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America aims to collaborate with India to propel development. 

Substance – There are many Indian-Americans serving on key positions in President Obama’s 

cabinet.  Dr. Rajiv Shah is one such high-ranking official, serving as the Administrator for 

USAID.    In his present position, Dr. Shah has worked on important issues like food security 

(President Obama’s ‘feed the future’ program), disaster management, education and research.  

On a recent visit to Mumbai, Dr. Shah shared the USAID vision with the Janmabhoomi team.  

He underscored that USAID wants to work with India on issues like eliminating poverty and 

malnutrition.  On a question of the seeming contradiction of bumper crops on one hand and 

malnutrition deaths in India on the other hand, Dr. Shah opines that the need of the hour is to use 

science and technology and to improve the public distribution system to solve this problem.  Dr. 

Shah underscored USAID’s aim to partner with private organizations to make progress and 

development by implementing innovations.  
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