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This webliography supports visiting U.S. Department of State Sports Envoys, basketball players, Sue 

Wicks and Brian Cardinal’s community outreach activities in Malaysia August 22-28, 2013 to promote 

sports education. The entries demonstrate U.S. Government and other initiatives to share the 

American experience in the robust field of sports, and to build networks and friendships between the 

peoples of the United States, Malaysia, and other countries around the world. 

 

U.S. GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 
 

Sports Diplomacy 

 

Sports diplomacy has emerged as an integral part of efforts to 

build ever-strengthening relations between the United States and 

other nations. Sports diplomacy uses the universal passion for 

sports as a way to transcend linguistic and sociocultural differences 

and bring people together. Participation in sports teaches 

leadership, teamwork, and communication skills that help young 

people succeed in all areas of their lives. 

 

 

Sports Envoys Program  

 

Sports Envoys are athletes and coaches who travel overseas to lead programs that were developed 

by U.S. embassies and consulates. These American coaches and athletes hold sports clinics for young 

people and their coaches, participate in community outreach activities, and engage youth in a 

dialogue on the importance of leadership and respect for diversity. 

 

Empowering Women and Girls Through Sports 

 

The U.S. Department of State and espnW Global Sports Mentoring 

Program, the flagship component of the Empowering Women and 

Girls through Sports Initiative, pairs emerging women leaders from 

around the world with top American female executives in the 

sports industry. In order for the mentorship to play into a long-

term positive impact worldwide, each emerging leader crafts a 

strategic plan to put into action upon her return home with the 

common goal of creating sports opportunities for underserved girls 

and women. 

 

First Sports Envoys with Disabilities Travel to China to Advance Disability Rights and 

Inclusion 

Addressing the rights and inclusion of persons with disabilities in China has emerged as a significant 

foreign policy issue in the twenty-first century. Dr. Becky Clark and Dr. Andrea Woodson- Smith 
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made a historical trip serving as the first ever disabled sports envoys to travel 

on behalf of the State Department to Guangzhou, China. 

 

U.S. Helps Brazil Use Sports Events to Promote Democracy 

 

The United States is working with Brazil to help the nation use its position as 

host of the 2014 World Cup and 2016 Olympic Games to pursue democratic 

goals, said Thomas Shannon, U.S. Ambassador to Brazil. 

 

 
 

MAJOR SPORTS LEAGUES IN THE U.S. 
 

National Basketball Association (NBA) 

 

Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA) 

 

National Football League (NFL) 

 

Major League Baseball (MLB) 

 

National Hockey League (NHL) 

 
Major League Soccer (MLS) 

 

OTHER ELECTRONIC PUBLICATIONS 
 

eJournal USA: Sports Strengthen Communities 

 

This issue of eJournal USA explores the integral role of sports in American society and highlights the 

power of sports to strengthen community bonds that transcend differences.  In the United States, 

sports play a major role in community life. Players learn valuable lessons about discipline, teamwork 

and tolerance that help them succeed on and off the field. 

 

Cricket in America 

 

Since the mid-19th century, cricket has slipped from being a 

mainstream sport in the United States. Baseball overtook cricket 

as the country’s summer sport of choice because of its simplicity.  

Today cricket is regaining a U.S. following. There are currently 49 

leagues across the United States with 1,100 registered clubs and 

around 35,000 active participants, all under the country’s 

governing body for the sport, the United States of America Cricket 

Association (USACA). 

 

Super Bowl Sunday: An Unofficial Holiday for Millions 

 

Each year, on a Sunday at the end of January or beginning of February, tens of millions of Americans 

declare their own unofficial holiday. Gathered in groups large and small, nearly half of all U.S. 

households watch a televised spectacle that has far outgrown its origins as a sporting event.  The 

Super Bowl, which determines the championship of American football, is most of all a shared 

experience, when Americans disproportionately choose to spend this day in the company of friends 

enjoying the game and eating American foods such as Buffalo wings, pizza and various snacks. 
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MULTIMEDIA 
 

Sports in America: A Ball and a Hoop  

 

NBA Hall of Fame player and coach Lenny Wilkins discusses why Rucker Park was more than just a 

basketball court. 

 

Waiting for Jackie  

 

This video highlights history-making baseball player Jackie Robinson, an inspiration not just to 

African Americans but to all Americans. 

 

Women’s Sports  

 

The CEO of the Women's Sports Foundation and members of the U.S. women's national soccer team 

talk about the importance of providing equal opportunities. 

 

Achieve Higher  

 

Watch this video to learn how the Urban Youth Academy motivates young kids through baseball. 

 

Playing It Forward  

 

This video highlights the efforts of Achilles International, an organization for disabled athletes, to 

change lives through marathons. 

 

The Best Teacher  

 

The video highlights the Special Olympics. 

 

Before the Aspiring Heart  

 

This video highlights an all Arab-American Muslim high school football team. 

 

Playing It Forward: Sharing the Power of Sports (Photo Gallery) 

 

Top American athletes team up with sports enthusiasts in communities all over the world. 

 

RESOURCES ON SPORTS AND OTHER TOPICS – FREE! 
 

Read books and periodicals about sports and how it plays an intregral part of the culture of the U.S.; 

borrow library materials, including DVDs about the subject; and conduct research on these and other 

interesting subjects via special databases available free-of-charge at a Lincoln Corner near you. 

 

 
ASK THE LINCOLN CENTER LIBRARIANS  

IF YOU HAVE REFERENCE QUESTIONS ON ANY TOPIC! 
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