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Consular News for U.S. Citizens 

American Citizen Services 

Section 
Please note all non-emergency ACS services are by 

appointment only. 

Monday-Friday 8:00-16:00 

8 Blvd Moulay Youssef 

Casablanca, Morocco 

0522-26-71-51 

 

Upcoming Holiday  

Schedule 
Nov 11- Veterans Day 

Nov 18- Feast of Independence 

Nov 26- Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 25- Christmas Day 

*Denotes a lunar holiday which may vary from the date 

listed 

 

Travel Updates  

& Advisories 
The State Department updated its worldwide caution on 

July 29, 2015.  

The most recent travel updates and advisories for 

Morocco are always available on our website.  

 

Town Hall for 

 U.S. Citizens 
Meknes in November – date TBD 

Stay tuned for upcoming announcement. 

U.S. Consulate Hosts Town Halls  

Across Morocco 

The Security Office presents on security issues and safety tips at the 

Town Hall for U.S. citizens in Marrakech 

During the Spring and Summer, the American Citizen 

Services traveled to Marrakech, Tangier, and Agadir to host 

Town Halls for U.S. Citizens. The topics discussed included 

security in Morocco, Cultural and Public Affairs offerings by 

the U.S. Mission to Morocco, and Consular Services 

available at the U.S. Consulate. In addition to providing 

information to U.S. citizens residing in Morocco, the 

consulate also provided routine consular services including 

passport application acceptance and notarial services. 

 

The American Citizen Services Unit plans to continue its 

outreach program with additional Town Halls in the coming 

months. We look forward to speaking with as many U.S. 

citizens in Morocco as we can over the next few months. 

Future Town Halls will be announced through the Smart 

Traveler Enrollment Program. In order to ensure that you 

receive the announcement of future Town Halls please enroll 

through https://step.state.gov 

. 

 

https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=CSB&appcode=1
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/worldwide-caution.html
http://morocco.usembassy.gov/service/emergency/emergency_us_citizens.html
https://step.state.gov/
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Preparing for a Crisis 
While most citizens have enjoyable and safe experiences abroad, it is 

always wise to have a plan in the event of a crisis. A crisis can come in 

many forms, from a natural disaster to a fatal accident involving a loved 

one. Preparing yourself and your family for the unexpected is essential for 

citizens residing overseas. 

In order to ensure that you are your family are prepared in event of an 

emergency, set aside a time to discuss what you would do in the following 

situations: 

 Natural disaster (including floods, earthquakes, sandstorms, fires, 

etc.) 

 Pandemic  

 Rioting, civil unrest, and/or terrorist attack 

 

A comprehensive family disaster plan should include plans for both 

sheltering in place and evacuation. A shelter-in-place plan should also 

include alternate locations where you and your family can stay in country 

in the event that your home is unsafe or within the hazard area. It is also 

recommended that you have a basic emergency supply kit available at all 

times. 

A good emergency kit should include: 

 One gallon of water per person per day for one week for drinking 

and sanitation 

 One week supply of non-perishable food 

 Battery-powered radio 

 Flashlight and batteries 

 First-aid kit 

 Personal hygiene items 

 Dust mask to filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and duct 

tape to shelter-in-place 

 Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 

 Manual can opener for food 

 Local maps 

 Cell phone with chargers, inverter or solar charger 

 

In some situations local authorities or the U.S. Consulate may advise 

American Citizens to evacuate. Many crises allow little time for planning. 

It is important to plan how you and your family will assemble your 

belongings and what you will take with you in the event of an evacuation. 

Choosing in advance where you and your family will go in the event of an 

evacuation will help reduce stress in the event that leaving becomes 

necessary. For more information visit http://www.ready.gov/ and 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/emergencies.html. 

Affordable Care Act 

Many U.S. Citizens residing 

overseas are wondering how the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

affects them. U.S. Citizens 

remaining outside of the United 

States for at least 330 days of a 

12-month period are not 

required to maintain health 

insurance coverage under the 

affordable care for that 12-

month period. Additionally, 

U.S. Citizens who qualify as a 

resident of a foreign country for 

an entire tax year are not 

required to obtain health 

insurance under the ACA. If 

you are considering purchasing 

health insurance through the 

Health Insurance Marketplace, 

it is important to know that the 

coverage provided through the 

marketplace is for services in 

the United States only. 

Additional information about 

the Affordable Care Act and the 

Health Insurance Marketplace is 

available at 

https://www.healthcare.gov.  

http://www.ready.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/emergencies.html
https://www.healthcare.gov/
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Consular News for U.S. Citizens 

Ask the Consul 
How do ensure that upon my death my personal property and possessions (in Morocco) will be treated per my 

wishes? 

