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Come to the DC Conference in
September Celebrating 50 Years

of Peace Corps Service!
— by Paul Murphy, Johor Bahru, 1971-73

The National Peace Corps Association is organiz-
ing many events in Washington, DC (September
22 through 25) to highlight the achievements of the
Peace Corps and inspire returned volunteers to con-
tinue their volunteerism. Thousands will be there.
Will you be one of them? Nearly all of the events
are free. Among the many events, there will be an
Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill, a Day of Service, a
star- studded Gala Dinner (tickets required) and a
March of Flags/Day of Remembrance at Arlington
National Cemetery. For details, goto  Autp://www.
ps-50th-

P
anniversaryl$key.

Friends of Malaysia will be or-
ganizing events for our members

during the conference!

Malaysian buffet dinner

Come and connect with other RPCVs over a deli-
cious Malaysian buffet dinner at a private home in
the Washington, DC area on Friday, September 23
from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm with beer/wine/soft drinks
included (in the previous newsletter we had men-
tioned that it would be at a restaurant but later on
we thought that it would be cheaper and more relax-
ing if it were at a private home). Meet old and new
friends! DINNER IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 50
PEOPLE. Send an email to fom30th@gmail.com
for more details. Tickets: $35 per person, if a FoM

member and purchased before September 1 (To join
FoM, go to friendsofinalaysia.org, click on Join and
print out a membership application). $45 per person,
if after September 1 or not a member of FoM.

Briefing and Embassy Reception
The Malaysian Embassy staff will be providing a
briefing on the current status of Malaysia followed
bya reception on Saturday, September 24 from 12:30
pm to 2:00 pm. For planning purposes, please send
an email as soon as possible indicating your interest
to fom50th@gmail.com.  September 1 deadline to
RSVE.

Tell Your Peace Corps Story to the World
By Paul Murphy, Johor Bahru 1971-73

The U.S. Embassy in Kuala Lumpur has requested that PCV's who served in Malaysia send them an email sum-
marizing their experience in Malaysia, with color pictures if available. The Embassy will post their story on
their webpage as part of their celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Peace Corps.

For more information, see:
Website: http://malaysia.usembassy.gov/pev_stories.html
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/peace_corps_malaysia/

Please send your story/pictures as soon as possible to Mr. Harvinder Kaur at the Embassy. His email is
KaurHX1@state. gov

Friends of Malaysia Needs You!

By Paul Murphy, Johor Bahru 1971 -73

Apa Khabar needs stories about your recent trip back to Malaysia or reminisces of your ime serving in Ma-
laysia. Pictures would be welcomed also.

In addition, we are looking for people who can help with the development of the Friends of Malaysia web-
site or people who would be interested in serving on our board.

Please contact me at Pmurphy_856@msn.com if you are interested.

Hilo Center Celebration

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Peace Corps, there will be a great celebra-
tion of RPCV's and staff members in Hawaii in November; 2011. Tt will be an outstanding time for PCVs and
staff who served in Malaysia to get together, and time will be available for individual trainee groups to hold
their own mini-reunions while on the Big Island.

You may attend all or only a portion of the celebration. Events begin in Kona on November 15 and 16 and
then move to Hilo on November 18, where there will be a welcome party at Wailoa State Park. On November
19, the memorial to President John . Kennedy that has been located at the old Rainbow Falls training center
will be moved to the University of Hawaii Hilo campus. At a dinner that evening, a featured speaker will be
Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch, who trained in Hilo with Sabah/Sarawak IV in 1964. Other activities will
take place on November 20 and 21, including a tour down into Waipio Valley.

This celebration is not only for those who trained in Hilo. It’s for everyone with a tie to the Peace Corps.
Over 300 RPCVs now live on Hawaii, and they served all over the globe. About half of those did not train in
Hilo but will be participating in the big celebration.

Please contact Bill Sakovich (RPCV/Saipan) at swimsak@yahoo.com, or Gus Breymann (RPCV/Sabah) at
gusbreymann@comeast.net for more details.

‘mithsonian Folklife Festival

The First Fifty Years

Shortly after 2 a.m. on October 14, 1960, while cam-
paigning for the presidency, Senator John F. Kennedy
stepped onto the University of Michigan campus in
Ann Arbor. Facing thousands of students, Kennedy
offered a challenge: “How many of you are willing
to spend two years in Africa or Latin America or Asia
working for the United States and working for free-
dom?”” Kennedy’s speech lasted only three minutes,
butithita highly responsive chord among Americans
who were wondering not what their country could do
for them, but what they could do for their country.

Fifty years after the Peace Corps was established by
Kennedy’s Executive Order in March 1961 (with the
legislation ratified by the U.S. Congress in Septem-
ber 1961), more than 200,000 Americans have heed-
ed Kennedy s call. They have served in 139 countries
around the world in projects relating to agriculture,
business, community development, education, envi-
ronment, health and nutrition, information and com-
ot hnology, youth devel

and more.

Smithsonian Folklife Festival
‘Why a Peace Corps Festival Program?

Folklore and folklife festivals arc not usually associated
with federal government agencics such as the Peace
Corps. However, on the occasion of its fiftieth anniver-
sary in 2011, President John F. Kennedy’s “bold experi-
ment” finds itsclf on the National Mall amidst Colom-
bian coffec growers and rhythm and blucs musicians.

