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Important Phone Numbers 
 
Dialing Instructions: 
1. Ground lines to Cell phones: 

Dial all 10 (or 11) digits including 010, 011, 016, 017, 018 or 019  
2. Ground lines to Ground lines:   

Dial the numbers without Seoul’s area code (02)  
3. Cell phones to Cell phones:  

Dial all 10 (or 11) digits including 010, 011, 016, 017, 018 or 019  
4. Cell phones to Ground lines: 

Dial the numbers with Seoul’s area code (02) 
 
Embassy Press Office: 
(02) 397-4637 
 
Embassy Spokesperson’s Office: 
Press Attaché - Aaron Tarver: +82 10-8751-2087 
American Embassy Main Switchboard:  +82 (2) 397-4114 
 
Press Filing Center at the Seoul Plaza Hotel: 22nd floor 
E-mail: embassyseoulpa@yahoo.com 
             embassyseoulpa@hotmail.com 
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Background Note: South Korea 
(Source: www.state.gov and www.korea.net) 
 
PROFILE 
 
Official Name: Republic of Korea  
 
· Capital City: Seoul (10.4 million)  
· National flag: Taegeukgi  
· National flower: Mugunghwa (Rose of Sharon)  
· Currency: won  
· Language: Korean (Written form: Hangeul) 
 
 
Geography 
 
· Location: Strategically located at the crossroads of Northeast Asia. Korea lies between 

Japan, the Russian Far East and China.   
· Area: 98,480 sq. km. (38,023 sq. mi.) 
· Cities (2010): Capital--Seoul (10.4 million). Other major cities--Busan (3.6 million), Daegu 

(2.5 million), Incheon (2.7 million), Gwangju (1.4 million), Daejeon (1.5 million), Ulsan 
(1.1 million). 

· Terrain: Partially forested mountain ranges separated by deep, narrow valleys; cultivated 
plains along the coasts, particularly in the west and south. 

· Climate: Temperate, with rainfall heavier in summer. 
 
 

People 
 
⋅ Nationality: Noun and adjective--Korean(s). 
⋅ Population (2011): 48,754,657. 
⋅ Annual population growth rate (2011): 0.23%. 
⋅ Ethnic groups: Korean; Chinese minority (about 20,000). 
⋅ Religions: Christianity, Buddhism, Shamanism, Confucianism, Chondogyo. 
⋅ Language: Korean; English widely taught in junior high and high school. 
⋅ Education: Years compulsory--9. Enrollment--11.5 million. Attendance--middle school 

99%, high school 95%. Literacy -- 98%. 
⋅ Health (2010): Infant mortality rate -- 4.24/1,000.  
⋅ Life expectancy:  78.81 yrs. (men -- 75.56 yrs; women -- 82.28 yrs). 
⋅ Total labor force (2010): 24.62 million.  
⋅ Labor force by occupation (2010): Services -- 68.4%; industry -- 24.3%; agriculture --7.3%. 
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Government 
 
⋅ Type: Republic with powers shared between the president, the legislature, and the courts. 
⋅ Liberation: August 15, 1945. 
⋅ Constitution: July 17, 1948; last revised 1987. 
⋅ Branches: Executive -- President (chief of state); Prime Minister (head of government). 

Legislative -- unicameral National Assembly. Judicial -- Supreme Court and appellate 
courts; Constitutional Court. 

⋅ Subdivisions: Nine provinces, seven administratively separate cities (Seoul, Busan, 
Incheon, Daegu, Gwangju, Daejeon, Ulsan). 

⋅ Political parties: Saenuri Party (SNP); Democratic United Party (DUP), formerly known as 
Democratic Party (DP); Liberty Forward Party (LFP); New Progressive Party (NPP); 
Future Hope Alliance (FHA); Democratic Labor Party (DLP); Creative Korea Party (CKP)  

⋅ Suffrage: Universal at 19. 
⋅ Government budget (2010): Expenditures -- $267.3 billion.  
⋅ Defense (2008): 2.5% of GDP. 

 
 
Economy 
 
⋅ GDP (purchasing power parity in 2010): $1.459 trillion.  
⋅ Real GDP growth rate: 2007, 5.1%; 2008, 2.3%; 2009, 0.2%; 2010, 6.1%. 
⋅ GDP per capita (2009, current U.S. $): $17,074. 
⋅ Unemployment rate (2010): 3.3%. 
⋅ Inflation rate (consumer prices): 2008, 4.7%; 2009, 2.8%. 
⋅ Natural resources: Coal, tungsten, graphite, molybdenum, lead, hydropower potential. 
⋅ Agriculture: Products--rice, root crops, barley, vegetables, fruit, cattle, pigs, chickens, milk, 

eggs, fish.  Arable land -- 16.58% of land area. 
⋅ Industry: Electronics, telecommunications, automobile production, chemicals, shipbuilding, 

steel. 
⋅ Trade (2009): Exports--$363.5 billion: semiconductors, wireless telecommunications 

equipment, motor vehicles, computers, steel, ships, petrochemicals. Imports-- $323.1 
billion: crude oil, food, electronics and electronic equipment, machinery, transportation 
equipment, steel, organic chemicals, plastics, base metals and articles. Major export 
markets (2009)--China (23.2%), U.S. (10.1%), Japan (5.8%), Hong Kong (5.3%). Major 
importers to South Korea (2009)--China (16.8%), Japan (15.3%), U.S. (9.0%), Saudi 
Arabia (6.1%), Australia (4.6%). 
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PEOPLE 
 
Population 
Korea's population is one of the most ethnically and linguistically homogenous in the world. 
Except for a small Chinese community, virtually all Koreans share a common cultural and 
linguistic heritage. South Korea has one of the world's highest population densities (48.7 
million people). Major population centers are located in the northwest, southeast, and in the 
plains south of the Seoul-Incheon area. Korea has experienced one of the largest rates of 
emigration, with ethnic Koreans residing primarily in China (2.4 million), the United States 
(2.1 million), Japan (600,000), and the countries of the former Soviet Union (532,000). 
 
Language 
The Korean language is related to Japanese and Mongolian. Although it differs 
grammatically from Chinese and does not use tones, a large number of Chinese cognates 
exist in Korean. Chinese ideograms are believed to have been brought into Korea sometime 
before the second century BC. The learned class spoke Korean, but read and wrote Chinese. 
A phonetic writing system ("hangeul") was invented in the 15th century by King Sejong to 
provide a writing system for commoners who could not read classical Chinese. Modern 
Korean uses hangeul almost exclusively with Chinese characters in limited use for word 
clarification. Approximately 1,300 Chinese characters are used in modern Korean. English is 
taught as a second language in most primary and secondary schools. Chinese and Japanese 
are widely taught at secondary schools.  
 
Religion 
Freedom of religion is protected under South Korea’s constitution. Roughly half of the South 
Korean population actively practice some form of religion. Most religious believers in South 
Korea follow Christianity (29.2% of the population) and Buddhism (22.8%). Although only 
0.2% of South Koreans identify themselves as Confucianists, Korean society remains highly 
imbued with Confucian values and beliefs. A small minority of South Koreans practice Islam, 
Shamanism (traditional spirit worship), and Chondogyo ("Heavenly Way"); 46.5% of South 
Koreans practice no religion. 
 
 
HISTORY 
 
The myth of Korea's foundation by the god-king Tangun in BC 2333 embodies the 
homogeneity and self-sufficiency valued by the Korean people. Korea experienced many 
invasions by its larger neighbors in its thousands of years of recorded history. The country 
repelled numerous foreign invasions despite domestic strife, in part due to its protected status 
in the Sino-centric regional political model during Korea's Chosun dynasty (1392-1910). 
Historical antipathies to foreign influence earned Korea the title of "Hermit Kingdom" in the 
19th century.  
 
With declining Chinese power and a weakened domestic posture at the end of the 19th 
century, Korea was open to Western and Japanese encroachment. In 1910, Japan began a 35-
year period of colonial rule over Korea. As a result of Japan's efforts to supplant the Korean 
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language and aspects of Korean culture, memories of Japanese annexation still recall fierce 
animosity and resentment, especially among older Koreans.  Nevertheless, import restrictions 
on Japanese movies, popular music, fashion, and the like have been lifted, and many Koreans, 
especially the younger generations, eagerly follow Japanese pop culture. Aspects of Korean 
culture, including television shows and movies, have also become popular in Japan. 
 
Japan's surrender to the Allied Powers in 1945, signaling the end of World War II, only 
further embroiled Korea in foreign rivalries. Division at the 38th parallel marked the 
beginning of Soviet and U.S. trusteeship over the North and South, respectively. On August 
15, 1948 the Republic of Korea (R.O.K.) was established, with Syngman Rhee as the first 
President. On September 9, 1948, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (D.P.R.K.) was 
established under Kim Il Sung.  
 
