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Article Alert: July, 2014

Dear All,

The U.S. Embassy's Information Resource Center is very pleased to offer you ARTICLE ALERT, the
monthly current awareness publication of the U.S. Embassy Public Diplomacy Section. Article Alert is
designed to keep IRC users abreast of issues and concerns in the United States. Full texts of all listed
articles are available upon request at jrc_vientiane@state.qov or call us: 021 267089/267263, fax:
021 267160.

SPOTLIGHT: DEMOCRACY

1. “A Comedy of Errors”

Gerald W. Fry. Harvard International Review, Spring 2014, 3 pages.

The author, a Distinguished International Professor at the University of Minnesota, analyzes the
political crises in Thailand, focusing on the formation and hopeful resolution of the political crisis
that has persisted in Thailand since November 2013.

2. “The Democratic Leadership Gap”
Arch Puddington. Journal of Democracy, April 2014, 17 pages.
The author, Vice-President for Research at Freedom House, examines the think tank’s annual report

on the condition of global political rights and civil liberties, which showed a global decline in freedom
for the eighth consecutive year.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

3. “LGBT through the Ages”

Jennifer Jigour. USA Today Magazine, May 2014, 3 pages.

The author explores the history and rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) around
the world, focusing on the changing attitudes towards nontraditional forms of gender and sexuality
that have existed in every culture and time.

ASIA

4. “Economic and Security Interests in Southeast Asia”

Felix K. Chang. Orbis, June 2014, 14 pages.

Is ASEAN becoming week? The author, a Senior Fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute in the
Asia Program, analyzes the “ASEAN way,” the principle of non-interference with a focus on economic
development, and its limitations as well as the impact of great power policies on ASEAN.

5. "ASEAN and the Creation of a Regional Community"

Mie Oba. Asia-Pacific Review, May 2014, 16 pages.

How can one evaluate the specifics of the ASEAN Community based on the perspective of creating a
true community? The author discusses the development of an ASEAN community concept and
efforts to create it, focusing on the concepts for communities that exist within the broader
international society and what a community requires.

6. "A Hard Look at Soft Power in East Asia"

Gary J. Schmitt. American Enterprise Institute, June 19, 2014, 15 pages.

The author, co-director of the Marilyn Ware Center for Security Studies at American Enterprise
Institute, discusses why “soft power” is a useful concept for policymakers to retain in their statecraft
toolkits and how to improve receptivity to American soft power in East Asia.

U.S. SECURITY STRATEGY

7. “Shaping Things to Come”

Simon Serfaty. National Interest, May/June 2014, 5 pages.

Can a significant change in American foreign policy be expected during the Obama’s moment? Will
it produce a more modest role in the world for the United States? Is the world better prepared to
respond to this reduced position? The author, a professor of U.S. foreign policy and eminent scholar
at Old Dominion University, explores U.S. status as a world power and U.S. foreign policy history
from the early 20" century through the present.

8. “The lllusion of Geopolitics”

G. John Ikenberry. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2014, 11 pages.

The author, Albert G. Milbank Professor of Politics and International Affairs at Princeton University,
disagrees with the theory that world politics has evolved into a competition between the United
States and China, Russia and Iran for domination of world politics, arguing that it gives an
exaggerated view of the strength of those three countries and envisions a U.S. weakness which does
not exist.
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9. “Great Power War: Historical Inevitability or Deterrable Choice?”

T. X. Hammes. Asia-Pacific Review, Volume 21, Issue 1, 2014, 20 pages.

The author discusses U.S. military strategy for Asia and proposes the strategy of Offshore Control,
i.e. defense of the First Island Chain based on the concept of defending the first island chain, denying
China use of the seas inside the first island chain and dominating the seas outside it.

10. “Strategic Recalibration: Framework for a 21st-Century National Security Strategy”
Bruce W. Jentleson. The Washington Quarterly, Spring 2014, 22 pages.
With today’s dramatically changing dynamics, the author, a Professor at Duke University’s Sanford

School of Public Policy, discusses why the United States should remain deeply and broadly engaged
in the world through a strategy of recalibration.

ECONOMIC GROWTH

11. “Asia's Rise and the Transatlantic Economic Response”

Jeffrey J. Schott and Cathleen Cimino. Chapter 11 in A Transatlantic Pivot to Asia: Towards
New Trilateral Partnerships., Edited by Hans Binnendijk, Washington: Johns Hopkins
University, 2014, 33 pages.

