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1. Which U.S. Harbor 
was called “New 
Amsterdam”?  
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represent? 

 

Email your answers to 
chennairefdesk@state.gov 

Music 

 

America the beautiful 

Army blue 

Columbia, the gem of 

the ocean 

Star Spangled Banner 

This Land is your land 

You are a grand old flag 

Videos 

American Life: A  

Heritage of Celebrating 

Independence 

 

Declaration of  

Independence 

Diversity: I am America 

4th of July Fireworks at 

Whitehouse 

Fourth of July History 

Welcome: Portraits of 

America 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY in the United States, commonly known as the 

Fourth of July, is the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence and the beginning of a great experiment, American 

democracy. 

Independence Day 
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"The day will be the 
most memorable in the 
history of America. I am 
apt to believe it will be 
celebrated by  
succeeding generations 
as the great anniversary  
festival... It ought to be 
solemnized with pomp 
and parade, with shows, 
games, sports, guns, 
bells, bonfires and  
illuminations from one 
end of this continent to 
the other, from this time 
forward for ever more." 
                     – John Adams,  

    July 3,  1776 

Win a surprise  
gift  

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2009/03/20090320112038jmnamdeirf0.352688.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn  
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2009/03/20090320112038jmnamdeirf0.352688.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn  
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/06/201206197705.html#axzz1yJV5JuPC
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/06/201206197705.html#axzz1yJV5JuPC
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2007/06/20070605151427glnesnom0.9304315.html#axzz1yrupc4CF
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2007/06/20070605151427glnesnom0.9304315.html#axzz1yrupc4CF
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2007/06/20070605151427glnesnom0.9304315.html#axzz1yrupc4CF
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/01/20120105163734enaj0.6973535.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/01/20120105163734enaj0.6973535.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/01/20120105163734enaj0.6973535.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2011/10/20111025180827su0.4279596.html#axzz1v3zdgpe1
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2011/10/20111025180827su0.4279596.html#axzz1v3zdgpe1
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/05/201205165798.html#axzz1v3VxQjaU
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/05/201205165798.html#axzz1v3VxQjaU
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/05/201205145634.html#axzz1yaW9xw00
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/05/201205145634.html#axzz1yaW9xw00
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/05/201205145634.html#axzz1yaW9xw00
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2011/12/20111228150200kram0.5161554.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2011/12/20111228150200kram0.5161554.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2011/12/20111228150200kram0.5161554.html#axzz1sPRvNDbn 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/06/201206187638.html#axzz1yJV5JuPC
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/06/201206187638.html#axzz1yJV5JuPC
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/inbrief/2012/06/201206187638.html#axzz1yJV5JuPC
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/9509
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/3592
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/797
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/797
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/6653
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100010446/default.html
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/1059/
http://www.milkandcookies.com/link/167635/detail/
http://www.milkandcookies.com/link/167635/detail/
http://www.milkandcookies.com/link/167635/detail/
http://www.history.com/topics/july-4th/videos#declaration-of-independence
http://www.history.com/topics/july-4th/videos#declaration-of-independence
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/video/2012/03/20120329114332pcyah91.5003945.html#axzz1wtLHCj4J
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMRcPLXEyVU&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMRcPLXEyVU&feature=relmfu
http://www.history.com/topics/july-4th/videos#fourth-of-july-history
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NpHwYrIXWY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NpHwYrIXWY


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Independence Day: the History of fourth of July 

July 4, 1776: The Actual Day of the 
Declaration of Independence?: a 
Journal for Readers, Students and 
Teachers of History.  By Ronald H 
Pahl. The Social Studies.  V. 96., 
No. 5, Sep/Oct 2005. p, 214-215. 
 
The citizen's almanac:  
fundamental documents, symbols, 
and anthems of the United States.  
U.S. Citizenship and  
Immigration Services. Office of 
Citizenship. 2010. 111p. 

Aids to independence.  By  
Kenneth Baker, History Today, 
Jan, 2010, Vol.60. No. 1, p.20(6) 
 
Benjamin Franklin: A Time-
Binder Extraordinaire. By Martin 
H. Levinson… etc.  ETC: a Review 
of General Semantics.  V. 66, 
No. 3 Jul 2009, p. 269-277.  
 

Continued in page 4... 
 

Books/DVDs available in the American Libraries in India 

The Presentation of the Declaration of 

Independence, July 4,  1776. 

Selected Articles: 

Frederick Douglass and 
the Fourth of July : 
Speaking Truth to 
America    

 

Civil War High  
Commands    

Titles from Ebrary, Film Maker’s Online & TrueFlix http://elibraryusa.state.gov/ 

Page 2 Independence Day 

We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty 

and the pursuit of Happiness.  

—United States Declaration 

of Independence 
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The Fourth of July: Celebrating 
U.S. Independence Day 

A 6-year-old competitor looks up 
at the crowd as she eats a portion 
of cherry pie during a pie-eating 
contest in Grand Rapids,  
Nebraska. The contest is a  
tradition at the local Fourth of 
July celebration, and competitors 
must dive into their pies face first 
— no hands allowed! 

