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Article Alert: September, 2014

Dear All,

The U.S. Embassy's Information Resource Center is very pleased to offer you ARTICLE ALERT, the
monthly current awareness publication of the U.S. Embassy Public Diplomacy Section. Article Alert is
designed to keep IRC users abreast of issues and concerns in the United States. Full texts of all listed
articles are available upon request at jrc_vientiane@state.qov or call us: 021 267089/267263, fax:
021 267160.

SPOTLIGHT: DEMOCRACY IN ASIA

1. “Considerations on Inequality and Politics in Thailand”

Kevin Hewison. Democratization, August 2014, 21 pages.

The author explores the causes of inequality in Thailand and its impacts to Thailand’s politics and
processes of democratization.

2. “Transgressiveness, Civil Society and Internet Control in Southeast Asia”

Liu Yangyue. Pacific Review, July 2014, 25 pages.

Discussing Internet freedom and democracy, the author identifies major determinants that shape
Internet control outcomes in competitive political systems, focusing on three Southeast Asian
countries including Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia.

3. “The End of the Transitions Era?”

Marc F. Plattner. Journal of Democracy, July 2014, 12 pages.

The author, Vice President for Research and Studies at the National Endowment for Democracy,
analyzes the current state of democracy and its future prospects, focusing why the third wave of
democratization —the era par excellence of democratic transitions— is different from its
predecessors.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

4. “Gay Rights: Why Democracy Matters”

Omar G. Encarnacién. Journal of Democracy, July 2014, 15 pages.

The author, Professor of Political Studies at Bard College, explores gay rights and the global divide on
homosexuality, focusing on the unevenness in the global spread of gay rights and the effect of the
political regime, especially whether the country is democratic or not.

GOOD GOVERNANCE

5. “Good Governance Means Performance and Results”

Robert I. Rotberg. Governance, July 2014, 8 pages.

How could governments be examined using a common typology? How could donors and others
employ a well-considered scale to compare countries for investment and assistance purposes? The
author, Founding Director of the Program on Intrastate Conflict and Conflict Resolution at Harvard
University’s Kennedy School of Government, examines a definition of governance and how to
measure governance performance.

ASIA

6. “The Asian Attraction: Pivotal Priorities and Nuclear Dangers in U.S. Security Policy”

Stephen J. Cimbala. Comparative Strategy, April-June 2014, 12 pages.

What would a nuclear arms race in Asia look like after the second decade of the present

century? The author, Distinguished Professor of Political Science at Penn State Brandywine, analyzes
the future Asian nuclear arms competition and offers ways to maintain nuclear strategic stability in
Asia.

7. “ASEAN's Leadership in East Asian Region-Building: Strength in Weakness”

Richard Stubbs. Pacific Review, September 2014, 19 pages.

Why does East Asian regionalism differ from regionalism in other parts of the world where regional
organizations are the product of the activities of the area’s major power or powers? Why did major
regional powers cede leadership on region-building to ASEAN? The author, Professor of Political
Science at McMaster University, explores ASEAN’s leadership role in East Asian regionalism, and
assesses the consequences for East Asia’s regional architecture of having ASEAN in the leadership
role.

WORLD AFFAIRS

8. “The Only Defense”

David Hodges. Commentary, July/August 2014, 4 pages.

The author, an attorney at CN Communications International, analyzes the U.S. foreign policy under
the administration of U.S. President Barack Obama, focusing on why the United States has leaned
more toward isolationism in recent years.

9. “The New Interventionism”

David C. Hendrickson. National Interest, September/October 2014, 6 pages.

The author, a professor of political science at Colorado College, examines interventionist doctrines
and their ineffectiveness at promoting democracy, focusing on the relationship between rights of
revolution and humanitarian intervention.
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GLOBAL ENERGY

10. “No Stopping Fossil Fuels”

Supriya Kumar. USA Today Magazine, July 2014, 2 pages.

The author, communications manager at Worldwatch Institute, discusses the expected rise in global
consumption of fossil fuels in the future, focusing on the effect of the shale gas revolution in the
United States on global oil and gas markets, and the aspects of effective governance during crisis.

11. “Renewable Energy Politics: Policy Typologies, Policy Tools, and State Deployment of
Renewables”

Hongtao Yi and Richard C. Feiock. Policy Studies Journal, August 2014, 25 pages.

