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Project Requirements

Consideration will be given to projects that:

 Promote or defend democratic institutions, civil society, an independent judiciary, free and fair electoral 
processes, freedom of religion, and human rights

 Clearly describe how the activities will be managed using internally consistent and reasonable activities 
and expenditure timelines

 Identify anticipated results and demonstrate that they can be completed within 12 months

 Propose ambitious projects designed to change the civic and political rights landscape rather than simply 
raise awareness

 Are proposed and managed by local Basotho groups

 Support high impact, quick implementation activities

 Use the entire grant and complete the activity within the specified agreement period of one year

Overview of Democracy and Human Rights Fund II

Questions?

Contact the Political and Economic Office at the U.S. Embassy in Maseru:

Phone: +266 2231 2666
Email: GrantsMaseru@state.gov
Website: http://maseru.usembassy.gov/grants.html
Visit: U.S. Embassy Maseru | 254 Kingsway Road | Maseru

Who Can Apply?

Local indigenous organizations based in Lesotho with activities that promote or defend democratic
institutions, civil society, an independent judiciary, free and fair electoral processes, freedom of religion,
and human rights. No NGOs from outside of Lesotho may apply.

The Democracy and Human Rights Fund II (DHRF II) fund is one of a variety of programs used by the U.S. 
government to promote and defend civil and political rights, strengthen democratic institutions and civil 
society, and foster democratic values and practices in the states of Sub‐Saharan Africa.  

The fund provides grants up to $12,000 to indigenous organizations for small, focused, high‐impact, and 
short‐term (one year) activities that promote or defend democratic institutions, civil society, an 
independent judiciary, free and fair electoral processes, freedom of religion, and human rights. 

How to Apply

Complete and submit an application form to the Political and Economic Office at U.S. Embassy Maseru.
Applications can be found on our website at: http://maseru.usembassy.gov/grants.html
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Human Rights
 Education, human rights NGO start‐ups, creative projects to improve respect/ enforcement of human 

rights, human trafficking projects focused on protection or prevention measures,  torture victim 
rehabilitation.

Legal
 Publication, translation into minority dialects and dissemination of the Constitution and other laws, 

legal education, bar and legal association start‐ups, legal aid projects.

Judicial
 Improving the Judiciary's efficiency, training court officials—including local or traditional officials—on 

the rule of law or the role of the Judicial branch in a democracy.

Legislative
 Improving the Legislature's efficiency, training MPs and their staff.

Civic Education
 Public education for independent journalists on the role of an independent media in a democracy, 

technical assistance, support to journalist association start‐ups, civic education for girls, public 
awareness campaign of voting rights and/or the social costs of public corruption.

Women's Rights
 Education, counseling and legal support for the prevention of violence against women or female 

genital mutilation, empowerment of women (non‐economic), women‐led NGO start‐ups, increased 
access of women and ethnic groups to the judicial system and to the political processes.

Electoral
 Very limited assistance to independent electoral commissions, assistance to local NGO election 

monitoring groups.

Conflict Resolution
 Limited to activities which promote tolerance and understanding between sectors of society, such as 

ethnic or religious groups or political factions; e.g., workshops, publication of civic education material 
pertaining to equality of rights and responsibilities under a democratic system.

Sample Activity Themes

Proposals may address, but are not limited to, the following themes:


