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Video Screening “The Broken Dreams” at Mkunguni Square in Lamu
September 15 2012

The Public Affairs Office in partnership with American Corner Lamu showed the "Broken dreams"
documentary to 250 people of mixed audience at Mkunguni Square in Lamu. The forty-five minute
documentary is about the vanishing Somali youth of Minneapolis, Minnesota and Somali Diaspora as
they come into terms with the war in Somalia. Somalis recount the confusion as they learned how several
of their brightest young adults left the United States to join Al-Shabaab and disappear into Somali. The
mothers and family members describe how they strive to be part of the American culture; they recount the
confusion and grief as they recall how their families' sons were recruited to fight in a war they knew little
about.

The director of the museum was happy and promised to show the film next week. He talked of the
importance of the film in educating our youth and the need for parents to know their children and be
friend them.

The coastal region is a key area for Post Muslim outreach, last month a Sheikh, believed to be a member
of Al- Shaabab was gunned down by unknown people resulting in youth protesting. It’s believed that lack
of meaningful employment for many of the youth makes them join violent groups as an alternative source
of income. The program helped post achieve MSP goal of youth engagement, countering violent behavior
amongst youth in Kenya, as well as respect for freedom of religion and religious tolerance among diverse
groups. The program provided the needed platform that allows mission to engage positively with new and
wider audiences and promote mutual understanding between USG and local organizations.
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Left is the Director and part of the audience during the screening of the Broken dreams at Mkunguni Square in Lamu
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