


•• Contents 1 :'-;;J f. t 

Published by the U.S. Embassy, Islamabad .~ i , ,.. 1 ....-._~..:.- .: '.;, ..; :., .:~ I • • : ~ " 



.................................................................. 
6 Endurin~ Partners~ip 

Vice President Blden s 
Trip to Pakistan 

A"J,ffk)(-f>')"\:Ji;:J~ 
cli;:Jl>ilcli;:f'~ ,m b"cI ~~?1.v"'; t 

9 State of the Union . 
President Obama Delivers Message 
to the American People 

",:",lJOdi.U)~rWI(",,~'fJ,)~)y 

12 Ambassador Marc Grossman: 
New U.S. Special Representative 
for Afghanistan and Pakistan 

: ~J...tL 
cl i;:f'L'clt;:Jl>iILI'/' __'P()~LL..{/1. . 

14 u.s. Celebrates Women's History 
and Accomplishments 

~t)~,'bt"JJ'}v=_f>' 
.::-~)iz..LL./J~f 

18 Black History Month 
Honoring the Acllievem ents of 
African Aill erican s 

.;d(b)t"JVJ;f>fr~&~ 

20 The Story of Islam in America 
Mosque Broad ens its Outreach and 
Community Involvement 

jLfJrLlr'Iv=-f"/I 

24 Tuberculosis in Pakistan 
Comprehensive Tuberculosis Survey 
Will Guide Planning Efforts 

Jl?)Y"j?JJ)"iV= \:J i;:J~ 

Columns 
. j-~........__'\S' 

5 Editor's Corner 
26 Cricket in America 

d)~,..f>' 

28 Internet Freedom Essential 
to Peace and Prosperity 

U)f)rJ~;:I!ftz..LJi?})"d" 

30 Interview with Mr. Arsalan Iftikhar 

P~)~I\:JLlr')IJ(,LJ;Vj()Iv=-f"/f 

!-,,~I 

. 23 From Drought to Dreams 

....fvi.I}~Jv..£; 

32 Visit the 50 States 
L~tJf:;.:Jv;;--1)v!f; 

36 Ask the Consul 
::.1:.i.::-~j

-: -: 

39 Khabr Chat 
, I) rJ"d) G" 

Cover 
U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan 

and Pakistan, Ambassador Marc Grossman 

calling on President of Pakistan, Asif 

Ali Zardari at the President House in 

Islamabad on March 7, 2011 (PID Photo) 

",:""pL-f'/Iz..L\:Jt:J~)"\:Jt:0W' 

v=)~r(LVI).v~Itld!i...r'/J..hL.i-' 
If< .:;...)./.::-G"IJ.,::-U)I))jJJ"'"G.v

M , 

http:r'/J..hL


• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • • • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • • • ~ • • • • • • 5 • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Editor-In-Chief 
Change of Address and SubscriptionsMark Davidson 

Send changeof addresses and subscription Counselor for Public Affairs 
requests to infoisb@state.gov,'1,- \ .....• ..s- J". • 

• ·dJi j ~ 2- LL.-f-YIPJlr.JJz;.J-'l • 
• _' ~Jr-I '::"' I,:r; - ""~~~'}n{vr::JIv'"I.?"'~f~ J.,.-J =J,I ':"" r,",,~.J(=;l:;.1 • 
• Infoisb@stale.gov 
• Managing Editor • 
• Alberto Rodriguel • 
• Press Attache and Letters to the Editor • 
• Country InformationOHicer l etters should not exceed 250 words and should • 

include the wnler's name, address and daytime • .I-..... ~ • 
• phone number All letters become the property of •,:1,j I~ ;').1
• ~ ... ? , ,,oJ.I,. 1 

Khabr-o-Nazar, letters will be edited for length, ac • 
/_Iv ..... ll'J~/, ("e-IV~.i; 

curacy and clarity, 

• Associate Editor •Anthony M, Jones,• '~~ ,~~~,~:-=...,l; · '1 JIP:th>b-;r i,..:L t ..4 •Assistant Information Officer• /-:'1;; iv· ~...:"'J~jJ\.:J)Jtr=; I ~ r{LI~~I"~\,,,/I;i • 
J"...... .JJw v, I ,,~' ' " I.; " - , • .. . ( - _ . - p.• ""J.)- .r'/' "",,(YL J_ " "'. -=- ...,..- "-1)'7'--:". "v"''; • 
;; .. ? _(-rj;;r/• -S~ '~.~ J~I..rj,Jz.';C-IIi(~.. l.j'J,,[·, .. ~l_ ""'7::;"'-"""'( • 

• Contacting Us Stay Connected • 
• Khabr-o-Nazar ~")..:r~.:.>TL)w • 
• PublicAffairs Section • 
• Embassy of the United States of America Web site: ~L...-.,...,!.; • 
• Ramna·5, Diplomatic Enclave •http://islamabad.usembassy. gov• Islamabad, Pakistan • 

"-"; 1)1.....> you~ 
• 

")i.i)" 


, ~Lf, : J_/ '.....,,,.'-:''' Youtube: www.youtu be.com/ user/usembassyislamabad :'-'r--'J-! • 

.;.'1;-' ;"\'(lv'r.P,,,;,;,:..;;.5_~.-,e • 

• infoisb@state.gov (fliCkr J • 
• Phone 051-208-0000 : .:.,j Flicker: www.flicker.com/ photos/usembassypak :.r<li • 
• Fax: 051 2278607 : ~ • 

• Background • 
• Khabr a-Nazar is a free monthly magazine published by the Twitter: www.twitter.com/usembislamabad :J..-J.J~ • 
• U.S. Embassy In Islamabad .The monthly magazine is designed • 
• by Saeed Ahmed and pri nted by PanGraphlcs (Pvt) Ltd. • 
o 

~w~ • 
• "Like" and "Suggest to Friends"_-::- _IV.J..::-o~ J ~ I " .:.....~ll'~~-=--! f . J..;lf.,:.i... £/I" ;.;.; .. 

Embassy' Facebook: :~....~..f...;\.~...7}"; •
_..:....C V~I(..!..:: .~· t .... ).....,~I/ ..:/;"'tl , '7 L.lIj~·I ~~ j...i'I..v-AJLl.--i";~~I./ j• 'f"': NT .. _ _ _ •• www.facebook.com/pakista nusem bassy • 

• • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 

www.facebook.com/pakista
www.twitter.com/usembislamabad
www.flicker.com/photos/usembassypak
mailto:infoisb@state.gov
www.youtube.com/user
http://islamabad.usembassy
mailto:Infoisb@stale.gov
mailto:infoisb@state.gov


.8 C 
Dear Readers: 

In this issue, we celebrate the courage and progress of African 
Americans and women, two groups who have contributed immensely 
to the spirit and destiny of the United States. Our regular column, "Visit 
the 50 States," details the bravery of young African Americans living 
in Alabama who challenged racial segregation and discrimination in 
the face of devastating obstacles. The courage of these brave Americans 
inspired the nationwide movement to end racial segregation. Every 
February, during "African American History Month," we honor the 
struggles, incredible courage, and successes of African Americans. 

Throughout March, we also pay tribute to the extraordinary 
accomplishments and enormous progress of women. This year, we 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of International Women's Day. 
You'll find in this issue the inspiring story of Ms. Ghulam Sughra, 
founder and chief executive officer of Marvi Rural Development 
Organization (MRDO). Ms. Sughra is the recipient of the prestigious 
2011 Secretary of State's International Women of Courage Award, 
which annually recognizes women around the globe who have shown 
exceptional courage and leadership in advocating for women's rights 
and empowerment. 

Pictured on the cover is the newly-appointed US. Special 
Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Ambassador Marc 
Grossman. During his March 6-7 visit to Islamabad, Ambassador 
Grossman met with President Asif All Zardari and Prime Minister 
YOlisafRaza Gilani to discuss Pakistan-US. bilateral relations. This was 
Ambassador Grossman's first trip to Pakistan since his appointment as 
special envoy. A career diplomat, Ambassador Grossman served for 
nearly thirty years as a Foreign Service Officer. His first assignment 
was as Junior Officer in Islamabad, where he served from 1977 to 
1979. He later served as the Department's third highest-ranking 
official, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, a position he 
held from 2001 to 2005. 

I have to marvel at how I find that the similarities between 
Pakistanis and Americans just keep growing! Millions of Americans 
have been glued to their televisions over the last few weeks as they 
watch the 10th Cricket World Cup. As you'll read in "Cricket in 
America," cricket is a more popular sport in the United States than 
people think. I used to be a West Indies fan myself, getting my first 
taste of cricket in the former British island of Barbados, but now I am 
rooting for Pakistan to take home the 2011 World Cup! 

Finally, as we continue to improve the US. Embassy's magazine 

Khabr-o-Nazar, tell us what you think by sending us an email at 
infoisb@state.gov. We always welcome your feedback and your letters! 

Alberto Rodriguez 

Managing Editor and Press Attache 

U.S. Embassy Islamabad 

Email: infoisb@state.gov 

Website: h ttpllislamabad.usembassy.gov 
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Pakistan 
and America's 

Enduring 
Par nersh·p 

Vice President 

Biden's visit 

to Pakistan 

Vice President Joe Biden and Prime Minister 
Yousaf Raza Gilani held a joint news conference 
in Islamabad after meeting January 12, 2011. 
Biden expressed "deepest condolences" over the 
assassination ofPunjab Provincial Governor Salman 
Taseer on January 4, saying "there is no justification, 
none, for such senseless acts ." 

"As we've seen throughout history, societies 
that tolerate such actions end up being consumed 
by those actions," he said. 

Biden said the U.S. remains committed 
to partnering with Pakistan to counter violent 
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" Islam is the fastest 
growing religion in 
the United States 

ofAmerica 
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extremists "who violate Pakistan's sovereignty and 
corrupt its good name." He emphasized the shared 
US.-Pakistan belief that "violent extremists are a 
threat not just to the United States, but to Pakistan 
as well, and indeed to the entire civilized world." 

