education and research.
On a recent visit to Mumbai, Dr. Shah shared the USAID vision with the Janmabhoomi team.
He underscored that USAID wants to work with India on issues like eliminating poverty and
malnutrition. On a question of the seeming contradiction of bumper crops on one hand and
malnutrition deaths in India on the other hand, Dr. Shah opines that the need of the hour is to use
science and technology and to improve the public distribution system to solve this problem. Dr.
Shah underscored USAID’s aim to partner with private organizations to make progress and
development by implementing innovations.
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