On June 25, 1950, North Korean forces invaded South Korea.  Led by the U.S., a 16-member 
coalition undertook the first collective action under United Nations Command (UNC) to 
repel that invasion. Following China's entry on behalf of North Korea later that year, a 
stalemate ensued for the final two years of the conflict. Armistice negotiations, initiated in 
July 1951, were ultimately concluded on July 27, 1953, at Panmunjom, in what is now the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).  The Armistice Agreement was signed by representatives of the 
Korean People's Army, Chinese People's Volunteers, and U.S.-led United Nations Command 
(UNC). Though the R.O.K. supported the UNC, it refused to sign the Armistice Agreement.  
A peace treaty has never been signed.  The war left almost 3 million Koreans dead or 
wounded with millions more homeless and separated from their families.  
 
In the following decades, South Korea experienced political turmoil under autocratic 
leadership. President Syngman Rhee was forced to resign in April 1960 following a student-
led uprising. The Second Republic under the leadership of Chang Myon ended after only one 
year, when Major General Park Chung-hee led a military coup.  Park's rule, which resulted in 
tremendous economic growth and development but increasingly restricted political freedoms, 
ended with his assassination in 1979.  A powerful group of military officers, led by 
Lieutenant General Chun Doo Hwan, declared martial law and took power.  
 
Throughout the Park and Chun eras, South Korea developed a vocal civil society that led to 
strong protests against authoritarian rule.  Composed primarily of students and labor union 
activists, protest movements reached a climax after Chun's 1979 coup and declaration of 
martial law.  A confrontation in Gwangju in 1980 left at least 200 civilians dead.  Thereafter, 
pro-democracy activities intensified even more, ultimately forcing political concessions by 
the government in 1987, including the restoration of direct presidential elections.  
 
In 1987, Roh Tae-woo, a former general, was elected president, but additional democratic 
advances during his tenure resulted in the 1992 election of a long-time pro-democracy 
activist, Kim Young-sam. Kim became Korea's first civilian elected president in 32 years.  
The 1997 presidential election and peaceful transition of power marked another step forward 
in Korea's democratization when Kim Dae-jung, a life-long democracy and human rights 
activist, was elected from a major opposition party.  The transition to an open, democratic 
system was further consolidated in 2002, when self-educated human rights lawyer, Roh Moo-
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hyun, won the presidential election on a "participatory government" platform. Most recently, 
South Koreans voted for a new president in December 2007.  Former business executive and 
Mayor of Seoul Lee Myung-bak's 5-year term began on February 25, 2008. 
 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS 
 
The Republic of Korea (commonly known as "South Korea") is a republic with powers 
nominally shared among the presidency, the legislature, and the judiciary, but traditionally 
dominated by the president.  The president is chief of state and is elected for a single term of 
5 years.  The 299 members of the unicameral National Assembly are elected to 4-year terms. 
Suffrage is universal at age 19 (lowered from 20 in 2005).  
 
Principal Government Officials  
(Last updated February 23, 2012) 
 
⋅ President: Lee Myung-bak 
⋅ Prime Minister: Kim Hwang-sik 
⋅ Minister of Strategy & Finance: Bahk Jae-Wan 
⋅ Minister of Education, Science & Tech.: Lee Ju-hoo 
⋅ Minister of Foreign Affairs & Trade: Kim Sung-hwan 
⋅ Minister of Unification: Hyun In-taek  
⋅ Minister of Justice: Lee Kwi-nam 
⋅ Minister of National Defense: Kim Kwan-jin 
⋅ Minister of Public Admin. & Security: Maeng Hyung-kyu 
⋅ Minister of Culture, Sports & Tourism: Choung Byoung-gug 
⋅ Minister of Food, Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries: Suh Kyu-Yong 
⋅ Minister of Knowledge Economy: Choi Joong-kyung 
⋅ Minister of Health & Welfare: Chin Soo-hee 
⋅ Minister of Environment: Yoo Young-sook 
⋅ Minister of Employment and Labor: Lee Chae-pil 
⋅ Minister of Gender Equality & Family: Paik Hee-young 
⋅ Minister of Land, Transport & Maritime Affairs: Kwan Do-youp 
⋅ Director of the Nat’l Intelligence Service: Won Sei-hoon 
⋅ Senior Secretary to the President for Foreign Affairs & National Security: Chun Yung-woo 
⋅ Ambassador to the U.S.: Choi Young-jin 
⋅ Ambassador to the UN: Park In-kook 
 
Korea maintains an embassy in the United States at 2450 Massachusetts Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20008 (tel. 202-939-5600). Consulates General are located in Atlanta, 
Boston, Chicago, Honolulu, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, Seattle, and 
Hagatna (Agana) in Guam.  
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ECONOMY 
 
Over the past several decades, the Republic of Korea has achieved a remarkably high level of 
economic growth, which has allowed the country to rise from the rubble of the Korean War 
into the ranks of the Organization for Cooperation and Development (OECD). Today, South 
Korea is the United States' 7th-largest trading partner and 15th-largest economy in the world. 
 
In the early 1960s, the government of Park Chung Hee instituted sweeping economic policy 
changes emphasizing exports and labor-intensive light industries, leading to rapid debt-
financed industrial expansion. The government carried out a currency reform, strengthened 
financial institutions, and introduced flexible economic planning. In the 1970s Korea began 
directing fiscal and financial policies toward promoting heavy and chemical industries, 
consumer electronics, and automobiles. Manufacturing continued to grow rapidly in the 
1980s and early 1990s. 
 
In recent years, Korea's economy has moved away from the centrally planned, government-
directed investment model toward a more market-oriented one.  South Korea bounced back 
from the 1997-98 Asian financial crisis with assistance from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), but its recovery was based largely on extensive financial reforms that restored 
stability to markets. These economic reforms, pushed by President Kim Dae-jung, helped 
Korea return to growth, with growth rates of 10% in 1999 and 9% in 2000.  
 
The slowing global economy and falling exports slowed growth to 3.3% in 2001, prompting 
consumer stimulus measures that led to 7.0% growth in 2002. Consumer overspending and 
rising household debt, along with external factors, slowed growth to near 3% again in 2003. 
Economic performance in 2004 improved to 4.6% due to an increase in exports, and 
remained at or above 4% in 2005, 2006, and 2007. With the onset of the global financial and 
economic crisis in the third quarter of 2008, annual GDP growth slowed to 2.3% in 2008 and 
just 0.2% in 2009. 
 
Economists are concerned that South Korea's economic growth potential has fallen because 
of a rapidly aging population and structural problems that are becoming increasingly 
apparent. Foremost among these structural concerns are the rigidity of South Korea's labor 
regulations, the need for more constructive relations between management and workers, the 
country's underdeveloped financial markets, and a general lack of regulatory transparency. 
Korean policy makers are increasingly worried about diversion of corporate investment to 
China and other lower-wage countries, and by Korea's falling foreign direct investment (FDI).  
 
President Lee Myung-bak was elected in December 2007 on a platform that promised to 
boost Korea's economic growth rate through deregulation, tax reform, increased FDI, labor 
reform, and free trade agreements (FTAs) with major markets. President Lee’s economic 
agenda necessarily shifted in the final months of 2008 to dealing with the global economic 
crisis. In 2009, the economy responded well to a robust fiscal stimulus package and low 
interest rates. 
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North-South Economic Ties 
Two-way trade between North and South Korea, which was first legalized in 1988, rose to 
almost $1.82 billion in 2008 before declining sharply thereafter. Until recently, South Korea 
was North Korea's second-largest trading partner after China.  
 
Much of this trade was related to out-processing or assembly work undertaken by South 
Korean firms in the Kaesong Industrial Complex (KIC). Much of the work done in North 
Korea has been funded by South Korea, but this assistance was halted in 2008 except for 
energy aid (heavy fuel oil) authorized under the Six-Party Talks.  
 
Many of these economic ties have become important symbols of hope for the eventual 
reunification of the peninsula. For example, after the June 2000 North-South summit, the two 
Koreas have reconnected their east and west coast railroads and roads where they cross the 
DMZ and have improved these transportation routes.  
 
South Korean tour groups have used the east coast road to travel from South Korea to Mt. 
Geumgang in North Korea since 2003, although the R.O.K. suspended tours to Mt. 
Geumgang in July 2008 following the shooting death of a South Korean tourist by a D.P.R.K. 
soldier. Unfortunately, these North-South economic ties have been seriously damaged by 
escalating tensions following North Korea’s torpedoing of the South Korean warship 
Cheonan in March 2010.  In September 2010, South Korea suspended all inter-Korean trade 
with the exception of the Kaesong Industrial Complex. As of mid-November 2010, economic 
ties had not seen signs of revival. 
 
 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 
 
South Korea joined the United Nations in August 1991 along with North Korea and is active 
in most UN specialized agencies and many international forums. The Republic of Korea has 
hosted major international events such as the 1988 Summer Olympics, the 2002 World Cup 
Soccer Tournament (co-hosted with Japan), and the 2002 Second Ministerial Conference of 
the Community of Democracies. In 2010, South Korea hosted the R.O.K.-Japan-China 
Trilateral Summit as well as the G-20 Seoul Summit.  It will host the 2018 Winter Olympics. 
 
Economic considerations have a high priority in Korean foreign policy. The R.O.K. seeks to 
build on its economic accomplishments to increase its regional and global role. It is a 
founding member of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum, which it chaired 
in 2005. 
 
