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How Can Travelers Protect Themselves? 
 

Always check travel.state.gov for travel 

warnings. 

Wash your hands often with soap and wa-

ter, or alcohol-based hand sanitizer.  

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 

Germs spread this way. 

Avoid close contact with sick people. 

Be sure you are up-to-date with all of your 

shots and vaccinations, and if possible, see 

your healthcare provider at least 4-6 weeks 

before you travel to get any additional 

shots.  Visit CDC’s Traveler’s Health web-

site (http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/

notices ) for more information . 

Note from the  
ACS Chief 

ACS Manila would like to welcome 
our new Consul General, Donna M. 
Blair, to Manila.  She arrived at post 
in early September with a wealth of 
experience. Before her arrival to Ma-
nila, Ms. Blair served as a Diplomat 
in Residence, based at the University 
of Houston.  Her past assignments 
include posts as Principal Officer at 
the U.S. Consulate in Lagos, Nigeria, 
Principal Officer at the U.S. Consu-
late in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, and as 
Consul General in Nairobi, Kenya.  
She is looking forward to meeting 
with U.S. citizens when she travels 
around the country. 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices
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News from the Philippine  

Department of Foreign Affairs 
Extension of the Visa-free entry from 

 twenty-one days to thirty days  
 

Effective August 1, 2013, foreign nationals who are allowed to 

enter the Philippines visa-free will be given a 30-day stay.  This 

includes U.S. citizens holding diplomatic, official or regular pass-

ports.  Immigration officials at the airport will just check passport 

validity (should be a minimum of six months) and the onward 

tickets, before providing an arrival stamp valid for one month. 

 

New International Index is Gateway to 
Forms, Pubs, and IRS.gov Web Pages 

In April 2013, the Internal Revenue Service ( I RS )  created a subject index designed for taxpay-

ers with international filing requirements. The index is a gateway to forms, publications, IRS.gov 

web pages and FAQs with international content. When a user selects a topic from the index, they 

are presented a “ topic page ”  with links to relevant content and related topics.  

 

The index was created using technology originally developed for use by customer service repre-

sentatives at IRS call sites and is being made available for taxpayer use on the Internet at:  

 

http://taxmap.ntis.gov/taxmap/internationalindex.htm.  

 

There are also links to the index from the main international individual and business pages on 

IRS.gov.  Send your comments and suggestions to: topicmap@irs.gov  

Link to make electronic payments to the IRS from foreign banks : 
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Foreign-Electronic-Payments 

http://taxmap.ntis.gov/taxmap/internationalindex.htm
mailto:topicmap@irs.gov
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Foreign-Electronic-Payments
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In case of an Emergency outside business hours, U.S. citizens may reach 

the Embassy Duty officer through the Embassy operator at (63)(2) 301-

2000. 

Absentee Voting  

Information for U.S.  
Citizens Abroad 

VOTING IS NOW EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE 

Now all U.S. citizens can receive their blank ballots electronically. De-
pending on the state in which you are eligible to vote, you may get 

your ballot by email, fax, or internet download. To start, go 

to www.FVAP.gov to complete a new Federal Post Card Application 
(FPCA), print and sign the form then return it to your local election of-

fice in the United States. We recommend overseas U.S. citizens get in 

the habit of completing FPCAs each January. You should include your 
email address on the form so it's easier for your election officials to 

reach you if there is a problem. If your state delivers ballots electroni-

cally by fax only, be sure to include your fax number. If you request 
electronic delivery and include your email address or fax number, 

you’ll receive your blank ballot 45 days before general and mid-term 

elections and generally 30 days before special, primary, and run-off 
elections for federal offices. Most states now have voter registration 

verification websites, and many offer a means of tracking the status 

of your registration and ballot. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: States are no longer required to automati-

cally send ballots to voters for an entire election cycle so eve-
ryone who wants to vote in U.S. elections from overseas 

should send in a new Federal Post Card Application in January 

of each year.  

http://www.fvap.gov/
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UPCOMING HOLIDAYS 
 

HOLIDAY     LEGAL DATE    CLOSING DATE 

  

All Saints’ Day     Friday, November 1   Friday, November 1 

U.S. Veterans Day    Monday, November 11  Monday, November 11 

U.S. Thanksgiving Day    Thursday, November 28  Thursday, November 28 

Christmas Day     Wednesday, December 25  Wednesday, December 25 

Consul General:  Donna M. Blair 

ACS Chief:  Robert J. Jachim Jr. 

Office:    (63) (2) 301-2246 or 2567 

Fax:    (63) (2) 301-2017  

Email:    ACSInfoManila@state.gov 

Website:  manila.usembassy.gov 

 

Emergencies 

For emergencies after office hours, please call (63) (2) 301-2000 and ask for the Duty Officer.  

AMERICAN CITIZEN SERVICES 

 

 

 

The U.S. Embassy would like to remind U.S. citizens of the risks involved with demonstrations.  In recent 

weeks a number of demonstrations protesting alleged government corruption have taken place across the coun-

try.  While such demonstrations may be planned as peaceful protests, there is always the possibility that any 

demonstration could turn violent.  U.S. citizens are therefore reminded to avoid areas of demonstrations, and 

exercise caution if in the vicinity of any large gatherings, protests, or demonstrations.  The Embassy also 

wishes to remind U.S. citizens to remain vigilant, maintain an appropriate level of personal security in all cir-

cumstances, and monitor local news sources for updates. 

  

The Embassy would also like to advise U.S. citizens about a recent statement by the Bureau of Immigration 

(BI) regarding the participation of foreigners in demonstrations in the Philippines.  According to the Septem-

ber 16, 2013, statement, the Bureau of Immigration warns foreigners against participating in public protests or 

political rallies.  Foreign nationals who participate in these activities may be detained and deported for violat-

ing Philippine immigration laws.  For a complete text of the statement, please visit the BI website.  The state-

ment can be found in the “News” section of the BI website.  U.S. citizens are urged to consider the conse-

quences of participating in demonstrations and to avoid remaining in the general area where demonstrations 

are occurring. 

http://www.immigration.gov.ph/

