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Disposition of Remains Report 
 
 

REF:  7 FAM 261 and 037, Appendix A 
 
The following information is submitted in accordance with the referenced requirements to 
provide current data on Lebanese law on the disposition of remains.  The report incorporates 
changes from last updated submission, especially in paragraphs A, C, E, and F. 
 
 
A.  Maximum Period Before Interment: 
 
Lebanese Law does not place a time limit on burial.  When embalming has been performed, 
burial may be delayed for any length of time. However, since Beirut has no mortuaries, the 
remains are stored in hospital morgues, which charge fees varying between $30 and $100 per 
day. 
 
B.  Embalming: 
 
While there is no time limit after which embalming is obligatory, it is usually carried out 
immediately after death.  Embalming varies between the ordinary cooling of the body, (primitive 
embalming) which can be carried out by nurses, doctors or undertakers; and the professional 
embalming required before the export of the remains.  This must be performed by a qualified 
mortician at the hospital, who then issues the appropriate certification.  The Embassy can provide 
names of qualified Lebanese morticians who can assist with the process of preparing 
documentation required for the export of remains. (See paragraph E.). 
 
C.  Cremation: 
 
In general, Lebanese law prohibits cremation.  However, facilities are available at the American 
University Hospital, which performs cremation only upon written request signed by all of the 
deceased’s immediate family members. 
 
D.  Caskets and Containers: 
 
When the remains of a deceased person are to be transported out of Lebanon, the remains are 
placed in a zinc-lined casket which is hermetically sealed by soldering.  The casket is enclosed in 
a hardwood coffin.  Before shipment by air, the wooden coffin is placed in a wooden shipping 
case.  All required containers are readily available locally. 
 
 



E.  Export of Remains: 
 
Local requirements for export of human remains are as follows: 
 
1)  Embalming of the remains 
2)  Enclosure of the remains as described in paragraph D 
3)  Transportation authorization from the Ministry of Health and the Sureté General 
4)  Mortuary certificate issued by the U.S. Embassy 
5)  Medical report of death with translation 
6)  Death certificate from local civil authorities with translation 
7)  Certificate for embalming (medical) 
 
F. Costs: 
 
All costs may be paid either in local currency at the current rate of exchange or in U.S. Dollars. 
          
Cost of local interment:  
        
An example of the costs for local internment is shown below.  Costs vary according to case and 
may change without notice. 
 
Local interment includes the following: 
 
-  Simple coffin (mahogany or oak color) with the deceased’s name:  $450.00 
-  Local death certificate and documentation required for local interment:  $100.00 
-  If applicable, charges of a Medical Examiner for providing a death report 
   if the death was due to an accident:      $250.00 
-  Cost of translation:        $200.00 
-  Excavation of gravesite:       $200.00 
-  Labor fees and transportation of remains by vehicle to the cemetery: $200.00 
-  Funeral home fees including funeral car:     $350.00     
       Total: $1750.00  
Cost of local interment with cremation:  
 
An example of the costs for local internment with cremation is shown below.  Costs vary 
according to case and may change without notice. 
      
Local interment with cremation includes the following: 
 
-  Cremation of remains at the American University Hospital:  $1000.00 
-  Medical Examiner’s fees:        $300.00 
-  Local death certificate and documentation required for local interment:  $100.00 
-  Fees for providing documentation for cremation:    $300.00 
-  Translation & Legalization:       $200.00 
-  Transportation fees of remains to the morgue of A.U.H.:   $200.00 
-  Fees of Public Cemetery for one renewable year:    $200.00 



-  Fees of morgue per day to hold remains pending cremation:  $75.00 
-  Excavation of gravesite:       $125.00 
-  Container for ashes:        $300.00 
-  Funeral home fees:        $250.00 
          Total: $3125.00 
 
Cost of shipment of ashes to the U.S.: 
 
An example of the costs for cremation and shipment of ashes is shown below.  Costs vary 
according to case and may change without notice. 
   
Shipment of ashes to the U.S. includes the following: 
 
-  Fees of cremation at the American University Hospital of Beirut:  $1000.00 
-  Fees of morgue per day to hold remains pending cremation:  $50.00 
-  Medical Examiner’s fees:        $300.00 
-  Local death certificate and permission for local interment:   $150.00 
-  Fees for providing documentation for cremation:    $300.00 
-  Transportation of remains to the morgue of A.U.H.:   $200.00 
-  Fees for obtaining a Transportation Permit for export outside Lebanon:  $325.00 
-  Translation & Legalization       $200.00 
-  Container for ashes:        $300.00 
-  Shipment of ashes from Beirut to the U.S.A.    $400.00 
-  Funeral home fees:        $250.00   
       Total: $3225.00 
           
Shipment of Remains to the U.S. 
 
An example of the costs for shipment of remains to the U.S. is shown below.  Costs vary 
according to case and may change without notice. 
 
Shipment of remains to the U.S. includes the following: 
 
-  Casket and Coffin (special for travel per regulations cited above): $2200.00 
-  Embalming:         $500.00 
-  Placement of remains in a morgue till repatriation (per day)  $50.00 
-  Funeral home fees including transportation of remains to the airport: $400.00 
-  Medical Examiner’s fees:       $300.00 
-  Export documents preparation:      $325.00 
-  Local death certificate:       $150.00 
-  Translation & Legalization       $ 200.00 
-  Airfreight to U.S.A. (Average weight of casket and container 200 Kilos): $1500.00  
           Total: $5625.00 
 
G.  Exhumation and shipment:  Lebanese law prohibits exhumation, unless it is required for 
the investigation of a murder, or for transporting the remains of foreigners out of Lebanon.  In 



both cases special permission from the Prosecutor General (Ministry of Justice) is required. 
 
E.  Donation of remains: In cases where the deceased’s family or next of kin lack the necessary 
funds for the burial of remains or based on NOK’s will, remains may be donated to the 
Balamand University for academic research provided that the body is appropriate for such 
purpose. 
 
Professor Jihad Hawi (03-601-558), or 06-930250, ext. 3811 is the point of contact for 
facilitating the donation of remains. 
 