The Republic of Korea maintains diplomatic relations with more than 170 countries and a 
broad network of trading relationships. The U.S. and Korea are allied by the 1953 Mutual 
Defense Treaty. Korea and Japan coordinate closely on numerous issues. This includes 
consultations with the United States on North Korea policy. 
 
Korean Peninsula: Reunification Efforts 
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For almost 20 years after the 1950-53 Korean War, relations between North and South Korea 
were minimal and very strained.  Official contact did not occur until 1971, beginning with 
Red Cross contacts and family reunification projects.  In the early 1990s, relations between 
the two countries improved with the 1991 “Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and 
Exchanges and Cooperation between the South and the North,” since known as the “Basic 
Agreement,” which acknowledged that reunification was the goal of both governments, and 
the 1992 “Joint Declaration of the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.” However, 
divergent positions on the process of reunification and North Korean weapons programs, 
compounded by South Korea's tumultuous domestic politics and the 1994 death of North 
Korean leader Kim Il-sung, contributed to a cycle of warming and cooling of relations. 
 
Relations improved following the 1997 election of Kim Dae-jung. His "Sunshine Policy" of 
engagement with the D.P.R.K. set the stage for the historic June 2000 inter-Korean summit 
between President Kim and North Korean leader Kim Jong-il. President Kim was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2000 for the policy, but the prize was somewhat tarnished by 
revelations of a $500 million "payoff" to North Korea that immediately preceded the summit.  
Before ending his term in office, former President Roh Moo-hyun engineered a similar 
summit in North Korea in October 2007, but results from that summit did not materialize. 
Engagement declined following the inauguration of President Lee Myung-bak in February 
2008. 
 
Korean Peninsula: Nuclear Tensions and Recent Developments 
Relations worsened following North Korea’s acknowledgement in October 2002 of a covert 
program to enrich uranium for nuclear weapons. Following this acknowledgement, the 
United States, along with the People's Republic of China, proposed multilateral talks among 
the concerned parties to deal with this issue. At the urging of China and its neighbors, the 
D.P.R.K. agreed to meet with China and the United States in April 2003. In August of that 
year, the D.P.R.K. agreed to attend Six-Party Talks aimed at ending the North's pursuit of 
nuclear weapons that added the Republic of Korea, Japan, and Russia to the table. Two more 
rounds of Six-Party Talks between the United States, the Republic of Korea, Japan, China, 
and the D.P.R.K. were held in February and June of 2004. At the third round, the United 
States put forward a comprehensive proposal aimed at completely, verifiably, and 
irreversibly eliminating North Korea's nuclear weapons programs. A fourth round of talks 
was held in two sessions between July and September 2005.  
 
A breakthrough for the Six-Party Talks came with the Joint Statement of Principles on 
September 19, 2005, in which, among other things, the D.P.R.K. committed to "abandoning 
all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programs and returning, at an early date, to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and to IAEA safeguards." The Joint 
Statement also committed the United States and other parties to certain actions as the 
D.P.R.K. denuclearized.  In addition, the United States offered security assurances to North 
Korea, specifying that it had no nuclear weapons on R.O.K. territory and no intention to 
attack or invade the D.P.R.K. with nuclear or other weapons.  Finally, the United States and 
the D.P.R.K., as well as the D.P.R.K. and Japan, agreed to undertake steps to normalize 
relations, subject to their respective bilateral policies.  
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However, following D.P.R.K. protests against U.S. Government money-laundering sanctions 
on D.P.R.K. funds held at Macao’s Banco Delta Asia, the D.P.R.K. boycotted the Six-Party 
Talks during late 2005 and most of 2006.  On October 9, 2006, North Korea announced a 
successful nuclear test, verified by the United States on October 11.  In response, the United 
Nations Security Council, citing Chapter VII of the UN Charter, unanimously adopted 
Resolution 1718, condemning North Korea's action and imposing sanctions on certain luxury 
goods and trade of military items, weapons of mass destruction (WMD)-related parts, and 
technology transfers.  
 
The Six-Party Talks resumed in December 2006.  Following a bilateral meeting between the 
United States and D.P.R.K. in Berlin in January 2007, yet another round of Six-Party Talks 
was held in February 2007.  On February 13, 2007, the parties reached an agreement on 
"Initial Actions for the Implementation of the Joint Statement" in which North Korea agreed 
to shut down and seal its Yongbyon nuclear facility, including the reprocessing facility, and 
to invite back International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) personnel to conduct all 
necessary monitoring and verification of these actions.  The other five parties agreed to 
provide emergency energy assistance to North Korea in the amount of 50,000 tons of heavy 
fuel oil (HFO) in the initial phase (within 60 days) and the equivalent of up to 950,000 tons 
of HFO in the next phase of North Korea's denuclearization.  The six parties also established 
five working groups to form specific plans for implementing the Joint Statement in the 
following areas: denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, normalization of D.P.R.K.-U.S. 
relations, normalization of D.P.R.K.-Japan relations, economic and energy cooperation, and a 
Northeast Asia peace and security mechanism.  All parties agreed that the working groups 
would meet within 30 days of the agreement, which they did.  The agreement also envisioned 
the directly related parties negotiating a permanent peace regime on the Korean Peninsula at 
an appropriate separate forum. As part of the initial actions, North Korea invited then-IAEA 
Director General Mohamed ElBaradei to Pyongyang in early March for preliminary 
discussions on the return of the IAEA to the D.P.R.K. A sixth round of Six-Party Talks took 
place on March 19-23, 2007, in which the parties reported on the first meetings of the five 
working groups.  
 
At the invitation of the D.P.R.K., Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill visited 
Pyongyang in June 2007 as part of ongoing consultations with the six parties on 
implementation of the Initial Actions agreement.  After the Banco Delta Asia funds were 
released in July 2007, the D.P.R.K. shut down the Yongbyon nuclear facility as well as an 
uncompleted reactor at Taechon, and IAEA personnel returned to the D.P.R.K. to monitor 
and verify the shut-down and to seal the facility. Concurrently, the R.O.K., China, U.S., and 
Russia initiated deliveries of HFO and other energy-related assistance per the agreement. 
These four parties continued to provide shipments of HFO and other energy assistance as the 
D.P.R.K. implemented disablement steps during 2007 and 2008. All five working groups met 
in August and September 2007 to discuss detailed plans for implementation of the next phase 
of the Initial Actions agreement, and the D.P.R.K. invited a team of experts from the U.S., 
China, and Russia to visit the Yongbyon nuclear facility in September 2007 to discuss 
specific steps that could be taken to disable the facility. The September 27-30 Six-Party 
plenary meeting resulted in the October 3, 2007, agreement on "Second-Phase Actions for 
the Implementation of the Joint Statement." 
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Under the terms of the October 3 agreement, the D.P.R.K. agreed to disable all existing 
nuclear facilities subject to abandonment under the September 2005 Joint Statement and the 
February 2007 agreement. The parties agreed to complete by December 31, 2007, a set of 
disablement actions for the three core facilities at Yongbyon: the 5-MW(e) Experimental 
Reactor, the Radiochemical Laboratory (Reprocessing Plant), and the Fresh Fuel Fabrication 
Plant. The D.P.R.K. also agreed to provide a complete and correct declaration of all its 
nuclear programs in accordance with the February 2007 agreement by December 31, 2007, 
and reaffirmed its commitment not to transfer nuclear materials, technology, or know-how. 
 
In November 2007, the D.P.R.K. began to disable the three core facilities at Yongbyon and 
completed many of the agreed disablement actions by the end of the year. Assistant Secretary 
of State Christopher Hill visited Pyongyang again in December 2007 as part of ongoing 
consultations on the implementation of Second-Phase actions and carried with him a letter 
from President George W. Bush to Kim Jong-il. While the D.P.R.K. missed the December 31 
deadline to provide a complete and correct declaration, it belatedly delivered its declaration 
to the Chinese on June 26, 2008. The D.P.R.K. also imploded the cooling tower at the 
Yongbyon facility in late June 2008 in the presence of international media and U.S. 
Government officials. Following the D.P.R.K.'s progress on disablement and provision of a 
declaration, President Bush announced the lifting of the application of the Trading with the 
Enemy Act (TWEA) with respect to the D.P.R.K. and notified Congress of his 
administration's intent to rescind North Korea's designation as a state sponsor of terrorism, a 
step which the Secretary of State followed through on in October 2008. However, efforts to 
move forward on verification steps soon met with D.P.R.K. resistance. 
 
In April 2009, the D.P.R.K. launched a missile over the Sea of Japan, in violation of the UN 
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1718. The UNSC issued a statement condemning the 
launch and demanding that the D.P.R.K. refrain from further launches. The D.P.R.K. 
responded by withdrawing its active participation from the Six-Party Talks and demanding 
the expulsion of IAEA inspectors and U.S. technical experts who had been monitoring the 
Yongbyon nuclear site. From May to November 2009, the D.P.R.K. announced a number of 
nuclear tests and short-range ballistic missile launches, announcing in September 2009 that 
“experimental uranium enrichment has been successfully conducted to enter into completion 
phase.”  
 