Biden reiterated America's respect for religious 
diversity and freedom of religion, and he spoke 
about the deep tradition of Islam in the United 
States, challenging those who question the US. 
commitment to religious freedom to "name any 
other country in the world, any country in the world, 
where those of all faiths enjoy greater freedom 
of worship than they do in the United States of 
America." 

He added, "We are not the enemies of Islam, 
and we embrace those who practice that great 
religion in our country." 

Gilani and Biden commended the US.
Pakistan Strategic Dialogue, which Biden said 
will benefit the people of Pakistan in areas such as 
energy, agriculture and communications. 

"This means that you will soon see more dams 
providing more electricity and irrigation; crop yields 
that are higher; more hospitals providing services 
to the people of Pakistan, among other tangible 
benefits," he said. 

As another example of the sustained US.
Pakistan partnership, the Vice President noted the 
United States has established the largest Fulbright 
program in the world in Pakistan, calling it "a 
long-term investment in the dynamism" of young 
Pakistanis. 

Additionally, he said the two countries have 
partnered recently through increased security 
cooperation and combined efforts to recover 
from Pakistan's devastating floods in July 2010. 
The United States has committed nearly $600 
million to flood recovery efforts and announced a 
new $190 million contribution for flood-affected 
families January 6.The new commitment is funded 
through the Kerry-Lugar-Berman legislation with 
which the US. Congress authorized $7.5 billion in 
assistance projects for Pakistan. 

Biden said a close partnership with Pakistan 
is vital to US. interests, and called on leaders of 
both countries to build on progress made in 2010 
by rededicating to "what still must be achieved 
together." 

"We want what you want: a strong, stable, 
prosperous, democratic Pakistan at peace with itself 
and with its neighbors, including India. We want 
that not just for your sake, but we wish your success 
because it's in our own interest. It's in the interest 
of the entire region, and I would argue the entire 
world," Biden said. 

lvlacKenzie C. BaM is a staff writer for International 
Information Programs (IIP) in Washington, D. C. 
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" A growing number of 
Pakistani-Americans play an 

increasingly visible role in 
bridging our societies and building 

those enduring partnerships 
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When President Barack Obama addressed leaders of 
the U.S. federal government on January 25, he fulfilled a 
constitutional obligation and followed a long-standing tradition 
of American presidents. 

The U.S. Constitution requires that the president report 
to Congress "from time to time" on the "State of the Union." 
This constitutional requirement has evolved into the president's 
annual State of the Union address, which now serves several 
purposes. The speech reports on the condition of the United 
States both domestically and internationally, recommends a 
legislative agenda for the coming year and gives the president 
the opportunity to personally convey his vision for the nation. 

Below are excerpts from President Obama's State ofthe 
Union Address: 

Nations like China and India realized that with some 
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changes of their own, they could compete in this new world. And so 
they started educating their children earlier and longer, with greater 
emphasis on math and science.1hey're investing in research and new 
technologies. Just recently, China became home to the world's largest 
private solar research facility, and the world's fastest computer. 

So, yes the world has changed. The competition for jobs is real. 
But this shouldn't discourage us. It should challenge us. Remember 
- for all the hits we've taken these last few years, for all the naysayers 
predicting our decline, America still has the largest, most prosperous 
economy in the world. No workers are more productive than ours. 
No country has more successful companies, or grants more patents to 
inventors and entrepreneurs. We are home to the world's best colleges 
and universities, where more students come to study than any other 
place on Earth. 
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Our infrastructure used to be the best - but our 
lead has slipped. South Korean homes now have greater 
internet access than we do. Countries in Europe and 
Russia invest more in their roads and railways than we 
do. China is building faster trains and newer airports. 
Meanwhile, when our own engineers graded our nation's 
infrastructure, they gave us a "D." 

To help businesses sell more products abroad, we set a 
goal of doubling our exports by 2014 - because the more 
we export, the more jobs we create at home. Already, our 
exports are up. Recently, we signed agreements with India 
and China that will support more than 250,000 jobs in 
the United States. And last month, we finalized a trade 
agreement with South Korea that will support at least 
70,000 American jobs. This agreement has unprecedented 
support from business and labor; Democrats and 
Republicans, and I ask this Congress to pass it as soon as 
possible. 

Before I took office, I made it clear that we would enforce our 
trade agreements, and that I would only sign deals that keep faith with 
American workers, and promote American jobs. That's what we did 
with Korea, and that's what I intend to do as we pursue agreements 
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government that lives within its means. An economy that's driven by , - .- - 
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require reform, responsibility, and innovation. It will also require us to 

' h 1 1 f . c·approach that wor ld WIt a new eve 0 engagement 111 our lOrelgn 
affairs. 

Just as jobs and businesses can now race across borders, so can 
new threats and new challenges. No single wall separates East and 
West; no one rival superpower is aligned against us. And so we must 
defeat determined enemies wherever they are, and build coalitions 
that cut across lines of region and race and religion. America's moral 
example must always shine for all who yearn for freedom, justice, and 
dignity. And because we have begun this work, tonight we can say that 
American leadership has been renewed and America's standing has 
been restored. 

Look to Iraq, where nearly 100,000 of our brave men and women 
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have left with their heads held high; where American combat patrols 
have ended; violence has come down; and a new government has been 
formed. This year, our civilians will forge a lasting partnership with the 
Iraqi people, while we finish the job ofbringing our troops out ofIraq. 
America's commitment has been kept; the Iraq War is coming to an 
end. 

Of course, as we speak, al ~eda and their affiliates continue to 
plan attacks against us . Thanks to our intelligence and law enforcement 
professionals, we are disrupting plots and securing our cities and skies. 
And as extremists try to inspire acts ofviolence within ollr borders, we 
are responding with the strength of our communities, with respect for 
the rule of law, and with the conviction that American Muslims are a 
part of our American family. 

We have also taken the fight to al ~eda and their allies abroad. 
In Mghanistan, our troops have taken Taliban strongholds and trained 
Mghan Security Forces. Our purpose is clear - by preventing the 
Taliban from reestablishing a stranglehold over the Mghan people, we 
will deny al ~eda the safe-haven that served as a launching pad for 
9/11. 

Thanks to our heroic troops and civilians, fewer Mghans are under 
the control of the insurgency. There will be tough fighting ahead, and 
the Mghan government will need to deliver better governance. But we 
are strengthening the capacity of the Mghan people and building an 
enduring partnership with them. This year, we will work with nearly 
50 countries to begin a transition to an Mghan lead. And this July, we 
will begin to bring our troops home. 

In Pakistan, al ~eda's leadership is under more pressure than at 
any point since 2001. Their leaders and operatives are being removed 
from the battlefield. Their safe-havens are shrinking. And we have sent 
a message from the Mghan border to the Arabian Peninsula to all 
parts of the globe: we will not relent, we will not waver, and we will 
defeat you. 

American leadership can also be seen in the effort to secure the 
worst weapons of war. Because Republicans and Democrats approved 
the New START Treaty, far fewer nuclear weapons and launchers will 
be deployed. Because we rallied the world, nuclear materials are being 
locked down on every continent so they never fall into the hands of 
terrorists. 

--President Obama delivers State ofthe Union address to ajoint session of 
Congress on January 25 at the United States Capitol in Washington, D.G. 
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Secretary of tate Hillary Rodham 
Clinton announced in February veteran 
diplomat Ambassador Marc G ros man 
will be President Obama's new special 
representative for Afghani tan and 
Pakistan, succeeding Ambas ador 
Richard Holbrooke, who died In 

D ecember. 

Speaking at the Asia Society 
in New York February 18, Clinton 
said Grossman "knows our allies and 
understands how to mobilize common 
action to meet shared challenges." 

\;\lorking with a team of officials 
from various sectors of the US. 
government, Grossman will "marshal 
the full range of our policy resources 
to support responsible Afghan-led 
reconciliation that brings the conflict to 
a peaceful conclusion," and will "actively 
engage with states in the region and the 
international community to advance 
that process," Clinton said. 

Ambassador Grossman has nearly 
30 years of public service, culminating 
in his 2001 appointment as the under 
secretary of state for political affairs, 
the third-highest-ranking official in 
the State Department. He served as 
Undersecretary until his retirement 
in 2005. Grossman was also the US. 
ambassador to Turkey from 1994 to 
1997 and the Assistant Secretary of 
state for European Affairs from 1997 to 
2000. 

President Obama created the 
pOSItIOn of Special Representative 
for Mghanistan and Pakistan shortly 
after his inauguration in January 2009. 
Speaking on January 22, 2009, Secretary 
Clinton said the United States needed 
to integrate its approach to the two 
countries and engage "NATO and other 
key friends, allies, and those around the 
world who are interested in supporting 
these efforts." 

Special Representative Holbrooke 
was tasked with coordinating the US. 
approach to both countries "across 
the entire government," including the 
State Department, the US. Agency 
for International Development, the 
National Security Council and the 
Defense Department, in "an effort to 
achieve United States' strategic goals in 
the region," she said. 
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Pakistan's Ghulam Sughra Recognized as International Woman of Courage 
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On March 8, 2011, the world marked the 100th 
anniversary of the first International Women's Day - a day 
to reflect on the struggles and accomplishments of women 
everywhere. In celebration of International Women's Day, 
the U.S. Department of State announced the recipients of 
the annual Award for International Women of Courage. 
This year, Ghulam Sughra from Pakistan was among the ten 
women chosen worldwide to receive this prestigious honor. 

Celehrating Women in the United States andAround 
[be World 

Every :March, the world observes International Women's 
Day, and, in the United States, Women's History Month. The 
roots of National Women's History Month go back to March 
8, 1857, when women working in New York City factories 
staged a protest over working conditions. In 1987, the U.S. 
Congress established National Women's History Month in 
March. 

