U.S. Embassy Manila
Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) 

Academic Fellows Institute on Environmental Issues

The Public Affairs Section of U.S. Embassy Manila is pleased to announce the call for applications for the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) Academic Fellows Institute on Environmental Issues. The Institute will take place from May-June 2015 in the United States. 
Program Background

The YSEALI Academic Fellows Institute on Environmental Issues is an intensive short term academic program to provide undergraduate student leaders with a deeper understanding of the United States, while enhancing their leadership skills.  The five-week Institute will consist of seminar discussions, readings, group presentations, and lectures.  The coursework and classroom activities will be complemented by educational travel, site visits, leadership activities, and volunteer opportunities within the local community. The Institutes will include an academic residency component of approximately four weeks and a domestic study tour of approximately one week.  

 

The four week academic residency will explore the role that environmental policy has played in the economic and political development of the United States.  The Institute will use experiential learning techniques to expose participants to current themes in the field, including natural resource management, sustainable development/sustainable agricultural practices, food security, ecotourism, energy generation, and water management .  The issues will be explored from numerous angles: local grassroots activism and civic initiatives, market-oriented approaches, and federal government policies and regulation.  Finally, the Institute will explore environmental issues in the context of a globalized society, and draw comparisons between the United States and the participants’ home countries.  The academic residency will be complemented by an educational tour in Colorado where participants will meet with local, state, private, and nonprofit organizations working in the field.  The Institute will then conclude with a 3 day program in Washington, D.C.  
More information on the program can be found at http://www.susieastwestcenter.com/.  

Qualifications: 

· Between the ages of 18 and 25 at the time of application;

· A citizen or resident of the Philippines;

· A full-time undergraduate student from college, university, or other institutions of higher learning; or have graduated in the past four years; 
· Proficient in reading, writing, and speaking English;

· Not a U.S. citizen or permanent resident of the U.S.;

· Eligible to receive a United States J-1 visa;

· Demonstrates leadership qualities and potential in their university, place of work, and/or community;
· Demonstrated interest, knowledge, or professional experience in environmental issues;
· Demonstrate a commitment or interest in community service, volunteerism, or mentorship;

· Interest in learning about the United States and ASEAN as a region; 

· Be willing to actively participate in an intensive academic program, community service, and study tour;

· Have a commitment to return to their home country to apply leadership skills and training to benefit their community, country, or the ASEAN region; and

· Preferably have little or no prior study or travel experience in the United States.

Note: All expenses related to the program will be provided by the U.S. Embassy. 

APPLICATION FORM
2015 YSEALI Academic Fellows on Environmental Issues
	Title Of Institute:
	2015 YSEALI Academic Fellows on Environmental Issues

	Nominee’s Full Name
(as it appears in his/her passport)
	

	Date of Birth 
(Month/Date/Year) 
	

	City of Birth 
	

	Country of Birth
	

	Country of Citizenship
	

	Country of Residence
	

	Medical, Physical, Dietary Restrictions
	

	Complete Home Address
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Tel. and Mobile Nos.
	

	Emergency Contact Name and Relationship
	

	Emergency Contact Email Address
	

	School Name and Address
	

	Current Year and Major
	

	Evidence of English Fluency
	

	School Extracurricular, Volunteer Work and Community Services


	

	Previous Experience in the US (including cities and States) 
	


ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Nominee’s Personal Essay (see below)  
CLEAR SCANNED IMAGE of Passport

PERSONAL STATEMENT: 
What about your background and/or interests makes you competitive for this particular program (please be as specific as possible)? What will you contribute to the program and participants? How do you expect this experience will affect your future academic and professional career? How will it affect you personally? NOTE: Please structure your essay in paragraphs and limit your response to 250 words, or approximately half a page, single spaced. 




Application form is provided below. (Must be completely filled-in) 


English fluency will be verified through interviews. 


Do not include unnecessary attachments to the application. 





NOMINATIONS MUST BE ELECTRONIC AND ADDRESSED TO philippinesyseali@gmail.com with subject title: YSEALI AF Environmental Issues _ Applicant’s Last Name








Deadline for Applications: December 31, 2014 











