2017 The Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program
Program Description:
· The FLTA Program is a nine-month, non-degree program. The Fulbright FLTA Program is a nine-month, ECA-funded, non-degree program for early career English teachers or professionals in related fields.  Candidates who are teachers in the fields of American Studies, Journalism and Media, and American/English Literature will also be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Participants have the opportunity to refine their teaching skills, increase their English language proficiency, and extend their knowledge of the society and culture of the United States while serving as teaching assistants for their native language to U.S. students and strengthening foreign language instruction at U.S. colleges and universities.  Fulbright FLTA participants also interact with their host communities in conversation groups, extracurricular activities, and community outreach projects.  Fulbright FLTA participants must return to their home countries upon completion of the program.

· Fulbright FLTA Participants may assist in up to twenty hours of language classes a week and are required to enroll in at least two courses per semester, one of which must be in U.S. Studies.  Coursework is offered on either an audit or credit basis.  Fulbright FLTA participants will also be expected to facilitate cultural events, language clubs, and language tables.       ● Fulbright FLTA participants will be required to attend a U.S.-based orientation sponsored by ECA during the summer of 2017 before arriving at their host institutions in August.  Fulbright FLTA participants will also be required to attend a mid-year enrichment conference in the United States, hosted by ECA and coordinated by the Institute of International Education (IIE), to share and discuss foreign language teaching best practices and their current teaching experiences with other Fulbright FLTA participants.
Eligibility: 
· Applicants are typically teachers of English or in training to become teachers of English, and at minimum must possess the equivalent of a U.S. Bachelor’s degree by June 1, 2017 to allow time to submit an official transcript prior to the start of the Fulbright FLTA Program.        ● Fluency in English is mandatory, demonstrated by a score of no less than 550 (paper based TOEFL); 213 (computer based TOEFL – CBT); 79-80 (internet based TOEFL – IBT) or 6.0 (overall score International English Language Testing System – IELTS).  All nominees should take the TOEFL after the interview to allow sufficient time to receive the official score reports.

· Applicants must demonstrate maturity, dependability, integrity, and professionalism.  Material misrepresentation (e.g., plagiarism) at any time during the application or grant period is grounds for selection withdrawal or grant termination, as well as ineligibility for future participation.  FLTA applicants should be energetic, early career educators capable of succeeding in the dual role of teaching assistant and student.  They must be open to living with their U.S. student peers in undergraduate or graduate level campus housing and also engaging with faculty and staff with maturity and professionalism.  

· Fulbright FLTA participants are required to return to their home countries upon completion of the nine-month program.  ECA will not support any extension requests for participants.  The Fulbright FLTA program does not support dependents or family members.  Candidates may not have any dependents accompany them for any time during the program.  Family and friends may visit program participants during holiday periods.  By extension of this policy, pregnant candidates may not participate in the program if the birth is due during the program period.  Please see additional information in Para 6 - Nomination and Selection.  Please also see Fulbright Program Policies on eligibility here: http://eca.state.gov/fulbright/about-fulbright/j-william-fulbright-foreign-scholarship-board-ffsb/ffsb-policies, including section 525.1.

· Applicants must be residing in Lebanon throughout the nomination and selection process.

· Applicants must hold the Lebanese Citizenship (Nationality), a valid Lebanese Passport and must have a permanent residence status in Lebanon at the time of application.

· Candidates for the FLTA applying for or holding permanent residence in the United States are not eligible. Persons who are citizens of both Lebanon and the United States are also not eligible.  

· Any applicant who is seeking a U.S. degree should not apply to the FLTA Program.
Selection Criteria:
· ECA is pursuing gender, ethnic, and in-country geographic balance in applicants for the program.  Selection will be based on the candidates’ leadership skills, ability to motivate students to learn, and interest in teaching their native language and culture to U.S. students.  Ideal candidates for the Fulbright FLTA Program have a desire to meet people and become a part of their host community by participating in community events and campus activities.  Fulbright FLTA participants should also be creative and self-reliant team players, who are able to maintain excellent relationships with faculty, staff, and students.  Nominees should be aware that placements are offered by smaller rural colleges as well as larger urban institutions.

· Initial screenings and interviews will be conducted by the Public Affairs Office at the U.S. Embassy.  Only applicants who understand the commitment required of FLTAs, including becoming a cultural ambassador, playing both teaching assistant and student roles, engaging the local community on and off campus, and returning home to share their experience with their students, colleagues, family, and friends, should be considered.  All final candidates will be interviewed.

· Preference will be given to those candidates who have little or have no prior experience living in the United States.  Participants must be flexible with placements at smaller or more ethnically diverse U.S. academic institutions in order to meet one of the goals of the Fulbright FLTA Program to place participants in all 50 States and at diverse institutions.

· Sound physical and mental health: Those selected for a Fulbright grant are required to submit a Medical History and Examination Report before their grants can be finalized.

· Applicants will be considered without regard to race, religion, gender and/or physical impairment.

· The Fulbright FLTA Program final selection is dependent upon approval by the FFSB and our ability to match the requests of U.S. host institutions with the language skills of the applicant pool.  A nomination does not guarantee a placement.  Placement is based on the requests of U.S. institutions for specific languages and further constrained by limited funding. Therefore, in some cases some candidates may not be placed. 
 Application Procedures:  
· Each candidate will be required to submit an on-line application via the on-line management system administered by IIE.  Once the applications have been submitted, the U.S. Embassy will review it, interview candidates and nominate them.  Approved applications will then be forwarded electronically to both the IIE offices in New York and to the Department of State in Washington, D.C. for review and approval. 

· Candidates can access the on-line application at:  https://apply.embark.com/student/fulbright/flta/ 

· A complete application package includes the online application, original academic transcripts with certified English translations, diploma (if already graduated), three letters of reference, and TOEFL or IELTS score report.  

· Fill in the information requested in the FULBRIGHT Application form as completely and in as much accurate detail as possible. The entire application must be typed or computer-generate in English. Handwritten applications will not be accepted.
· All pages and parts of the application must be completed to constitute a full dossier.
· Candidates must attach complete and certified academic documents covering the entire period of study at universities or other post-secondary institutions. 
· Documents must be accompanied by complete English translations. Academic documents must consist of a certified official record (transcript) from each university or post-secondary institution listing the subjects you studied and the grades you received during each year of your enrollment. 
· Letters of Reference should be written by teachers under whom you have studied or pursued research or by someone who has supervised you in work related to your proposed field of study.  Note: Letters of Reference should not be written by persons related to you either by blood or marriage, or by friends. The letters should be written in English, or accompanied by a translation.

· Please note that a valid passport with an expiration date of no earlier than December 31, 2018 will be required.  None of the application documents should be emailed. Due to Personally Identifiable Information (PII), all candidate documents should be uploaded to the candidate application system, https://admissions.embark.com.

· FLTA participants who are not able to secure an entry visa in accordance with their program start date may lose their grants.  

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Successful candidates will be notified of their awards in March or April 2017.

· Plagiarism: Recently, plagiarism in applications has become a major issue and candidates should be made aware that plagiarism in applications will not be tolerated.  Thus, it is important to address the issue and make it clear to applicants that if they plagiarize by not properly citing sources in their applications (personal statements, essays, etc.), their applications will be disqualified. Applications will undergo a thorough plagiarism review and every year numerous candidates are disqualified due to copied text from uncited sources appearing in their applications
       
             