Preparing a Will in both the U.S. and in Morocco is the best way to assure that your personal property will be treated in 
accordance with your wishes. Keep in mind that the formalities for executing a Will differ from state-to-state in the 
U.S.  A U.S.-prepared Will and testament of American citizens living in Morocco is considered legal and binding except 
with respect to property located in Morocco.  According to Moroccan law, any property located in Morocco, including 
property owned by a foreigner in Morocco, is subject to Moroccan law.  Therefore, American Citizens owning property in 
Morocco need to prepare a Will through a Moroccan notary for the disposition of their property in Morocco.  Americans 
should keep a registered copy of their U.S. Will along with their Moroccan Will. The U.S. Consulate can provide you with 
a list of notaries in Morocco. We do not recommend a particular notary, nor provide legal advice, but we can provide 
you with names and locations of licensed notaries who can assist you. Please see the following link to see a list of 
Notaires throughout Morocco.  http://notaire-maroc.1sur1.com/.  Additionally, while the Consulate is unable to notarize 
your Will, we can take a sworn affidavit which you can attach to your U.S. 
will.  http://morocco.usembassy.gov/service/public-services/notaries.html 

When a U.S. Citizen passes away in Morocco, the local authorities contact the U.S. Consulate.  Once we have been 
notified we will reach out to your next of kin to notify them if they are unaware, and offer assistance.  

You can help us identify your next of kin by ensuring that your emergency contact is listed 
on your passport renewal application and that your emergency contact information is up-
to-date in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (https://step.state.gov).  Please ensure 
that your next of kin has a copy of your will and/or instructions for your final arrangement 
and how you would like your property to be distributed.  

The local authorities seal the residences of foreigners until the next of kin arrives to take possession of the personal 

effects. If no next of kin has been identified or is able to come and handle the estate, the consulate can in some 
cases act on behalf of the deceased to assist with liquidating the estate. The Moroccan authorities will not 
release the deceased’s belongings to anyone other than the next of kin, designated agent, or the U.S. 
Consulate.    

 
Ask the Consul 

Have a question you’ve always wanted to ask a consular officer? E-mail your questions to 

ACSCasablanca@state.gov with the subject line “Ask the Consul.” We’ll include the answers to your questions 

in our next newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://notaire-maroc.1sur1.com/
http://morocco.usembassy.gov/service/public-services/notaries.html
https://step.state.gov/
mailto:ACSCasablanca@state.gov
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Consular News for U.S. Citizens 

Send your Vote Home  
 

The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) aims 

to make the absentee voting experience as easy as 

possible with straight-forward online assistance and 

answers to frequently asked questions. Regardless of 

where you are, it is important to note there are people 

and resources available to assist you when applying to 

register to vote and voting absentee. 

Most States require you to complete an absentee ballot 

application to start the absentee voting process. FVAP 

encourages the use of the Federal Post Card 

Application (FPCA) to start the absentee voting 

process as it is standardized for use across all States 

and will extend your eligibility to receive a ballot for 

all Federal elections for at least one calendar year. The 

FPCA acts as both a registration and absentee ballot 

request form. FVAP encourages overseas citizen 

voters to submit a new FPCA every year and when 

they move.  

It only takes a few quick steps to make sure your vote 

is counted no matter where you are in the world. The 

FPCA can be easily completed by using the FPCA 

online assistant, filling out the PDF, or picking up a 

hardcopy version from your nearest U.S. embassy or 

consulate location. 

Get more information at www.fvap.gov. 

 

Do you have family you want to help immigrate to the U.S.? 
Many U.S. Citizens and Legal Permanent Residents 

(LPR) ask us how they can get a visa for their 

family members to immigrate to the U.S. The first 

step to immigrating is to have the U.S. Citizen or 

LPR file a petition on behalf of their family 

member. This step can only be completed with U.S. 

Customs and Immigration Services (USCIS) and 

cannot be performed at the U.S. Consulate in 

Casablanca. While you must file the petition with 

USCIS in the United States, you can send the 

petition by mail to the lockbox. USCIS maintains a 

very helpful website at http://www.uscis.gov which 

can help you get started with your petition.  

Once the petition is approved by USCIS, it is 

forwarded to the National Visa Center (NVC) 

which collects additional documentation and 

prepares the case to be forwarded to the U.S. 

Consulate. Once the case is documentarily 

complete, it is forwarded by the NVC to the U.S. 

Consulate for the visa interview and final 

processing.  

After the petition has been approved by USCIS, it 

can still take several months or years before the 

case is sent to the U.S. Consulate. Some visa types 

are numerically limited which means the wait time 

for particular immigrant visa types can vary greatly 

depending on the relationship between petitioner 

and the beneficiary of the petition. For more 

information please visit www.uscis.gov.  

 

 

http://www.fvap.gov/citizen-voter/registration-ballots
http://www.fvap.gov/citizen-voter/registration-ballots
http://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Forms/fpca2013.pdf
http://www.fvap.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/
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Marriage in Morocco 

Getting married in Morocco can be a time-consuming process. A non-Muslim man who wishes to marry may need 1-3 

months in order to complete the process including the time it takes to convert to Islam. The process is generally less 

complicated for a muslim man who wishes to marry a non-Muslim woman. In Morocco, a non-Muslim woman is not 

required to convert to Islam to marry a Muslim man. 