The authors examine the economic consequences of Asia’s rise for the transatlantic partners,
arguing that although Asia is undoubtedly on the rise, predictions that the aggregate growth of the
region portends the advent of an “Asian Century” seem to exaggerate the potential defiance for the
transatlantic powers.

12. “The Past, Present, and Future of Economic Growth”

Dani Rodrik. Challenge, May-June 2014, 35 pages.

The expansion of economies in developing nations has been remarkable, but can this performance
be sustained into the future, decisively reversing the “great divergence” that has split the world into
rich and poor countries since the nineteenth century? The author, the Albert O. Hirschman
Professor at the School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, provides a
longer- term perspective on economic growth to better understand its key drivers, as well as the
constraints that act on it.

13. "Corruption: The Unrecognized Threat to International Security"

Working Group on Security and Corruption. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
Paper, June 6, 2014, 38 pages.

The paper examines that the role structured government corruption may play in exacerbating
international insecurity is often overlooked, and discusses the correlations between severe
corruption and threats to international security.
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HEALTH

14. “Gut Reactions”

Claudia Wallis. Scientific American, June 2014, 2 pages.

The author discusses the impact of human intestinal bacteria on obesity, focusing on findings of
greater gut microbe diversity in lean people than in obese people, and potential treatment of
obesity through techniques such as probiotics and fecal transplantation.

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

15. “Rubber Plantations Expand in Mountainous Southeast Asia: What Are the
Consequences for the Environment?”

Jefferson M. Fox, et al. AsiaPacific Issues No. 114, May 2014, 8 pages.

By 2050, the area under rubber trees in the montane regions of Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar,
Thailand, Vietnam, and China's Yunnan Province is predicted to increase fourfold. The authors
examine the replacement of shifting cultivation with permanent cropping, particularly with rubber
plantations, and its impact on the local and the global environment.

16. “Forest Futures in the Anthropocene: Can Trees and Humans Survive Together?”
David Bengston and Michael J. Dockry. The Futurist, July/August 2014, 6 pages.

The authors discuss deforestation and land use change which plays an important roles in the carbon
cycle and climate change, rise of mega-fires due to climate change, decreased soil moisture and
drying of biomass fuels, as well as urban forests and growing urban populations.

17. “Hot Enough for You?”

Jerry Adler. Smithsonian, May 2014, 8 pages.

The author explores rising temperatures and the potential effects of global warming on human
society, focusing on the relationship between heat, disease, and aggression.

18. “Think Again: Megacities”

Jonathan Kalan. Foreign Policy, May/June 2014, 5 pages.

Can megacities, heavily populated urban regions containing more than 10 million people, be
important tools for fighting poverty and furthering economic development? How can megacities
emerge and grow in a sustainable way? The author examines megacities, and discusses whether
they pose the most dire development crisis of the 21% century.

EDUCATION

19. “University Life Beckons”

David Montesano and Charlie Mandell. USA Today Magazine, May 2014, 2 pages.

How could you find a school that matches your values and specializes in the fields that you are
passionate about? Are the best programs only available at the most famous or most expensive
schools? The authors offer a guide to the right school for students seeking college education.
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20. “The Conditional Nature of High Impact/ Good Practices on Student Learning
Outcomes”

Tricia A. Seifert, et al. Journal of Higher Education, July/August 2014, 34 pages.

The authors examine the extent to which relationships between engagement in high impact/good
practices and effective reasoning and problem solving as well as inclination to inquire and lifelong
learning were consistent across student groups, or if the magnitude and direction of the
relationships varied by student characteristics.

LIBRARY TRENDS

21. “Beyond the E-Reader: Alternative Uses for the iPad in Libraries”

Rachel Evans. Computers in Libraries, June 2014, 4 pages.

The author, a web coordinator and digital media specialist at Alexander Campbell King Law Library at
the University of Georgia School of Law, explores several alternative uses for the iPad in libraries to
improve their productivity and maximizing their staff's often limited time and budget.

22. “Balancing the Management of Electronic and Print Resources”
Marshall Breeding. Computers in Libraries, June 2014, 3 pages.
The author, the founder of Library Technology Guides, offers tips for libraries on how they can

balance the management of electronic and print resources, focusing on tools to manage electronic
resources and workflow challenge.

DESTINATION AMERICA

23. “The Twain Shall Meet”

David Carkeet. Smithsonian, April 2014, 14 pages.

Travel with the author to the Great River Road, a network of roads running the length of the
Mississippi River, with a particular focus on the legacy of author Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better
known as Mark Twain, in the region.
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