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The Embassy of the United States of America in Mexico

is requesting applications from

Mexican students finishing high school (preparatoria) in 2016

to participate in the

2016 National Youth Science Camp

to take place in West Virginia, U.S.A. 

Dates: June 15 to July 10, 2016

The National Youth Science Camp (NYSC) is a residential science education honors program for two Mexican students the summer after they graduate from high school. Scientists from across the United States present lectures and hands-on science seminars and interact informally with participants.  In a rustic setting, students from the U.S. and around the world are challenged to explore new areas in the biological and physical sciences, art, and music with resident staff members.  Opportunities are provided for students to present seminars covering their own areas of interest and research.  A visit to Washington D. C. permits delegates to visit some of the premier scientific, governmental, and cultural facilities in the United States.  The NYSC experience includes overnight excursions into the Monongahela National Forest featuring backpacking, rock-climbing, caving, mountain biking, or kayaking opportunities.  Students are required to participate in the camp program for its entirety. More information is available online at:  www.nysc.org.

Location of the NYSC
The NYSC will be held at a facility located in the Monongahela National Forest near Bartow in
the eastern mountains of West Virginia.

Dates of the NYSCamp
Delegates MUST be able to attend the entire NYSCamp program.  Delegates arrive in Charleston, West Virginia, on Wednesday, June 15, 2016, and depart on Sunday, July 10, 2016.


Cost
The National Youth Science Camp is offered at NO COST to its participants so that selected delegates may attend regardless of their financial status.  All educational and recreational programming, as well as meals, lodging, and round-trip air passage on scheduled airlines are provided free of charge to the delegates.

Qualifications:
· Mexican citizenship (candidates with dual U.S. and Mexican nationalities or U.S. resident status are ineligible);
· High school students aged 16-18 completing 12th grade (tercero de preparatoria) by June 2016;
· Superior academic proficiency, including recognition in mathematics and/or the sciences. Minimum grade point average of 9.0;
· Must demonstrate leadership abilities and social maturity through involvement in school and community activities;
· Must demonstrate skills and achievements outside the realm of science and outside the realm of academic pursuits;
· Must demonstrate a curiosity and an eagerness to explore many and varied topics; and
· Minimum TOEFL ITP score of 500 (Test of English as a Foreign Language – Institutional Testing Program).  As evidence of English proficiency a TOEFL ITP score with a minimum of 500 points is strongly preferred. If you are unable to take it in a timely fashion, please have an English teacher complete the enclosed English Proficiency Evaluation form.  If you have taken any other formal English exam such as the IELTS, please enclose a copy.  A list of institutions administering the TOEFL ITP in Mexico is available at:  http://iie.org/Offices/Mexico-City-Espanol/Evaluaciones 

Application Instructions:
A complete application and supporting documents should be submitted in a single E-mail as two separate attachments (one attachment is your application form and the other all your accompanying documents in PDF) addressed to: RamosCM@state.gov  The subject line of your E-mail should read: NSYC 2016 application – your full name. A complete application contains: 
· Delegate Application Cover Sheet PDF (please print or type),
· Application Form-Mexico,
· A letter detailing your qualifications, how you would benefit from the NYSC experience, and your thoughts on the social impacts of science (must be typed),
· A resume detailing your academic achievements and extra-curricular activities,
· A recent academic transcript (including standardized test scores when possible), 
· A letter of support from a teacher or research mentor emphasizing academic achievements, interest in sciences or mathematics, leadership potential, and well-rounded development. The letter should be written in English or if in Spanish a translation should be provided.  The letter should be addressed to the Cultural Section, U.S. Embassy Mexico and submitted directly by the professor or mentor to:  RamosCM@state.gov with the following subject line: NSYC 2016 – Recomendación: student’s full name, and
· While a TOEFL ITP is preferred, if you are unable to take the exam, please have an English teacher complete the Report on English Language.
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There are only two full scholarships available for students from Mexico.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  March 10, 2016
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