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November 6, 2012 is Election Day. This is the day that Americans will vote their 

President into office for the new term.  The U.S. electoral process is not easily 

understood, and its many rules and regulations may be confusing to observers both in 

America and around the world.   

 

To share the U.S. modern democratic experience, explain the American electoral process, 

discuss the candidates and issues involved in this year’s Presidential elections, and to 

answer Malaysians’ questions about the complex electoral system and related matters, 

the Public Affairs Office at U.S. Embassy Kuala Lumpur has invited Mr. David Yepsen to 

share his perspectives in a series of talks in Kuala Lumpur, Penang and Kuching in May 

2012.  

 

This select webliography supplements Mr. Yepsen’s talks.   

 

ARTICLES 
 

“U.S. Elections 2012” The Economist, May 13, 2012.   

http://www.economist.com/world/us-elections-2012


This Economist feature presents a comprehensive view of the 2012 U.S. Presidential 

elections.  It covers the current candidates, Congress, third-party presidential bids, 

campaign finance, taxes and the budget, the U.S. economy, and pre-election polling 

results, among other issues.  

 

“Six Months to Go: Where the Presidential Contest Stands as the General 

Election Begins” by William A. Galston, The Brookings Institution,  May 10, 2012. 

With six months to go until the general election, William Galston examines the possible 

electoral outcomes for the campaigns.  

 

Have President Obama's Re-Election Prospects Brightened? by Charles E. Cook Jr.   

The Washington Quarterly, 19 Mar 2012. 

Charles Cook observes that the presidential race may have shifted from uphill for 

President Obama to something more likely to be a more evenly-balanced contest. 

 

“Why Minorities Will Decide the 2012 U.S. Election” by William H. Frey.  Brookings 

Mountain West (Paper 20), May 1, 2012. 

According to the author, the 2012 election will most assuredly be a battle of turnout and 

its outcome will greatly depend on the enthusiasm of minority voting blocs. 

 

OTHER ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

The Candidates 

Democratic Party-Barack Obama 

Republican Party-Mitt Romney 

Republican Party-Ron Paul 

The 2012 Money Race: Compare the Candidates 

 

The Issues 

Economic Issues in the 2012 Election  

Democratic Candidate on the Issues 

Republican Candidates on the Issues 

 

The Process 

The Process of Electing the President of the United States: Role of Caucuses, Primaries 

and National Conventions  

 

Presidential Nominating Process 

Presidential Candidates Step Up Campaigning in Critical States - IIP Digital 

Road to the White House is Paved with Delegates - IIP Digital 

 

Caucuses and Primaries 

2012 Primary Schedule - 2012 Election Central 

The Caucus System in the U.S. Presidential Nominating Process - Council on 

Foreign Relations 

U.S. Elections: 2012 Primary Schedule 

 

Party Conventions 

Conventions - Race for the White House P2012 - Democracy in Action 

 

Debates 

Debates - Race for the White House - P2012 Democracy in Action 
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Presidential/Vice Presidential Debates - Dates & Locations 

Republican Candidates Debates 

 

Voting 

Election Day - Race for the White House - P2012 Democracy in Action 

U.S. Elections Procedures - Background - U.S. Department of State, IIP Digital 

 

Electoral College 

How the Electoral College Functions - Background - U.S. Department of State, IIP 

Digital 

Electoral College System Affects U.S. Campaign Strategies - U.S. Department of 

State - IIP Digital 

 

Congressional Elections 

Congressional Elections 
Battle for the Senate 

 

Special Interest Groups - Role of Minority Groups 

Asian Americans: 2012's Stealth Swing Vote? - The Atlantic 

The African American Vote in 2012 and Beyond - Center for American Progress 

The Next America: Minorites Are Increasing-Could Have Important Implications in 2012-

National Journal 

 

The Role of the Internet and Social Media 

Three Ways Social Media Will Make or Break 2012 Election Campaigns - AdAge Digital 

Barack Obama, Mitt Romney Embrace Social Media to Court Women Voters  

 

Publications 

USA Elections in Brief 

 

Other Related Information 

Role of the Media in U.S. Elections 

Surviving the Media Is “a Good Test” for Candidates 

Glossary of U.S. Election Terms 

U.S. Elections: Frequently Asked Questions 
Elections 2012 by RealClearPolitics 
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U.S. Embassy Kuala 

Lumpur on 

Facebook! 
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