During Women's History lVlonth, the Unired States 
celebrates the courage, fore sight, and resolve of women who 
have strengthened our country. There are many examples 
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of women who have contributed to progress in all areas of 
American history. Amelia Earhart became the first woman 
to fly solo across the Atlantic, and she inspired generations 
of women to follow their dreams. Physicist Chien-Shiung 
Wu helped advance our knowledge and understanding of the 
world through her achievements in atomic research. Harriet 
Tubman fought racial injustice and opened doors for more 
Americans to participate fully in American society. 

Our commitment to women's rights does not end at our 
own borders. Unfortunately, women in many parts ofthe world 
still struggle for basic rights and liberties. Discrimination and 
violence against women is all too often accepted or tolerated. 
The United States remains deeply committed to helping 
women everywhere peacefully remove the barriers to political, 
economic, and social progress. 

As Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said, "Investing in 
the potential of the world's women and girls is one of the 
surest ways to achieve global economic progress, political 
stability, and greater prosperity for women and men the world 
over." 

The United States is working with the Pakistani people 
and government to support women's advancement and to 
curtail violence against women and girls. We are partnering 
with local non-government organizations and international 
partners to improve women's welfare through targeted 
investments in agriculture, nutrition, and health, as well as 
programs that empower Pakistani women to contribute to 
economic and social progress in their communities. 
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"Something got into 
my head and turned 
my nerves to steeI. " 
- Ghulam Sughra, 
IWOC recipient 

International J.%man ofCourage Ghlilam Slighra 

For the last five years, the U.S. has awarded the 
International Women of Courage Award to recognize and 
honor women who have shown exceptional courage and 
leadership in promoting women's rights and advancement. 
This year, First Lady Michelle Obama and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton recognized Ghulam Sughra from Pakistan 
for her work to promote women's education and economic 
independence. 

Ms. Sughra is a courageous advocate for women's rights 
in rural Pakistan. She realized that ifwomen could contribute 
economically, they would have more authority to allow their 
daughters to attend school. Developing sources of income 
for local women was critical to their independence. In 2001, 
she founded the Marvi Rural Development Organization 
(MRDO), a non-governmental organization focused on 
creating community savings funds and raising awareness 
of education, health, human rights, and social development 
issues. 

As Secretary Clinton said at the ceremony on March 8, 
Ms. Sughra "has lived a life that demonstrates unequivocally 
that one person can make a difference. In her village, she 
stood up for her own rights and became the first woman 
to get a divorce. Then she decided she wanted to fulfill her 
own dream and to become educated. And then she decided 
she wanted to help others have the same opportunities. So 
for sheer determination and strength to overcome poverty 
and gender discrimination, and to help other rural women 
in your village and far beyond have a chance to be educated 
and to educate their children and to provide a better future to 
transform their own their lives, we are so proud to present this 
award." 

Ms. Sughra has also expanded her work far beyond her 
home village, making a real impact on women's lives in the 
rural areas of Sind, Punjab, and Baluchistan provinces. In 
coordination with community based organizations, she assists 
women in remote villages to form their own support groups, 
offers training to women's organizations, and encourages 
development of community savings funds . 

Ms. Sughra is one example of the inspiring female role 
models in Pakistan that are courageously working to eliminate 
gender-based violence, improve education for girls, and 
contribute to women's advancement all around the country. 
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color barrier and competed at the highest levels of sports. 
Musicians like Nat King Cole and Billie Holiday lifted the 
American spirit with their creativity and musical gifts. Through 
their extraordinary accomplishments, these leaders helped bring 
our Nation closer to fulfilling its founding ideals. 

Black History Month was the inspiration of Carter G. 
Woodson, a noted scholar and historian, who instituted Negro 
History Week in 1926. He chose the second week of February to 
coincide with the birthdays of President Abraham Lincoln and 
the abolitionist Frederick Douglass. The celebration was expanded 
to a month in 1976, the nation's bicentennial. President Gerald 
R. Ford urged Americans to "seize the opportunity to honor the 
too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in 
every area ofendeavor throughout our history." 

In 2009, the inauguration of Barack Obama, America's first 
Mrican-American president, lent Black History Month a special 
significance. Obama took the oath of office January 20, the day 
after Americans honored the memory of Martin Luther King Jr. 
with a federal holiday and national day ofservice. In his inaugural 
address, President Obama also acknowledged the historical 
importance of a moment in which "a man whose father less than 
60 years ago might not have been served at a local restaurant can 
now stand before you to take a most sacred oath." 

Each year, the U.S. president honors Black History Month, 
or Mrican-American History Month as it is also called, with a 
proclamation and a celebration at the White House. This year's 
theme, "Mrican Americans and the Civil War," invites us to 
reflect on 150 years since the start of the Civil War and on the 
patriots ofa young country who fought for the promises ofjustice 
and equality laid out by our forebearers. 
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For February and March, the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad "::"'/'(...-.J,I..J()IR ~(VC,(.:::/.:lL,;.lf.J~J>,v;!)~I(tV'v:~.JL.J,'J.J,j 

organized a film series that reflect on the themes of justice and 
equality. The screenings took place at Kuch Khaas, the Islamabad J~V:" J'~1:" ;f/L ..:;.:,~, JL )~1(tVi ~~-v.! U-{ "::"'~?YL 
center for the arts and culture. The following movies were shown "Amistad," "The Color Purple," "Glory":u!J~~,.._ V::t.~-,J!
during the film series: "Amistad," "The Color Purple," "Glory" 
and "Prince Among Slaves." 

African American historian and aUlhor Cartn- G. Woodso" i" In this photo ItJkm on 7hurJday,Jall. 13, 2011, street pelfonllm alld proselylizen (ompele for al/elltion from ·1I;s;tor.(10 the 
an undattd photograph. Woodson strtl/{f{led 10 record the Jlory Fremont Street Experimce in downtown Las Vegas. O'galliurs ofa Black History NIonthftstival billed as Ne·vadaslmgesl 
ofblack achii'Vcments at a lime whm most A/ric(l1/ Americans are upset they WOII't he able to hold it at th,. Fremont Street Experience lor a 10th straight year. Downtown raJinosled vmdoTS 
weren't roen allowed 10 tlote. Itl 1926, he originaled Ihe from the romt have sipborled businesJ awayfrol1l outlels inside C(lSiIlOS, alit! the e·vml "mill generatd e/lollgh custolllers to be 
celebration ~rBlack Hislory Week and is the author of16 books worlhwhilefinancially. (AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 
ahoutAfriCim AmericallS. Location is unkllown. (AP Photo) 
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oflslam members listell to Nation ofIslam JV1inisier 
United Center il/ Chicago, Sunday, Feb. 28, 2010. 
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u.s. Mosque Broadens Its 
Outreach and Community 
Involvement 
By Ste·ve Holgate 

Many things about a particular mosque in Portland, Oregon fail 
to conform to popular images shared by most Americans. A modest 
one-story building, with its co-located community center, it boasts no 
minaret or dome. It has no high ceilings. Ironically, it is also located 
on a street named after a Baptist minister and civil rights leader, the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,]r. 

The members of this mosque, which is referred to as the Muslim 
Community Center, can trace their institution back further than any 
other mosque in Portland, Oregon. And its story reflects the recent 
history ofIslam, not only in its home city, but in the United States, 
changing from a community focused on racial separatism to one that 
is open to all. 

According to Shaheed Hamid, the Muslim Community Center's 
imam, the mosque was established in 1968 as part of the Nation of 
Islam, an order that was then the most prominent Muslim group 
in the United States. The Nation of Islam and its most famous 
follower, Malcolm X, preached a message of self-reliance and racial 
separatism. 

The members of the Portland community fit that mold at that 
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time. Hamid, a stocky man who looks younger than his 60-some .I,'J.lV'Jh;f,Jk.lI(,;.:; ...J'.rLvl.l"(lYUrJ!~t.1!~('lj~. .I}L)V
years, says that the Nation of Islam must be understood in the r· 
context of its time, with the group coming out of the American civil _.i..L.hI..~I(?~,,;ISI.Af 
rights movement. Though its tenets were very different from those of f " " ~.' f.'~ (~ :. 
most Muslims around the world, Hamid indicates that the Nation (r:fiJAp! _L L I.;..Ju! ?-lrvll:f.: I.lIL Ur.:J~ I u! J.:d .!-.I{ u!mvl 

ofIsl~~'s me~~ers largel~ were una,~ar~ of this. "Though we weren't .IJJvlJ(lYurJ::'.f-=...-=...ifvrL ~cJlr.~.::..../J.:lfr.I(.A.I....Jlr.JlrLI' 
practlcmg pnstme Islam, he says, youa be pretty hard-pressed to "'." A • 

say that we didn't think we were Muslims." l!(.::....-.{/JJ?J/u!,..f>IL";,,,.fv l,.j',(-7-"::'-.I,?0'£.::....LI.?L 
With the death of its leader, Elijah Muhammad, in 1975, the ~JuL(lYUrJ::'~_.i..J!~J;,.::....iJ.hJ".,.L/.I,;J..::.-hJLvl,... j,_~ 

Nation of Islam began a transition. The impetus for change came M • " "" A ".... 

from Elijah Muhammad's son, W.D. Muhammad, who said, "Any .i..7-.I.fviJ{..::.-~~0'(lYlr-?}if'f-ifl(.A.I..-~virl(vlfcl-l.ll; 
true religion has to be for all people." This was much the same "~. i.. ~ . ~ 0 
message that Malcolm X had begun to preach a decade earlier, but _L " ·u.1cJ~ ";" I';-Irf£,..(~";,, I,,;. 
now it had been accepted as truth. J,;(_IJ1;~rI(J,;(u!(lYI...JrJ!~LJtj;IL..f~~lfrl.l';-Iu!~1975 

This marked the beginning of dramatic changes for Portland's ,I i"".. Jl( '£ "" (; " " .. "("" I' 
Muslim Community Center. The transition was gradual, however, t"J1.:::.....LiJf }(lI"';-"f.A.!rL>·U C(lPIv.; 1(d--L..fJnf.,)'.I).::..-..f~I{..Io:J/L 
as members began modifying prayer services, how they observed L.::.J?.::....I......,;J.!-~V~,;I:-J.!::JlrvJLvfl(k(b--ClfCl.::....(fl_-=... 
Ramadan and their study of the ~ran. Though the center and ." '? MY" •M 

mosque still served a primarily African-American community, they -V~~.I} 
broadened the call to include all groups. With a new identity, the ,,"" Lf I(J " .. ~~ .J "' , " ':,irL '. )
mosque in Portland took on a new role and became more active in '.;1.1';"';1):, "-'f'rt"-'J1.1~ I iJ _--'f'ULI.lJu!rLL r ' J.:d.!-.I{V vi 
the broader community. ~~,;(l,;t'I(..::.-,w0'i,;Jr}.I"Ll;.-fcJ~.I,0'~.IJ;IiLt'LcI-I.l,Lv,_~ 

The mosque began to encourage and participate in interfaith iJb.h(Liu!vl. fi-=.... ? .::....(j~J/I~-ji/,..I}JJJ;.f-'.I,,/.~~j,-V
dialogues, reaching outto the local Christian and]ewish communities.. ,,;., - -.

