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FOREIGN POLICY  

 

1. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA): Congressional Interest and Executive Enforcement 
Michael V. Seitzinger  6 p. 
Congressional Research Service  October 21, 2010 
Full Text: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41466.pdf   

 
The Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977 (FCPA) was intended to prevent corporate bribery of foreign 
officials. The act has three major provisions; they concern the accounting standards of corporations, the 
requirements of Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) registered issuers, and anti-bribery. The 
act was amended in 1988 and in 1998, but the three major areas of coverage remain. 
 
 
2. Foreign Policy and the 2010 Midterms: Energy and Climate Policy 

Toni Johnson  Council on Foreign Relations  October 8, 2010 
Full Text: http://www.cfr.org/publication/23112/foreign_policy_and_the_2010_midterms.html  
 
A possible transfer of political power in the congressional midterm elections could doom short-term 
chances for a comprehensive climate bill. But experts say climate issues could still be addressed 
through bills focused on clean energy. 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
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FOREIGN AID 
 

3. U.S. Foreign Aid Reform Meets the Tea Party 
John Norris  34 p. 
Center for American Progress   November 22, 2010 
Full Text: http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/11/pdf/foreign_aid_meets_tea_party.pdf  

 
John Norris discusses how foreign aid reform can continue to gain traction in the 112th Congress. 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
 
4. Emergency Food Assistance Helps Many Low-Income Hispanic Children 

Michael Martinez-Schiferl and Sheila R. Zedlewiski  8 p. 
Urban Institute   October 5, 2010 
Full Text: http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/412225-Emergency-Food-Assistance.pdf     

 
In 2009, nearly 1 in every 5 children in the United States lived in families that used emergency food 
assistance through Feeding America, the nation's largest organization of emergency food providers. 
Higher shares of Hispanic and black children used emergency food assistance than white children, 
reflecting their higher rates of poverty. While the majority of families using emergency food assistance 
also accessed at least one of the federal nutrition assistance programs, only one in four received food 
stamps. The high demand for private food assistance demonstrates the extreme need in 2009 caused 
by high unemployment and poverty. 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
 
5. U.S. Water and Sanitation Aid 

U.S. Government Accountability Office                     September 24, 2010  63 p. 
Full Text: http://bit.ly/9Y7Wzg   

 
The Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act of 2005 made access to safe water and sanitation for 
developing countries a U.S. foreign assistance policy objective. The U.S. provides such assistance 
mainly through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). The Act requires the Secretary 
of State to develop a water and sanitation assistance strategy with the Administrator of USAID; 
designate high-priority countries for assistance; and report annually to Congress on, among other 
things, implementation of the strategy and progress toward the U.S. policy objective. In the report, GAO 
describes USAID's accomplishments and obligations of funds for water and sanitation assistance in 
fiscal years 2006-2009, assesses the Department of State's development of a U.S. water and sanitation 
strategy, and examines State's designation of high-priority countries.  
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

6. Triple Crown 2010: Can The Transatlantic Relationship Be Strategic?  
Marc Grossman  12 p. 
The Atlantic Council  October 15, 2010 
Full Text: http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/403/ACUS_TripleCrown_SAGIB.pdf  

 
Former Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs and Atlantic Council Board Director Marc 
Grossman encourages the Obama Administration to view the bureaucratic challenge of managing the 

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/11/pdf/foreign_aid_meets_tea_party.pdf
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/412225-Emergency-Food-Assistance.pdf
http://bit.ly/9Y7Wzg
http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/403/ACUS_TripleCrown_SAGIB.pdf


upcoming NATO, U.S.-EU and OSCE summits as an opportunity to create a more coherent, strategic 
transatlantic relationship that maximizes the capabilities of all three organizations. 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
 
7. Asia’s Clouded Horizon  

Marvin Ott  YaleGlobal September 2010 
Full Text: http://bit.ly/91Tjso - Part I 
Full Text: http://bit.ly/dmKUMg - Part II 

 
The study examines foreign-policy conflicts in Asia and the potential for cooperation among economic 
giants, China, U.0.S and Japan. Marvin Ott describes renewed U.S. interest in Southeast Asia. Staking 
claims to most of the waters, including busy trade lanes, China expects deference from its neighbors 
and rejects U.S. involvement, explains Asian policy specialist Marvin Ott. Ott warns that ASEAN nations 
fail to unite on many issues, but one point of agreement stands firm: the fear of being forced to choose 
between two big powers. With new emerging economies and dispersion of power, the world can no 
longer depend on one or a handful of superpowers to manage problems, more so when small ones 
reduce the cooperation required for resolving global challenges. A recent example is the diplomatic 
spat between China and Japan after a fishing captain struck a patrol vessel near islands with disputed 
ownership. Yoichi Funabashi analyzes three impending challenges: North Korea succession and 
stability; maritime security; and declining supplies of energy and water.  
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 

SECURITY 
 

8. American Jihadist Terrorism: Combating a Complex Threat 
Jerome P. Bjelopera and Mark A. Randol  128 p. 
Congressional Research Service  September 20, 2010 
Full Text: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/terror/R41416.pdf  

 
Between May 2009 and August 2010, arrests were made for 19 “homegrown,” jihadist-inspired terrorist 
plots by American citizens or legal permanent residents of the United States. Two of these resulted in 
attacks and produced 14 deaths. By comparison, in more than seven years from the September 11, 
2001, terrorist strikes (9/11) through May 2009, there were 21 such plots. Two resulted in attacks, and 
no more than six plots occurred in a single year (2006). The apparent spike in such activity after May 
2009 suggests that at least some Americans, even if a tiny minority, continue to be susceptible to 
ideologies supporting a violent form of jihad. The report describes homegrown violent jihadists and the 
plots and attacks that have occurred since 9/11. 
 
9. The 21st – Century Militia: State Defense Forces and Homeland Security 

James Jay Carafano and Jessica Zuckerman 21 p. 
The Heritage Foundation October 8, 2010 
Full Text: http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2010/pdf/bg2474.pdf  

 
State militias have helped to defend the United States since the Revolutionary War. Today, 23 states 
and territories have organized militias, most commonly known as State Defense Forces (SDFs). SDFs 
provide governors with a cost-effective, vital force multiplier and resource, especially if state National 
Guard units are deployed out of state. However, in general, SDFs are underfunded and under 
supported. Some states at high risk for a natural or man-made disaster have not even created SDFs. 
The U.S. and its states can no longer afford to sideline these national security assets. 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
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10. Defense: New Realities, Innovative Response 
Deloitte October 4, 2010 17 p. 
Full Text:  
http://www.deloitte.com/assets/Dcom-
UnitedStates/Local%20Assets/Documents/AD/us_ad_DefenseRealities_09282010.pdf  

 
The report identifies five key areas for significant growth in the Aerospace and Defense (A&D) sector, 
including: Intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, Cyber-security, Government services and IT, 
Business Process Improvement, and Globalization and International Markets. 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
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