In 1961, when the U.S. Congress authorized the Peace
Corps Act, this nation declared its intent to “promote
world peace and friendship.” This would be accom-
plished through three interrelated goals:

to help the people of interested countries meet their
needs for traine d workers;

to help the people in those countries better understand
Americans; and

to help Americans better understand the people in those
countries where Peace Corps volunteers serve.
Through half a century of work—with more than
200,000 volunteers fostering cultural exchange and un-
derstanding in 139 different countries— the goals of the
Peace Corps have endured.

Similarly, one of the Smithsonian Institution’s goals for
the twenty-first century is to serve as ““asteward and am-
bassador of cultural connections™ by building “bridges
of mutual respect” and presenting *the diversity of world
cultures.” The Smithsonian Folklife Festival has long
fulfilled this goal, having represented more than ninety
nations from all comers of the globe since its founding
in 1967. Accordingly, the Peace Corps program at this year’s Smithsonian Folklife Festival perfectly combines the
goals of both organizations by honoring fifty years of exchange that have helped promote greater understanding and
appreciation of cultures from around the world.

Smithsonian Folklife Festival and Malaysia RPCVs

By Paul Murphy, Johor 1971-73

The Smithsonian FolKlife Festival took place on the Mall in Washington, DC from June 30 through
Tuly 11. Tthad the Peace Corps as one of its 3 cultural themes this year. If you were in the arca you
would have scen how the story of the Peace Corps and its host countries was presented. The Smith-
sonian was collecting oral histories, facilitating conversations among RPCVs and the general pub-
lic, and organizing daily gatherings for RPCVs from all 139 countrics where the Peace Corps has
served since 1961, There was a Malaysia Peace Corps “reunion™ on Monday, July 11 from 12:30
pm — 2:00 pm. If you can’t make that session, you are invited to participate with any country’s
reunion. Reunions from other PC countrics occurred during the Festival. For more information on
the the Peace Corps 50th anniversary, 0 to wwwpeacecorps gov Click on 50 Anniversary.
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One Lock Too Many
Mary Quattro
PCV — Malaysia XX
1968-1970

Tam pleased to learn thatthe Peace Corps is secking better
ways to provide for the safety ofits female volunteers who
make up approximately 60% of the current volunteer force.
Support and passage of FLR. 2337 introduced in Congress
in June of this year with the intention of providing risk-
reduction and response training for Peace Corps staffis a
posiive step forward in protecting the lives of volunteers
whose assignments oftn present safety challenges in
remote arcas of the world.

To that, I can only say...if’s about damn time! In my
opinion and experience, the safety of female volunteers
has not historically been a top priority for Peace Corps.
These latest revelations of scxual harassment, assault,
and in the case in Benin, death, of a femalc voluntcer has
finally gotten the attention of Peace Corps administrators
and moved them to action.

1 served in Lundu, Sarawak, East Malaysia from 1968-
70. Itaught in a secondary residential school. My living
quarters were located next to the girl’s residence hall
Late in my second year at Lundu, I began to be stalked
by some individual. Some may remember the louvered
windows which were prominently used inMalaysia. They
opened to let in the brecze but had no glass or means for
locking them. My house had these types of windows. 1
would close them at night and incvitably, they would be
wide open in the morning. This was disconcerting at best,
but I initially did not realize the significance of it. Onc
weckend I went into Kuching, the nearest sity to my post.
Upen my return, I saw my young students hanging my
clothes on the line to dry. Seems they had discovered my
clothing strewn about under my house (the houses were
on stilts) and wanted to wash the dresses and underwear
before I returncd so that I would not be upsat.

I reported these incidents to the Peace Corps office in
Kuching and was advised to put another lock on my door.
This type of activity went on for a number of wecks, till
one night, I was awakened by a man leaning over me as |
lay asleep onmy bed. Despitc the fact that he was so closc
to my face and there was a bright moon, I don’t know what
he looked like. I don’t know if he was Chinese, Malay,
or Than. 1 do know that I was terrotized and in my fear,
began sercaming. It was a sound so low and guttural that
T can still hear it in my cars. The sound must have scared
the assilant too, becaus he took off. Without thinking, I
ran after him until I realized that I was in my night gown,

alone, in the moonlight, running through the jungle.

Tmade it quickly back to my house and waited fearfully
for daylight so that I could ride my bicyelc the distance to
the local bazaar and to the police station. Thank God, my
friend, a male volunteer, was posted in the town, and he
accompanied me to the police station.

Not surprisingly, I got no help or from the
local police. They didn’t think that single women should
be living away from their familics and intimated that it was
probably my fault.

T later leamed that two previous femalc volunteers had
cxperienced similar problems with stalkers or unwanted
advances, but that nothing was done to proteat them sither.
Peace Corps knew of these incidents, but did not advisc
me to be aware of the potential problem and still choose to
post single women in this town and sehool.

Of course, I reported this attempted assault to the Peace
Corps director in Kuching. This time he did make the trip
out to my post. He spoke with the head master and several
school staff members, but he encouraged me to be low
key as to not upset the host country nationals and further
advisedme to ... you gucssed t...put another lock on my
door.

Several woeks later, I was headed to a moming class with
acup of hotteain hand. As1 dutifully locked all the locks
onmy door, Ispilled the tea down the front of my dress and
realized that I couldn’t get back into the house to change
my clothes. T was locked out.