The center began playing an active role in local political issues, 
inviting candidates and officeholders to dialogues with members 
of the mosque. Members have also participated in several «Days of 
Dignity;" going to homeless people to offer soap and toothbrushes 
and other personal hygiene items, and inviting them to the mosque. 

The Portland community has reached back. Mter the terrorist 
attacks of September 11,2001, Hamid says, the mosque "received 
great support from the local police," with two plainclothes officers 
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supplying security during Friday prayers. Though the mosque 
received a few menacing telephone calls, Hamid says they were more 
than matched by many calls of support from Portlanders, Muslims 
and non-Muslims alike. Hamid says that a number of non-Muslim 
women offered to dress in Muslim garb as a show of solidarity, and 
accompany women from the mosque to grocery stores and on other 
errands. 

He says the mosque emphasizes that Islam is a peaceful religion. 
"Allah orders us to be just, and to work toward bettering humanity," 
Hamid says. "That's Islam. We recognize that some segments of the 
Muslim community work against this, such as the Taliban and al
~eda. We see them as corrupting the message ofIslam." 

While the Muslim Community Center and its mosque may have 
been the first of their kind in Oregon, they no longer are alone. Since 
the 1980s, a number ofother mosques have been established, starting 
with one to serve Muslim university students in Portland. Other 
mosques serve Turkish, Yemeni and South Asian communities, as well 
as others. Relations among the mosques, Hamid says, "are excellent." 
He adds: "We are trying to be more visible, to admit persons ofevery 
ethnic persuasion and racial hue. Our services are open to all." The 
Muslim Community Center and its mosque have come a long way 
from the days of separatism. They have taken on an important and 
productive role in the larger community. 

The first Muslim in North America recorded by history is the 
early 16th-century Spanish explorer of Berber descent, Estevanico of 
Azamor. Historical records show that many African slaves brought 
to America also were probably Muslims. Over the last hundred years, 
the Muslim population ofthe United States has been growing steadily, 
as the result of immigration and conversions. An estimated one-third 
of American Muslims are African Americans who have converted 
to Islam, and most of the rest are immigrants. Muslims account for 
roughly 0.6 percent of the U.S. adult population, according to the 
Landscape Survey. The survey found that Sunnis make up half of 
the total, while the rest are Shiites and those who do not specify a 
denomination. Most American Muslims live in the South and in the 
Northeast. 
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FroID Drought to Drl!alD!i 

USAID Helps Farmers Survive by Applying, Modern AQTicliliul'al Methods 
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Fruit and nut orchards once carpeted the wide, arid valleys of 
Balochistan. However, a persistent drought has transformed the 
province, which comprises 44 percent of Pakistan's territory but 
only five percent of its population. 

Orchards turned from green 
to gray and then finally to ashes as 
trees died and eventually were cut for 
wood to fuel cooking fires. 

While the rural populations 
along the border of Mghanistan eke 

out their livings raising livestock and ti:-lrr~l~~~~ 

growing cereals and crops like fruits, 

vegetables and nuts, they remain some P:i~~_ 

ofPakistan's poorest inhabitants. 


Hit by a drought that began 
more than ten years ago, many small-scale farmers have since 
been left without means to make a living. Abdul Khaliq, a 42
year-old farmer who has eight acres under irrigation and another 
four dependent on rain, was among those severely affected. 

Abdul's fortunes improved when USAID's Assistance to 
Balochistan Border Areas project came to the village of Cheena 
Shajehan. USAID introduced him to new agricultural practices, 
better seeds and fruit trees, and advanced irrigation methods 
to harness the limited water resources, improving yields and 
incomes of rural farmers. 

"During the drought, my family wondered how we would 
make it," said Khaliq, a father of five. '1 had to withdraw my 
children from school, and we barely survived." 

USAID also helped form a community organization in 
his village. That organization provided guidance on crops that 
produce high-value fruit but require less water. Abdul is an 
active member of the organization, which helped him purchase 
300 high-quality almond plants at half of the regular cost, and 
advised him on diversifying his farm to include improved varieties 
ofwheat. 
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The wheat helped him feed his family until the almonds {4-.I;('J-~Jl?~{(..d'cJl.t\;~I,,_GL.ttJG'L..::,..>,j.l'::"';JIL.tt.l!?~J(I)~ 
matured and became ready to sell at the market. Abdul's first L< (. trM M M , • • 

harvest of three acres of almonds generated more than $2,000, ,;-I"f~~!.II(.I~-J.ttJ...IJ,.tI).::...)lj.lV;J).::...I,::",~u."uu?.IJL(IJ~'::'" 
which was enough to sustain his family and allow him to re- !.I1u!uY/..JIPLI_~c:C)ifu.I(,""L ~7.iv.ivLL)'-.II.:.-lPljILcJl.t\;
invest in his business. His revenues are expected to triple during 't, M '/ M ... • _ • 

the next four years as the trees reach full maturity. _Lt./. ~.ttJG'L':-J.lI"~V)U.I{"::"'>.I).§,(JL~a>7.t;fctJ...rJ 

"Now my family feels secure, and I am economically sound," O.I~'Jt:...,-fo-'f-~cJ1.t\;!/-.I"u.tt,JY// .IhJIr,f...-,,"f.::... tf(Y~'~
Abdul said. "My children are back in school and getting a better . ., " _ . , 
education. I am grateful to the American people for their support (lId>"L.h...JuH,::: 'r'u!-V!'f-.I)~IP~;f.u,":",I.I"V!'f-j~/u,Jf 
in helping families like mine." " .,1",,,,

-U.tt.lI.IJfD 
7he author works for USAJD in the Office of Development Outreach & 

Communications. -V!LJ((#,fr,fkl~.I"!"Jr~,JLI/.?JL~Iv:!li~ 
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In 1heNews ~uJ~ II 

Tuberculosis in Pakistan 

Comprehensive Tuberculosis Survey 


Will Guide Planning Efforts 

.A.a' W~ t t/tW ",sw

~ +: .... +: 

JJ:....).J,v!L)t5k.~~~(li-...r;~JJ/vl~'-J/tfL~J 

By Carrie Locwcntku l Lassey 

Pakistan long has been listed among the 22 nations with the > rC 
highest rates of tuberculosis (TB). But precisely how high? The )I~Ju,..:.;!/LJ)"i ~~JUlf,''f- J~v=Ur22(;}r.::... ...4~..,t.,b....fl(;}l;:i'~ 
United States is partnering with Pakistan's Ministry of Health (;}l;:i'~'...(/I¥LJ(}Y",:"",?~;tl,(J'Y\!I~'f-~I~:,~_'f-O)V.::..."':""" 
and others to get the clearest answer to that question in decades. 

With U.S. support, researchers are conducting the first -'f-~.IJ(()--J.a?vLUJ.I')',-/,)Lv'.l'ld"::-.II)JJ 
comprehensive survey ofTB in Pakistan since the 1980s and e~V='-AL~JV=(jl;:i'~~/J.;~L,-/Lf1980?.::...)I.A.IJ> 
will generate data crucial to the Pakistani government's ability to 
make informed decisions about public health. v=L.f.!:i'v='-AL..... ~doJ,JUJ1J"'~..::-L}Y?v)vl-iJ.!' 'f-.I.f'-Y 

"Having this information will allow both the public and -JUJ1...::.-;I:-Aj.A...::.-(.~(;}l;:i'L..::/f 
private health service delivery sectors to be more responsive to - .. 

the TB needs of the country," said Dr. Sardar Talat Mahmud, vl"f11;.?-.IjLJ::'J"I....fI.::...(;}l;:i'1.l-).,1~fI;?~hLdL~Iu:!li 

senior health adviser with the U.S. Agency for International _ I' ( ':. • .d' t 

Development (USAID), via e-mail from Pakistan. (lIO.....JJ.ll) ~J4='~UiJ)~..,..IJIJ".IVv= (;}l;:i'~.::... vl'l) UJ16..::-L}Y?v) 


"An accurate understanding of the disease burden of a country "_L~J( (.::... 4-);""O)V¥ 
is a critical component for planning and resource allocation by --J . _ ( • > ,( .f" .,f 
policy makers, managers and health practitioners," he added. (5- ~ L U~J'::'" L.J1 (}YJl?.Ir'~.I) l) V/L ~ J v= -\,lo () 'iJ.!' 'T- OJ 

USAID announced a $4.5 million grant in December J"k.,:"yV-¥(~~.IJj/v'oJf'f-r~J1(;}vj',,::,-(,¥U~(JjJ'?UJ;V 
to support the survey. The Dutch Tuberculosis Foundation " ;: ~ / .f 
is facilitating the research, and other partners include the -L/.. V UVJ./JIL/.. 
World Health Organization (WHO); Paris-based nonprofit JJ)I....;IJ~~_Lf(;}[.1.I(L.))I.A.IJ)I;~4.5V=/J.:!!,-yJJLllu:! li 
International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease; and' , - - - _.: -. 
Management Sciences for Health, a U.S.-based international ~J~J)I"";I(liv=v~,do.lbIJ~.IJI'f-(j.l,-))... v=Cj.:VI,.f"j!.J;'G 
nonprofit organization. _ ;bp. .' / r" .

