Frequently Asked Questions on
Fulbright Foreign Student Application Process
Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic 

SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS: General 

· QUESTION: What Supplemental Forms should I submit in hard copies? 
ANSWER:  In addition to the online application, you must submit the following supporting documents in hard copy to the Public Affairs Section at the U.S. Embassy: 
· Signature form(1 original + 3 photocopies)
· Report on Proficiency in English (1 original + 3 photocopies)
· Transcript Release Form (ONLY if you graduated from U.S. college or univeristy)
· Academic Records Information (ONLY if you graduated from college/university outside of the Kyrgyz Republic)

· QUESTION: Where can I get supplemental forms? 
ANSWER: You can download them from Supplemental Forms section of the on-line application. 
· QUESTION: Where and who should I send hard copies of supplemental forms (Signature form and Report on Proficiency in English)? 
ANSWER: You should send them to the following address: 
 	171 Prospect Mira, 720016 
 	U.S. Embassy Bishkek
 	Public Affairs Section
 	Fulbright Foreign Students Program 
 	Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic

· QUESTION: Can I bring Supplemental Forms to the Embassy by myself instead of sending them by post mail?
ANSWER: Yes, you can bring them in hand and drop into the mail box at the entrance of the U.S. Embassy in Bishkek before May 30, 2016. 
U.S. Embassy in Bishkek Address: 171 Prospect Mira, 722216; Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic

SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS: Letter of Reference 
· QUESTION: Should I submit my forms and recommendation letters electronically,  or in hard copy? 
ANSWER: Only electronically submitted recommendation letters will be reviewed. Hard copies will be accepted only in exceptional situations, which you need to discuss well in advance with Fulbright Program Coordinator via USKGCulturalAffairs@state.gov  
· QUESTION: What if my recommenders are not able to write reference letters in English? 
ANSWER: Your recommenders have to have the letters translated into English and submit both the original and translation as one document/file. 
· QUESTION: I submitted recommendation letters last year through the Embark on-line application system. Can I use the same letters for this year as well? 
ANSWER: You can, but you are strongly encouraged to update your recommendation letters for this year if you want your application to be competitive. 
· QUESTION: Who should write recommendation letters? 
ANSWER: Letters of reference are extremely important. All letters of reference should be written by teachers under whom you have studied or pursued research or by someone who has supervised you in work related to your proposed field of study. Letters of reference should not be written by persons related to you either by blood or marriage or by personal friends. At least one academic and one professional or work related letter should be included among the letters. The letters should be written in English if possible. If they are not, an original English translation must be provided. 
SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS: Report on Proficiency in English

· QUESTION: Who can fill the form of the REPORT ON PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH? 
ANSWER: One of those three categories of people suggested in the form . 

· QUESTION: What kind of test should be conducted by the English Language evaluator? 
ANSWER: It can be any test that evaluator finds suitable for a Master’s Degree application. 

· QUESTION: What if none of those three categories of people suggested in the form is available? 
ANSWER: If none of them is available, then it can be one of the TOEFL centers that conducts Institutional TOEFL tests (please search on the web “Institutional TOEFL in Bishkek”). In this case, you will need to pass the Institutional TOEFL and get the center to fill in your Report on English Proficiency Form, and certify it by signature and stamp. 

SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS: Transcript Release Form
· QUESTION: Who needs to submit Transcript Release Form? 
ANSWER: This form needs to be submitted only by students who attended college or university in the U.S. 

SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS: Academic Records Information 
· QUESTION: Who should fill this form? 
ANSWER: You need to provide this form if you graduated from college or university outside of the Kyrgyz Republic.  Your college/university needs to fill out the form and provide an explanation of grading.

SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS: Signature Form
· QUESTION: Is this required form for all applicants and how do I submit it?
ANSWER: Yes, this form needs to be submitted by all applicants in hard copy. You must print out, sign, and forward this form to your Fulbright Program Office, whether by post or by hand, and drop into the mail box at the entrance of the U.S. Embassy.

TRANSCRIPT

· QUESTION: What is a transcript and where do I get it? 
ANSWER: A transcript is a document issued by your university that contains information about courses/subjects you studied and grades you received.  If you are: 
a) graduated from a university that does not practice issuing transcripts on student’s request, and;
b) obtained a diploma with enclosures that reflect the subjects you studied and grades you received on all subjects, then you should submit copy of your diploma along with the enclosures.  In this case enclosures are considered as transcripts. 

· QUESTION: Can I submit copies and transcripts of my diploma without translating them into English?
ANSWER: If your diploma and transcripts were not issued in English, then you should translate them into English, and have the translations verified by the legal translator or Translation Company.

· QUESTION: Do I need to submit hard copies of my Diploma/transcript and translations along with supplemental documents? 
ANSWER: No, applicants do not need to submit hard copies of their Diploma/transcript and translations along with supplemental documents. Electronically submitted copies are enough at this stage of application. HOWEVER, successful applicants will have to bring hard copies of their diplomas/transcripts along with certified translations if they are invited to the interview. 

TESTS 

· QUESTION: Do I need to submit TOEFL/GRE/GMAT test results along with application package?
ANSWER: Yes, IF you have an official and valid one (TOEFL is valid within 2 years from date of exam). However, if you do not have it, then you should submit REPORT ON PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH. Form of the REPORT ON PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH can be downloaded from the Supplemental Forms section in the EMBARK application system. Applicants on their final stage of selection will take TOEFL/GRE/GMAT test, which will be organized by the Program.





OTHER QUESTIONS: 

· QUESTION: Is it mandatory to submit writing sample if I am applying for a Master’s Degree? 
ANSWER: No, it is not mandatory, but certain Master’s candidates would benefit from including a writing sample as well.

· QUESTION: Is it mandatory to list 3 universities in the application? 
ANSWER: It is not expected that you will have U.S. university preferences. However, if you do, please complete that page in application form as fully as possible. 

· QUESTION: Do I need to submit hard copies of my on-line application before the deadline? ANSWER: No, applicants do not need to submit hard copies of their on-line applications; however, they do need to submit hard copies of the Supplemental Forms. 

· QUESTION: When I will hear results of the application selection? 
ANSWER: Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted and invited for the interview. If you are not contacted in the first half of August, that means your candidacy was not recommended for interview. 

· QUESTION: Will I get feedback on why my application was not selected? 
ANSWER: Due to heavy workload at the office, unfortunately we cannot provide applicants with feedback on their applications, as well as explanations on why application was not selected. 
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