My Peace Corps tour came to an end that day. I knew
that T could no longer risk my personal safety or that of
my gitls. Tknew that I was finished. I began the process
of arranging to leave Peace Corps service and retumed
to the United States some threc or four months prior to
the seheduled end of my service in Malaysia. It was not
the way I wanted it to end, and I was determined that this
cpisode not become the defining moment of my Peace
Corps life in Malaysia.

Tdon’t think of it often, but the reoent news brought it back
to me. 1 have many fine and wonderful memories of my
time there. I made life-long friends. I learned more than
I taught. My service was and is important to me, but 1
remain disappointed that Peace Corps did little to support
or protect me. All these years later, I am relieved that
Peace Corps has finally taken its responsibility to femalc
voluntears seriously. Lets hope that they will do right by
those who place their trust in them.

American view of
Malaysia outdated

John R Malott

Even among the so-called foreign policy lite, lttle attention
is paid to Malaysia. There are few American academics who
specialise in domestic Malaysian politics, and exoept for host-
ing visits by senior Malaysian leaders, think-tanks and univer-
sities hold few Malaysia-themed programmes.

US newspaper and magazine reports are few, with most ar-
ticles focusing on tourism and the delights of Malaysian cui-
sine. Asa result, thereis a tendency among Americansto hold
anidealised (and outdated) image of Malaysia as a sucoessful
multi-racial and multireligious paradiss, an Asian economic
dynamo, and a stable and moderate Muslim demecracy.

As a result of this deficit of informed analyss of Malaysia,
there has been a failure to notice the intemal political and eco-
nomic changes unfolding within Malaysia over the past few
years. The reality today, as one Australianexpert puts it, is that
the situation is the “most fiuid and dangerous” in Malaysia's
history.

*A date for the history books*
Because of this attenfion shortfll, the events of July 9 came
asa

surprise. On that day, tens of thousands of Malaysians - who
have been ranked on Hofstede’s Power Distance Index as the
most submissive to authority of any peoplein theworld - chose
todefy their government and joina Walk for Democracy”
They heeded the call of Bersih 2.0, a colition of 62 non-gov -
emmental organisations that calls for free and fair elections. In
the days before the rally, the Malaysian government cracked
down. Tt rounded up 200 leaders

associated with the movement, claiming that they were “wag-
ing war against the king” and planning to overthrow the gov-
ermment.

Ttdeclared both the Bersih coalition and the planned rally lle-
gal, and in a truly bizarre action, it declared the colour yellow
- Bersih's signature colour - illegal

Malaysian ditizens were arrested for possessing Bersih litera-
ture or wearing yellow T-shirts. The police established road-
blocks

around the city and banned 91 Bersih and cpposition leaders
from entering Kuala Lumpur. By the morning of July 9, the
city was in totallockdown.

Then something remarkable happened. As Ambiga Sreeneva-
san, the distinguished lawyer who leads Bersih put it, the Ma-
laysian people showed that they no longer would be infimi-
dated by their government. They choss to march, knowing that
they would be met by tear gas, chemical-laced water cannon
and police batons

Even after Bersih's leadership was arrested, Malaysians of all
ages, races and religions continued their “Walk for Democ-
racy’ through the strests of Kuala Lumpur. They locked arms,
they sang their national anthem, they blew bubbles and carried
flowers. They were

peaceful. The only muscle seen that day was the heavy hand
of the police. Human Rights Watch later called the use of force
excessive, the 1670 arrests unwarranted, and the police attacks
on marchers unprovoked. This repression by Frime Minister Na-
jib Razak and his government drew international condemnation,
and it also put alie to Najib’s two-year effort to portray himself
as a modern, liberal -minded leader

More importantly, and of greater concern to Najiband his Umno
party - the main party that has ruled Malaysia continuously since
independence in 1957 - is that it awakened a new generation of
Malaysians. It is too soon to know whether the movement for
electoral reform and the establishment of true democracy in Ma-
laysia will be sustained. If itis, then July 9 will be remembered
asa tuming point in Malaysia’s history.

#A flawed democracy*
Why should a govemment be 5o afraid of a call for fair elec-
tions? Like his predecessors, Najib claims that demonstrations
will lead to chacs, even though the right of assembly is guaran-
teed by the nation’s constitution and is commonplace in any true
demoeracy.

As for free and fair elections, Najib says that Malaysia already
has them; if not, then opposition parties would not have achieved
the gains they made in the 2008 elections, when they received
47 percent of the popular vote and took control of five states
Opposition parties counter that if elections truly were fair and
free, they would form the government and not the Urnno-ed co-
alition,

Political rhetoric aside, Malaysia's electoral system has been
analysed by academics in Australia, Malaysia, the United States,
and elsewhere. In addition, the state cMalaysia's political fres-
dom has been assessed by many intemational groups.

The Economist Intelligence Unit, for example, labels Malaysia
a “flawed democracy” in its Democracy Index. Freedom House
says that Malaysiais only “partly fres” Reporters Without Bor-
ders places Malaysia 141st out of the 178 countries in its Fress
Freedom Index.

On elections, the US Department of State Country Reports on
Hurnan Rights Practices declares that Malaysan opposition par-
ties are unable to compete on equal terms with the goveming
Urnno-dominated coalition because of restrictions on campaign-
ing and freedorm of assembly and assodiation

“News of the opposition,” the report says, is “tightly restricted
and reported in a biased fashion.”