-.::....(j.l~.ar~v=((VIl) r- J.ll?/-Ji(liV=..J.:/I.lJ1 d'il5 IJ1H 
"This survey is going to provide us with evidence to understand' . - • 

the magnitude oftuberculosis in Pakistan sowe can plan effectively Vi" ,L(u! f 201 O/Ju! '-.I~ L '-yL ~....JI "':""l:?(J..¢'d!;JL (;}l;:i'~ 
control of the disease," Pakistani Minister for Health Makhdoom ,1.1", ...f./ :. (;, L ,t.1" ,_r. r"If' I.",....; 
Shahabuddin said at the December 2010 announcement. 1.(\)1 '.::...vl-'f- -.lPV "::-Yl)V/ I.(\) v- (;)~ ~,.J OJ1(r v- ''::''''-J/ 

The United States and Pakistan are working on several joint "-L~.fJ"k.,:"yV-;;f.¥L.fJJ? 
health projects as part of the U.S. -Pakistan Strategic Dialogue, (' v '. r"_:' if' ,. L .. ~,( . ., r" I v po r" t: 

hal ' ld h' · ' I de '::"".I'/I(o./Ui,.v,.Jrl)V-'-.IL ~-\,loUiJ)d'-.:::....c..-v(g~/I_.....JLwhIC 
' so mc u es partners IpS m energy, agncu tuTe, elense, , ",'. . - "' 

education, water and communications, among others. -'f-~.IJ1((,.fV=U~4..::-J..L.glnJlj~,~t"G),..:,..f'.l;,JdLJ....rI}VI-0 
"Our commitment to partner with Pakistani health officials :. ..... "L.i' - L L· , ./8' . 

and work together in areas they identify is part of America's if~ I~Lt> _/l{c;,y (;}[.1.1 4:-)~1 _ ~Jh..JIV=f201 O/J 
comprehensive commitment to improve the well-being of (YJ rJ...(/lrt.f((.fJ.a?vL(i6LdL(;}l;:i'L H ,LiL Jlf'iJhv 
ordinary Pakistanis in tangible ways," U.S. Deputy Chief of "' '_ 
Mission Stephen Engelken said at the December 2010 grant "-iJ.!'U~/~4.JV~JUy-l;:i'~(~rdLif.''f-''''''> 
announcement. , ! .t,. ,- r. ..r. .:; L -: _I~'(''L > )

I.( \)V- (;}C:-- h,::", f20 1Or. ) L. U.r.:- v'-/J) (;}1.lJI)r.:;....-J I) -!;I v-Ii 
Already at work in the field, Talat and his colleagues started . -< • I k __ . 

the survey in December 2010 and expect to complete it within 12 L(;}l;:i'~~J_LJ.fif((:,~JV=~.lL~)v...flf'f-c;,i.JJ''f- ~.ft"J}'-y 
months . Using a short qu~stionnaire and a chest X-ray, they will 2::"::LYJ... _L .£:LYJ~ /}tfvIP'lJL/.fIj.::... I 15V= j[.1...,.i;95 
screen for TB symptoms m more than 150,000 adults - people - _ I...[ U. (., v U 

24 1Khabr-o-Nazar 

http:rJ...(/lrt.f((.fJ
http:I'/I(o./Ui,.v,.Jrl)V-'-.IL
http:lIO.....JJ


over 15 years old - in 95 locations throughout Pakistan. The 
survey is one of the largest of its kind ever conducted, according 
to an embassy press release. 

The survey results will replace outdated estimates of 
Pakistan's TB burden, provide a more precise picture of the TB 
burden within the adult population and help Pakistan's health 
sector better assess the annual risk ofTB infection. Current TB 
incidence rates in Pakistan are based on computer modeling and a 
survey conducted in 1987; that makes it difficult for the Pakistani 
government to accurately measure its progress in the fight against 
TB, Talat said. 

The survey is off to a productive start. According to preliminary 
reports Talat has received, "field work has been going very well 
and the community response has been very encouraging." 

While the data will support long-term public health decisions, 
the effort also has an immediate positive effect on the population's 
well-being. 

"Everyone who tests positive for TB is then referred to the 
nearest health facility for appropriate follow up and treatment," 

Talat said. 
With more than 413,000 new TB cases reported each year, 

Pakistan ranks eighth among the world's 22 most highly TB
burdened countries, according to WHO. TB kills an estimated 
48,000 Pakistanis each year. 

Compounding the issue, multidrug-resistant TB struck 
Pakistan 13,000 times in 2009. (Multidrug-resistant TB is a 
deadlier form of the disease where the majority of available TB 
drugs are ineffective.) WHO ranks Pakistan sixth of27 countries 
battling multidrug-resistant TB. 

The U.S. government has worked with Pakistan for many years 
to help control the spread of infection. USAlD began supporting 
Pakistan's effort to combat TB in 2003, primarily by providing 
assistance to the Pakistani government's National Tuberculosis 
Control Programme, Talat said. 

Pakistan also receives approximately $202 million in 
additional TB resources from the Global Fund to Fight AlDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, to which the United States is the 
largest contributor. 

A DEVASTATING GLOBAL HEALTH CRISIS 

TB infects an estimated one-third of the global population, 
and approximately 1.7 million people worldwide died from the 
disease in 2009, according to Talat.It spreads easily through the 
air, and a contagious person can infect 10 to 15 people every year. 
People living in close quarters with others become especially 
vulnerable. 

Several agencies within the U.S. government work to fight 
TB. In 2008, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) spent 
about $160 million on TB research, and ongoing NIH efforts 
complement those by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, and USAlD. 

"USAlD has provided approximately $953 million through 
direct programs to improve TB services and prevent the spread of 
TB and multidrug-resistant TB in over 40 countries,"Talat said. 

Carrie L oewenthal M assey is a special correspondent and writes f or the 
Bureau ofInternational Informat ion Programs, U.S. Department ofState. 
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By: Wendy Grossman 

People have played cricket in the United States 
since the country was still a British colony. The troops 
of our nation's first president, George Washington, 
played cricket. The grandfather of the nation's third 
president, Thomas Jefferson, played cricket. Today, 
there are more than 100,000 ac tive cricket players in 
America, says Rohit Kulkarni, director of a new docu
mentary film , "Pitch of Dreams: Cricket in America." 

"After about 200 years since its introduction in the 
US., cricket remains an underground movement - a 
well-kept sporting sec ret ," says Kulkarni, 35. "People 
from cricke t-playing countries, when they think of the 
US., they don't think of cricket. They think of football 
and baseball and basketball. No one thinks that people 
actually play cricket in the US." 

There are 15 million to 20 million cricket fans in 
the United States, says John L. Aaron, executive sec
retary of the USA Cricket Association . Many, Aaron 
says, are expatriates like him, who grew up playing 
cricket . Aaron grew up in Guyana, where his father 
was a cricket commentator and his brother was once 
the captain of the national cricket team. 

In Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Kulka rni filmed the 
only Internatio nal Cricket Cou ncil- approved stadium 
in the United States. In New York City, he shot a na
tionwide kids' cricket tourname nt . In Philadelphia, he 
went to a cricket library, filled with historic bats and 
balls. 

As he made the film, what surprised him most was 
the long history of cricket in the United States. For 
example, he says, he didn't know that cricket once was 
played on the White H ouse lawn. H e also was sur
pri sed to learn that the three first members of the Na
tional Baseball Hall of Fame were also cricket players. 

"Before baseball became baseball, it was cricket," 
Kulkarni says. "Cricket was the Number 1 team spo rt 
in the cou ntry. Since the US. was looking for its own 
identity, I guess baseball evolved and cricket went 
down. But thanks to the immigrant community, crick
et is coming back." 
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When Kulkarni lived in Baltimore, he watched 
the 2003 Cricket World Cup matches at Johns Hop
kins University with hundreds of other fan s. 

"There used to be 400 students watching the 
cricket match," he says. "There were people from In
dia, Paki stan, Afghan istan - everyone getting to
gether, ea ting and watching a cricket game through
out the night. " 

Kulkarni's goal in making the film - which has 
been shown at film festivals in the United States 
was to raise awareness of the sport. H e hopes that 
U.S. networks such as ESPN or the H is tory Channel 
will show the film. And he wants people who don't 
understand the game to learn the rules of how it 
played. 

"So now, if someone says, 'I went to India and the 
only thing I saw on TV was cricket - what the hell 
is it?' I can say, 'Take a copy of my documentary, and 
you'll understand,'" he says. 
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By A/bato Rodrigue;(., Managing Editor 

"We are convinced that an open Internet fosters long-term 
peace, progress and prosperity," Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
said in a speech on February 15 at George Washington University 
in Washington, D.C. An Internet that can be blocked and censored, 
she said, "can cut off opportunities for peace and progress and 
discourage innovation and entrepreneurship." 

Just over a year ago, Secretary Clinton called for a global 
commitment to Internet Freedom. Based on the universal human 
rights framework, Internet Freedom - or as Secretary Clinton 
deemed it, the "freedom to connect," applies the freedoms of 
assembly, expression and association to cyberspace. By preserving 
these rights in the digital era, we preserve the promise and the 
possibility of the Internet as a platform for ideas, innovation, 
connection, and economic growth. Although internet connectivity 
in Pakistan is low--estimates put penetration at around 10o/o--the 
opportunities for growth are evident. 

So how do we protect liberty and security, uphold transparency 
and confidentiality, and maintain freedom of expression while 
fostering tolerance and harmony? 

