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Christmas Message to South Sudan
from Ambassador Susan D. Page

Today is Christmas. Given the tragic events over the past week where brother has turned
against brother, it is critical that we remember that this time of year, the time of Advent, is a
time meant to reflect on our blessings and to commemorate peace. For many South Sudanese
citizens, this time of year is now associated with extreme loss. Many have fled their homes for
fear of safety, or have lost loved ones due to violence. While an uneasy calm may have
returned to the capitol, even now conflict is taking place in other parts of the country. For years
to come, the month of December will bring about painful memories for many South Sudanese.

But perhaps for this one day, for this Christmas day of December 25, 2013, during these
troubling moments of violence, we hope that today peace may reign and for the Prince of
Peace to prevail. This sentiment is eloquently stated in the “Call for Unilateral Ceasefire All Over
South Sudan,” penned by church leaders from across the country. To quote the religious
leaders of South Sudan: “May the peace and goodwill that must dwell in our hearts become
building blocks for a healing and enduring peace in our new born Republic of South Sudan.”

Today, let us focus on peace and the goodwill that transcends all differences and overcomes all
obstacles.

Merry Christmas to everyone in South Sudan, from the U.S. Embassy and the U.S. Ambassador
to the Republic of South Sudan.
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