In June 2009, the UNSC adopted Resolution 1874, which expanded UNSCR 1718 to include 
a ban on arms transfers to and from the D.P.R.K., to call on states to inspect vessels in their 
territory when there are “reasonable grounds” that banned cargo is on a ship. The United 
States appointed Ambassador Philip Goldberg as the U.S. Coordinator for Implementation of 
UNSCR 1874. In June, July, and August 2009, Ambassador Goldberg led delegations to 
China, the R.O.K., Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Russia, the U.A.E., and Egypt to 
encourage these states to implement sanctions in a way that would shed light on North 
Korean proliferation-related activities. 
 
In December 2009, Special Representative for North Korea Policy Stephen Bosworth led an 
interagency delegation to Pyongyang for extensive talks that focused on the way to achieve 
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verifiable denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. The United States and North Korea 
agreed on the importance of the Six-Party Talks and the need to implement the 2005 Joint 
Statement, but did not agree on when and how the D.P.R.K. would return to denuclearization 
talks. As of November 2010, the Six-Party Talks had not resumed.  
 
Prospects for talks dimmed following the D.P.R.K.’s sinking of the R.O.K. warship Cheonan 
on March 26, 2010, which killed 46 R.O.K. sailors. In spite of overwhelming scientific 
evidence that the warship was sunk by a North Korean torpedo fired from a North Korean 
submarine, the D.P.R.K. has continued to deny responsibility for the attack. On November 23, 
North Korea hit Yeonpyeong Island with artillery, killing two civilians and wounding 13. 
This incident has increased complications and tensions between the North and South. 
 
Peaceful resolution of the issues on the Korean Peninsula will only be possible if North 
Korea fundamentally changes its behavior. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has called on 
North Korea to take concrete, irreversible denuclearization steps toward fulfillment of the 
2005 Joint Statement, comply with international law including UNSCRs 1718 and 1874, 
cease provocative behaviors, and take steps to improve relations with its neighbors. 
 
 
U.S.-KOREAN RELATIONS 
 
The United States believes that the question of peace and security on the Korean Peninsula is, 
first and foremost, a matter for the Korean people to decide.  
 
Under the 1953 U.S.-R.O.K. Mutual Defense Treaty, the United States agreed to help the 
Republic of Korea defend itself against external aggression. In support of this commitment, 
the United States has maintained military personnel in Korea, including the Army's Second 
Infantry Division and several Air Force tactical squadrons. To coordinate operations between 
these units and the over 680,000-strong Korean armed forces, a Combined Forces Command 
(CFC) was established in 1978. The head of the CFC also serves as Commander of the 
United Nations Command (UNC) and U.S. Forces Korea (USFK). The current CFC 
Commander is General James D. Thurman. 
 
Several aspects of the U.S.-R.O.K. security relationship are changing as the U.S. moves from 
a leading to a supporting role.  In 2004 an agreement was reached on the return of the 
Yongsan base in Seoul -- as well as a number of other U.S. bases -- to the R.O.K. and the 
eventual relocation of all U.S. forces to south of the Han River.  Those movements are 
expected to be completed by 2016.  In addition, the U.S. and the Republic of Korea agreed to 
reduce the number of U.S. troops in Korea to 25,000 by 2008, but a subsequent agreement by 
the U.S. and R.O.K. presidents in 2008 has now capped that number at 28,500, with no 
further troop reductions planned.  The U.S. and R.O.K. have also agreed to transfer wartime 
operational control to the R.O.K. military on December 1, 2015. 
As Korea's economy has developed, trade and investment ties have become an increasingly 
important aspect of the U.S.-R.O.K. relationship. Korea is the United States' seventh-largest 
trading partner (ranking ahead of larger economies such as France, Italy, and India), and 
there are significant flows of manufactured goods, agricultural products, services and 
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technology. Major American firms have long been major investors in Korea, while Korea's 
leading firms have begun to make significant investments in the U.S. The implementation of 
structural reforms contained in the IMF's 1998 program for Korea improved access to the 
Korean market and improved trade relations between the United States and Korea. Building 
on that improvement, the United States and Korea launched negotiations on the Korea-U.S. 
Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA) on February 2, 2006.  
 
On June 30, 2007, the United States and Korea signed a comprehensive FTA that would 
eliminate virtually all barriers to trade and investment between the two countries. Tariffs on 
95% of trade between the two countries were to be eliminated within 3 years of 
implementation, with virtually all the remaining tariffs to be removed within 10 years of 
implementation; the FTA's chapters addressed non-tariff measures in investment, intellectual 
property, services, competition policy, and other areas. In December 2010, President Barack 
Obama announced the successful resolution of outstanding issues in the agreement, which 
would eliminate tariffs on over 95% of industrial and consumer goods within 5 years.  
Congress approved the agreement on October 12, 2011, and the R.O.K. National Assembly 
ratified the pact on November 22, 2011.  
 
The KORUS FTA is the largest free trade agreement Korea has ever signed, the largest free 
trade agreement for the United States since the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) in 1992, and the United States’ first FTA with a major Asian economy.  
Economists have projected that the FTA will generate billions of dollars in increased trade 
and investment between the United States and the Republic of Korea, and boost economic 
growth and job creation in both countries. 
 
Principal U.S. Embassy Officials 
 
⋅ Ambassador: Sung Y. Kim 
⋅ Deputy Chief of Mission: Mark Tokola 
⋅ Counselor for Political Affairs: James Wayman 
⋅ Counselor for Economic Affairs: Michael Kleine 
⋅ Counselor for Management Affairs: Bart Flaherty 
⋅ Counselor for Public Affairs: Brent Byers 
⋅ Consul General: Paul Boyd 
⋅ Counselor for Commercial Affairs: James Sullivan 
⋅ Counselor for Agricultural Affairs: M. Kathryn Ting 
⋅ Chief, Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group, Korea (JUSMAG-K) : Col. Ha Dong Chin 
⋅ Defense Attaché: David Lovejoy 
⋅ DEA, Special Agent in Charge: Edward Fiocchi 
⋅ Open Source Center, Seoul Bureau Chief: Kristen Patel 
⋅ DHS-Citizenship and Immigration Services: Walter Haith 
⋅ DHS-Homeland Security Investigations Attaché: KyungYul “Steven” Kim 
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The U.S. Embassy in South Korea is located at 32 Sejong-no, Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-710. 
The contact information for the U.S. Embassy is: American Embassy-Seoul, Unit 15550, 
APO AP 96205-5550 (tel.: 82-2-397-4114; fax: 82-2-738-8845).  
 
The U.S. Agricultural Trade Office (ATO) is located at 146-1, Susong-dong, Jongno-gu, 
Leema Bldg., Rm. 303, Seoul 110-140 (fax: 82-2-720-7921). The U.S. Export Development 
Office/U.S. Trade Center can be reached c/o U.S. Embassy (fax: 82-2-739-1628). 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES ON KOREA 
 
The following general country guides are available from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402:  
 
⋅ Library of Congress. North Korea: A Country Study. 1994. 
⋅ Library of Congress. South Korea: A Country Study. 1992. 
⋅ Department of State. The Record on Korean Unification 1943-1960. 1961.  
⋅ Department of the Army. Communist North Korea: A Bibliographic Survey. 1971.  
 
Internet Resources on North and South Korea 
The following sites are provided to give an indication of Internet sites on Korea. The 
Department of State does not endorse unofficial publications, including Internet sites.  
 
⋅ R.O.K. Embassy--http://www.koreaembassyusa.org/  
⋅ Korea Society--http://www.koreasociety.org/; links to academic and other sites.  
⋅ Nautilus Institute--http://www.nautilus.org/; produced by the Nautilus Institute in Berkeley, 

California, and includes press roundup Monday through Friday.  
⋅ Korea JoongAng Daily--http://joongangdaily.joins.com/; South Korean English-language 

newspaper. 
⋅ Korea Herald--http://www.koreaherald.com/; South Korean English-language newspaper. 
⋅ Korea Times--http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/; South Korean English-language newspaper. 
⋅ (North) Korean Central News Agency--http://www.kcna.co.jp/index-e.htm 
 
Further Electronic Information 
Department of State Web Site. Available on the Internet at http://www.state.gov, the 
Department of State web site provides timely, global access to official U.S. foreign policy 
information, including Background Notes and daily press briefings along with the directory 
of key officers of Foreign Service posts and more. The Overseas Security Advisory Council 
(OSAC) provides security information and regional news that impact U.S. companies 
working abroad through its website http://www.osac.gov. 
 
Export.gov provides a portal to all export-related assistance and market information offered 
by the federal government and provides trade leads, free export counseling, help with the 
export process, and more. 
 