U.S. National Parks: The Jewel in 
the Crown 

Unanimous Declaration of Independ-

ence, passed in the United States  

Congress, by the representatives of the 

 

“We look forward to a world 
founded on four essential free-
doms. The first is freedom of 
speech and expression. The 
second is freedom of every per-
son to worship God in his own 
way. The third is freedom from 
want. The fourth is freedom 
from fear." 
– President Franklin Roosevelt  

For Kids: 

eJournalUSA: Snapshot USA 

Historians on America 

Outline of U.S. History 

U.S. History in Brief 

U.S. Holidays: Independence Day 

http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/history/stamp-act.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook12.asp
http://www.harlingen.isd.tenet.edu/coakhist/amrev.html
http://revolution.h-net.msu.edu/
http://oyc.yale.edu/history/hist-116
http://www.pbs.org/capitolfourth/fun.html
http://www.state.gov/p/io/unesco/184012.htm
http://www.state.gov/p/io/unesco/184012.htm
http://www.state.gov/p/io/unesco/184012.htm
http://library.law.emory.edu/for-law-students/emory-law-subject-guides/constitutional-and-statutory-research/us-constitution/
http://www.usflag.org/
http://www.usflag.org/
http://library.law.emory.edu/for-law-students/emory-law-subject-guides/constitutional-and-statutory-research/us-constitution/
http://library.law.emory.edu/for-law-students/emory-law-subject-guides/constitutional-and-statutory-research/us-constitution/
http://library.law.emory.edu/for-law-students/emory-law-subject-guides/constitutional-and-statutory-research/us-constitution/
http://chapin.williams.edu/exhibits/founding.html
http://chapin.williams.edu/exhibits/founding.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/4th-of-july/package/index.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/4th-of-july/package/index.html
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Independence-Day.shtml
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Independence-Day.shtml
http://www1.american.edu/heintze/fourth.htm
http://www1.american.edu/heintze/fourth.htm
http://www1.american.edu/heintze/fourth.htm
http://www.nps.gov/inde/liberty-bell-center.htm
http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/amrevol.html
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/symbols/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/symbols/
http://www.learnersonline.com/weekly/archive2001/week27/index.htm
http://congressforkids.net/Constitution_index.htm
http://www.education-world.com/holidays/archives/independence_2000.shtml
http://www.education-world.com/holidays/archives/independence_2000.shtml
http://www.archives.gov/education/index.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb12-ff12.html%20
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb12-ff12.html%20
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/
http://faculty.washington.edu/qtaylor/a_us_history/am_rev_timeline.htm
http://faculty.washington.edu/qtaylor/a_us_history/am_rev_timeline.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/gallery/2011/06/20110601172314su0.5658931.html#axzz1yaW9xw00
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/gallery/2011/06/20110601172314su0.5658931.html#axzz1yaW9xw00
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/gallery/2012/01/20120111132543su0.3128887.html?CP.rss=true#axzz1t57eliai
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/gallery/2012/01/20120111132543su0.3128887.html?CP.rss=true#axzz1t57eliai
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpe:@field(DOCID+@lit(rbpe34604400))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpe:@field(DOCID+@lit(rbpe34604400))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpe:@field(DOCID+@lit(rbpe34604400))
http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/ejs/ijse0606.pdf#popup
http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/books/historians-on-america.pdf#popup
http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/books/historytln.pdf#popup
http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/books/historybrief.pdf#popup
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/amgov/133183/english/P_US_Holidays_Independence%20Day_English.pdf


U.S. Consulate General 

220 Gemini Circle 

Chennai 600 006 

A Note on the History of the  

Jefferson Manuscript Draught of 

the Declaration of  

Independence in the Library of 

the American Philosophical  

Society. By I. Minis Hays, April 1, 

1898, p. 88-107. 

 

The real national treasures.
(Declaration of Independence, 
Constitution, and Bill of Rights.  
By Priscille Fontaine and   
Andrew Matthews.   
Cobblestone, July-August, 2010, 
Vol.31, No. 6, p.16(2)  
 
Remembering Liberty Bell on 
Independence Day.   

The Commandments.  By Jill 
Lepore. New Yorker, V. 86, No. 
44, Jan 17, 2011. p. 70. 
 
The founding fathers, unzipped.
(Connecting The Dots) by Simon 
Chama.  Newsweek, Vol.158 No. 
02, July 11, 2011,  p.4. 
 
Hail Lafayette! By Ronald H  
Bailey.   American History,  
February 2011, V.  45, No. 6, pg 
57-63. 
 
Lincoln, Race, and the Spirit of 
'76.  By , Lucas E. Morel.  Per-
spectives on Political Science. 
Vol. 39 No. 1, Jan-Mar 2010, p. 3-
11.  

 

 

 

International Business Times- 
US ed., July 4, 2010. 

Uncivil Action. By Jonathan 
Turley. America's Civil War.  V. 
23 No. 5, Nov 2010, p. 44-51.  

All links were active as on  

June 27, 2012.  We welcome 

your feedback. 
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