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Daniel R. Russel, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 

“As a maritime nation with global trading networks, the United States has a national 

interest in freedom of the seas and in unimpeded lawful commerce. From President 

Thomas Jefferson’s actions against the Barbary pirates to President Reagan’s decision 

that the United States will abide by the Law of the Sea Convention’s provisions on 

navigation and other traditional uses of the ocean, American foreign policy has long 

defended the freedom of the seas. And as we consistently state, we have a national 

interest in the maintenance of peace and stability; respect for international law; 

unimpeded lawful commerce; and freedom of navigation and overflight in the East China 

and South China Seas. Full text of the remarks.  Watch the video. 
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ASK THE LINCOLN RESOURCE CENTER LIBRARIANS IF YOU HAVE 
REFERENCE QUESTIONS ON THIS AND/OR OTHER TOPICS! 

 
Issue-in-Focus is an electronic publication of the Lincoln Resource Center (LRC) 
designed to keep you abreast of U.S. perspectives on domestic, regional, and global 

affairs. Our librarians review periodicals, reports, and other information products 
available electronically to make them accessible to you at your fingertips.  
 
Items posted cover U.S. society, culture, economics, international affairs, media, 
education, and science and technology. Contact librarians of the Lincoln Resource 

Center at IRCKualaLumpur@state.gov. 
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