STAT-USA/Internet, a service of the U.S. Department of Commerce, provides authoritative 
economic, business, and international trade information from the Federal government. The 
site includes access to the National Trade Data Bank. 
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About Seoul  
 
Quick Facts about Seoul  
(Source: http://english.seoul.go.kr) 
          

  
 
[Location] 
At 126 59' E longitude and 37 34' N latitude   
  
[Climate]  
Seoul is located in the Temperate Zone featuring four distinctive seasons of spring, summer, 
autumn and winter. Its yearly average temperature is 11.1 degrees centigrade (52 degrees 
Fahrenheit), with an average August temperate of 25.4 degrees centigrade (78 degrees 
Fahrenheit), and an average January temperature of -3.4 degrees centigrade (26 degrees 
Fahrenheit). Influenced by the North Pacific high-pressure system, Seoul has hot and humid 
summers with average temperatures above 20 degrees Celsius from June through September. 
 
In the middle of summer, the city often records daily highs of over 30 degrees Celsius (86 
degrees Fahrenheit). In winter, Seoul is geographically influenced by the expansion of the 
Siberian high pressure and prevailing west wind with temperatures dropping lower than other 
regions on the same latitude. The rise and fall of the high-pressure system causes a typical 
cycle of three successive cold days followed by four warmer days, relieving people from 
freezing temperatures.  
 
The average annual precipitation is 1,370 mm (54 inches). The city gets 72 percent of this 
precipitation in four months -- June, July, August and September. In particular, 20 percent 
falls in July when Korea experiences its rainy season. Seoul has experienced its fair share of 
pollution as it has developed, although policies enacted to counter pollution have resulted in 
the city becoming considerably greener and cleaner. 
  
[Area]  
The total area of Seoul is 605.41 km2, or 0.6 percent of the entire country. The Han River 
bisects the city into two parts: north of the river (Gangbuk) and south of the river (Gangnam). 
The Gangbuk area totals 297.97 km2 (49.2 %) while Gangnam is 307.55 square km2 (50.8 %).  
 

http://english.seoul.go.kr/gover/symbol/sym_01hi_01.htm
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Among the 25 autonomous "gu," or wards, of Seoul, the largest is Seocho-gu (47.13 km²) 
and the smallest is Jung-gu with an area only one-fifth (9.97 km²) that of Seocho-gu. 
The expansion of the city has been curbed since the last administrative reorganization in 
1973. The lifestyle of Seoul citizens, however, has been influenced since the 1970's by the 
rapid growth of surrounding satellite cities.  
  
[Bordering Cities & Counties]  
Gyeonggi-do: Goyang-si, Yangju-gun (county) and Euijeongbu-si to the north; Namyangju -
si, Guri-si and Hanam-si to the east; Seongnam-si, Gwacheon-si and Anyang-si to the south; 
Gwangmyeong-si, Bucheon-si and Gimpo-si to the west.   
  
[Population]  
As of the end of 2010, Seoul had a population of some 10,437,326 people with a total of 
4,114,216 households. This represented roughly a quarter of the population of the Republic 
of Korea, despite the city accounting for less than 1 percent of the country’s area. 
 
Since Seoul became the capital of the nation in 1394, the population of Seoul has grown 110 
times. 
 
There are some 250,000 foreigners residing in Seoul, with the largest concentration of 
foreigners found in the city’s Yongsan area.  
 
[Origin of Name]  
The name of Seoul comes from the ancient word “Seorabeol” or “Seobeol,” meaning 
"capital"  
 
[Administrative Organization]  
Mayor, 3 Vice Mayors, 12 Offices, 10 Bureaus, 64 Divisions, 3 headquarters and 76 affiliate 
offices.  
  
[Legislative Organization]  
Seoul Metropolitan Council 
 
[Administrative Districts] 
25 “gu”s consisting of 522 “dong”s  
 
[Budget]  
21,257.3 billion won 
  
[Mountains]  
8 consisting of 4 inner mountains: (Mt.) Bukaksan to the north, (Mt.) Naksan to the east, (Mt.) 
Inwangsan to the west and (Mt.) Namsan to the south; 4 outer mountains: (Mt.) Bukhansan to 
the north, (Mt.) Yongmasan to the east, (Mt.) Deogyangsan to the west, and (Mt.) 
Gwanaksan to the south.   
  
[River]  
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Han River (Hangang): The Han River is approximately 497 kilometers (309 miles) long with 
its basin measuring at 26,219 square kilometers. Its watercourses cover extensive regions of 
the middle part of country, including Gangwon-do, Chungcheongbuk-do, and Gyeonggi-do 
provinces. Since the ancient Three Kingdoms Era on the Korean peninsula, the Han River 
has held geopolitical importance.  
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Biographies 
Sung Y. Kim 
U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Korea 

Sung Kim is the Ambassador of the United States to the Republic of 
Korea.  He was nominated by President Barack Obama on June 27, 
2011, and confirmed by the United States Senate on October 13, 2011.   
 
Prior to his appointment, Ambassador Kim was the Special Envoy for 
the Six-Party Talks with the rank of Ambassador.  Before that, he 

headed the Office of Korean Affairs at the Department of State from August 2006 to July 
2008.  Ambassador Kim also served in a variety of positions in the East Asia Pacific region 
including overseas assignments in Seoul, Tokyo, Kuala Lumpur and Hong Kong.  
Ambassador Kim’s Washington assignments have included stints as a desk officer in the 
State Department’s Office of Chinese Affairs and Staff Assistant in the Bureau of East Asia 
and Pacific Affairs.  Prior to joining the Foreign Service, Ambassador Kim worked as a 
public prosecutor in the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office.   
 
Ambassador Kim was born in Seoul, Korea, and grew up in Los Angeles where he attended 
middle school and high school.  He earned his undergraduate degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania and completed a degree in law from Loyola.  He also holds a Master of Laws 
degree from the London School of Economics.  He is married to Jeong Jae Eun and they have 
two daughters. 
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James D. Thurman 
Commander UNC/CFC/USFK 
 
A native of Marietta, Oklahoma, General Thurman earned his 
commission through ROTC at East Central Oklahoma University in 
1975. His first three commands were in Germany where he led a troop 
in the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, the 2nd Squadron, 2nd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment; followed by the 3rd Squadron, 4th 
Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division. He then commanded 2nd 

Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Stewart, Georgia. His next assignment was as the 
Commander, Operations Group at the National Training Center and later as the Commanding 
General. He then commanded 4th Infantry Division at Fort Hood, Texas and Baghdad, Iraq. 
He also commanded V Corps in Germany.  He most recently served as Commander, United 
States Army Forces Command.  
 
General Thurman has significant Army and Joint staff experience, including Assistant to the 
Chief of Staff for Plans and Policy(J5), Allied Forces Southern Europe, Regional Command 
South in Italy; Director of Training, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-3, Headquarters, 
Department of the Army; Chief, Operations, Coalition Forces Land Component Command, 
C3, in Kuwait; Director, Army Aviation Task Force, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-3, 
Headquarters, Department of the Army; and Deputy Chief of Staff, G3/5/7, Headquarters, 
Department of the Army. 
 
He has extensive operational combat experience. His combat assignments were as a battalion 
executive officer in the 1st Cavalry Division during Desert Shield/Storm from 1990-91; the 
Chief of the Plans and Policy Division for Allied Forces Southern Europe in Kosovo from 
1999-2000; the Chief of Operations, C3, for the Coalition Forces Land Component 
Command during the invasion of Iraq from 2002-03; and the Multi-National Division 
Commander responsible for all coalition operations in Baghdad in 2006. 
 
General Thurman holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from East Central Oklahoma 
University and a Master of Arts in Management from Webster University. He has attended 
numerous military schools and is a graduate of the Command and General Staff College and 
the Army War College. 
 
His military awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal (two oak leaf 
clusters), the Defense Superior Service Medal (one oak leaf cluster), the Legion of Merit 
(three oak leaf clusters), the Bronze Star Medal (one oak leaf cluster), the Meritorious 
Service Medal (five oak leaf clusters), the Army Commendation Medal and the Army 
Achievement medal (three oak leaf clusters). General Thurman is a Senior Aviator and has 
earned the Combat Action Badge, the Parachutist Badge, the Army Staff Identification Badge 
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge. 
 
General Thurman assumed command of United Nations Command, Republic of Korea – 
United States Combined Forces Command, and United States Forces Korea on July 14, 2011.  
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Lee, Myung-bak 
President of the Republic of Korea 
 
President Lee Myung-bak was elected president on December 19th, 2007 
and was sworn in as the 17th President of the Republic of Korea on 
February 25th, 2008. President Lee was born on December 19th (1941), 
his marriage to First Lady Kim Yoon-ok took place on December 19th 
and he was elected on December 19th, making this one his most 
memorable and auspicious day.  

 
President Lee started work early on in life to help support his poor family. He worked his 
way through elementary and middle school, eventually finishing night classes at Dongji 
Commercial High School in Pohang, a port city located on the southeastern tip of Korea. In 
recalling the past, President Lee said "The chronic poverty that haunted my family never 
disappeared until after I was in my 20s." After graduating from high school, he enrolled in 
Korea University, at one point working as a garbage collector in order to pay for his tuition.  
 