Academics point to the Blection Commission’s gerrymandering,
which creates highly imbalanced constitiencies that favour the
ruling party, where the number of voters per seat can range from
7,000 to over 100,000

Orver the years, there have been numeraus credlible reports of the
use of phantom voters, stffed tallot boxes, vote-buying, and
abuse of government resources to attract votes. In Sarawak’s
state elections this past April, Najib was caught on video, bla-
tantly telling a village gathering that his government would give
them US$1.5 million for a local project, but orly if they elected
his candidate

*Lukewarm response*
Malaysia's govemment may assert otherwise, but the evidence is
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overwhelmingly on Bersih's side. Malaysia is not
a full democracy, and its elections are neither free nor fair. Ma-
laysian citizens have awakened to that fact. Now the world's de-
mocracies nesd to stand on the right side of Malaysia's future.
The United States has a multitude of interests in Malaysia, one
of whichis to help strengthen demccracy and the rule of law,
Human rights groups have condernnerd what they call the US
sovemment’s “lukewarm’” response to the events of July 9. This
is a moment when the United States, which named Bersih's
leader Ambiga an International Woman of Courage in 2009, can
show the same courage and make a difference in the life of a
nation.

hitp: arvr. malay siakini com/news/ 170866

(JOHN R MALOTT was the US Ambassador to Malaysia, 1995-
1998, and continues to follow developments in that country
closely.)

Sarawak mulls heavier
penalty for Muslims
caught not fasting

KUCHING: The Sarawak government is considering
amending the Syariah Criminal Offences Ordinance
2001 to provide for a heavier penalty for Muslims
caught not fasting in the month of Ramadan, in view of
the rising number of people arrested for the offence over
the years.

Assistant Minister in the Chief Minister’s Office Datuk
Daud Abdul Rahman, who is in charge of Islamic Af-
fairs, said Wednesday the state government could look
into also imposing community service as a punishment
for the offenders.

“We have just completed the second day of Ramadan
but 25 people have been arrested so far by the Sarawak
Islamic Religious Department,” he told reporters after
presenting Sarawak Baitulmal Fund aid of RM51,286 to
35 people, here.

Daud, who is also Sarawak Baitulmal and Endowment
Authority chairman, said the state government was also
considering revealing the identity of those found guilty
of the offence in the mass media to serve as a lesson to
the offenders and as a deterrent to others.

Section 14 of the ordinance provides for a fine of up to
RM1,000 or a jail term of up to six months for the first
offence, or both, and a fine of up to RM2,000 or a jail
term of up to a year, or both, for subsequent offences.
- Bernama

Gecko Augmentation!

KOTA BARU: Dishonest animal traders have resorted to
injecting silicone into geckos to enhance the size of the rep-
tiles for bigger profits.

Geckos, a lucrative business in Kelantan and the southern
Thailand provinces, are being injected with silicone so that
traders can put a much bigger price tag on the reptiles. In
Kelantan, rumours have spread like wildfire that the gecko
is a cure for major diseases such as HIV/AID S and this has
caused prices for the reptile to shoot up.

A gecko trader who wanted to be known only as Azli said
the silicone injections ploy had been uncovered only re-
cently after a number of geckos bought from suppliers
across the border died a few days after being purchased.

“T took a dead gecko to an animal expert who discovered
that its head did not match the oversized body,” said Azli,
adding he had paid RM40,000 for the lizard Upon further
checks, he said it was found that the gecko had been in-
jected with silicone and salt powder to make it big before
the sale.

“The expert also suspected that the gecko had died of an
overdose of silicone,” said Azli, 45, from Rantau Panjang.
He said he had bought the “fake™ gecko after receiving
photographs from a supplier via an email in November. *T
went to Sungai Golok to take delivery of the lizard and paid
the high price as the gecko was big. A buyer was already
waiting to buy it from me later. But, the gecko died a few
days after I brought it back home,” he said.

Azli said he believed there were 10 gecko suppliers across
the border taking advantage of Malaysians” interest in the
reptiles. He said locals should not simply pay if they were
offered large-sized geckos, especiallyif the price was unrea-
sonably high. Meanwhile, state Wildlife Department direc-
tor Rahmat Topani confirmed that syndicates were involved
in producing the unusually big geckos through artificial
means. “Thave been told that some victims were cheated of
up to RM100,000 by a syndicate, which targets rich buyers.
As far as I know, the geckos have no medical benefit at all
and it does not cure illnesses,” he said. A recent report had
quoted a medical practitioner in the Philippines, Dr Ofelia
Monzon as saying that the lizard -- which he had referred
to as the tuko (Philippine gecko) -~ had not been proven to
cure serious ailments like cancer, HIV and AIDS.

Read more: Beware of “silicone” geckos hitp:/www.nst.
m. icles//11geck i ixzz1 TzzN1TPQ

Malaysian TV station
pulls ‘racist’ ads

A television station in Malaysia has pulled a series
of public service announcements about Ramadan
after they prompted a huge backlash from view-
ers who say the ads promoted negative stereotypes
about Chinese people.

The station, 8TV, which one angry viewer dubbed
“HSTV” on the channel’s Facebook page, was air-
ing three 30-second segments espousing the efi-
quette or Ramadan, the Muslim holy month, which
began Monday.

One shows an ethnic Chinese girl talking boister-
ously to Muslim people in a market and touching
their shoulders, with the tagline: “Do not be loud or
obnoxious.”

Another features the same girl pushing everyone out
of the way at a food stand and boasting about how
everything looks delicious and she must have it all.
While everyone else was getting their food to go,
she gets hers in an open container. The tagline is:
“Don’t be greedy and eat in public.”

