CALL FOR APPLICATION:  Winter 2015 YSEALI Institute on Religious Pluralism 

The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy- Manila is pleased to announce the call for applications for the Winter 2015 YSEALI Institute on Religious Pluralism.  The Institute will take place from January 10- February 14, 2015 at Temple University in Philadelphia, United States. 

THE DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2014. 

ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE ELECTRONIC AND ADDRESSED TO Ej Bautista, Cultural Affairs Assistant, at bautistaeg@state.gov 

The application form is provided below.

Program Background

The purpose of this intensive academic program is to provide undergraduate student leaders with a deeper understanding of the United States, while enhancing their leadership skills. The Institute on Religious Pluralism in the United States will consist of seminar discussions, readings, group presentations, and lectures. Educational travel, local site visits, and volunteer opportunities will complement coursework and classroom activities. The Institute will include an academic residency component of approximately four weeks and a domestic travel component of approximately one week, to include a 2-3 day closing program in Washington, DC. 

The Institute will explore U.S. history, society, and institutions within the context of religious pluralism and interfaith dialogue. Participants will meet with U.S. community leaders of different faiths that advocate for collaboration and tolerance among religious groups.  They will also examine the leadership role that religious officials play in their own societies and develop ideas for positive social change. During their four-day study tour, participants will travel to Florida where they will have the opportunity to visit historical and cultural sites and discuss topics related to immigration and the Native-American experience. 

The United States Embassy will cover all participant costs, including: international airfare; insurance coverage; program administration; domestic travel and ground transportation; incidental allowances; housing and subsistence; and per diem for meals. Participants will be expected to share a room with another student of the same gender. Care will be taken to ensure that any special requirements regarding diet, daily worship, housing and medical care are respected. 



QUALIFICATIONS:

Candidates for this program should:
-- Have a strong interest in religious pluralism; 
-- Represent diverse ethnic and religious groups; 
-- Be fluent in English; 
-- Be between 18 and 25 years of age; 
-- Be willing to share their U.S. experience with peers, community groups and other relevant organizations upon their return home, as local circumstances allow; 
-- Be willing to join the broader YSEALI network; 
-- Have at least one semester remaining in their university studies and be committed to returning home to complete their degree; 
-- Demonstrate strong leadership qualities; 
-- Indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States; 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-- Have a high level of academic achievement, as indicated by grades, awards, and teacher recommendations; 
-- Have demonstrated commitment to community and extracurricular university activities; 
-- Have had little or no prior study or travel experience in the United States or elsewhere; 
-- Be mature, responsible, independent, confident, open-minded, tolerant, thoughtful and inquisitive; 
-- Be willing and able to fully participate in an intensive academic program, community service and educational travel; and, 
-- Be comfortable with campus life, prepared to share living accommodations, and able to make adjustments to cultural and social practices different from those of their home communities. 

















Winter 2015 YSEALI Institutes on Religious Pluralism APPLICATION FORM

	Title Of Institute:
	Winter 2015 YSEALI Institutes on Religious Pluralism 

	Nominee’s Full Name
(as it appears in his/her passport)
	

	Date of Birth 
(Month/Date/Year) 
	

	City of Birth 
	

	Country of Birth
	

	Country of Citizenship
	

	Country of Residence
	

	Medical, Physical, Dietary Restrictions
	

	Complete Home Address
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Tel. and Mobile Nos.
	

	Emergency Contact Name and Relationship
	

	Emergency Contact Email Address
	

	School Name and Address
	

	Current Year and Major
	

	Evidence of English Fluency
	

	School Extracurricular, Volunteer Work and Community Services



	

	Previous Experience in the US (including cities and States) 
	













ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Nominee’s Personal Essay (see below)  

CLEAR SCANNED IMAGE of Passport

Notes: 

English fluency will be verified through interviews. 

Do not include UNECESSARY ATTACHMENTS to the application. 

PERSONAL STATEMENT: 

What about your background and/or interests makes you competitive for this particular institute (please be as specific as possible)? What will you contribute to the group? How do you expect this experience will affect your future academic and professional career? How will it affect you personally? NOTE: Please structure your essay in paragraphs and limit your response to 250 words, or approximately half a page, single spaced. 

