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Obama’s “New Beginning”, Our Opportunity

Ambassador Deborah K. Jones

President Barack Obama extended a heartfelt greeting to the Muslim world on June 4. He spoke
from Cairo, long a center of Arab and Islamic culture and scholarship. He announced a new
beginning between the United States and Muslims around the world based on mutual interest and
mutual respect. He introduced new partnerships in areas such as education, economic
development, science and technology and global health. These partnerships will bring people of all

backgrounds, faiths and cultures together for a common purpose.

President Obama stressed the importance of access to quality education and equal access to higher
education. The President pledged to increase the number of exchange programs. This will bring
talented Muslim students to the States and send American students to Arab and Muslim countries
to experience the rich and varied culture of the Muslim world first-hand. This is our opportunity to
further strengthen links between Kuwaiti and American educational institutions and focus on

education, in and out of the classroom, at home, in the workplace and via the Internet.

Economic growth, development and diversity will ensure a better future for us all. The President
has initiated a Business VVolunteer Corps to make U.S. business expertise — learned both from
success and failure — available worldwide. A culture of entrepreneurship ensured that prosperity
was available to diverse segments of American society. Entrepreneurship and small business is the
key to developing small economies and to diversifying larger ones. This is our opportunity to adapt

the U.S.-Kuwaiti trade and economic relationship for success in our modern, interconnected world.

Centuries ago, Arab and Muslim scholars pioneered the foundations of science. Working side by
side, American scientists and scientists from all parts of the globe will work to address the science

and technology challenges of our day: sustainable development, water management, climate
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change, and information technology. The United States will make an investment in our common
scientific future — through a Science and Technology Fund, through a Science Envoy program to
send top American scientists abroad, and by the establishment of Centers of Scientific Excellence
to foster scientific education and research. This is our opportunity to pool our scientific expertise

and develop a strong U.S.-Kuwaiti science partnership.

As current events show us, health and healthcare is a global issue. We all must work together to
keep populations healthy and safe from epidemics, both old and new. Global health requires global
partnerships. The President announced in his speech a partnership between the United States and
the Organization of the Islamic Conference to eradicate polio. This is our opportunity to highlight

U.S.-Kuwait cooperation and coordination on public health as a regional model.

What do all these initiatives mean for the already close relationship between the United States and
Kuwait? They mean we have a mutual responsibility not to let the coming opportunities pass us by.
This is a call for us to use our political and trade ties to advance our mutual interests;
educationally, economically, and scientifically. Together, we can pursue a brighter present and

promising future for all Kuwaitis and Americans.

U.S. Ambassador Deborah K. Jones
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