Finally, the third segment has the girl walking around
in a tight-fitting tank top as people shield their eyes.
She yells: “Oh, I feel like I’m the centre of attention.
Tlove it, and I love you all.” The tagline read: “Do
not wear tight and revealing clothes.”

The ads sparked outrage in the country, with people
flocking to 8TV s Facebook page to decry the chan-
nel for negatively stereotyping Chinese Malaysians,
who make up one quarter of the country’s popula-
tion.

Others said the ads were offensive to all non-Mus-
lims, who make up 40% of the population.

What’s more, some Muslim Malaysians were criti-
cal of the ads, with one person on Facebook noting
that Ramadan, where Muslims fast from sunrise to
sunset, “is not about imposing your will on others.”
8TV said it “sincerely apologizes.”

“Ttis with much regret that there were misinterpreta-
tions in the PSA that were meant to serve only as a
message of respect for the Ramadan month,” reads a
statement issued by the channel.

(http://www.torontosun.com/2011/08/03/malay-
sian-tv-station-pulls-racist-ads)

Anwar defends rejection
of Malay supremacy

By Clara Chooi (The Malaysian Insider News)

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 1 — Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra
him defended his rejection of “Malay supremacy” to
day, explaining its highly-criticised terminology propa
gates the concept of “master and slave” in society.

The PKR de facto leader slammed criticisms by certai
individuals made against his party’s rejection of the
concept, arguing that they had ‘twisted” it to mean tha
they had di i the Federal Constituti

Anwar also censured the leaders for being overly inac

curate and harsh in their statements made against PKR)

leaders.

“Thope that if they want to politicise this issue, whethes
.

»

Umno or Utusan Malaysia, it is their prerogative but |
hope they would not cheat or twist the truth to make i
seem as if we are less Malay just because we reject thel
concept.

“ think their statements are inaccurate and overl
harsh,” he told a press conference in Parliament thi
afternoon.

Anwar was likely referring to the insult flung at hi
wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail on Tuesday|
by Perkasa Youth chief Arman Azha Abu Hanifah, wh
had called the PKR president a “political prostitute” for
rejecting “Malay supremacy”.

In his statement, Arman had also likened Dr Wa
Azizah’s remarks to an attack on the constitutional po
sition of the Malays.

“On the statement by the party president, which is no
new, we have explained carlier in the PKR congress and thel

g Continued on P.9
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Malaysian economic agenda about how we reject the New
Economic Policy because it protects only a segment of soci-
ety and the poor Malays, Chinese and Indians are still side-
lined.

“So if we look at the meaning of “tuan’ in ‘ketuanan Me-
layw’ (Malay supremacy), ‘tuan’ means a person in power, a
person who owns, a person in top priority, so if *Melayu” is
“tuan’, then what about the positions of the other races; the
Tbans, Chinese, Indians?,” he said.

He further explained that “tuan’ was a direct reference to the
positions of the Malay Rulers, pointing out to how they were
given titles like *Yang Dipertuan” or “Yamtuan” to indicate
their positions of power.

The antonym to the word “tuan™, added Anwar, was “ham-
ba” or slave.

“So when you say ‘ketuanan’ for the Malays, my question is
this — what about the other races? " he asked.

Anwaralso denied that, in disagreeing with “Malay suprem-
acy”, PKR was showing disrespect to the Federal Constitu-
tion.

“In all our speeches, in PKR’s stand as well as PR’s, the
principles of the Federal Constitution in stipulating the spe-
cial position of the Malays and the Bumiputeras, and the po-
sition of the Malay Rulers, we have never disagreed with
that, but instead, we have only defendedit.

“So to twist it and say that we reject it, that is wrong. In my
experience with PAS and DAP, the position of the Bahasa
Malaysia as the official language and Islam as the official
religion, the special privileges of the Malays and Bumiput-
eras, and the position of the Malay Rulers, we have never
contested this,” he said.

Anwar acknowledged a statement by Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz on the topic

but noted that the Umno MP’s interpretation of the Malay
supremacy concept was not shared by his fellow com-
rades in the party.
Nazri had argued that the concept had been wrongly in-
terpreted by politicians across the divide to propagate the
supremacy of the Malay race above the others, labelling
them leaders with “cow dung in their brains™.
The Padang Rengas MP had also explained that “Malay
supremacy”” was coined to protect the sovereignty of the
Malay Rulers as enshrined in the Federal Constitution.
“That is his personal interpretation and it does not seem
to be representative of what the others in Umno believe. I
do not want to be dragged into an argument with him.
“However if you look at history and in the dictionary
translation of the term “tuan’, it means the boss so when
you say ‘ketuanan Melayu’, what about the rest?” Anwar
said.
He added that the position of the Malay Rulers was irrel-
evant as it had never been brought up by PKR leaders in
rejecting Malay supremacy.
“We are calling for the new Malaysian spirit and an
that ises the d: 1|
enshrined in the constitution. This is what we have agreed
on and we will stick to that,” he said.
Anwar argued that his main concern when arguing about
the Malay supremacy concept was how the ruling Malay
elites, particularly from Umno, were using the terminol-
ogy to suppress the poor Malays.
“They are making the Malays become complacent, mak-
ing them think that they are *tuans’ even if they are rub-
ber tappers, drivers or just coolies.
“Meanwhile, the few elite Malays will squander away
their wealth and become super-rich while at the same
time, creating a culture that is promoted by the Malay me-
dia to ensure that the Malays are complacent,” he said.