To begin the process, you must appear at the U.S. Consulate in Casablanca and complete an Affidavit of Nationality and 

Eligibility to Marry. There is a $50 fee for a Consular Officer to notarize this document and an additional $50 fee to have 

a notarized true copy of your U.S. passport made. In addition to these documents, you will need to provide to the 

Moroccan authorities original or certified copies of the following documents: 

 All divorce decrees or proof of dissolution of any previous marriage(s) 

 Death certificate if a former spouse is deceased 

 An original or ceritified copy of your birth certificate 

 An American police record from a police station in the state where you last resided or from the FBI (please note 

you must obtain these documents prior to arriving in Morocco).   

Note: You can obtain more information about obtaining your criminal record through the FBI at 

https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.  You may also be able to obtain a criminal 

history from law enforcement authorities in your state of residence.  Usually, information can be found on the 

official web page for each state.   

 Evidence of employment from your employer in the U.S. or evidence of a source of income  

 If residing in Morocco, a copy of your residency card 

 If residing in Morocco, a Moroccan police record from the Ministry of Justice in Rabat 

 If male, a notarized statement of religious denomination or a certified copy of a conversion to Islam.  

 A medical certificate of good health from a doctor in Morocco (must be obtained in Morocco) 

 Four recent passport sized photos (3cm X 4cm) 

 Translations of all documents in Arabic 

  

Upcoming Events at 

Dar America 

 

Tuesday November 10 @ 16:00 

Let’s Talk: English Conversation Club – Come chat about this month’s theme 

and practice your English skills. Abena Owusu-Afriyie, an American member of the 

U.S Consulate Staff, will lead this one hour meeting, where participants will have a 

chance to chat with each other and with a native speaker of English. 

 
Thursday November 12@ 16:00  

The Meaning of Veteran’s Day – In the United States, Veteran’s Day is a holiday 

dedicated to honoring American veterans and victims of wars. American veteran, 

Charles Harrison will speak about the history and meaning of Veteran’s Day, and his 

experience serving in the U.S. military. 

 

Tuesday November 17 @ 17:00 

Talk Entrepreneurship with 

Uber Morocco 
Uber, the international driver-on-

demand company is one of the newest 

enterprises to hit Morocco. Uber 

Morocco General Manager, Meryem 

Belqziz will be present at Dar 

America to chat about 

entrepreneurship in Morocco. You 

don’t want to miss this! 

 

Thursday November 19 @ 16:00 

5 Steps to Study in the United 

States 

https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
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If you want to study in the United States, this workshop is for you! Bachelor’s, 

Master’s, PhD – our educational advisor can guide you through the process. Join our 

Educational Advisor in a special workshop that will help you get started with the U.S. 

education you desire. 

 

Tuesday, November 24 @ 16:00 

What Poetry Is & Does 
We all know that poetry is a form of literature. But what is the purpose of its rhythms, 

symbolism and structure? What does it do for the reader and for society? Professor 

Hassan Mekouar of Mohammed V University in Rabat will lead us through the forms 

and functions of poetry. All are welcome. 

 

Friday November 27 @ 16:00 

Documentary Film: Waiting for Superman 
The system of education in the United States is not perfect. This popular documentary 

investigates the public school system in America and shows the ways in which 

American education has declined and the possibilities for improvement 

 

Every Thursday in November, 

14:00 – 17:00 
Education USA Advising 

Speak with Dar America’s 

EducationUSA Advisor, Shahrazad 

Hadi, to discuss your aspiration for 

study abroad. She will be present 

Thursday afternoon to answer 

questions on a walk-in basis or by 

appointment by emailing 

Shadi@amideast.org  
 

Like Dar America on Facebook 

to keep up to date on exciting 

upcoming events! 
https://www.facebook.com/DarA

mericaCasablanca

 

 
 

 
 

  

mailto:Shadi@amideast.org
https://www.facebook.com/DarAmericaCasablanca
https://www.facebook.com/DarAmericaCasablanca
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The End is near… 

(For Adding Pages to a Passport!) 

 

As of January 1, 2016 the U.S. Department of 

State will no longer add extra pages (Visa 

Page Inserts) to existing passports. Instead of 

seeking additional pages, individuals who are 

out of space in their passports will need to 

apply for a passport renewal.  

 

In preparation for the elimination of the 24-

page ‘Visa Page Inserts’, all passport 

applications currently made overseas (i.e. at a 

consular section) now result in the issuance of 

the larger 52 page passport books.   

 

If you wish to apply for additional pages, you 

must do so prior to January 1, 2016.  Please 

complete a DS-4085 application and schedule 

an appointment online with the American 

Citizen Services section at the U.S. Consulate 

in Casablanca.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Citizen Services 

Section wants YOU 

To be a Warden! 

ACS is looking for a 

few good men and 

women who would like 

to serve as local 

wardens. Wardens are 

private citizens who 

volunteer to assist the 

ACS section in 

communicating with 

U.S. citizens in 

Morocco. Wardens are 

often our best way of 

reaching citizens in the event of an emergency. To 

volunteer contact ACSCasablanca@state.gov.  

 

 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/212247.pdf
https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=CSB&appcode=1
mailto:ACSCasablanca@state.gov

