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1. Governance and Growth 

eJournal USA   December 2009    47 p. 
Full text: http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/ejs/1209.pdf  

 
“Governance and Growth," explores the reality behind President Obama’s statement to Ghana’s 
parliament earlier this year: "Development depends on good governance." The link between stable, 
honest government and economic prosperity is being recognized increasingly around the globe by 
governments, private sector leaders, and entrepreneurs. National leaders and local leaders explain their 
views of good governance. Experts in the fields of business and development assistance explain how 
good governance has become critical to building prosperity.  
 
2. Public Diplomacy 2.0: Where The U.S. Government Meets “New Media”  

Helle C. Dale         December 8, 2009 
The Heritage Foundation        11 p. 
Full Text: http://s3.amazonaws.com/thf_media/2009/pdf/bg2346.pdf   

 
Can Facebook and Twitter change the world? Can all the nifty new social-networking sites promote 
democracy and a better understanding of American values around the world? The potential is certainly 
there, as was seen in the invaluable Twitter updates during the post-election protests in Iran. The U.S. 
government is embracing Web 2.0 for an ambitious strategy of reaching previously untapped populations 
around the world, call it Public Diplomacy 2.0. While the potential progress is undeniable, so is the 
potential danger. Public diplomacy expert Helle Dale explains the recent developments, strategies, 
benefits, and risks of cyber diplomacy. 
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
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3. Remarks by the President at the Acceptance of the Nobel Peace Prize 
The White House        December 10, 2009 
Full Text: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-acceptance-nobel-peace-prize  
 
Text of President Obama’s acceptance speech for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
4. Obama in Asia – Part I 

Francois Godement   YaleGlobal   November 16, 2009 
Full Text: http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/obama-asia-part-i  

 
President Obama continues his first trip to Asia this week provoking diverse responses from different 
parts of the world. The talk of a “strategic partnership” between China and the U.S. making a G2 has 
Europe scared. But, according to China specialist François Godement, there are too many differences 
between China and the U.S.  to warrant the type of political convergence necessary for a G2 to work. Of 
note, the U.S. has reconfirmed its partnership with India and has indicated little interest in reducing its 
defense spending, much to Beijing’s chagrin. China, on the other hand, has not changed its stance 
toward North Korea, even after two nuclear tests, and has continued its missile deployment across the 
Taiwan Straits.  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
5. Obama in Asia – Part II 

Kavi Chongkittavorn   YaleGlobal   November 18, 2009 
Full Text: http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/obama-asia-part-ii  

 
While President Obama’s visit to Southeast Asia is hailed as a breakthrough in relations between the U.S. 
and the region, the ground was prepared since the new administration took office. With accession to the 
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in July, writes Kavi Chungkittavorn, Washington signaled its sincerity 
toward Asean. But there was American interest at stake too for the U.S. to be back in the region after 
years of neglect. The U.S. shifted its stance to come closer to Asean’s position on its truculent member, 
Burma, which has so long been shunned by Washington. For now Obama’s willingness to consult and 
listen has earned the U.S. much goodwill in Asean.  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
6. Obama Seen As More Friendly than His Party: GOP Seen As Friendlier To Religion than 

Democrats 
The Pew Research Center for the People & the Press  December 1, 2009 10 p. 
Full Text: http://people-press.org/reports/pdf/568.pdf  

 
More Americans continue to view the Republican Party as friendly toward religion (48%) than rate the 
Democratic Party that way (29%). President Barack Obama’s administration, however, is seen as friendly 
toward religion by more people (37%) than the Democratic Party as a whole. And all three get higher 
ratings for friendliness toward religion than the news media (14%), scientists (12%) or Hollywood (11%). 
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
7. Lobbying the Executive Branch: Current Practices and Options for Change  

Jacob R. Straus        18 p. 
Library of Congress        December 1, 2009 
Full Text: http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40947_20091201.pdf  

 
The report outlines the development of registration requirements for lobbyists engaging executive branch 
officials since 1995. It also summarizes steps taken by the Obama Administration to limit and monitor 
lobbying of the executive branch; discusses the development and implementation of restrictions placed 
on lobbying for Recovery Act and EESA funds; examines the Obama Administration's decision to stop 



appointing lobbyists to federal advisory bodies and committees; considers third-party criticism of current 
executive branch lobbying policies; and provides options for possible modifications in current lobbying 
laws and practices. 
 
8. America’s Place In The World 2009: An Investigation Of Public And Leadership Opinion About 

International Affairs 
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press  December 3, 2009  122 p. 
Full Text: http://people-press.org/reports/pdf/569.pdf  

 
The general public and members of the Council on Foreign Relations are apprehensive and uncertain 
about America’s place in the world. Growing numbers in both groups see the United States playing a less 
important role globally, while acknowledging the increasing stature of China. And the general public, 
which is in a decidedly inward-looking frame of mind when it comes to global affairs, is less supportive of 
increasing the number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan than are CFR members, according to the survey. 
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
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