Lost rainbow toad is rediscovered

The Nation on Web, August 10, 2011

A colourful, spinly-legged toad that was believer to be extinet has been rediscovered in the forests of Bomeo. Scientists from
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMASS) found three of the missing long-legged Bomen rainbow toads upa tree during a night
time search. The team had spent months scouring remote mountain forests

for the spevies.

Prior to thess images, only illustrations of the tcad had existed. These were
drawn from specimens that were collected by Buropean explorers in the
1920s. Conservation International, which launched its Global Search for
Lost Amphibians in 2010, had listed the toad as one of the “world’s top 10
most wanted frogs”. Dr Indraneil Das led a team that searched the ridges

of the Gunung Penrissen range of Westem Sarawak, a boundary between
Malaysia’s Sarawak State and Indonesia’s Kalimantan Barat Frovince. After
several months of night-long expeditions, one of Dr Das’s graduate students
eventually spotted a small toad in the high branches of a tree. “Thrilling dis-
coverieslike this beautiful toad, and the critical importance of amphibians to
healthy ecosystems, are what fuel usto keep searching for lost species,” said
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I'm Glad That’s Settled!
Non-halal butter non-issue for ‘kek

.
lapis” makers

by Salena Pail reporters@ thereporters.
com. Posted on August 1, 2011, Mon-
day

HALAL: Hafiz (second left) showing
his ‘kek lapis products.

MIRE Golden Chum Creamery butter
which has been confirmed as not halal
are a non-issue to ‘kek lapis’ producers
here, meaning production will still go
on to meet anticipated high demands
for the coming Hari Raya celebration.

A producer, 24-year-old Mohd Hafiz
Rohani, said his company had not used §
the product for processing their layer
cakes.

“We have received enquiries from customers all over the nation whether we are using the non-halal butter but
after explanation they no longer doubt our products,” he said when contacted yesterday.

In fact, the company had received some 1,500 orders for the layer cake from distributers in west Malaysia,
Brunei and locally despite the confusion.

“We explained to our customers that our products are halal and the processing does not use the non-halal but-
ter as it is much more costly than other butter brands,” he said.

He did not deny that since the non-halal issue concerning Golden Churn Creamery butter which contains pig
DNA came up, many of their consumers especially Muslims doubted their products.

According to him, the demand for ‘kek lapis” here continued to increase despite the issue.

“What is most important is that Gerai Tepian Sungai does not use Golden Churn product as we are using a
cheaper and quality brand,” he revealed.

Established in 2003, Gerai Tepian Sungai is a popular choice due to its quality products which are reasonably

Petronas Towers

The Petronas Towers (also known as the Petronas Twin Towers)
are skyscrapers and twin towers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
According to the CTBUH's official definition and ranking, they
were the tallest buildings in the world from 1998 to 2004 until
surpassed by Taipei 101, but remain the tallest twin buildings
in the world.[5] The building is the landmark of Kuala Lumpur
with nearby Kuala Lumpur Tower.

Tolong unjokan kichap itu

Remermberences by
Matt& Babara Serritella

Young Muslims strive for success

By HARTATI AZIZAN

The Open Market in Kuching was the social center for Peace Corps Volunteers who lived in, or travelled
through, Kuching, Sarawak. There were two watering holes that most PCY’s frequented. The first was a
coffee shop on the corner near India Street, across from the Electra House. The woman who ran this booth
received the nickname of “Gold Teeth” for what were obvious reasons when you saw her. Gold Teeth’s place
was popular in the moming. The other eating establishment was Khen Kee’s. A Chinese place that served
a variety of things like Mee Goering and Nasi Goering (my mouth is watering). People gathered at Khen
Kee’s in the evening.

One evening, my roommate, Roger Valentine, and I were pounding sown
some Mee Goering and a glass of Teh-O-Peng and awaited a group of
new volunteers (Grooup XXI) that had recently arrived in-country.

One of the new PCV’s was slated to be the new secretary in the Peace
Corps Office, as the present one was rotating out. Her name was Bar-
bara Atkins. I was thunderstruck with her beauty, intelligence, and per-
sonality (she’s reading this and rolling her eyes).

St. Joseph’s Cathedral was a new, modern Catholic church in Kuching.
Tt was built with donations from Catholic churches in The Netherlands.
The priest was Father Harry Van Erp, also from the Nethertands.

Father Harry had a problem. The bells in his new bell tower weren’t
working right. One of the three bells rang normally. The other two
would swing backand forth in the 100 foot tall bell tower, but for some
reason the clapper only occasionally struck the bell.

Matt & Barb Serritella on
March 7, 1970

At the time I was teaching Electrical Installation at the Kuching Vocation- al

School. Father Harry contacted the school to see if there was someone there who could help. Enter the PCV

— “Sure, I can do that —lah.”

Long story short, Barbara Atkins and T were to be married on
March 7, 1970. Enter Father Harry. He promised me that unless
T could fix the bells, there would be no wedding! After many
trips up and down a bamboo ladder up into the bell tower, I dis-
covered that the two defective bells were hung improperly and
set about balancing them to correct the error. Bukan Main-lah.
They rang! The wedding was back on!

