
In 2009, the Congress passed the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment or MOVE Act to simplify 
the absentee registration and voting process and increase access to voting materials electronically via 
the Internet and e-mail.  We encourage you to use the Federal Voting Assistance Program website, 
WWW.FVAP.GOV, which has the forms and information most overseas voters need.   
 
If you want to vote, you have to send in a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) to your local election 
officials every year – even if you’ve previously voted overseas – and every time you change your 
name, physical address, or email address.  Use the FPCA to request an absentee ballot, and to register 
to vote if you’re not currently registered.  The easiest way to fill out this form is to use the online tool 
available at WWW.FVAP.GOV that walks you through the process based on your state’s specific voting 
rules.  Fill it out every January 1st -- make it your New Year’s Resolution! 
 
The fastest way to get your absentee ballot is to request an electronic ballot.  Depending on the specific 
rules of your home state, delivery may be made by fax, email, or online download.  On the 2011 version 
of the FPCA, you can rank your ballot delivery preference; otherwise, your ballot will be mailed to you.  
Most states now allow you to send the FPCA electronically to your local election officials, but others still 
require you to print and mail in a hard copy.  The online tool at WWW.FVAP.GOV will tell you which 
methods your state permits. 
 
All states now offer a way to verify registration.  This is often done by an online verification website or 
by calling your local election official.  This helps confirm you are properly registered and on the list to get 
absentee ballots.  WWW.FVAP.GOV provides a link to each state’s online verification website. 
 
Overseas voters are eligible to vote in presidential primary elections and in state primary elections for 
federal offices, as well as the general elections in November 2012.  Some states allow overseas voters to 
vote in state and local elections.  The online tool at WWW.FVAP.GOV will let you know in which state 
and local elections you may vote.  
 
States send out absentee ballots at least 30 days before the primary elections, and 45 days before the 
November general election.  Returning your completed ballot as quickly as possible will ensure it 
reaches your local election officials before your state’s ballot receipt deadline. 
 
Delivery time for international mail to the U.S. will vary, and can take weeks.  You can also drop off your 
FPCA or your completed ballot in person at the U.S. Embassy in Kuala Lumpur and we’ll mail it to the 
U.S. for you.  Just stop by between 9 and 11 am any Monday through Friday except on Malaysian and 
American holidays.  After you send in your completed ballot, you can confirm receipt by your local 
elections officials online by visiting the website of your state’s Secretary of State. 
 
If you haven’t received your ballot 30 days before Election Day, fill out and mail in an emergency write-
in ballot -- the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB) which is available at WWW.FVAP.GOV.  You can 
also drop off your FWAB in person at the Embassy, and we’ll mail it to the U.S. for you. 
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