The 2012 International Writing Program 
Complete Program Information
The U.S. Embassy is pleased to announce the 2012 “Between the Lines” International Writing Program for Lebanese students.  This fellowship offers talented Lebanese writers between 16 and 19 years old a two-week writing workshop at the University of Iowa in the United Sates from July 14-28, 2012.  During the past four years, eight Lebanese students and three teacher chaperones have participated n this program.

Award recipients will be immersed in the creative writing culture of the U.S. as part of an exchange that will broaden and sharpen their writing skills, deepen their understanding of American society, and build bridges with young American writers. Program activities will include writing workshops in English and Arabic, seminars on literary topics, and cultural visits.  At the culmination of the program, the students’ writings will be collected into a printed booklet to be used for educational purposes.  Selected Lebanese teachers will also participate in a substantive training program created by the International Writing Program.  

The fellowship covers roundtrip airfare, tuition, health insurance, room and board, and a stipend to cover incidental expenses.  Students and teachers should have the ability to read, write, and converse in English and Arabic, and should demonstrate a commitment to use the skills gained in the United States to serve Lebanon. 

Participant Qualifications:
A) Requirements for Students:  The program is designed for talented young writers who show promise to become future literary figures in their countries. Students must be between the ages of 16-19 as of July 12, 2012 who are proficient in Arabic and English (reading, writing, and speaking).  All writing samples must be sent in 12-point font and have one-inch margins all around.  Interested young writers must submit the following:
a) A 6-8 page writing sample of prose and/or poetry in English and in Arabic;

b) A brief 1 paragraph statement of purpose in English describing your interest in the program;

c) A 2-5 page writing sample of prose and/or poetry in either language in response to one of the following:

· Your character has just walked into an empty room that contains an overturned chair, a torn envelope, and a set of keys. Write a story or poem describing what happened just before the character walked in to the room; or,

· Write a story or poem inspired by the statement: “It is better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all.”

· To Apply: Download and print the PDF application for the program (LINK). Complete the application, scan it, and e-mail it with your writing samples to BeirutPD@state.gov with the subject line “International Writing Program Application.”  
B) Requirements for Teachers Chaperones:  Teachers should be between the ages of 25-40 as of July 12, 2012 and proficient in English (reading, writing, and speaking).  A chaperone should ideally be a teacher from an applicant’s school.  They should be able to fully participate in a formal English language program on teaching methods in creative writing. Teachers must be reliable, mature, and willing and able to take on the responsibilities of their own program and of overseeing the students.
To Apply: Submit your resume/CV and a brief statement of purpose in English describing your goals for the program and how your participation will benefit the program to BeirutPD@state.gov with the subject line “International Writing Program Application.”  
Please include all materials in one email.  

All submissions are due on February 23, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. 

Late or incomplete submissions will not be considered.

For complete program information click here.

http://lebanon.usembassy.gov/btl.html
Click here for the application form, and click here for application instructions.

http://lebanon.usembassy.gov/btl.html