We had a traditional Western wedding with a Tuak and quay
reception following at St. Joseph’s church hall. Forty-one years
ago. The following year, our daughter, Christine, was bom at
the Kuching General Hospital. Quite a happening: and orang-
puteh baby being born in Kuching.

God, we were 50 young.

Peace Corps Changed our lives!

Matt & Barb Serritella at
Fock-Hoi Restaurant, Kuching -2010
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Over 90% of Muslim youth in Malaysia are happy with their
lives and believe that hard work will bring them success and
wealth, according to a recent poll.

THE youthquake that is gripping the Middle East has cast a
spotlight on the young Muslims in Malaysia and Indonesia, the

two majority-Muslim countries in the region

Howerer, as the findings of a recent survey on the Muslim

youth in the region hinted, they may not be likely to start their
own Jasmine Revolution here as they are content, satisfied and
optimistic about their lives and their respective countries’ fu-
ture.

Accarding to the survey “Values, Dreams, Ideals: Muslim
Youth in South-Bast Asia”, 92% of young Malaysian Muslims
aged 1510 25 surveyed said that they are happy with their life
compared to 93.8% young Indonesians

The survey, speatheadsd by the Goethe Institute and the Fried-
tich Naumann Foundation for Fresdom, polled 1,080 youth
aged 15 10 25 in Malaysia and 1,496 in Indonesia between
October and November last year. It was jointly conducted by
Merdeka Center with Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (URM)
and the Lembaga Survei Indonesia on the Indonesian side.

psthelistof Malay-
sian youth (24.3%), followed by being a good parent (18.4%)
and becoming rich (14.9%)

Being a politician scored almost at the bottom of the list at
0.8%, 1.9% fewer than the number aspiring to be an “artist”
(singer or actor)

Sotme 73% are confident that their economic situation will im-
prove while 94 9% believe that hard work will bring them suc-
cess and wealth

Most believe that education is a major factor in personal devel-
oprmert, and an important factor in social mobility.

At the same time, many put having a family as a priority for
happiness in life (94.2%)

Attaining quality education (61%), geting the opportunity to
leam new things (64%) and having a successful working life
(97%) are also of prime importance for Indonesian muslim
youth (97%), with 53% aiming for professional success and
223% for wealth

While 4% of those polled in the republic felt that the economy
had remained static or declined, 57% believe n the importance
of hard work to achieve what they want while 73% said that
hard workers deserve to be richer.

Similarly, over S0% of the Muslim youth surveyed in Indonesia
regard martiage and family as very important

Asstudies showed, the revolutions in the Arab world were fired
up by their young people’s unhappiness with the same issues|
jobs, education and marriage.

What may be a cause for concern here, however, is the rising
religious and soctal conservatism among young Muslims of the|
region as hinted by the findings of the survey.

Around 72% support theidea of the Quran replacing the Federal
Constitution, while 98.3% say that Muslims are not allowed to
change their religion, rejecting one of the freedoms enshrined
in the statute.

A large majority of the young Muslims polled support moves
to impose religious code and Taw in public life: about 71.5%
support the cutting off of hands as punishment for convicted|
thieves; 92.5% agres to the death sentence for murderers; and
92.4% support whipping as punishment for those who drink al-
cohol

This may not come as a surprise to many social cbservers as
ever since former Frime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mchamad)
declared Malaysia as an Isamic state in the late 19805, the idea
has gained much currency.

And despite the peaceful co-existence of various religions in)
the country, the Islamisation process has grown rapidly in the|
last few decades

More religious

Muslim households have grown more religious, as 882% of]
Muslim youth claimed that their families are “very religious’)
and “rather religious”.

" Continued on Page 20




Continued From Page 19

Believing in God and becoming a better Muslim are rated as the
most important things in life, to have friends is less important
whileto become rich ranks last.

In the last decade, Malaysia has gained a reputation worldwide
for its seemingly conservative stance, specifically on entertain-
ment and the arts not only from exireme religious factions but
also overzealous thecerats

This perception is intensified by the rise of other faith-related
controversies such as the caning of Muslim women for drinking
aloohol and protesting against the staging of rock concerts

Take the MTV World Stage Live Concert that rocked Malaysia
last week for instance.

Though it came to pass without much aftershock, there s fear
that the rumble from certain Islamist factions against the music
event may bea sign of the nation to come.

And while the survey shows no sign that young Muslims in the
country will express their religious sentiments as vehemently,
it canniot be denied that their stance on the issue may not be so
different.

Similarly, Indonesian Muslim youth put faith in God and being
religiously devout as the most important thingsin life while fol-
lowing traditions and customs are ranked lower with enjoying
life to the fullest, last.

Interestingly, however, Indonesian youth are more adamant
about separating their personal beliefs and the state.

On the question of whether the Islamic holy book should replace
their country’s constitution, cnly 20% of Indonesian Muslim
youth answered “Yes”

As for the implementation of syariah law, only 49% said yes to
cutting off the hands as punishment for thieves, while a lower
number (compared to Malaysia), 669% agreed on death sen-
tenoe for murderers and €8, 5% thought that Muslims caught for
drinking should be whipped.

A few polifical and social scientists in the country, however,
cautioned that the conservative outlook painted may not be
completely accurate and one would need to look beneath the
surface to get the whole picture.

Crucially, stressed Professor of Social Anthropology at Univer-
siti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), Frof Datuk Dr Shamsul Amri
Baharuddin, in terms of religious intensity and orientation, the
poll shows that be categorised

or fundamentalists

Sotme 52 3% believe that terrorism gives Islam a bad name and

there are no indications that they believe violence is an option in
pushing for change.