First, too often liberty and security are seen as mutually exclusive, 
but we must have both to have either, both online and offline. We are 
reminded daily ofboth the promise and the peril of the information 
age. We must have enough security to enable our freedoms, but 
not so much as to endanger them. In the balance between liberty 
and security, the fulcrum is the rule of law. Our allegiance to it 
does not vanish in cyberspace and neither does our commitment to 
civil liberties. The United States is equally determined to track and 
stop terrorists and criminals online and offline. In both spheres, we 
pursue this goal in accordance with our values. 

Second, we must protect both transparency and confidentiality. 
Transparency is critical. We can and should give citizens information 
about their governments. But confidentiality is also paramount. It 
protects the ability of organizations and governments to carry out 
their missions and best serve the public interest. 

Third, we must seek to protect free expression while at the 
same time fostering tolerance. Just like a town square, the Internet 
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is home to every kind of speech: false, offensive, constructive and 
innovative. With an online population of more than 2 billion 
people that is rapidly growing, the varied nature of speech online 
will only proliferate. 

In accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, all people have the right to freedom of expression. The 
challenge is to fulfill a commitment to freedom ofexpression online 
while emphasizing the importance of harnessing the capacity of 
the Internet to advance tolerance and peace. The United States 
believes the best way to do this is to promote more speech, not to 
limit it. Exposing and challenging offensive speech, rather than 
suppressing it, allows for public scrutiny and response. 

As we move forward and the universal town square of the Internet 
continues to flourish, the U.S. government is confident that we 
can protect and advance the principles of liberty and security; 
transparency and confidentiality; and free speech and tolerance. 
Together they comprise the foundation of a free and open 
Internet. 
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Khabar-o-Nazr recently caught up with Arsalan 
Iftikhar, an international human rights lawyer, global media 
commentator and founder of the blog TheMuslimGuy. 
com. A practicing Muslim and a proud Pakistani
American, Arsalan is a regular weekly legal affairs/political 
commen tator for the National Public Radio show "Tell Me 
More" and a contributing writer for Esquire Magazine. He is 
also the author of the forthcoming book, "Is lam ic Pacifism: 
Confessions of a Muslim Gandhi." Arsalan graduated from 
\-Vashington University in St. Louis in 1999 and received his 
law degree from Washington University School of Law in 
2003. A native of Chicago, he specializes in international 
human rights law and is licensed to practice law in 
Washington, D.C. 

YOllre popularly known as "The Muslim GllY. "How 
did that start, and what do you mean by that? 

I launched TheMuslimGuy.com on the seventh 
anniversary of 9/11 in 2008. I purposefully meant for the 
name of the Web si te to be slightly humorous, because 
whenever I appeared in the U.S. or international media after 
9/11, I was always seen as "the Muslim guy" during every 
television or radio debate. 

As an American who happens to be a Muslim, too, do 
YOllfind it difficult to go ahout your daily life;n the U.S.? 

Not at all. I was born in the United States, and have 

30 I Khabr-o-Nazar 

U,(o: ,y..J :~/ 

r-Lp;J~(~u'}u'dLJ?j~'?0.:J.f''::::'''0lY.I'.Ii?'U:IYJ(.,L·'A)'' 
J>jt:f~ )p'~...fI.lJ'0L.Y'J~ ...fIoJ-(",~ j~ L J~TheMuslimGuy.com.lJ' 

Sr-L.lY'(fk--.IJ,j}lio~LJ.lLJ;'U:Tell Me MoreYt~.I~~'J~OJ_v.! 
Islamic ,":"",VS 0 11Y #.-v.! ?! t.f¥ 0.:k;,f, OJ_v.! LYi~;'::::'" .::..? 
L0lY.I '-'f-J'JLT~("'rPacifism: Confessions of a Muslim Gandhi 

u""';TJf, ~Y-t(;?\U:2003.1J,S~,.{-J.::::...~Y-tJ~\u:u4..!.?;'U:1999 

U~U:0}liLJ?j~'u'}u'doJ-.::...::::...f~jJ~0'-SU(.,U./;S0}li.::::..., 
-:2:;fi!:.,t.f....., L.::..\,,(fU("~U~-=..J~U:(fUj?'JL()J'.IJ'v.£.I':'-.Il.!.. -: , .. 
~L."';""r( t= _v.r.l?~(tL"The Muslim Guy",,;,,' :J IY' 

\''f-JYV0";,, r~Vf.l'f0~1 
J~ TheMuslimGuy.com~ (f.l."L.[iI..--S~.-'JL 9/11 U:,,2008L u: :'":"""? 

L 9/1 L'f-t.f ~'i' ...f.APui.'f-t.£(t~~"':':I..--~JLt'~.I};0')LU:-V;~T~ 
0L.Y'uL('Yi~;u:(,.h~t~.IhUJJLJL../J)~J>u:t.f~p!L~.-'J 

_Lf'liJ.....;.IlY'/ .I}L u,j! 
.. - "t 

J.:;..::..~J//";" rv= J.t;~/;')V=-f>'~,,::,,;;?0(;)LYJ.:>fV :JIY 

\'v.rJT 

http:TheMuslimGuy.com
http:I':'-.Il
http:TheMuslimGuy.com


111 tervic\v 
always been proud to be an American Muslim . Being a 
lawyer, I find it easier to go about your daily life in a post-9/ ll ~J.t; U--U..rrtJv~}~ L..rrL:JLVJ>I..>-';"'II..rrI~ U-..(/IU--vi'W;; :"';""I? 
America when you know all of your legal and constitutional u-Jf''7- L:Jv 'O)Vk...i2...'-fo C"I/ J;:;o/;,,,u-..(/ILPiL 9/112::IU..rrr.frights . 

What has changed in America since September 11th? -U..rro('V)JfI.:::....J?t!- '"Jljili::;""'1
" 

I think our overall sense of societal normalcy has changed ~7-J rJ~Vv--f>f..~!LLI,L,?;A! :JIY 
since September 11. From increased security at airports to 
domestic wiretapping of American citizens, our entire legal u,;IJ1..rrO;I;:I(if.'7-J,J~u-rz,YJ-r-t!i?IJ..(/IPiLLI,vIU..rrtf.U- :"';""I? 
and sociopolitical paradigm has shifted to a post-9/ll 
framework. .::..-LI~14 L/j,,~,,~ ,,}.-?JUi;tJ:/Iu- u,J/L.:::.... .::..-L!Ji:·IJ"k jL;.l~ 

YOll are a blogger, lawyer and media commentator. -'7-J,J~u-?-lP> jlfh--,J-b,lj)li,-,,?L-f/IPiL9/11-'7- c:C~b~.:::.... 
How do yo II divide your time between the three? 

[;)J~J ~J ¥ iJ~iJ;':=-If-r.L ~~)JI r.f~tv.! tf.Iu: '";"" r:JIYSince Islam and Muslims have been such a central focus 
of the global media for the last decade, it is important for the C:v.!L f ? 
global :Muslim community to ensure that our voices and our 


narratives are being presented within the public marketplace (tVl(~2...vl-0L..rr,=:-J/(--?h(b-i-'J~L:JLV"'I(LIrI.:::....'-/-fI$j"';""l? 

of ideas. Since there are not many professional Muslim 

media commentators who dedicate their lives and careers to ':'f.~'IU~lt'L:JLV~tj~_L~..£U"Ji..I,J~.::..-!Jk> ';-1",1;1, ,Lt1o,f'7-U"'?¥ 

journalism, I have personally compelled myself to become a 
4-vl~"}U"ru- 2::1,"//..;;;,¥~lt'J};f." 1 ui';:;Lt I?'7- (..::.-(.)I"..JJuu~professional writer and media commentator in order to put 

forward the perspective of a Muslim human rights lawyer to -Ufh('.:::....~,JZ;i'=-IA).:::.....:.J>J~L:JLV-flLJ?jl)I.Jt"U..rrp'U
the global public. H ' • 

You've appeared on CNN, FOX News, Express 2417, J ;'::::"-.::,..(.'--/JJ)JI~'J'JJ~ ' 24/h/-/-1';.JiJ~ '~I~llf'";""1:JIY 
PTJI; Ceo and many other national and international ~L ~IH I f If' IJ/JiI'I ,., . ,.. r:::. ~ ~" . {I :;d / ·r': I . . if" v.( /J/ .I CJ~ v '-' I-vI ':::"" /./ (.jH·.J.t::V J' U ...:.;': .IJnewschannels. Can you tel/lis about your mostchallcngmg ': 't ': H ':H ': 

or memorable appearance? ?''7- "~;":>')"(Ij,~(u,J;~lJ"'lf~~('2008(zuL(Ij,~"~b.:::......,......,~:"';""I? 
My most memorable television experience was appearing :.' /-. _ . 

on "The Doha Debates" on BBC World News Television in t"~Vw~u,J;~lJ"'lf~~oLfi(lh~''Lf~!:;'':>J)''_(pfI..rr<t,r'Y"LUk;L?I,,'IL:JLV 
March 2008 on the topic of Muslims and extremism. Every v-;-::?.:..(zubb(L.iIJiU-(Ij,{. vl-02{J.flo)~;.:::.....J300U-/.~)C'':::''',
month, "The Doha Debates" are broadcast to more than 300 

million people worldwide on BBC World News Television. JiU-(Ij,<LL~J'lvl-0J/0.::..-~.':~\.5~~J"YJ.vL..(/I"'1 ii 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 
former United States President Bill Clinton have participated dlt'Ufot/J.:"~,JZ;i~I':::""~~("'lt/0.o?vL.::..-~)JI,L/J"'I..d'ILI'/'(L.i1 
in the debates. Sharing the same stage as two Nobel Peace .-r" ,~ . 0/ t_.:::...l,.VI.. ... {;,,/ P 01,);:;
prize laureates and winning our debate was certainly the ' ' 


height of my professional media career. .". f L. I L'" ,'1" I . 1 H.iJi/ I' I'L ~ ·JI 
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Yourfamily is originally from Lahore, How connected . ': ': ' . ': 
are you with them, and what Pakistani traditions do you ~v.!L..rrL~I..::- ~IJ.lJL;f'k If(;)/--fr.fl,,,::,, Lv.! 
maintain? . - ' 

?"u- L:Ji;J~ r.f"';""IJy /o)vL L:JI;:(;,-fo",1'7- .::...."..rrv ~(~..JI''-fo :"';""I?
My parents are originally from Lahore and most of my 

extended family still lives in Pakistan. In addition to speaking JI,L ,.::....L:Ji;J~ ",10 L/Jr.f~;l,.?JtVl..J.0;£Ji..:::....j1uwl..J/..:.(-0 
fluent Urdu, we still practice basic Islamic traditions and 
follow news originating from Pakistan. -0:::-)--?jiJ(;~U') 

What misperceptions do you think Pakistanis have \,1J~J~iJl--JJJtVV-U.Jit;.Jfv-'--.I~LiJA.l.-"LIJ4-.IV--f/1 :JIY 
about being a Muslim in America? 

