SUSI FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
What degree of English proficiency should a nominee have? 
All participants must be fully proficient in English.  Throughout the duration of the program, they will need to fully understand lectures, actively participate in discussions, and complete reading and writing assignments in English.
To what extent do the Institutes for Secondary Educators cover teaching methods and pedagogy?  
SUSI programs for Secondary Educators focus primarily on content, materials, and education related to the United States.  The Institutes for teachers typically include a handful of sessions on teaching methodologies; however, these sessions are supplemental to the main focus of the Institute.  
Can a person who is a dual citizen (U.S. and country of origin) participate in Study of the U.S. Institutes?
No.  U.S. citizens and permanent residents (green card holders) are NOT eligible to participate in this program.
Can an individual who is not a citizen of the nominating post country apply? 
Yes. Study of the U.S. Institutes program is designed to further mutual understanding between U.S. citizens and people of other countries.  
A teacher/administrator has traveled to the U.S. previously. Would he/she be disqualified?
No.  Applicants with some experience in the United States can be considered for the program.  However, preference will be given to nominees with little or no experience in the United States.
How much free time/time for independent research will a participant have during the program? 
There will be some free time during the program, as well as some time designated for independent research.  However, participants MUST understand that this is an intensive academic program and they are expected to participate in all lectures, activities, and scheduled events.  Applicants in Secondary Educator Institutes may, at their own expense, opt to extend their stay in the U.S. after the close of their program to the extent allowed by visa regulations.
 If an applicant has relatives in the United States, would he/she have time to see them? 
Because of the intensive nature of the Institutes, participants will NOT be able to leave the Institute to visit relatives or friends.  Participants in Secondary Educator Institutes may, at their own expense, opt to extend their stay in the United States after the close of their program to the extent allowed by visa regulations.
Can a relative travel and stay with the participant during the Institute? 
No. Relatives are NOT permitted to travel or stay with a participant during the program.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  Participants in Secondary Educator Institutes may, at their own expense, opt to extend their stay in the U.S. after the close of their program to the extent allowed by visa regulations.
Can a participant arrive early/late for the Institute? 
The U.S. Embassy requires that participants arrive a day before the start of the program.  
Can a participant stay after the end of the Institute? 
Yes.  Under the terms of their J-1 visas, participants generally have up to 30 days after the end of the program to depart from the U.S.  However, the participant must be aware that he/she is responsible for all arrangements and expenses after the end of the Institute and will no longer have ECA-sponsored health benefits.
  Can a participant miss one part or component of the Institute?  
No.  All participants are expected to participate in all scheduled lectures, events, site visits, trips, and activities.
 How much money will participants need to bring for the program?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Study of the U.S. Institutes covers all costs of an individual’s participation including transportation, lodging, and meals.  Generally, host institutions provide for meals through a combination of a cafeteria meal plans and cash allowances to permit participants to cook or eat at local restaurants.  Information on housing and meal arrangements will be provided by the host institution six weeks prior to the start of the Institute.  Participants should bring their own spending money if they wish to purchase souvenirs or other items during their time in the United States.  Participants will receive a stipend to purchase books and research materials while in the United States.