“The survey provides sufficient findings for observers o sup-
port the impression that Malaysia is indesd not a failed state as
some people would have us believe, nor is Malaysiaa little Af-
‘shanistan with Taliban-ike extremists running around eking out
a living from growing poppies,” he wrote in his analysis of the
survey.

Mostimportantly, themacrity of both Malaysian and Indonesian
youth surveyed said that they were not interested in politics

Orily 23% of Indonesian youth admitted to some interest in poli-
tics, with 27% stating that they participate in regional elections
Equally around 23% young Malaysian muslims said they were
interested in politics.

However, only 142% of Malaysian Muslim youth participate
in party politics and a mere 0.8% would want i become politi-
cians Worss, 663% have not registered as voters

As Merdeka Center director Ibrahim Suffian concluded, the find-
ings of the survey also show many contradictory statements

Ttisasif theyoung people, especially the Malaysians, gave only
answers that they know will be “acosptable’”, opined Tbrahim

He pointed out that while the youth's views came across as re-
ligiously conservative, in practice they are less so; only 18.1%
said they read the Quran often while 28.7% said they always
perform the compulsory five daily prayers

While stating that they have little interest in politics, Malaysia’s
Muslim youth believe in “Peoples’ Power”, and regard opposi-
tion parties s an integral part of a democracy and value freedom
of expression and assembly.

While professing their strong belief in God and vowing to be-
come better Muslims, many would rather watch television, listen
to music or surf the Internet in their leisure time than go to a
mosque

No to violence

And though Malaysia’s Muslim youth regard Osamma bin Laden
as a freedom fighter (62.4 % of the respondents), they denounce
viclence

As a teacher who only wants to be known as Rashida sees it,
young Malaysians are well trained in taking exams. “They know
how to give the right answers to the right questions.”

Muslim Youth Movement of Malaysia (Abim) exco member
Tufitsi Joha begged to differ, stressing that the findings largely
refiect the contemporary reality, especially with regards to the
youngs interest in politics.

Contimzed on Page 21
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“Based on the survey, 75% of Muslim youth are not interested in
politics because the current political situation is appalling As a
result, many have yet to register as voters and many do not even
care who is at the helm of the country. This is a disappointing
development,” he said

He also disputed the finding that support the idea of the Quran
replacing the Federal Constitution.

There are many aspects that are already covered by the Constitu-
tion, and it embocies the universal spirit of Islam

“Pethaps, there needs to be some amendments from time to time
to fit in with the Islamic code, on condition that it is also univer-
sal. But my fellow Abim members all agree that the constitution
also cannot be amended too fresly and too many times (as what
has happened since independence),” Jufitri argued

Tbrahim pointed out that it is important to consider that growing
up in Malaysia, Muslim youth are constantly reminded of what
they need to doand how to be good Muslims by parents, religious
leaders, government-controlled media, teachers and others

Political scientist and journalism lecturer at Monash University
Malaysia Dr Wong Chin Huat agreed.

Peer pressure
“The cultural preference and taste of the Malaysian Muslim youth
may belargely shaped by highly controlled broadeast media, local
religious teachers and parents much more than crganic interaction
of their peers or other autonomous social groupings,” he said.

He felt this may explain their universal reported rejection of un-
Islamic lifestyles: occasional beer drinking (96 1%), taking soft
drugs (9B.9%), pre-marital sex (98.4%), watching pornographic
movies (97.5%) and homosexuality (99.4%)

Healso believes strongly that it would be “intellectually ineptand
morally wrong to equate religicsity of Muslims with their rejec-
tion of inclusion and moderrity.”

True, today's Muslim youth lived in and embraced a globalised
world, Modem technology has become a significant part of youth
culture, taking young pecple beyond borders and exposing them
to different cultures, views and value-systems

Jufitri feels that this is apparent in the young’s belief that they
can push for social and political change through means other than
political participation. The nly problem is, he said: “In reality,
youth groups fail to atiract the majority of the younger genera-
tion to join and work towards social and political change because
many of these groups have the image of being boring and un-
cool.”

Muslim youth outlook
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Friends of Malaysia Projects

The Friends of Malaysia is agroup comitted to supporting projects that improve the lives of the Malay -
sian people. Here are a few of the projects we have made cash to donations in the past year.

Your memberships make these donations possible:

« Borneo Project - FoM made a $250 donation to help this legal aid project enable needy indigenous

communities in Sarawak to file court cases to defend their ancestral lands and support three pre-schools

that enable children to leam to read and write in their native Penan language.

« Heritage Foundation - to help fund a Rumah Penghulu (Headman’s House) and related educational
programs centerd around Malay traditional heritage.

« Hospis Malaysia - to help fund an organzation that assists Malaysians in their last days.

« Doctor’s Without Borders - Fom has made a $250 to help the DWB Haiti Relief Fund.

* Borneo Children’s Aid Society - Borneo Child Aid Society is a Non-Profit social NGO providing

education for thousands of children, who live in plantations and other remote areas far from schools in the

Malaysian state Sabah on Borneo. These children are without access to basic education because of dis-

tance, poverty or legal status.

Learn more about the
Friends of Malaysia on the web at:
<http://www.friendsofmalaysia.org

‘Want to contribute to Apa Khabar? Send
your letter to the editor at
<mserritl @san.rr.com>
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