I think there is a great deal of mutual misunderstanding ~L:JL;J~-0 J~ J~ U~lJZ If..::.-(. L:J~,,)L (tVl(~"'I..(/lfu..rrtf.U- :"';""I? 
between America and the greater Muslim world . I think r.fJ:/I.::......::.-(. V)lfl_'7- ~J;I ((tV1..(/lf 0 £ Jy.::......::.-(. U- (tVl(~,-,,?
many people in the Muslim world, including Pakistan, 

believe America to be inherently Islamaphobic and that many ':'-'7- lJZ rz,yJ(Ui,),:,U..rrtf.U--'7- ~J;IJ..(/I~)JtVl~L:Ji;J~ f 0 £ 

Americans believe the Muslim world (including Pakistan) 

to be inherently anti-American. I believe that both of those -0Lr.Lli!~(.IJ;f;,~k;L?IL,;~-fI)L..J)Ui,)f'7- t"..rri}I'l./[) 

viewpoints are wrong. Sadly, we see right-wing extremists of 

both sides dominating the microphones on each side. 
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Visit the 50 States 

.~ .. W La. ~~~.....~~~~ 

Admission of Union: December 14, 1819 

Capital: Montgomery 

Population: 12,901,563 

State Flag 

State Bird: 
Yellowhammer 

The State of Alabama is located in the southern region of 
the United States and is nicknamed the "Heart of Dixie." The 
name, "Alabama," is derived from the Choctaw Indian tribe 
whose habitat, when it first became known to Europeans, was 
in what is now central Alabama. 

Alabama is bordered by Tennessee to the north, Georgia 
to the east, Florida and the Gulf of Mexico to the south, and 
Mississippi to the west. 

During the first half of the 19th century, cotton and slave 
labor were central to Alabama's economy, but the state faced 
many economic hardships. In December 1955, Alabama was 
at the center of the American Civil Rights Movement after 
Rosa Parks, a black seamstress, famously refused to give up 
her seat on a city bus to a white passenger. Parks's refusal was 
the catalyst for a yearlong Montgomery Bus Boycott, during 
which African Americans in the city refused to ride public 
buses. The Montgomery boycott is regarded as the first large
scale demonstration challenging segregation in the US. The 
following year, the US. Supreme Court ordered Montgomery 
to integrate its bus system. 

Following the boycott, however, tensions between Whites 
and African Americans remained high, resulting in numerous 
rallies, demonstrations and acts of violence throughout the 
state of Alabama. On September 15,1963, members of the Ku 
Klux Klan, a White supremacist group, set off a bomb in the 
16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham. Four young girls 
were killed. The bombing sparked outrage across America and 
generated support for the civil rights cause, which helped in 
passing the Civil Rights Act of 1964, outlawing segregation in 

State Flower: 
Camellia japonica L 
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Former U.S. Secretary ojState Condoleezza Rice. 
(AP PhotolGiuseppe Aresu) 

schools, public places and places ofem pi ymcnt.ln August 
1965, after marches and de monstrations were launched in 
support of voting [ights f(lr African Americ:ms, C ongres:; 
passed the Voting Riohts Act in August 1965. It banned 
d iscriminato ry voting practices used to disenfranchise 
blacks. 

The state of Alabama has a rich ,1l1d evolving hi tory 
and trad itions. 'TI1C state moved from being very rural and 
sebTfc <Yatcd to now beine)" tlllly integrated Wit11 aerospace, 
agricul.ture and au to production fll eli.ng its economy. 

Alabamians take pride in such native sons and daugh
ters as H arper L ee, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel "To Kill a Ivlockingbird;" Condoleczza Rice, the first 
female African Am erican U. S. Secretary of State; country 

Space Campers walk under the Patijinder space shuttle replica at the U.S. Space & 
Rocket Center Monday Feb. 5, 2007 in Hunstville, Ala. {AP PhotolMichael Mercier} 
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Rosa Parks is shown during her 90th birthday celebration 
withfamily andfriends Feb. 13,2003, in Detroit. 
(AP Photo/Detroit Free Press, William Archie,jile) 
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Laurin and Cody Smith, ages 11 and 9 respectively, play on 
an old bllckboard wagon at Early Works Children's Museum in 
Huntsville, Ala.,Jan 31,2007. (AP Photo/Michael Mercier) 

singer and songwriter Hank vVilliams and baseball greats 
Hank Aaron and Willlc Mays. 

Ihe best-known cities of Alabama are iVlontgomery, 
the capital, Birmingham, the largest city by population, 
and Hunstville, the larges t city by total land are. 
Hunstville also is home to NASA' :lVIarshall Space F light 
Center. The world-famous space camp al so is located in 
Huntsville. Space camp offers mostly young people (ages 
9-18) the chance to find out firsthand what it 's like to 
train like an astronaut. There also are several programs for 
adults. 

The oldest city in Alabama is Mobile, which was 
founded by French colonists. I t is Alabama's only 
saltwater port and is a busy seaport on the Gulf of 
Mexico. Mobile is k.nown for having the oldest organized 
carnival celebrations in the United States, dating back 
to the 18th century. Even older that the celebrations in 
New Orleans. Mobile's carnival celebrations may start as 
early as November, with several balls, with the parades 
usually beginning in early January. Carnival celebrations 
in Mobile were cancelled only during the American Civil 
VI/ar. 

Carnival is a festival traditionally held in Roman 
Catholic and, to a lesser extent, Eastern Orthodox 
societies. The main events are usually during February; 
carnival always occurs immediately before Lent. It 
typically involves a public celebration or parade combining 
some elements of a circus, masks and public street parties. 
People often dress up in costumes during the celebrations, 
which mark an overturning of daily life. 

Alabama also is known for having the longest 
constitution in the world: at almost 800 amendments 
and 310,000 words, it is roughly 40 times the length of 
even the U.S. Constitution. There is, however, a significant 
movement to rewrite and modernize Alabama's 
constitu tion. 
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An egret spreads its wings as it lands in the shallows in the Wheeler 

National Wildlife Refuge in Decatur, Ala., Tuesday, Sept. 12, 
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Ask The Consul 

We're Getting Married: What's Next? 

So youve recently gotten married or J'/ljI...f!~ !.Yi....t~!'/U)~r..;~uJ~ 
e1lgaged - congratulations! 

v- ~t:f'~y,J.)JIJ1 ~.mv--f/I.::...."::'-?,JJ;
When one person lives in the United 

States as a US. citizen and the other lives Jt--<r- t"{ 1:£.J--I JI/.::.... ~L J!.};:, '}J1 
in Pakistan, there are many immigration 

?~~.f~v--f/I~J,JJJ~";"'V{.J}Lfactors to consider. For instance, do you 
want to have your wedding in the United ~.fJJ~v--f/I{.J}~~~";" 1f,~V- ~t:f'~hJ.r 
States or Pakistan? If you want to officially 
marry in the United States (and live there), K - 1 )1:::,;1'1";,, I '} v.! ? ~CL:-r.J v.!' .1,1) 
you should apply for a fiance (e) visa (K- 1 

J'~v- ~t:f'l...., 1f,_.2::.. I..tf J..:;.,./I}.JJ<:!!(ly,
"t ": , ": .. _ ...visa). If you decide to marry in Pakistan, 

do you want to live in the US. or Pakistan? L JJ~"'" ILf..f.c....." JIYhr.L.fJ..} '( L.f 
0: .. ,.. If you decide to live in the United States 

after the wedding, the US. citizen will need JJ~";,, 1f,~V- ~t:f'~hv.! ?~L:-r.Jv--f/I~ 
to petition for his or her partner (CR-1 J;J'/I...f!'}v.!L.fJ..}'(?-.Jv--f/I~Lor IR-1 visa) to immigrate to the United 
States. Here is some useful information L.I...., 1..1J'J1..:-.J,.?,J..:-l\...n/....,I.::....~,J

-: '7 • ': ..
that can assist you in bringing your fiance 

hI R - 1 ).::....~ L ~-f/I ,J..:-~ ...[}(e) or spouse to the United States. 

If your spouse or fiance (e) is an 
American citizen, you may be eligible for an immigrant visa to 
the United States under one of the following categories: 

1. A Spouse Visa - IR -1 Visa or CR-1 Visa 

Who is eligible? 

As a US. citizen, under US. law, you have the right to 
petition for your spollse. But remember: 

Merely living together does not qualifY as a marriage for 
immigration. 

In cases of polygamy, only the first spouse may qualifY as a 
spouse for immigration (and polygamy is illegal in the US.). 

Individuals married and divorced in Pakistan must 
properly register a divorce from a previous spouse according 
to Pakistani law (see the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance 
1961, S.7, N.9) in order for US. immigration law to recognize 
a marriage with a second spouse. 

If you have been married for less than two years when 
your spouse enters the United States on an immigrant visa, the 
permanent resident status is considered "conditional" (CR-1). 
This means that you and your spouse must apply together to 
remove the conditional status after you have been married 
for two years. Only then will you have a permanent right to 
remain in the US. If you have already been married for more 
than two years when you enter the United States, you will be 
granted full Legal Permanent Residence status (IR -1 visa). 
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But don't worry - your status will adjust automatically, so the 
petition process is the same regardless of the amount of time 
you have been married. 