After graduating from Korea University with a degree in Business Administration, President 
Lee joined Hyundai Engineering and Construction as an entry-level employee. Hyundai 
would eventually become one of Korea's largest and most profitable companies but when 
President Lee first entered, it was just another medium-sized enterprise with limited staff and 
little overseas experience. However, his hard-working style, his determination and limitless 
creativity all led him to be promoted through the ranks and he became CEO of the company 
after only twelve years, making him one of the youngest CEO's at that time.  
 
After wrapping up a successful career in the private sector, President Lee entered politics in 
1992 and served as a proportional representative of the New Korea Party during the 14th 
National Assembly. In 1996, he was elected to the National Assembly by defeating former 
President Roh Moo-hyun in the Jongro district election in Seoul. In 2002, President Lee 
declared his intention to run for the Seoul mayoral race and was elected.  
 
As Mayor of Seoul, President Lee embarked on an ambitious plan to rejuvenate Seoul, a vast 
metropolis with a population of roughly ten million. He began implementing his ambitious 
campaign pledges one by one, first beginning with the restoration of the Cheonggyecheon 
stream in central Seoul. Another of his ambitious project was the overhaul of the public 
transportation grid. Seoul, with its notorious traffic congestion and decrepit public 
transportation system, was in need of a transformation. Despite public skepticism, his vision 
was undeterred and finally these projects, and many others, were successfully completed with 
outstanding results.  
 
After becoming the presidential nominee of the Grand National Party, President Lee won the 
presidential election on December 19th 2007.  
 
As president, he has chosen Green Growth as the new national vision for Korea. This vision 
will create jobs, protect the environment and prepare Korea for the 21st century. On the 
international stage, President Lee has stated that he will steer Korea so that it becomes more 
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engaged with the international community, partaking in the global efforts to fight terrorism 
and climate change, eradicate poverty and reduce tension in the region. His pragmatic 
approach to North Korea will also usher in a new era of peace and stability on the Peninsula. 
Through the Six Party Talks framework, the North Korean nuclear issue will be peacefully 
resolved through vigorous and principled diplomacy. On the economic front, President Lee 
has carried out various regulatory reforms and will continue to do so, thus making Korea a 
truly business-friendly country.  
 
President Lee and First Lady Kim Yoon-ok have three daughters and one son. They are 
proud grandparents with six grandchildren who can be found playing in the Presidential 
residence most days of the week. The President enjoys all kinds of outdoor activities and 
sports. In particular, he is an avid tennis player and enjoys swimming.  
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  Kim Sung-hwan 
  Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Career 

-  Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Oct. 2010 
- Senior Secretary to the President for Foreign Affairs and National Security (Jun. 2008) 
- Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Mar. 2008) 
- Ambassador, Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of Austria and Permanent 

Representative to the Inter-Organizations in Vienna (Feb. 2006) 
- Deputy Minister for Planning and Management, MOFAT (Jan. 2005)   
- Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of Uzbekistan (Aug. 2002) 
- Director-General, North American Affairs Bureau, MOFAT (Jan. 2001) 
- Senior Aide to the Minister, MOFAT (Jul. 2000) 
- Deputy Director-General, North American Affairs Bureau, MOFAT (Feb. 2000) 
- Counselor, Korean Embassy in the United States of America (Dec. 1996) 
- Director for Personnel, Office of Planning and Management, MOFA (Dec. 1995) 
- Aide to the Minister, MOFA (Feb. 1995) 
- Director for East Europe Division, European Affairs Bureau, MOFA (Apr. 1994) 
- First Secretary, Korean Embassy in the Russian Federation (Nov. 1990) 
- First Secretary, Korean Embassy in the Republic of India (Dec. 1988) 
- Assistant Secretary, Office of the President (Sep. 1987) 
- Vice Consul, Korean Consulate General in Honolulu, U.S.A. (Aug. 1980) 
- Joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) (Mar. 1977) 
- Passed High Diplomatic Service Examination (Nov. 1976) 
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Kim, Kwan-jin 
Minister of National Defense 
 
 
 

 
Education 
1972   Korea Military Academy (28th Class) 
1969 - 1971  German Army Officer Academy 
1968   Seoul High School   
 
Career 
’06 - ’08  Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
’05 - ’06  Commanding General, 3rd ROK Army (TROKA) 
’04 - ’05  Chief Director of Operations (J-3), Joint Chiefs of Staff 
’02 - ’04  Commanding General, 2nd Corps 
’00 - ’02  Deputy Chief of Staff, Planning & Management, Army HQ 
’99 - ’00  Commanding General, 35th Infantry Division 
’98 - ’99  Chief of Strategic Planning, Strategy & Planning, Army HQ 
’96 - ’98  Secretary, General Staff, Army HQ 
’94 - ’96 Assistant to the President for National Defense, Office of the Presidential 

Secretariat 
’92 - ’93  Chief of Military Strategy, J-5 Directorate, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
’90 - ’92  Commander, 26th Mech Brigade, Capital Mech Division 
’83 - ’88  Battalion Commander and Division G-3, 15th Infantry Division 
1972   Commissioned as Infantry Second Lieutenant 
 
Family 
Married with three daughters 
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Event Sites 
 
COEX 
COEX Mall is an underground shopping mall located in Gangnam-gu Seoul, South Korea.  It is Asia's 
largest underground shopping mall with an area of about 85,000 square metres.  The mall is located in 
Samseong-dong served by Samseong Station on Seoul Metro Line 2, at the intersection of Teheranno 
and Yeongdong Dae-ro.  Along with hundreds of shops, the mall houses two food courts, a 16-screen 
multi-cinema complex, an aquarium attraction, a large bookstore, and the Kimchi Field Museum.  It 
also features a game area which is used to film computer game tournaments (for which South Korea 
is known) that are broadcast on local television.  There are also stages inside and outside the mall for 
seasonal events and public appearances by celebrities.  The COEX Mall is adjacent to the COEX 
Convention & Exhibition Centre, which is also part of the South Korean World Trade Centre 
complex.  
 
 
DMZ  
(Source: Official Korean Tourism website: www.visitkorea.or.kr/) 
 
After the Korean War (June 25 1950 – July 27 1953), South Korea and North Korea 
established a border that cut the Korean peninsula roughly in half. Stretching for 2km on 
either side of this border is the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).  The DMZ stretches some 248 
kilometers across the Korean Peninsula from the mouth of the Imjin River in the west to the 
town of Goseong in the east. The demilitarized zone itself, where human activity has been 
greatly limited for the last half-century, has become one of Asia’s greatest nature preserves. 
 
Notable Areas within the DMZ: 
 
Panmunjeom 
Buffering hostilities from the north and south, the heavily guarded premises of Panmunjeom 
are located in the middle of the demilitarized zone (DMZ) and remain reserved strictly for 
political engagements. Providing the only road connecting the two countries, the historical 
signing of the Armistice Agreement took place here between Communist forces and the 
United Nations Command (UNC) in 1953 after peace talks that lasted more than two years.  
 
Imjingak 
Imjingak is a place of refuge, a haven for consoling the millions of South Koreans who were 
separated from their North Korean families and unable to return to their hometowns to 
reunite with loved ones. It is also where the famous ‘Freedom Bridge’ is located. Crossing a 
stream adjacent to the Imjin River, the bridge was once used to shuttle more than 13,000 war 
captives from the north during the war. Bordering the entrance to the bridge is a series of 
ribbons bearing the names of many who wish for the reunification of Korea. 

 
Unification Observatory 
The Unification Observatory is located in the northernmost part of Korea. Over 1 million 
people visit here every year. From the observatory platform on the 2nd floor, you can see 
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North Korea through binoculars. If the weather permits, North Koreans will be visible to the 
naked eye. A variety of weaponry and equipment used during the Korean War is displayed 
on the 1st floor while North Koreans’ household items are displayed on the 2nd floor. 
 
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 
(Source: http://www.hufs.ac.kr/user/hufsenglish/) 
 

 
 
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (HUFS), founded in 1954 with six major foreign 
language courses of English, French, Chinese, German, Spanish and Russian, has been 
consistently ranked as the top education institute in the field of foreign language in Korea, 
and as one of the world’s leading graduate schools of interpretation and translation, owing its 
strongest reputation largely to its strengths in 45 language departments, which is the third 
largest number in the world.  It opened Cyber Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in 2004 
to offer online courses in English, Japanese and Chinese as well as Business Administration, 
Journalism and Communication. 

As of April 2009, HUFS counted 23,661 undergraduate students and 3,690 graduate students, 
including 965 international students. As of March 2010, HUFS employed 617 professors, 
including 187 from overseas.  
 
HUFS is composed of two campuses, the Seoul campus located in the eastern region of the 
nation's capital city, and its suburban campus in Yongin, which is about an hour-and-a-half 
drive from the Seoul campus.  
 

Dr. Park Chul  
President 
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 
 
Dr. Park has been president of HUFS since 2010, following a previous 
term as university president several years prior. He is the chairman of 
the Korean Association of Private University Presidents, and served as 
Vice Chairman of the The Korean Council for University Education in 
2011. He holds a Bachelor’s, Master’s and Ph.D. in Spanish. 

