
 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA (SOUTH KOREA)  

 

Country Reports on Terrorism 2011 

Report 

July 31, 2012 

Overview:   The Republic of Korea strengthened its counterterrorism efforts in 2011.  The 

Republic of Korea's National Intelligence Service (NIS), the Korean National Police Agency 

(KNP), and various intelligence entities worked in close coordination with U.S. and international 

counterparts to access and contribute to multiple counterterrorism databases.  The Government 

of the Republic of Korea reviewed and strengthened its emergency response plan.  

In September 2011, the FBI Legal Attaché Office in Seoul worked jointly with the NIS and KNP 

to investigate an international terrorism subject who had relocated to the Republic of 

Korea.  Subsequently, NIS and KNP provided information and monitored the subject until he 

departed the country.   

Legislation and Law Enforcement:   In September 2005, the Republic of Korea signed the 

International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (ICSANT) and the 

National Assembly ratified it in December 2011.    

Countering Terrorist Finance:  The Republic of Korea is a member of the Financial Action 

Task Force (FATF) and the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG), a FATF-style 

regional body. The National Assembly passed the “Prohibition of Financing for Offenses of 

Public Intimidation Act” in September, which the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) had submitted 

in October 2010.  Prior to passing the Act, the National Assembly made important changes to 

the law.  In addition to criminalizing the provision, collection, and delivering of funds and assets 

to terrorists and terrorist organizations, the revised act established a freezing regime that 

controls the disposition and transfer of movable and immovable assets, bonds, and other 

property or property rights.   

http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2011/


In December 2010, the FIU submitted a separate bill amending the Financial Transaction 

Reports Act to impose stricter penalties on financial institutions that violate reporting 

requirements.  The bill was pending in the National Assembly at year's end.   

For further information on money laundering and financial crimes, we refer you to the 2011 
International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR) , Volume 2, Money Laundering and 

Financial Crimes : http://www.state.gov/j/inl/rls/nrcrpt/index.htm .  

Regional and International Cooperation:   South Korea is a member of the United Nations, 

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations' 

(ASEAN) Regional Forum, ASEAN+3, East Asia Summit, the Asia-Europe Meeting (an 

interregional forum consisting of the EC, 27 EU members and 13 members of the ASEAN Plus), 

Asia Cooperation Dialogue, Forum for East Asia-Latin America Cooperation, the Organization 

for Economic Cooperation and Development, the G20, and the Conference on Interaction and 

Confidence-Building Measures in Asia.  It is also a partner country of the Organization for 

Security and Cooperation in Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.   

In 2011, the South Korean government organized numerous international conferences to share 

information and best practices.  It hosted the Seventh Plenary Meeting of the Global Initiative to 

Combat Nuclear Terrorism in June, and the Third APEC Seminar on the Protection of 

Cyberspace in September.  South Korea also hosted the FATF/APG workshop on Money 

Laundering Typologies in December.   

The South Korean government held bilateral consultations on counterterrorism with the United 

Kingdom, Japan, China, Russia, Algeria, Uzbekistan, and Israel.  
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