Who is noteligihle? 

First, you must be in a "legitimate" relationship. Marriages 
entered into simply for immigration purposes are not It:gal 
and will not be approved. As for all categories of visas, 
involvement in illegal activities makes you ineligible for a 
visa. For example, if you engaged in drug trafficking, if you 
overstayed on a previous visa in the United States, or if you 
submitted fraudulent dOCllments, you could be ineligible for a 
vIsa. 

How long does this typically take? 

The length of time varies from case to case according to 
its circumstances and cannot be predicted for individual cases. 
Some cases are delayed because applicants do not follow 
instructions or supply incomplete information. It is very 
important to give us correct postal addresses and telephone 
numbers. After the visa applicant's interview by a Consular 
Officer, some visa applications require further administrative 
processing, which takes additional time (six months or longer). 
This process can neither be waived nor expedited. 

2. A v isaforyourfiance (e) (K-l visa) 

Who is eligible? 

A Pakistani fiance (e) ofa U.S. citizen who will be married 
in the U.S. is eligible. The U.S. citizen and the visa applicant 
must be legally free to marry (i.e. not already married to anyone 
else) when they apply for the visa and must remain so until 
after they go to the U.S. The marriage must be legally possible 
according to the laws of the U.S. state in which the marriage 
will take place (States have different age requirements for 
marriage, and in certain states, first cousins cannot marry). 

To be eligible for the visa, you must have met your fiance 
(e) in person within the past two years. Ifyou enter the U.S. on 
a fiance (e) visa, you must marry within 90 days. 

Who is not eligihk? 

In Pakistan, ifyou have already signed your Nikkah Nama 
(the marriage contract), under U.S. law, you cannot apply 
for a fiance (e) visa. In the Pakistani culture, weddings are 
important events that are celebrated by many relatives and 
friends. Therefore, we find that most people get married in 
Pakistan. After marriage, they may not apply for a fiance (e) 
visa, but they may apply for an IR-l/CR-l visa to move to the 
U.S. with their husband or wife. 

How long does this typically fake? 

The length of time varies from case to case according to 
its circumstances (see IR-l section for more details). Some 
people incorrectly believe that fiance (e) visas (K-l visas) are 
issued more quickly than spouse visas (CR-l, IR-l visa) . This 
is not true - circumstances other than the category of visa 
concerning each individual case affect the time period of visa 
issuance. 

Dispelling Myths ahout Applying/or Spouse and Fiance 

(e) Visas: 


Myth 1: Applying for a fiance (e) 'Visa, eVe7l though we are 
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already married, is quicker and easier. 

Reality: Many years ago, the processing time for a fiance (c) 
visa was shorter than a CR-1 visa. This is no longer true. If 
you are already legally married in Pakistan, you must apply for 
the correct visa category (a CR-1 or IR-1 visa). Ifyou attempt 
to apply for the wrong visa category, you can: 1) jeopardize 
your right to immigrate to the United States and 2) further 
delay the processing of your case. 

Myth 2: I shollidjust go to the United States on a tourist visa 
andget married there to circumvent the immigration process. 

Reality: A visa allows a foreign citizen to travel to the US. 
port-of-entry and request permission to enter the United 
States. You should be aware that a visa does not guarantee 
entry into the US. The immigration officials at the port-of
entry have authority to permit or deny admission to the US. 
If they suspect that you are attempting to immigrate to the 
United States on a tourist visa, they have the authority to deny 
you admission. If you do enter the United States on a tourist 
visa and get married, you may still encounter difficulties when 
you attempt to adjust your status to become a legal permanent 
resident and you risk deportation. 

Myth 3: Once I enter the US. on a fiance (e) visa, I am a Legal 
Permanent Resident. 

Reality: If you enter the US. on a fiance (e) visa, you must 
marry within 90 days. Ifyou do not, you must leave the United 
States. Otherwise, you will be in violation ofUS. Immigration 
Law and subject to deportation. After your marriage, you may 
apply for Legal Permanent Residence. However, before that 
time, you are not a Legal. Permanent Resident. 

Myth 4: The processing time for an LPR (Legal Permanent 
Resident) spouse visa (F2A) is ahout the same as the spouse visa 
for an American citizen (IR-1 or CR-1). 

Reality: Each month, the US. Embassy is informed by US. 
colleagues in Washington, DC of how many F2A visas may 
be issued, based on a case's priority date (the date when the 
petition is filed). Currently (as of April 2011), only F2A 
petitions filed before 1-Apr-2007 are permitted to be processed. 
While this number changes month to month, this means that 
more recently filed petitions are on hold. Even if you already 
completed your interview, your visa cannot be issued until your 
case becomes "current" - (permission is granted to process visa 
with your petition's priority date). 

Additional Information: 
No matter which visa category you apply for, the best way 

to ensure that your application is processed in a timely matter 
is by providing all requested information in a timely manner. 
Advice that we give to all petitioners and applicants is: 

1) Be prepared - submit all requested documents and reply 
in a timely manner to all requests. 

2) Be honest - it will take longer and may be ineligible for a 
visa if you try to hide something from your past (i.e. divorces, 
previous visits to the US., deportation, arrests, etc.). 

3) Be patient - this is a timely process that takes more than 
one year in even the fastest cases. 

For more information about the immigrant visa process and categories, 

please visit www.uscis.gov. 
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100M tkak./du.l to 1;10U. ror seMik.g Me tke I<ko.br-o-No.zo.r .J' JL.--J~..J/~.1.,.::.....jv.1j~).v.:-(.JI,..,! ,..,P(~.::....J'~IH'A)" 
w..o.go.zik.e regu.lo.rLl;1. It is 0. verl;1 i.k.rorw..o.ti.vejou.rk.o.l wki.clt 
cok.vel;1s i.k.rorw..o.ti.Ok. k.Ot ok.ll;1 o.bou.t globo.l i.ssu.es) bu.t o.lso 
o.bou.t tke lAk.i.telJl Sto.tes o.M its poli.cl.es. It o.lso pto.l;1S 
o.k. i.Mporto.k.t o.M o.pprecia.ble role ik. brid.gi.k.g tke go.p 

betweek. tke people or Po.k.l.sto.k. o.M tke lAk.i.telJl Sto.tes. Tke 

' M M M ,- , 

L-f>I.1'ld(;:.f'h-'7-tf~.,:.,~).v~J!'v!~ALu~~SvL,f,-f>' 
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ri.k.o.k.Ci.o.L o.ssisto.k.Ce prOlli.oleol. bl;1 tke lAk.i.telJl Sto.tes to spm' , - , 
un ecoMMi.c tlrowtk i.k. Po.k.i.sto.k. o.M tke rekabi.li.to.ti.ok. 
-, :J 
or people d.i.splo.celJl bl;1 tke hvo.sto.ti.k.g flood.s o.re kigkLI;1 
o.ppree.i.o.ble i.k.i.ti.o.ti.ves. 

Wo.ji.ol ALi. kka.h. DlA.rro.h.i.) 
Noskero. ko.lo.k.. 

A rew c{o.l;1s bo.ck.) I kad. tke opportu.k.itl;1 to rm I<ko.br-o
No.zo.r w..o.go.zik.e o.t MI;1 frl.eM's kou.se. Irou.M it iMMek.sell;1 
o.ppeo.li.k.g beco.u.se i.t ko.s i.k.rorw..o.ti.Ok. ok. coopero.ti.Ok. betweek. 
ou.r two cou.k.trl.eS o.M prOlll.c{es o.wo.rek.ess Ok. AMeri.co.k. 
wLtu.re o.M otker ik.teresti.k.g i.k.rorw..o.ti.Ok.. I kope tkat tki.s 
rew..o.rk.o.ble w..o.go.zi.k.e co.k. plo.l;1 0. pi.voto.L roLe i.k. MveLopi.k.g 
0. better i.w..o.ge i.k. Po.k.l.sto.k. or tke lAk.i.telJl Sto.tes. Tke sl.c{e
bl;1-sl.c{e pu.bLtco.ti.ok. or tke COk.tek.ts or tki.s Mo.go.zik.e keLps 
botk kigkLI;1-elJlu.co.telJl o.M ord.i.k.o.rl;1 ci.ti.zek.s. I cok.gro.tu.lo.te 
tke ek.ti.re I<ko.br-o-No.zo.r teo.M ror su.ck o.k. i.k.teresti.k.g o.M 
i.k.rorw..o.ti.ve w..o.go.zik.e. 

Arsko.ct MekMooct) 
IsLo. w..o.bo.d.. 

I<ko.br-o-No.zo.r prOlll.c{es veYl;1 vo.Lu.o.ble i.k.rorw..o.ti.Ok. 
o.bou.t tke rtk.o.k.Ci.o.L o.ssi.sto.k.Ce tke lAk.i.telJl Sto.tes gtves to 
i.MprOlle vo.ri.ou.s see.tors or Po.k.l.sto.k.' s ecoMMI;1) i.k.CLu.d.i.k.g 
ek.ergl;1) Mrek.Se) elJlu.co.ti.Ok. o.M keo.Ltk. Tke eMrMOu.s 
lA.S. o.i.ct ror tke Vi.cti.Ms or tke hvo.sto.ti.k.g rLooc{s) wki.ck 
wreo.W kavoc o.M co.u.selJl treMeMou.s Losses i.k. Po.k.i.sto.k.) 
i.s o.Lso wortk Mek.ti.Ok.i.k.g o.s i.t kigkLi.gkts tke fri.eMLI;1 
reLo.ti.ok.S betweek. ou.r two cou.k.trl.es. Tke ek.ti.re I<ko.br-o
No.zo.r teo.M Mserves coMpLi.Mek.ts ror proc{u.ci.k.g su.ck o.k. 
i.k.teresti.k.g o.M i.k.rorw..o.ti.ve w..o.go.Ztk.e. 
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