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“Mocambique é Maningue Nice” 

 
The time has come for me to leave Mozambique.  I care deeply for this country and its 

people, and before I go, wanted to voice my hopes for this wonderful nation.  
 
            First off, let me say that the United States only wants the best for Mozambique.  As a 
nation built by immigrants yearning for a better future, we want all people to have the same 
opportunities to pursue their aspirations, to participate in their nation’s governance and 
development, and to create a better world for their children.   
 

As we approach the New Year, I encourage you all to look to the future with hope.  Yes, 
Mozambique will certainly face many challenges in 2016.  Economic uncertainty and ongoing 
political woes are formidable hurdles.  Your future therefore depends on your honesty in 
recognizing the sources of those challenges, your commitment to inclusion of all elements of 
society in the quest for solutions, and your openness to the next generation.   
 

As Ambassador, it was an honor to have the opportunity to meet so many Mozambicans 
who are daily transforming this country.  I have admired teams from the Ministry of Health and 
community health workers helping their neighbors overcome stigma and understand the benefits 
of HIV treatment.  I have celebrated with entrepreneurs who create jobs and defend initiatives to 
promote opportunities.  I have applauded the voices calling for transparency and for political, 
economic, and social inclusion.  I have stood by government officials taking bold measures in 
favor of progress.  And I have marveled at the creativity of young innovators introducing 
technology into the marketplace. In all these moments, I was on your side. 

 
All of these voices matter.  The success of Mozambique lies in the sum total of all its 

parts.  All its parts.  In order to take advantage of that diversity of actors, Mozambique needs to 
clear the way for them to succeed.   

 
It means that policies must ensure that benefits accrue to the many, not the few.  It means 

choosing transparency that will ensure the benefits of future investments are wisely spent.  
Economic success will also be found more quickly in opening Mozambique -- to small and 
medium-sized enterprises, young entrepreneurs and foreign businesses – rather than in erecting 
barriers in the form of complicated, excessive, and expensive regulations.   

 
This means that all Mozambicans have a voice in the future of the country. Democracy is 

hard, but in the economy and in politics, competition generates better results. As President Nyusi 
said in his inaugural speech: "Good ideas do not have party colors." A very intentional effort is 
needed to ensure that the country belongs to everyone. 
 

And that means an opening to the next generation. Mozambique was one of the most 
successful countries in meeting the millennium development goals, particularly in increasing 
child survival. But with this success, hundreds of thousands of young people enter the job market 



every year. This is an opportunity for the country, but Mozambique needs to focus on policies to 
boost the economy and promote job creation. 

 
The United States only want the best for Mozambique, because we firmly believe that the 

success of one country benefits all others. During the last thirty years we donated about six 
billion dollars to Mozambique. These were not loans, but donations. Through health, education, 
agricultural programs, and support for the business climate, we invest in the people of 
Mozambique. 

 
I’m honored to have been part of this work. I drank the water of this land. Even from a 

distance I will follow your progress towards a bright and prosperous future. 
 

Maputo, December 28, 2015. 
 