 
 

http://www.hufs.ac.kr/user/hufsenglish/
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HUFS Seoul campus map: 

 
 
1.  Main (Administration) Building  
2.  Humanities Building  
3.  Institute of Teaching and Learning    
Development  
4.  Foreign Language Training and 
Testing Center  
5.  International Building  
6.  Graduate Schools  
7.  University Press Center  
8.  Faculty Office Building I  
9.  Faculty Office Building II  

10. University Library  
11. Cafe Atti  
12. Social Science Building  
13. Student Hall and GlobeeDorm  
14. Law School Building  
15. Open Air Theater  
16. HUFS Historical Archives  
17. Minerva Complex**  
18. Minerva Square  
19. Main Gate & Information Office   

 
**The POTUS speech will take place in the Minerva Complex (Building No. 17). 
 
Seoul Campus Address: 107 Imun-ro, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul 130-791 
Phone: +82-2-2173-2063 
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BLUE HOUSE (Cheongwadae) 
(Source: Official Blue House website, http://english.president.go.kr/) 
 
In 1067, the 21st year of the reign of King Munjong of the Goryeo kingdom (918-1392), 
Yangju, now Seoul, was elevated to the designation of namgyeong (the south capital), one of 
the three capitals of Goryeo. Gaegyeong (now Kaesong) was the main capital, Pyongyang 
was designated seogyeong (the west capital) and Gyeongju was designated donggyeong (the 
east capital) until Yangju was designated the south capital. In the following year, a new 
palace was built in namgyeong. It is highly likely that the new palace was located on the 
current site of Cheongwadae. 
 
King Sukjong (1054-1105; r. 1095-1105) of Goryeo eventually moved the main capital to 
namgyeong and chose the current site of Cheongwadae, south of Mount Bugaksan. 
 
The current site of Cheongwadae was used as a venue for a royal ritual called Hoemaeng 
during the Joseon period (1392-1910) up until Japan’s Hideyoshi invasion in 1592, when 
Gyeongbokgung, the main palace, was burned down. During the Hoemaeng ritual, merit 
subjects and/or their legitimate descendants joined with the king to pledge allegiance before 
the spirits of heaven and earth and to be granted rewards according to their merits.  
 
After King Gojong (1852-1919) was enthroned, Gyeongbokgung was restored and the area 
outside Sinmumun, the north gate of the palace, was turned into the rear garden of 
Gyeongbokgung. In 1869, the sixth year of the reign of King Gojong, there were five 
pavilions in the rear garden, including Yungmundang, Yungmudang, Bicheondang, 
Jungilgak and Ongnyeonjeong. These structures measured 488 kan (a traditional unit of 
measure indicating space between two columns) in total. In 1905, a new pavilion called 
Chimnyugak was added. In particular, the compound encompassing Yungmundang and 
Yungmudang was referred to as Gyeongmudae, which was used as a venue for civil service 
examinations.  
 
Since 1910 when Korea was forcibly annexed to Japan, many buildings built during the 
periods of the Joseon Kingdom and the Great Han Empire in the back garden of 
Gyeongbokgung have been demolished. Particularly, when the Joseon Expo was held in 1929 
in Gyeongbokgung and its rear garden to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Government-
General of Korea, most buildings were torn down except for a few such as Chimnyugak. 
Later, the Japanese imperialists constructed a residential building for the Governor-General 
of Korea on the site of the old rear garden and named it Gyeongmudae. 
 
When the Republic of Korea was founded in the wake of country’s liberation, Gyeongmudae 
began to be used as a presidential office and residence by President Syngman Rhee. The 
name of the presidential compound, however, was officially changed to Cheongwadae on 
December 30, 1960, by President Yun Po-sun, who claimed that the old name was a reminder 
of Japanese colonial rule and the dictatorial rule of President Rhee. The name of 
Cheongwadae was derived from the fact that the main building was covered with blue roof 
tiles, which is one of the iconic cultural properties in Korea. 

http://english.president.go.kr/cwd/en/tour/Tour_04.html?m_def=4&ss_def=2


31 

 
Main Office 

 
The Main Office Building was built in April 1991. It houses the offices of the President and 
the First Lady and is where they receive guests. It was built largely in the traditional Korean 
style with modern elements harmoniously added to it. 
 
Yeongbingwan 

 
Yeongbingwan (Guest House) was opened in December 1978 and is designed to hold large 
conferences and official events for visiting foreign guests of state. 
 
Secretariat 

 
The Cheong Wa Dae Secretariat is housed in three buildings: Yeomin House I, II and III. 
 
Yeomin House I was dedicated in 2004, Yeomin House II (formerly called New Building) 
was built in 1969, and Yeomin House III (formerly called East Annex) was completed in 
1972. Yeomin House I has the most important offices, including a secondary presidential 
office. To meet part of the electricity needs of the secretariat buildings in an eco-friendly way, 
Cheong Wa Dae has solar energy-generating facilities on Yeomin House III’s walls.  
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*Yeomin: The name Yeomin was adopted from the old Korean saying “Yeomin Gorak,” 
meaning “a ruler and his/her aides share the pleasure and sorrow of the people.” 
 
Sangchunjae 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sangchunjae, (Spring House), a traditional Korean building completed in April 1983, is used 
by the President for receiving foreign guests.            
 
Presidential Residence 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The construction of a new presidential residence began in 1989 and was completed on 
October 1990. Red pines from Myeongju-gun, Gangwon-do (province) were used for this 
traditional-style building with a half-hipped roof.  
 
The presidential residence consists of main living quarters, an annex for receiving guests, a 
traditional courtyard and detached outer quarters. The main gate of the residence is a 
traditional sammun (triple gate), which is commonly used in traditional Korean architecture   
 
Chunchugwan       

Chunchugwan, opened in 1990, is 
home to approximately 150 domestic 
and international correspondents 
who cover Cheong Wa Dae. The 
first and second floor of the building 
has a pressroom and briefing room, 
respectively. Presidential news 
conferences and daily briefings are 
held in the briefing room. Its 
traditional Korean gabled roof is 

covered with clay tiles to harmoniously blend in with the surrounding landscape.  
 
The name Chunchugwan originates from the Goryeo and Joseon Kingdoms. In those days, 
Chunchugwan was the Office for Annals Compilation. The name is traceable further back to 
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one of the Five Confucian Classics, titled “Chunchu” (in Korean; in Chinese, it is called 
“Chunqiu”; in English, it is “The Spring and Autumn Annals”). It emphasized fair criticism 
and strict objectivity in recording history. 
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Useful Information 
 
Restaurants in the Seoul Plaza Hotel 
The Seven Square (Mediterranean buffet, sandwiches, pasta, etc.) – 2nd floor 
Hours: Regular Dining Menu 6:30am-10:00pm 
Buffet Breakfast 6:30am-10:00am / Lunch 12pm-3:30pm / Dinner 6pm-9:30pm 
* On Saturdays, there are two dinner services: 5pm-7pm ㅣ 7:30pm-9:30pm  
Reservations: +82-2-310-7777 (Within Korea: 02-310-7777) 
 
Eric Kayser (Bakery) – Lower lobby 
Hours: 7am-10pm 
Reservations: +82-2-310-7500  
 
Tuscany (Italian) – 2nd floor 
Hours: Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm / Dinner 6pm-10pm 
Reservations: +82-2-310-7200  
 
Murasaki (Japanese) – 3rd floor 
Hours: Breakfast (weekdays only) 7am-10am / Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm / Dinner 6pm-10pm 
Reservations: +82-2-310-7100  
 
Taoyuen (Chinese) – 3rd floor 
Hours: Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm / Dinner 6pm-10pm 
Reservations: +82-2-310-7200  
 
The Lounge (Drinks and food) – Lobby and lower lobby 
Hours: Café (Lobby) 9am-11pm / Bar (Lower lobby) 5pm-1am 
Reservations: +82-2-310-7400  
 
Room service 
Hours: 24 hours 
Reservations: ext. 0  
 
 
General Guidelines for Dining Out 
1.  Food in the Korean restaurants frequented by Westerners is generally safe.  As in 
traveling anywhere in the world, however, common sense should be exercised.   Food in 
Korea can be considered safe if it is cooked thoroughly and served hot if meant to be eaten 
hot, or served cold if meant to be served cold.  Avoid food that you suspect has been sitting 
out.  Korean side dishes often consist of fresh vegetables served cold and lettuce for 
wrapping meat which are safe to eat.  Eating raw or pickled fish, especially shellfish, is not 
recommended.  Fruits purchased on the street should be peeled before eating. 
 
2.  While food and water in the major hotels are safe, the water supply in Seoul is not of 
consistent quality.  Stick to bottled beverages or hot tea or coffee on the street.  
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3.  It is possible to have a delightful and enriching experience by sampling the local cuisine.  
Prices for meals and the amount of tax vary among restaurants.  Remember that the service 
charge is usually included in the bill.  If you are concerned about the amount of your total bill, 
it is best to check with the manager or cashier before you order.  Some places will not bring a 
bill to your table.  When you are ready to leave, simply walk to the cashier and pay.   
Separate checks should be avoided.     
    