How do regulatory institutions affect renewable energy deployment outcomes? Do the decision-
making mechanisms of regulators matter for renewable energy? How do competing interest groups
exert influences in this policy arena? The authors examine the influence of political factors on
renewable energy development, considering both policy and market factors.

GLOBAL HEALTH

12. “Can Brown Fat Defeat Obesity?”

Melinda Wenner Moyer. Scientific American, August 2014, 2 pages.

The author, an adjunct assistant professor at the City of New York Graduate School of Journalism,
explores brown fat tissue in humans and its potential impact in combating obesity.

JOURNALISM AND SOCIAL MEDIA

13. “Facebook Kills a Grassroots Tool”

Colin Delany. Campaigns & Elections, July/August 2014, 2 pages.

The author, founder and editor of the award-winning Epolitics, discusses the use of other forms of
social connections to track voters after the social media site Facebook blocked access of friend lists,
and explores the use of Internet features such as online video, LinkedIn, and Twitter.

14. “How to Think Like a Journalist”

Josh Loftin. Campaigns & Elections, July/August 2014, 3 pages.

Journalists can become an important resource during a controversy or crisis that might otherwise
engulf the unprepared. The author, founder of Route 89 Consulting in Salt Lake City, offers tips on
how to build a trusting relationship with the media.

U.S. POLITICS

15. "How Hillary Won Over the Left"

Noam Scheiber. The New Republic, July 14, 2014, 7 pages.

The author, a senior editor at The New Republic, examines broad popularity for the candidacy of
former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in the 2016 U.S. presidential election among liberal
voters, compared to voter attitudes during the 2008 U.S. presidential campaign.

16. “Accuracy of Vote Expectation Surveys in Forecasting Elections”

Andreas Graefe. Public Opinion Quarterly, 2014 Supplement, Vol. 78 Issue S1, 29 pages.

The author compares the accuracy of vote expectation surveys for forecasting U.S. presidential
elections to predictions from four established methods: expert judgment, traditional polls,
prediction markets, and quantitative models.
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ECONOMICS AND FINANCE

17. “The Imprudence of Macroprudential Policy”

Alexander William Salter. Independent Review, Summer 2014, 13 pages.

The author, a Ph.D. candidate in economics at George Mason University, discusses macroprudential
policy which is aimed at stabilizing the financial system as a whole, with special emphasis on the
risks and costs associated with systemic crises.

18. “Net Foreign Assets and Macroeconomic Volatility”

W.M. Chia, et al. Journal of Asian Economics, October 2014, 12 pages.

The authors analyze the co-movements of net foreign asset accumulation, consumption, real
exchange rate, and real interest rate in a cross section of countries, covering both industrial and
developing economies during the period of 1981-2010.

EDUCATION

19. “How E-Reading Threatens Learning in the Humanities”

Naomi S. Baron. The Chronicle of Higher Education, July 18, 2014, 3 pages.

The author, Professor of linguistics and executive director, Center for Teaching, Research & Learning,
American University, discusses the dangers of electronic reading for studying the humanities, citing
several elements of digital publishing and consumption of text through computers and tablets which
are damaging to one’s reading abilities.

20. “Cyberbullying: Six Things Administrators Can Do”

Kate D. Simmons and Yvette P. Bynum. Education, Summer 2014, 5 pages.

The authors discuss cyberbullying by using online forms of communications including blogging, social
networks, e-mails, instant messaging, and web-forums to harm others, and offer prevention tips to
school administrators.

LIBRARY TRENDS

21. “Machinery That Can Transform Your Lending Services”

Kathy Dempsey. Computers in Libraries, July 2014, 4 pages.

The author, the former editor-in-chief of Computers in Libraries, explores the several machines of
library incorporating with technology, including the Book and DVD vending machines, the mobile
libraries, kiosks, and laptop vending machines.

DESTINATION AMERICA

22. “The Broadway Musical Crisis”

Terry Teachout. Commentary, July/August 2014, 3 pages.

The author, Commentary’s critic-at-large and the drama critic of the Wall Street Journal, discusses
the 21st century practice of using adaptations of previously released motion pictures as musical
openings on New York City’s Broadway, focusing on why these musicals are created and the impact
of changes to U.S. popular music.
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