4. Traditionally, Korean food is not served in courses, but instead it is all placed on the table 
at the same time.  There is no set order in which to eat the food.  And as there are usually 
several communal dishes, the guest is not obliged to clean his plate.  The main dish is always 
accompanied by rice, soup, kimchi, and several side dishes, all included in the price.  
Koreans eat their rice and soup with a spoon and the side dishes with chopsticks.  Many 
places also have forks if you have trouble with the slippery metal chopsticks. 
 
5.   Korean foods that western visitors especially enjoy are: Bulgogi (a beef dish cooked over 
a grill at the table); Kalbi (beef or pork ribs cooked over a grill at the table); Mandukuk (beef 
dumpling soup); Mandu (fried or steamed dumplings); Kimbap (rice and vegetables rolled up 
in seaweed and sliced); Bibimbap (cooked rice mixed with meat, seasoned vegetables, and 
egg); Naengmyon (cold noodles with vegetables and meat); and Hanjongshik (full course 
Korean meal with meat or fish, kimchi, and a variety of side dishes).  Many Korean dishes 
are very spicy.  Eating plain rice will ease any discomfort. 
 
6.  Koreans enjoy drinking alcohol as a way to socialize and solidify friendships.  Favorites 
are beer (Mek-Ju), wine (poh-doh-ju), whiskey and local distilled rice beverages such as soju 
and makkoli.  Soju is very potent.  It is impolite to pour your own drinks.  Pour for your 
friends and hold the glass with both hands when someone is pouring for you. 
 
7.  Western-style restaurants are found in all of the major hotels, although hotel restaurants 
are, as a general rule, quite expensive compared to other restaurants.  Seoul is full of Western 
fast food, pizza and other familiar franchises including Outback Steakhouse and T.G.I. 
Friday's if you are craving a taste from home. 

 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is not a traditional Korean custom.  A 10% service charge is added to the bill at all 
tourist hotels on rooms, meals, and other services and is added to the bill, as well as certain 
restaurants, so tipping is not expected.  It is not necessary to tip a taxi driver unless he assists 
with luggage or provides an extra service. 
 
 
Tax 
Value Added Tax (VAT) is levied on most goods at a standard rate of 10% and is included in 
the selling price.  The VAT is also levied on services.   
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Taxis 
Taxis are plentiful and inexpensive in Seoul (see note below).  The fare is metered and based 
on the distance traveled and the time required.  Fares for regular taxis are W2,400 for the first 
2 km and W120 for each additional 168 m.  If the taxi is going less than 15 km per hour due 
to traffic congestion, an additional charge of W120 per each 41 seconds is added to the basic 
fare.  The fare increases 20% from midnight through 4:00 a.m. Receipts are given. 
 
Deluxe taxis are recommended for foreign visitors as they are more reliable and offer a 
higher standard of service.  They are black with a yellow sign on the top and the words 
'Deluxe Taxi' written on the side. Fares are W4,500 for the first 3 km and W200 for each 
additional 205 meters or 50 seconds if the speed drops below 15 km per hour.  Car phones 
are available and receipts are given.  There is no late-night surcharge.   

 
 
Cultural Considerations 
(Provided by the Korea National Tourism Organization) 
 
Korean people are generally understanding and will usually judge you by your intentions 
rather than inadvertent breaches of etiquette. Here, however, are some general guidelines that 
will stand you in good stead if observed during your stay in Korea: 
 
1.  In Korea, the traditional Confucian social structure, although changing, is still prevalent.  
Age seniority is all-important, and younger people are expected to follow the wishes of their 
elders without question.  Therefore, it is often necessary to ask someone his or her age and 
marital status to find out his or her position relative to you.  These questions are not meant 
personally, and you do not have to answer. 
 
2.  Greeting and saying thank you are important to Koreans.  Words of greeting and thanks 
are always said with a bow of the head. (See greetings below)  
 
3.  Koreans do not appreciate an overly outgoing style, and they generally limit direct 
physical contact to a courteous handshake.  However, as one gets to know Koreans better, a 
greater familiarity becomes possible.  In fact, foreigners are often quite surprised to see men, 
especially young men, walking down the street with their arms around each other's shoulders, 
or women walking hand in hand.  Touching close friends while talking to them is perfectly 
acceptable in Korea.  Public displays of affection between the sexes, such as hugging and 
kissing, tend to be regarded as unseemly. 
 
4.  There are few public restrooms in Korea.  It is perfectly acceptable to use the restrooms in 
office buildings, hotels, coffee shops and restaurants.  Many restrooms are coed in restaurants 
and bars. 
 
5.  Koreans traditionally sit, eat, and sleep on the floor, and so shoes are always removed 
when entering a Korean home and many restaurants.  Bare feet can be offensive to old people, 
so it is best to wear socks or stockings when going out. 
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6.  There is no such thing as “going Dutch” among Koreans; you should be prepared to be 
either host or guest.  Separate checks are also a notion not well understood. 
 
7.  The Korean surname precedes the given names and it is the surname that you use with a 
person's title, position, trade, profession, or scholastic rank when addressing a Korean.  
Fortunately, Koreans exchange business cards upon meeting, which will help you keep the 
various Kims, Lees, Paks, and Ohs separate in your mind. 
 
 

Useful Korean 
 
The Korean language is believed to be a member of the Ural-Altaic family, related to 
Hungarian, Finnish, Turkish, and Japanese.  Although linguistically distinct, Korean has 
absorbed an extensive vocabulary from Chinese, while its grammar parallels Japanese.  
Korea's unique phonetic alphabet (Hangul) was developed in the 15th century.  Hangul is the 
standard written language, but Chinese characters are still used to write names and to convey 
precise and concise meaning in books and periodicals. 
 
Greetings and Common Courtesy 
Hello!   Yes.    No. 
Annyeonghaseo!             Ye.   Aniyo. 
 
How do you do?    Thank you. 
Choum peopgessoyo   Kamsahamnida. 
 
Good Morning (afternoon, evening). You are welcome. 
Annyonghaseyo.    Chonmaneyo. 
 
I'm glad to meet you.              I am sorry. 
Mannaso pangawoyo.              Mianhamnida. 
 
Good-bye.      Please help me. 
Annyonghi gaseyo.   Towajuseyo. 
 
Directions 
Will you show me the way to __________? 
_________ kanun kirul karucho chuseyo. 
 
Where is ___________? 
________ odi issumnikka? 
 
Where can I get a taxi?   Please go to _________________. 
Taekssi rul odiso talsu issulkkayo? ___________ro kajuseyo. 
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How long does it take to get there? 
Kogik kaji shigani olmana kollimnikka? 
What is this place called? Please stop here. 
Yoginun odimnikka?      Sewochuseyo. 
 
How far is it to ___?   Does this bus go to ___? 
___ olmana momnikka?   Yi bosga ___ kamnikka? 
 
Places 
Airport     Police station 
Konghang     Pachulso 
 
Department store    Market 
Paekwajom    Shijang 
 
Bank     Post office 
Unhaeng     Ucheguk 
 
Shopping 
How much is it?    What's this? 
Olmayejo?     Igosun muoshimnikka? 
 
I am just looking around.              That's too expensive. 
Kugyong chom hagessoyo.   Nomu pissayo. 
 
Please give it to me. 
Chuseyo. 
 
Dining 
Please bring me the menu.  The bill, please. 
Menyu chom chuseyo.      Kesanso chuseyo. 
 
What is this called in Korean? 
Igosun hangukmallo muoshimnikka? 
 
I will have Naengmyon. 
Naengmyonul mokkessoyo. 
 
This is delicious. 
Aju mashisumnida. 
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Time Differences/Conversion Chart 
 
Seoul                Washington 
02:00 a.m. March 26   01:00 p.m. March 25 
03:00 a.m.    02:00 p.m. 
04:00 a.m.     03:00 p.m. 
05:00 a.m.     04:00 a.m.                    
06:00 p.m.     05:00 p.m. 
07:00 a.m.     06:00 p.m. 
08:00 a.m.     07:00 p.m. 
09:00 a.m.     08:00 p.m. 
10:00 a.m.     09:00 p.m. 
11:00 a.m.      10:00 p.m. 
Noon     11:00 p.m. 
01:00 p.m.     Midnight   March 26 
02:00 p.m.     01:00 a.m. 
03:00 p.m.     02:00 a.m. 
04:00 p.m.     03:00 a.m. 
05:00 p.m.     04:00 a.m. 
06:00 p.m.     05:00 a.m. 
07:00 p.m.     06:00 a.m. 
08:00 p.m.     07:00 a.m. 
09:00 p.m.     08:00 a.m. 
10:00 p.m.     09:00 a.m. 
11:00 p.m.     10:00 a.m. 
Midnight   March 27   11:00 a.m. 
01:00 a.m.     Noon.         
02:00 a.m.     01:00 p.m. 
03:00 a.m.     02:00 p.m. 
04:00 a.m.     03:00 p.m. 
05:00 a.m.     04:00 p.m.                    
06:00 a.m.     05:00 p.m. 
07:00 a.m.     06:00 p.m. 
08:00 a.m.     07:00 p.m. 
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